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ADVEIITISEMENT. 


OidNiiJUATi ]<\ Eoiiertb Writer iu regard to tlio Icttors now 
ropuMislied — 

Allow mo to congratulalo yon most cordially on tlio 
tidmirablo iutumcr in wliicli you have placed boforo tbc prrblic 
tlio account of our marcli from Cabub and tlie operatiouB of 
31st August and 1st September around Gaiidabaiu Nothing 
mdd he more acxnrtde or grcvjdiic. I 1, bought your description 
of tlio light at Glmrasia was ono that any soldier iniglii hate 
been proud of writing; but your recent letters aro^ if possible, 
ovoii boitiOr/ 




PEKFACE. 


The intorcBt aroiisod by Uiq massacre of our ill-fated Embassy to 
ilio Amir Yakub Klian, tlio Bubsequout capture of Oabul, and the 
hard-won succossos of our aii'nies (hiring tho oecupatioii of the 
city, ean Hcnrcoly yoi Imvo passocl away; and T have, thoreforc, 
vouiurod to ropublish iho sorioB of lottors wliioh, as a special corre- 
spoiulont, 1 wroUi in the fudd. ddioy are a simpio diary of tho 
war ; and though In this form they may lack couclscuessj they 
have at hnint the morij, of sueli aeciimey jib an nyo- witness can 
aloiKi hope to attain. It was my good-fortuno to be the only 
spocial eorroHpondmd with tho galliuib litUc army which moyecl out 
of All Klioyl in Septomberj 1871)* Tho Government of Jndia had 
notitied that non-combatant covrospondouts would not bo 
allowed to join the force, tho history of whoso Fichiovements was 
to bo loft 1,0 regimental otricers, who miglit in their spare liours 
supply in formation onrofally rW, to such newspapers as ohoso to 
accept it» Ho carolesHly was this strange order isBuedj that Sir 
Erodcrick KoberLs itovor roccivod oflloial intimation of its exist- 
once, and he wcdcoiucd mo at Ali KUoyl on the evo of liis departure 
for KubIu uSj I mi\ sure^ he would have wclcomod any other 
correBpondont who had choBon lo oross tbofrontior, and push on 
without oHcori nnd with their own baggage animals. I malie thin 
explanation in justice to General EobortB^ upon whom tho rospon- 
Bihility ot excluding corrospontlents has been falsely thrown, 
Itogarding tho ioiicu's now nqnrblishocl, Mr, Erederiek Harrison in 
tho Forlniijhtly lUvkw has been good enough to clesoribc them as 



viii Pnjace, 

afimimbly wrifcton, wiili very great procinion and knowledge.” 
While not ByB'ipathi^.ing in the Icafii with Mr. [larriBon’R criticism 
of Sir Frodoriclt Eoheris’H pnnislimout of Cabal, in support of 
which criticism ho mainly rcliod upon my loiters, 1 am grateful 
for his cRtiinate of my work. I can acarcedy hope that all my 
critics will bo equally generous. 

I havo carefully gone into details whore military movemontw of 
importance had to bo dusciibcd, and the skciich mnpK (3an ho relied 
upon as showing exact distanccB and positions. 

Howard II-rnsman, 

Special CorrcBponclont of the PionaeVf Alhihaluul. 
Cabnl, August, 1880. 

-i' 

Tho above was written when all Avas peaceful in Afghauistau, 
but the disaster at Maiwand oiico more throw tho Caljiil army into 
excitement, and General Roberts had to niarch to the relief of 
Candahar. This now historical march and thoviciuryat Candahar 
OB September 1st, are describod in detail in Part IF. of ihis 
volume. 

If. JL 

Allahabad, Noremher 1st, 1880, 
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TIIK AFG]IAN' WAR 


1870-80. 


TAirr I. 

Tiri'l OfJOirPATlOF op OAlilH; Tim liRTTISn BESIEGED 
AT f-niKTUHIli- UlSl’EKSAJi OE TIIK TRIBES. 


GIIAPTPR I. 

JulMnliiilinu Tho 0iiv,i";mLu Yaliuh IChau'ti }ilvaHi()n oE tlio Onndamak Tieaiy 

'--TiiilaOtnica i)t Hid IFoial lVi;inHMjfcn^-NAah]juml Kli.iii’a \Ytuuiug— Tim Out- 
hi('iik Klnin% UplinvuMii lliCdpUdU oi UieNinv^ m Imlia-Tho Saume 

<(F nutl {(U'tlio Adv.ump upon G<ibul. 

'I’liM Tri'uly of (inndiHiuili: liufl fox' iln cliiof olifunl. II 10 diroct 
n'|)U!HC‘iiiidi(iu of ilio Bi'il(in]i (■iovoraiuoiit at tin Oonrt of tlio 
Amir Yakii!) Klinn, «iid, in pnrKminoo of tlie lornw of tlieTrcatyj 
Hir IniuiH OiiMifpinri, R.O.It., U.S.L, was I'cceivod at Oabnl, as 
itohiilc'iit, on -Inly 2IUn 1871). Sir. William Jonkyns, of tlic 
huliiin Oivil Boryicn, aaoQinpaiiiud liimna seorctiuy to tho Mi.saion. 
All oscoi'L of fcwuly-tivo nownra and iifliy Bopojs of tlio (■Iniilo.a’ 
t'()r[)H waH llio only iiioiina of prolootion at tho lilinbaafiy’s oom- 
iiuimi, implicit faitii beinff planod in tlio Amir’a prmniae to guard 
tho livoH of liies guostn. Lioutcnuut Jlatnilion w< in command 
of tho cfcicoi'i, and Dr, JColly, surgeon of tbs Guide's, was the 
medical oillcor iittauhod to the MisHioii. Including servants and 
follow'i'B, tlun'O wore in all somo 200 sonla gatbcrocl lu the Rosi- 
doiicy in the Bala TIissar from July 24lli until the outbreak of 
tho Uornt roglmoiits on Ibo morning of fjopiombsr Srd. It would 

B 
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The Afghan War, 1879 — 80 . 

bo out of placo to (Icscribo at leup:tli tlio courno of oveuis wliioh 
culminated in tlio Mansaevo, liiiL from tlio kmo of Hir houia 
Cavti^'iiarr^ loiiorB tlicrc can bo no cloul)t tlio Amir whm ii(3V(a‘ 
anxiouH to carry out to tlio RiiicL Ictior tlio t(3i'inK of tlio (luu- 
diuiiiik Treaty. Taldu^^^ ilio oIllcLal Lliary Bout \vceldy from Cal)ul 
to tlio Iiuliau (lovoriuuent, it ajj^iearB tliat every outward lionour 
was paid to the Enihassy Uj)on its arriva], but tliat Yakub Khaii 
was so suspicious of Ihs Ministers and Nobles, that ho told oil’ 
men to watch the EeHulcney. Those spies fnrnislird tlie names 
of all who visited Oavaginiri without tlio Amir’s kuewhal^’O. 
Them camo rumours of ])oUy chiefs having' Ixam punishod for 
their friendship to the British dnnng tlic late cainpai<^'n, althongli 
one of the main points of the Treaty wjis directed against Uhs very 
contingency.'''' The Amir always avoided rorGrciice to this Huh" 
ject, and as Sir Louis Cavagnari could not ohtaiii direct evidence 
of tliG amnesty clauses being deparlcd from, no redross could he 
ohtaiued. Apart from jiaiace intrigues, whitdi arc always rife iu 
Cabul, there seemed no direct element of dincortl at worlt in the 
capital until the troops from Herat reached dherpnr (/anioiumait 
on August 5th. These regimoiits had not shared in the humilia- 
tion of the defeats suffored by the Cabul soldiery at All Musj id 
and the Peiwar Kotal; they taunted their ooniradeH in arms with 
cowardice, and boasted of their own prowess ; and their turbulence 
soon nsRiuned a dangerous form. A ressnldur-inajor of one of our 
cavalry regiments, Nakshband Khan, an old and tried soldier, was 
spending his furlough at his village of Aoshalu’, two miles fi^om 
Cabul, and ho seems first to have caught the alarm. MTiou the 
Herat regiments marcliod, or rather swiiggerod, through llus 
streets of Cabul, with bands playing^, many of the soldiorB ahnsed 
the Kafir eJehi (ambassador) by iianio, calling out to the ]K)])nlaco, 
‘'Why has ho como here?*’ and showing too clearly that their 
passions were dangerously excited. Nakshhand Khan huiviied 
from a fellow^* countryman in the ranks that tlxo Holdiers had 
been ordered so to shout in the streets. Full of this nows, ho 

^ Sirdar Riior Ali Khan Kfindaliari, Gfovcriior of Oaiutdiiir, iumikhI Hir 
Stewarfc tliat Yahub Khan, fiom tho fust, novor iniendod tp pardon tlio hud 

aided us, Sneh a courso of policy wonU Uvo bcomod mtubaiHH iu iU uyi'tj of ovtuy 
Afghan, auid the Sirdar ; not a man would Imve imdorsiood it. 
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Massacre of the Einhassy. 

went to our Envoy and warned liim of the coming storm. Sir 
Louis Cnvngnari was a man notorious for liis disregard of personal 
danger : lio was bravo to a fault, and this turbulence among the 
Afghan soldiery scarcely shook Ills composure. ‘'Never fear,'* 
wiis the answer to the lioshtildar ; "keep up your heart, dogs that 
hark don't bite !” " Ikit those dogs do bite; there is real danger/' 
urged Nakslihaiid Khun. Tiie ro])ly was characteristic of the man r 
lie had taken np Ins post and nothing conld break down Iris deter- 
mimitiou to reinain at all luim'ds ; he quietly said, " They can 
only kill the tliroo or four of us here, and our death will be 
aYongod." 

This is tlio story as told by the Eosaaldar, who can scarcely be 
romancing ; but no word of the warning is given by Cavagnari in 
luB lotU'iB to the Viceroy, all of which are full of sanguine hope 
even as late as August 130th. Ills last message was sent on Sep- 
tein])cr 2ud, and concluded with tho words "All Avoli/' — and this 
within iwelvo hours of the attack upon tho Eesidenoy. He trusted 
altogether to Yakul) Khan— for Avhat could an CBcort of seventy- 
fwe iu('n avail against an army? — and almost his last written 
Avords wore : " Notwithstanding all peo]do say against him, I 
pcrsozuilly bidievo Yakub Khaii will turn out to ho a very good ally, 
and that wo sluill be aide to keep him to his ongagoments/' This 
hlijul trust in the Amir Ams soon 1o bo rudely broken down, for 
Yakul) AviiH found wanting evon in AvillingimsB to save the lives 
entruBied to his cure. 

The story of tlic onibroat in the Bala Hissar, and the massacre 
of tlio -blnvoy and liis followei's, is writteJi at length in the Blue- 
huoks, Tho tale is too avoH known to bear roprodnetion : the 
heroic struggle ugaiusi oYOVAvlielming odds \m, perhaps, rarely 
boon equalled, for there \ver<‘ only four ihhtish offlcorB and a hand- 
ful of native soldiers to moot an array. Yakub Khun sat in his 
pahico, vacillating and Bnll(3n, with tho noise of the fight ringing 
ill his iMirs, and the roar of the soldiery and the famiticai populace 
siu'ging ink) his coniicihehamhor ; but ho made no sign. There 
were councillorB who urged pj’ompt chaBUsoment of tho mutiinous 
Ropoys » there Avoro roginiontB at Bala [Tissar which oniffht have 
loyallj' obeyed orders ; but the man who had pledged himself to 
proBOTO our Envoy only took the cunning precaution of sending out 
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"Daond Sliali, liiR comii)an(lor-in-(iliior, Lo 'M‘oiuouHtr.'LLo ” wilh ilia 
ninictl rfil)l)lo. It wan like; ronioaRti’Mliinj:^’ wiLli a ti/^ar wluai ilio 
linator lies iit Iur mercy : like Kiviiif** the wovd linlL ” l.o thn iti- 
tide ; Daoncl Shah waR ihvnRt l)a(*.k |iy lh(‘ ilrst men lu' 
motj l)iii they uRcd tlioii* liayoiiolR tomlorly, aiid his wounds weiN' 
And when it was all over, when the eN.(ti{ed ea’owd r()5n’(sl 
through the Ba 7 ,aai', with Oiivaguuri’s head held on high, iluMV 
socmR to have come upon Yakuh ihnt ibar of vnigeaucc whieli lie 
had hitlicido Ihnist asiflo. Forty years heforo tlui liody ofanoilu'r 
Envoy had Wbu hung on ihobutehor’s hooks iuihnlsjuno Uawuir ; 
tv(3achery had scored a success wdiich pi'omisod to be lasting; but 
Pollock had come with a victorious army from Pcsliiiwur, wliile 
Nott fought hifi way from the Roiith, nml the Char Chowk was 
Bonn a heap of ruins. Tfow soon would tho vciigoauce of an mil-*' 
mged nation again fall upon Cal ml ? 

Sliorily after midnight of September dlh Kir J'k’iHh'riek Pioherts^ 
who w^as in Flitula, engaged on the woric of i.lie Aruiy Commis- 
sion, was called up to roceivo a telegram, ft Avas from ibo Kiir- 
ram Yalley, and convoyed the first news of the Rdassaere, which, 
ho then and there haBtoned to carry to llie Comimiiidcr-in-Chkd, 
Tho shock was so torriblo that men wore pai’iily;^od for the monumir, 
hut the next day the machinery of Govnnimont was ])ut in motion, 
a council of Avar was called, and on the a Re moon of Heptemiuw 5tl) 
the folloAvmginBtriictioiifi were sent to Prigadior-Goneiul J Dunham 
Massy, then commanding the Kurrani Eiold Jforce at the Poiwar 
Kotal'h — 

** From the Quarter Master (dcneral in India to Drigitdier** 
General D. Afassy, commanding luirram J^kcld Foveu ; dated 
Simla, 5th Boptemhor, 187E). 

^‘MoveQSril Pionoora, 5th Ohoorkas, and Menu tain Train to 
Shutargardan, crest of pass ; to entrench thomsolves tliero and 
await orders. Ten days' supplies.*’ 

In accordance wdth these instructions, Swiidoy's Mountain 
Battery of six T-poimdor guns, escorted by tlio Ihmeors and 
Ghoorkas, moved upon ilio Slmtargardan, whhh av{i.s ocim|mul 

Ttii) telegram is of 8nt)io irnimrifluco, m sliOM'ing the fjui<‘knwP! ^vjUi wbmh tJjii 
'S'kmy and Urn military AntlionticB reoogni.iecl tbe neowsUy of miAnf> dm Slinttu-ganbm 
before tlie Oabul troops or the local tribe^smon could oconpy ilio Pans in fstreuKtln 
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without oppoRitioji on tho llth of Scptcuiibev. Culonol (Javrio, of 
tlio 231‘d Ihouecu'R, cioinmauilctl LIuh amal] fovco. The 7‘2ud High- 
lautlei-’R Mjul tliii 5lh Hniijab Infantry rollcnvotl in a few clays to 
soi'iiro lilio j’oad bctvnvni Ali Hlioyl inul tliG Paas, whilo the 7ih 
Coiupauy of iloiigul SappoL’H fuid Miuora was onlorccl up from 
Siiuloram (uoar Kniraui) to improve tho road beyond tho Hhutar- 
gardau. Iji tho nieniitiiiio, tho following iippoiuiments had been 
nmdo : — Colonel Maegrogor to bo Chief of tlio Stall' to Major- 
Coiionil Sir Pi‘('duriek UobortH, Gominaitdiug thci horco ; Hrigaclier- 
Croncval Mticphcrsou, CJi., V.O,, to command tho lafc Jufanivy 
brigade; Cdgadier-lloiioriil T. J3. Bakoig C.B.j to cominaml tho 
2ufl Jiifaniry Ib’igiido; ih’igadiei’Afouoi’al Diinhara. Massy, to 
oomuiand iho Cavalry Brigado; and nrigadicr-Gonoral Hugh 
Cough, C.l).,A^.C., to bo Hoad Cuinniaudaut. On ScptcmlaT 12th 
Ceinu’al IlobortH arrived at Ali Kho 3 d. Oji tlio 13th General 
|]ii,koi' took eommand of tlio troops iu tlio Shutargardau ; whicdi 
Pass, by th(5 ISth of tho mouth, ^vas Imld by the troops which liad 
iuovchI HI) originally, to got lie r with the whole of the 72nd High- 
iandews and iho 7ih Company of Sajiyors and Miners. The posi- 
tion was strongly ouivenchod and ovoiy procautiou taken against a 
Biupi’iso by the neighbouring tribes. 

Haying Scanircd the Shubu’gaj'dan, Sir Frederick Ethorba cast 
about for moans to eomploto liis transjjort, it being intended to 
move (gOOO au'ii upon Cabul with iis little delay as possible. 
With tlio usual cjirolessnoss wdiich marks the opovationB of Indian 
aruiLOH, and ]ierJuips with a desire to curtail expenditure, the 
transport of tli<‘- JGu-ram Valley JTcld fku-co had, upon Cavagnaii’s 
di5jnu‘tu)'e for Cabal, biuni allowed to dwindle down to iusignilicant 
proporiiouH. There wuu'o in tli(3 Valley, when tho nows of the 
IVlaasiicro wan rocoived, only 1,500 mnloH, 500 sicldy camels, and 
800 pacfc-bulloeks. Those wore just sullirdont to enahlo the Copi- 
missariat Ceparinuuii to farnisli supplios to tho winter gamson 
of the Valley. Without loss of time all tho available animaLs in 
Poshawnr and near the frontier ^^ 01 x 3 ordered to bo sent to Ali 
Klu^yl, and eventually tho army was provided wdtli almost 2,000 
mules, boLwemi 700 and BOO camels, and upwards of COO bnllocks.*^' 

^ On OuUi})(3r 1 Uli, at Oaliul, tliiti retuuisj wove : -Kales, 1,973 ; oamols, U70 ; kul- 
I 00 I 18 , G04 j luif] ecu yabus (ppaioa puvoliasecl in Cabul), 
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Tlio Gajis, TnriH, luicl local Obilzaia woro inducod to HOiid ni 
auimala with driverts, and this “ local caniaKo” was <)i‘«roat hcc- 
vice. Padshah Klwii, flic most influontial ol' tho Ulul/aii chicJ's, 
declared himself willing to aid us iu the colloctioii of supi>li('s, and 
Ids friendship at this critical momoiit was all-important, (hi i.lio 
14th of Septoinber tho Nawab Hir Gholaiii llassiui Ivliiiu, M’ho hiid 
started from Oaudahar to join Oavagnari at Cabnl, reiicliod llui 
Slmtargardan. He had hoard news of lire MirsKiiero and liad 
turned off tho Ghasni Road and made for our lUdst advanced post. 
The foot of his iioii-molestalion on tho road proved that tlio [jogar 
Valley was quiet, and tins was conlirmod by a inooimaiNsanco on 
the I'sth, whoir Gcnorul Baker went as far as tho Bhiiilviu Isotid, 
half-way hotwcou Kualii and the Sliuturgnrdiin. (hi tlio Uiliid 
the Maiigala to tho number of ‘200 or 8(lt), raided upon a small 
convoy carrying telegraph stores near Kiirutiga, oast ol the Pass, 
killed six sepoys of the escort (originally only eleven nuui), and 
twenty-one coolies and linesmen. They also succeeded in carrying 
off eighty-four mules. This showed that our convoys would probably 
be attacked daily, and General Bakor ordered that no oscort should 
be less than twenty-five armed men to LOO transport animals. 


CHAPTER TT. 


Letter i’rom the Amir' — Bakpr'a AdvftocD to lOislii — Anival of Yiikub Khun iu tlm 
Britisk Gamp — The State of Ojtbul — Excitommit ilui Lino of Ooniimuiu'atittn 

— Bepai’iura o£ tlie Laht Convoy from Ali Kheyl-^-f^^arrow of Sir F, 

Uabei-ts—The Amir’s Attempt io delay tho Advancc—Durbiir at JCupIii Tho 
Advance ordered— Instructions io the Tioops. 

The news of tbe preparatiouB at Ali Klicyi and the Sliuiai'i^^ardjui 
readied Cabul vei’y rapidly^ and a Jotter from Gonoral Rohorts k> 
tlie Amir waa also safely received. In ro]:)ly Yaluib Kluin wotu 
as follows :■ — 

To General Roberts. I Iiave received your Icitor of tlio 711^ 
and waa much pleased. I fully undoraiood what was wriiUitu 
Comploie confidence was I’eatorod, and a sense of relief t'oH iu tho 
friendship shown by the Viceroy, as my prosperity found favour in 
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liLH siglii. I am clrcadrallj distressed niul f^i'ieyod at tlie recent 
ovont, hat Uiore is no (l^htino againsL GotVs will, 1 hope to in- 
lllet sacb [)nnislimeiit on the cvil-cloors as will be knowm world- 
wide ; and to prove my sincerityj I have twice written on this 
subject, and the tliiid time by my ooufiduniial scryant, Shor 
IMuhnmiiiiid Lvliaii. I now ^vrito to say that for these eight days 
J have preserved iiiyscU' and family by the good offices of those 
who wore frumdly to me, partly by bribing, partly by coas:ing the 
roboln. Home of ilio Cavalry 1 have dismissed, and night and 
day am couHidoruig liow to put matters straight. Ploaso God, the 
maliuoors will soon meet witli the pmiihliment they deserve, and 
my ailiiirs will bo arranged to the satisfaction of the British 
Oovoriimont, Certain persons of Idgh position in these provinces 
have Ix'como rol)olUov^s ; but I am watching carefully and closely 
(n^ory <|iiartor, I have done all I could to eiisuro the Nawab 
(I'bulam flussaiidn hiifoty, 1 Lruht to God for the opportunity of 
showing my suicoro friendship for the British (Tovernmont, and 
for I’ccovcring my good nnmo before the world.” 

The A-iuirhs tinKiely, or })orlnips terror it should he called, had 
reacliod a climax; at this time. On the one hand Averc the Sirdars 
who had thrown in their lot with the mutinous troops, and were 
trying to persuade him to raise tijehad^ or religious war ; ami, on 
tlic otiior, Gouoral Bober ts and bis many, already on the move from 
Ali Kheyl. With Urn idea Unit he might save lus capital from 
destnieiiou, or, as was afterwards suggested, that he might delay 
our advance until the tril>osm(in had assomhlod at Gabul, Yakub 
Kliau reH(jlvud upon throwing hixnself into the British camp, and 
claiming sricli prf>i,(u.stioii as wo could afford. Bolbre doing this 
lie sent two uumdx'rs of the Oaluil Durbar to Ali Kheyl, viz., the 
MuKtaiill llabibulhi, Khan and tha Warir Shah Muhammad, or, 
as wo Hlionld describe them, hie Cliancollor of the EKchoquer 
and his Prime Minister. Tlioy bore a loiter in which their Hino- 
reign announced Ids ijifcojition of flying from Cabnl and placing 
huuHolf iu General Bohorts's linnds. Jhjforo this took place, how- 
ovorj tJie advance h’oin tlio Sljuiurganlan had begun, General 
Baker having puBhod forward the troops at his disposal in the 
following order. 

On Mth 8ei)tmUr*Sour guns No, 2 Moimtaiu Battery, 
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12ili Eoiigal Cavalry. Ono company 72ii(l llii>hlandorH* 
Olioorbia. 

On F-A Tloyal Jlorso A.riUlory. Sovon com- 

panics 72ucL 

On 2G(/i 8Vj)^cni?)cr,— Tnyo guiiS No. 2 M. Jl. 23ra Piom'cra. 
7Ui Company Bengal Sappers. Six oompaiuoH 5ili IHinjui) 
111 lanky. 

Oh ^Itli Scpteviher. — 14ili Bengal LancerR. 

On 28t]i Scptmulor* — One sqnacli'Oii 9Ui LancerH, l)l4i l^uijal) 
Cavalry. 92 juI lliglilaiulors. 

On iho 27Lh, Sir P. UoberLs Fad moved liis hoad-iiuarkns from Ali 
Klieyl westwards, and on ilio same day ike Amir, wiki a cousultu’- 
able cacoi'C arrived at Kuslii. Ho was reccivod wi(]i ovco’y imirk 
of respect, and ii guard of lionour, fiiniislied by iln^ 92nd Uigli- 
landers, was pbioocl at his iciit. His camp was pitchod at a litUo 
distance from the BritiHli army. 

Having joined General Roberts at Ali Ivlioyl on tUo oveuiiig of 
September 26th, I may take up the story of the advauco from about 
that period, I will therefore give luy lottcrs as they were publiHlietl 
at the time : — 

Am KiinvL, Wih Sppttmhor, 

The nnexpectod news of the arrival of the Amir Yalcnb Khan 
at Kushi lust night has been received \Yiih general BatiKl'aHioii, 
as affairs are much simplified as regaida the military puHitit)iu 
There has hoeu much doubt all along as to the sincority of 
Yakubas protestations, and it was not easy to deternnuo the lino 
of action when Oabul should ho finally rc3ached. Jhit tlio Amir’s 
authority has plainly orimiblGd to the dust in his capilal; and, if 
not a fugitive, he must have come as a suppliant to us to rcun- 
state him on the throne, at iho saino time tliat wo nvinigo tbo 
Massacre of the Embassy. It seems far mom ])Tohablo, liowevor, 
that ho is a fugitive ; for it is stated that Gabul is in a stale of 
anarchy, which can only moan that tho populace Jiavo fratoruii^ed 
with the mutinous troops and have driven out a sovercigu who had 
made terms with the Kafirs. If this bo really so, tho faio of the 
city, in case any opposition is shown when our nnny movoH lor- 
ward, should be sealed. The only argumoik an Afghan undcrBiandH 
is direct and severe punishment for offoncos committed, and tho 
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j)UTiMiaioiii sliould now bo cbjalt oitL Avitliouij hdinl, oven if Cabul 
Inii-J lo 1)0 Kiudvod. NoL a man in ilio fovco Lbjifc ib now about to 
malvO Llio liJial adviiiioo would fool otbor tliiui the keenest pleiisuro 
in Booiii^' Cobu] biirn^ for il iw liopoloss to oxpcci an armed rabblo, 
Bucdi as wlikdi now holds the ciLy^ to show a Hteady front 
when (ioiiural liulx'rts’s army closes Avitb tbcia. They lack 
loadiWB to dij*(‘et tlioir nioYOinentSj ami though army cane! fimoiii- 
iiition may bo j)lcnLirul in tbeir midst, their organization is about 
equal to tluifc of a Jhiropoan mob Biiddculy placed in power after 
a long period of strict govenunout. Their capacity for mischiof 
is as limited as that of any other rabhle, for ihoir futuro move- 
luouiH are all (lopoadeui upon oai>yid.o iulluencoH. If loll lo ihoir 
own will, tliny would ]jr()bal)ly split u}) into factions, of which ibo 
strojigest would eventually sweep a, way all rivals ; but when monacod 
by a stranger j>owor, llu^y must either dissolve, or by sheer doggod- 
ness attcunpt to dispuio jxjssossiou of that which they have gained. 
The Cabul mutineers are not of a typo whioli ^^dio but never 
surrender/' and although tlioy may risk a brush Avith the British 
forces, they will most lilctdy seek sabjty m llight before any severe 
tlirasidng can 1)0 given them, Jt mil bo most aggravating if this 
proves to be the (iase, but until the Amir lias explained in detail 
th(j course of (weuts fn)ni the time of Sir Louis Oavagnari’s death, 
an ('xnct estimate of the positiou at Cabul cannot bo arrived at. 
TTio confeiAmoo which is sure to iako place with Bir JrinderickKoberts 
XU a day oi' two will setllo what course is to bo taken, and it is to 
1)0 hoped no undue iendernesB will ])o shown in laying down the 
linos upon xvliudi the policy of the next few weeks is to be carriod 
forward. Hy Woduosdtiy at the latest u completely equipped force 
of over G,0()0 men will ho at Kushi, and on the following morning 
tlio march will b(‘gim Bmiday next should see the J3rjtisli troops 
oucamped hedbre Cab\d, iiud thou will begin the punishment of a 
city which is only connected hi the saddest way witii the expansion 
of our power in A sia. 

Bir Kroderitik Itoborts did nob reach Karatiga, his first march 
from here, yesterday, without a Avai’uing tJiat the fcribos are 
detoianiucd to do mischief so far as Hob in tlieir power. Tho 
wajning was conveyed iu the praclioal way of his party being fired 
upon at Ji(\i Thaxxa in tho flaaara Darukht defile near the oncl 6f 
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tho joimioy, nud I lua Horry Lo isuy Dr. Towuacud wa,H ]uL in 1.1 u) 
ikcG, and is rej)oriod lo bo sovercly wouiulod. As (.lio U'L'grnph 
lino lias since boon oni wo liavo iioi l)con boon ablo io lonni ruti 
paTiiculars of Uio atiuck, <n' wbh wliai loss tlio ussnilanls 
driven off. No olbor casiniliioH ooenrre^d in (loinu’al IIoIhmIh’s [^arly, 
but a detaolmiout of Llio []n\ Siklis^ wlu) wore soiii down IVoiu llio 
Slmtargardau io patrol tlio road, nei'(' not so Ibrl.iniato. T)n\y 
wore ai tacked by a lai-go body of tribosuuni and lost liv(i men, 
Tlioi -0 lias been coiisidorublo oxcUeineiit all along ilic liii(‘ from 
Tliull lo 8hutavgardan during the last Ibrty-oiglit hours, as 
of intouded attacks by Mangals and Zaiiualdits luivc Ihuui sent in 
by friondly villngors. The camps at AH Klioyl, tho koiwar ivotuJ, 
Kurram, &c,, avo very wcalHy guarded now, as so many lroo])S 
Lave been sent on, and tins liici is evidently known to tJio irtbeSj 
wlio are bent upon niiscliief. It is impossi))lo Lo fojn Ltdl wJkui an 
attack will 1)0 made ; but so serious did Uio cluuico fujein yeslor’* 
day, of largo numbers of Ike Mangals coming down in this 
direction, that the G7tb Foot, who were to nuncli to-dity for 
lOiratiga, have ])Ocn detained. It was fully expected Unit ibo 
Poiwar Kotal would liavo been attacked last night, mid as only 
two companies of the 8th Ilegiuumt wore there, tho (duuuH) of 
a smart fight ^vas looked upon as cortaiin Ihit nolhing (iinno 
of the alarm, so far as I can learn, and the post will 1)0 
Bircngllienecl by men from Kurram, as soon us possible* Tho 
81si N.I* must now bo well on its way to tho Valley, mid us 
soon as it arrives, liettor arrange moiiis can bo made to p,r()tcct 
the camps. The Mangals arc said io have asked permission 
from a friendly tribe in the valley bolAveon this and Jkiiwur Kolal 
to pass through their territory, and this request can only have 
been mado with a view to harass our oommnnicationH. Tho 
camps are so large-having hitherto boon garj-iaoued by (umsi- 
derable bodies of men— that with reduced stroiigth couiinaudautB 
can scarcely be expected to guard every yard of that has 

been raised for dofoBGC. With the 85tli Foot and tlioBFst N,h 
available for use from Kurram to the Shutargardan all would bo 
well, but tho dato of their arrival hero is uncertain. 1 do not 
think, however, that these potty annoyances will hindor tho alb 

Breastworks built with stones, greatly in voguo k ACgluwhtaB. 
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iiuporiauL aclvaiico upon Gabul^ as Gouoral Roberts’s army will be 
HO equippeal an to be able to operate iiKbq.iciKlently for some 
time to coino. It is too strong to fear anything that may bo in 
front, and oneo on ilio move tlie reality of our progress to Gabul 
\viU])reHeut itself in very striking colours to the restless tribes, 
'^riio olfortH of the mooli wlio liave miquostioiiably been at 
work for soino timo, may bring al)oiit results which will caiiso 
imicdi trouble to our garrisons, but l)oyoiitl this there is irotliing to 
be feared. The onsulng winter \Yill probably see an expedition 
ou a largo scale against tho Maiigals and Zaimukhts, for when 
oiioo the passes are closed botwooa this and Oabul Ihoro will bo no 
necessity for stationary camps, and six or eight rogiinonta, with a 
dii(3 coni] )leiu cut of artillery, may march into the Mangal and 
Kliost country, and ouco for ail sottlo old scores with tho tribes 
that have yo troiililod us. Noaror Thuli the road is by no means 
Halo, aiiotlior man liaving boon killed on tho Kalir Kofcal between 
our frontier station and tlio Ih’st post westwards. The cowardice 
of the usBailaiitH is so marked that the post bags and convoys are 
loft Lintoucliod, though ilio escoi'ts arc very small. There seems 
at present no plan in tho attacks tliat are male, though assem- 
blies of 2,000 or 3,000 men arc reported to have taken place 
among tho more rosoluto Hoctlon.B of tho Man gals. Tho Ibizara 
Dai'ulilit defile is the favourito spot at which attacks arc made, 
tho dillicultioH of the road rondoriug rapid passage impossible* 
OTie 07th J^\)ot march to-morrow morning i'or Karatiga, and if 
attacked in tho usual place they \vill clouhtloBB give a very good 
ac.count of thomsclves. They arc escorting amnnuiition and bag- 
gago, but even with those cncam])raaceB they will huvo strength 
enough to handle very roughly any number of assailants. 

Katiatiua, 29th Sepieniher, 

Uarly this morning tho final complements of tho Cabul Field 
Force loft All Khoyl, and they have now reached this post, which 
is noar tlio foot of tlio yhutargardaii. To-morrow th(3y proceed to 
Kushi, and then tho army which is to march upon Oabul vid the 
Lngiir Valley will bo compleio. As early as throe o’clock this 
morning tho troops began to turn out in the upper and lower 
campB at AH Khoyl, and as there was a largo convoy fc6 bo mar- 
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sliallod, all officovB woa‘o l)Usily on^a^'oil iu ])uiiin<): Hluj>- 

b\ui]^o. ol.‘ Uio b’ool bIiu'UhI oil’ i\i \\,\\ 

early b<mv iLUii uiaivbod L<> Drolsila, Lo vliicli ]iliu‘(3 linU' a 

clopUauiH, uudcv au CBcoi’i oi’ iwu ocnujiiiuicB of lh(3 ‘21 h(> IbN.!., 
liad b('cn sGuL Uio previous (ivouiuo-, Ibdorc thiyliiY'Jik iUo t>i‘(Kt|H 
to mOYo o;iL oi‘ AU Klioyi, Tlioy oousislrd of Uio nuualu- 
dor of tUo ()7Ui iA)()fs and Uio 2lsl, JbN.l., (idi lluUnry li.A.> 
two Qatlmg and (hdailn of various native ravidry I'ojj^innnits, 

111 all Uioro wore about lA^OO inon, and llic convoy itsclft'oiisiHlnd 
of about 1,500 liidoii auiniids, ciuiudH, luuics, bu]l<)cks, and 
ponies. iJosidcB tbo bagg;L<j;o of tlio trf)ops innvcdiing) tluu'o Wjih a 
large quniitiiy of aminuuildon being scut a]), and it was a jnatt('r 
of no little auxi('ty to gd all well forward, (lonei'iil I\ I aopl un-son 
was in command, and among the oLlior oflLiau-s going on wtU'o 
Colonel Maegj-egor, General JJugliGougb, and Colonel Ileiilh(u)to, 
CliLof Transport Oniccr. Lt took about four boars to start tlio 
whole lino, but onoo on tlio nu)V(3 little time was lost. mad 

lies up a river bed, and the stream liudto bo crosHod and n'crossod 
timcH imuTmcrable. In many places no tiling but ii> luero track 
over stones and bouldors was forilicomiug, and the pace was nocos^ 
sarily slow, Tbo 07tb men marched in such bno form, that 
halts bad frequently to bo calbjd iu order to onablc tiio baggage 
ammals to cIuho up, for it was quite possible iluit iiii al.tack iu 
forco might be mado upon tbo convoy by ilic A'langals. Tho. occur- 
rence of Haturday, in wliicb five of the 8rd Sikhs \voro killed, mjd 
Dr. Townsend, of General Koborts’s staiT, wounded, lias shown 
that the local tribes had como down ; and it was not unlikely tJiat 
they Mmuld attempt to cut bo long a lino as that which had to ho 
formed between AU Kboyl and Karatiga, Accordingly Gmun-al 
Maepherson so urvanged tbo escort that armod men were HcattniYul 
from end to end of the convoy, in addition to there being a strong 
advanced guard of the GTtli, and an equally Btrong body of the 
2lst T.N.L in rear. On the troops from Ali Khiyl remdnng 
Drekila— a post on the road overlooked by some cuviouHly BhajHul 
peaks, raiU’-worn so as to resomblo rudely an artificial fortifieaiion, 
with a suspicion of stunted minarots thrown in— Ibo <dophitnls 
vvex-e started off, and tho main body of the convoy followed, tbc 
gnus with their escort halting for an hom\ Thou tho wliolo lino 
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WfiH pui ill ixioiioii, aurl tlio Il{i,5^arii Davaklit dcdlc wns mado 
{\)Y. This (lefllo Ib ca'rininl^^ 0110 of tlxo wovyt iliat troops could 
over hope to ])asy in iho iiico of au (‘iiomy. The roiul still follows 
tho riv(‘r ivhioli is slint in ])y stoop liills cloLlicd with fir-trcoB, 
olVorlvnv Bphnulid oovor. Tlio IuUh nre wo pi’ccipitons that it would 
1)0 iin[>()Wwib]o in many phioow for mini to scale tlioin, and a liaiul- 
fnl of rcKoluio RoldiovR 0 ()nl(l (ihi'ck on army vvitti but little 
troLiljlc. Tt wiiB abont Jaji Thana, two or throe miles from Ivara- 
tii^'U, that nil athiclc xvas cxpoclcdj and it ivas tlior(3 that General 
RoIxh’Lb had. been lired upon, bat singularly ouougli the greater 
jiart of the convoy had reached the caiujhng ground before a shot 
was tired. Tli(3n a small jiarLy of tribesmen appeared, and though 
they Ruce, coded in scui'ing a few sowars they retired very smartly 
when tin' (Xscort opened lire, A company of the 5th N.f. doubled 
out of the poFii here when the alarm was given, ])ut tlicir aid was 
not needed. The whole convoy at tlie time J am writing (0 p.m,) 
is now wahdy cmcainpod hero, and early to-iuorvow it will move 
on lo l\ushi, ddic hatlory of artillery was to have made the Sbn- 
ttirgardan this evening, iboy arrived too late for the march to 
he aiitomphuh To-night strong picqinds arc posted on tho hills 
wliicli coiiiniand Kiiratiga on tJu'Oo sides, and xve Imvo made our- 
{X'ivoR UR coni (brt able as possible. 

Jt is unlikely, however^ tliat any attempt will he made to harass 
us, as i,ho Mmigalw recoixanl a sevoro castigation on Saturday, 
Tlie ex]>huniirion of iho firing upon Geneixd lioberts anrl his stall 
on that day is v<uy siinplo. A large party of tribesmen cut 
tln 3 tolcgm])h wire near JajI Thana, almost within sight of 
Karaiiga foiT, and Ihon waiL(3d in aiubaRli for the party sent 
out i.o rtp>luco the when This party was ginirdcd hy twelve of 
tho drd SildiH, a, ml no sooner had they reached the point where 
tho him had boon cut than they mivo fired upon from a high 
%voodod hill on their right, One sepoy wim killed at tlie first 
volley, and wliilo directing their five to iho hill the men wore 
attacked in rear by Komo Maugals who had preAiously crossed 
tho road. Fom* Sikhs wore killed in all, and as tho hills woro 
fiwavnxlng with men, a party of eighteen of the 92}ul High- 
hiudors, under Oolour-Scrgoaiit Jloclor Macdonald/^' and forty- 
Hecoirtjd a counnifjjsioii for lljiy atal other aota of 
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live of the 3 rcl SUdiB wore Jim^ricdly soiiL oni. Tho oiioiny 
■were yory skong, but llio lligblaiulovH got Lhom woll witlilu 
rangOj uiul it ib calciilaiccl that ni ioabt tbiily KiIUmI nud 

many inoro wouiulod. They avoi‘o diivaui ov(n‘ tlu^ Jiiilis iu full 
rotrciit. Another largo parly fuod a volley ni (loneuil IIoIx'vIh 
and liis party, of wlioui J>r. Townsend wini wounded. Tlio 
Gonoml had only wiih him the hoad-{pi!irLers of the Ciiviiliy 
.Brigade, a Bqnadron of the 9th Liua’ers and the f)Ui l^uujah 
Cavalry, as ho was riding hai'd to roacdi the MluilargardMii, hui 
very rortnnatoly tvvciiiy-live jnen of the 92nd UiglilniiderH, ulio 
bad boon sont from Kiivatiga to act as his advanc(^ (pnii'd, joiucfl 
him near daji Tlmiia, Those and soinc disrnouiitcfl baiicorM lahl 
the MangalB in chock nntll the 2HU\ Punjah [ufautry, on baggago 
guard iu roar, camo up and cleared the lioights. Ten day tlu'ro 
was no large gathering, as T have said, hut the narrow oseapo of 
onr Gonm'al Jinido us extra vigilant, 

CABrp KuHirr, Ocloher, 

The whole of bho Cabul Field Force has passed beyond the 
Sbntnrgardan, and to-iiiorrow monniig at eight o’clock Iho real ad- 
vaneo upon Cabul begins. General Massy is now at 7/orgliuu Wliahr, 
eight miles from here, wiih the 12 th and hith Bengal Gavtdiy, 
tW'o guns two companies of the 72nd llighhinders, and 

the 5tli P.N.J. General Baker’s and General MaejdieisriirB 
brigades will join him, and General Sir F. llohertH and h(’ad- 
quartors, acooinpaniod by the Amir and Ids retinue, will also 
start for this advanced camp to-iuorj'ow. ITio force will thou bo 
concentrated, and tho three marches which rojuain to b(‘ in/ido 
before Cahul comes in sight wdll take place witlioni dedny, 
Sunday, the 6 th/'’" will see uB Lefure Iho walls of the diy^ ])U(, 
whether scriouB opposition will bo euconnt(wed iy (pnU^ a matter 
of conjecture. The latest nicws boro is, that the four reginnadH 
sent hy the Amir to quell tho roholliou in Hadaksluin am rciiiming 
in hot haste to Cahul, hut their feelings are not knowju Jt is 
only reasonablc3, however, to suppose tlmfc they are auxions (o hliaro 
iu the display of hearty enmity against the ilritish, and if iltis bo 

* This exrecktiori watii a i;ory faiv fliui \it the time, but tho 5ncvitftU<? tiauKiioU* 
difficulties QCouired aiul the Itiilb bad to he called, 
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so, Ihero will be aboni olcvon roginieiits to bo met, excluding 
artillery and cavalry, wbioli do not count for much. At the out- 
side there would bo 5,000 regular infantry ; and as? our force 
conHistH of over GfiOi) men of all aims, any opposition* the 
inutinoers may make cannot bo of long dnration. If they 
obstiuatoly ding to Cabul and dofoiid it according to the best of 
their ability, the city inny perhaps take us some days to capture ; 
but it would be fearful wealaiosa on their part to allow themselves 
to bo caged wit! jin walls from which there can be no escape. The 
Amir, who is still in camp lierc, had an interview with Sir F. 
Jdoborts tliis evening, and pleaded that nothing should be done 
hastily, (widoutly fearing that his capital stood a very fair chance 
of being destroyed. Ihit the present temper of our policy runs 
directly contrary to all delay, and it was useless to urge that there 
•wore many wavorors in Cubul who had not yet joined the mutineors, 
but who ^Yel■o tioterrod by fear from attempting to favour the enuso 
of Olliers — whidi in this cilbo is tlie cause of an Amir rvlio has 
thrown himself into llio arms of a late enemy. Sir li’. Roberts 
told Iho Amir distinctly that not even a day's dr-lay >vonld talco 
place, aiul that to-morrow would see iho whole army on the way 
to Cabul, -In dcrereuco, however, to the Amir’s wishes, a pro- 
claiuatioii wouJd be isHued and circulated in advance, in wliicb all 
liogo subjects of the Amir ■would bo asked to declare thoms(dves, 
and due notice of juinislmiont bo given to such us continued 
rebellious. At this aunoniu'emeiit the Amir and his nobles seemed 
mucdi ])lt‘a8(al, though its value may prove practically nil If 
Cabul has not boon satdvod ])y the mutiiioers, but is still held by 
tliom, it would he a dungerouK matter for tlu3 Amir's adliorohts to 
come out, as tiny would inovitjibly ho cut down as traitors. As a 
test of the disposition of the citi/ams, it may bo useful in deter- 
ring the soldiers fnjin altcvnipting to defend the place, as ilioir 
position would bo unlenahio wero the feeling of the people shown 
to be against them. From all points of view it is obviously to 
the advantage of onr polh^y tliat Cabul shouhl bo quickly occupied : 
on tbo one hand, to punish the mutineers severely, if, in the heat 
of their fanaticism, they roHolvo to fight; and, on the other, to 
prevent it being looted, if they consider it safer to load tbemselvos 
with l)ooty Jincl make for Bome of the hulopcndont klmiiatos. 



i 6 The Afpjiau II Tr, iS70“-‘'h'). 

Afia ?iigu of tli(J liin(3r"5j ifc innsl, 1)(‘ iiolicod llmi Wnli MjilioiiK'd 
IQiair^' and frieudH, who Lroiisiur ii|) llio l-fjiditionH of Dost 
Maliomofra vnlo, loivo lofti Cahiil in onl(U' iioL Lo Iki inijdlrjilrd in 
any actions of the rcbollioin' troojiM, and aro now iii Zor^hmi Mluihr. 
Tlioy form iii]qnoi->t[oujil)ly a powcriii] fn'Iloii. in rnhnl, anil i( will 
porliupa he a dillicult luntiior to heej> llunn from iiiiri‘;iiini:\ if lln'y 
soe that Yakub Jvliini is Hns]K‘H(al of troaclu'ry by I he Ihili.Jn 
When GciioTiil LtobcJ’fcH nnh Wall Malioined ^('sh'rday, (lu‘ bhrdar 
was most profuse in liis profoHsioaM of [ihMid',l)i|) ; but it was |dni]i 
that tho friendship was dietated liy h(dfd nl (‘vesL. The (am of llu' 
wheel may, in YhiU Mnli<uuod’s own opinion, (hrow Yahuh Klnui 
ont. of power, and a now vulev nuist ewdi idaud, for. Such 
nil or would only gTyvern undor Ihe shadow (d‘ onr arms, and |.)> 
meet ns Inilf-way btsfore llio crisis eonnm is a de(>p slrnln^ of ptiliey. 
How for it will succeed no ono can y(d. toll, hut oitr failh in Dm 
Amir so far is not BuffujiGuDy sliakeii to Juslity tlu^ coiinleiuinidng 
of a pretender. Wall IMahoiufsl w^is ordoiod lo reniain with 
General llfassy in tho camp at Z(Tglmii Slialir, hat to nmri'ow Im 
niul Yalvul) Khan may moot, and niiicdi dison Don will ho needed 
to keep up a show of aniicahlo ndetioiudn']) holweisi 1 1 mm. 'fJm 
story of tlio Massficro has yot to l)n niftod in all its didails, ajid 
Wnli Mahomed may ho amoiig tlio witnesses oiled ((» give evidt’iien. 
Witli Yalaih Khan and his sirdars in luislu, ii,nd Wnli fthdmined 
and his followers only eight mih's awa,y, the posiDan is a didioaU^ 
one, and it will ])o intcrcKtiiig to waUdi its (hwadopmont. 

Jfrom what 1 can loam, the foUowdng wmnld Hianu to laivo hm\ 
the order of things at tho so-calli'd Huvhar on Hc^ptondau' 2tlth, 
At 11 A.M. Rir Frederick Hohoris and iho jwimdpnl oflleora of 
his dmsiomil staff (with whom was (lemTal IDlls, thi),, Vd).), 
rode to that part of the camp whore teid,s laid laam pitolmd 
for tho Amir's use. The voioran Dnond Mhah juet Dm parly, 
and after general hamFshakiiig conduet(Ml them into the diivhar 
tent whore tho Ainir was waiting. Tho usual fonmil C(‘re- 
monies and inquiries were gone through, and Hir bVodorick 
Eoherts then left. At four ohdoelc in Dm sfierneon tluj Amir 
willi iho heir-apparent and his sirdars retniauirl tlio vipiL A 
guard of honour of tho 92nd Gordon Ilighlaiulors was drawn 

^ A 8on of Dofcst Matonied Rlam, and tlicvofaro ntioW of KUan, 
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Yakub Khans ^lounkd Highlanders. 

lip io rccoivo him ; tho hand played^ and evovy attention was 
bcnipuloiisly sbomi* There wore many Britiftii otliccrs fj*om the 
varioub r('f;imcuis proHont, wlio WMtehod rather critically the dis- 
])hiy of eoromonial poliLoiK^ss which, as a matter of conrso, 
followed. The Amir was lost in adjairation of his guard of 
honour, and ho may w^oli ho pardoned for his earnest study of the 
men: the (lordoii lliglilandors arc in physique and hearing per- 
fect spocinieiis of British soldiers, 'When the yisit came to au 
end tiiio Amir mounlcd his horse (one of those presented to him 
at Gundanuik), and rode to Ids own camp, outsido the British 
Jines, T’ho hand of tlio Gordon Highlanders followed him and 
^dayed before his tent, and directly aficln^ardH ho was visited by 
Generals Balcor and Hills. Scveinl oHujors also strolled down to 
the eaanp and found miuh food for amusement in the demoanonr 
and cosLumo of the ^00 Imrsoincn who form the escort of Ahikuh 
Kliatu Th(‘so iiudude such novcdlios as mounted Higlilandors, 
who rido nintlly nhoiit camp on Uie l{*ast provocation. At dusk a 
guard of tlio 72nd Highlanders, nndor a Briiish officer, was 
inonnted over the Ajujrh tent, and the same attention has been 
jndd to him day and Tiighi since. It is a sign of our loving- 
JdiuhiesH lowarcls him, and of our deep amKiety that his personal 
safety should ho assnrod, After Laving conic to us as a gnosi, it 
ivoidd ho the height of inhos])itality not to show him all honour, 
iGiatever litilo accounts may liavo to bo settled hereafter in our 
cam]) at CahuL 

''fho following order has l) 0 (m issued hy ^ir B. Koherls;— 

Tim Govennnoit of India luiviiig decided Unit the Kurram 
Field Jh)rc(^ shall proceed with all possible despatch io Cabul in 
response cd’ His HighnoHs the Amir’s tippeai for aid, and with the 
object of avenging the dastardly murder of tho Jh*itihli Boprosenia- 
tive ami his escort, Sir F, lloborts feels sure that tlio troops under 
his command will reHj)o.ud to tin's call with a determination to 
prove t]ioniH(dvos worthy of tho sacred duty on trusted to thorn, 
and of tho Ingh rejiutjUiion IJioy have maintained during the recent 
campaign, Tlio jVlajor-OoJionil need address no words of exliorfca- 
tiou to soldiers, whoso courage and Igrtitudo have boon so well 
proved. The Af|ghan Bihen are luxmorous but witliout orgaum- 
tien, tho j'oguhn’ army is andisciplinod and whatever may he tho 

a 
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di&pfii'ii}' in iiunibci’S, sncli foes can never 1)0 forwitlablo lo Her 
Majesty’s troops. 

“ T]ig dictates of liuraaiiity require that a distiiicLiou sliould ho 
made bc^^Yecu the pcaceal)lo iiihal)itantB of Afo’liauisiuu ami (lie 
treacherous murderers for whom a just rctriljntioJi is iti Htor(s and 
Sir Koberts desires to impress on all ranks the iiocesidl.y lor 
treating the iuoffciisiYe populatiou wdth justice, forbeavanco, ami 
clemency. The future comfort ami wcll-heing of the force dopcaul 
largely on the fi'ieiid]ine>ss of our rolatioiiB witli tlio distihsiH from 
which our supplies niust be drawn; prompt paymoiit is enjoimal 
for all articles purc'hased by departnieiits and hidivuluals, ajul aJl 
disputes must be at once referred to u political ollicer for dcciHitUK 
The Major'-Geneml couhdcutly looks forward to the HiicceKsful 
accomplishment of the ohjecte of tho expedition and tlui ro”- 
estahlishnient of order and a settled governmont in Afghainsiand’ 

As regards the military position here, it in scarcely maiOsHary to 
emainerate the regiments nowon the ground, mb, with tho eKCoptioin 
of those at Zerghnn Sluihr, under General Mnssy, all tluj imopH 
detailed for the Cabul Field Force are hoav muHtored ready ior 
the inarch , The m arch of the 67 th F oot , 21 st N . I . , 0 - 3 , K . A . , 
and the Gatling guns fiom Karatiga to ICushi occupital two days, 
General Afacplierson considering it wise to halt the 1,500 haggngo 
animals on the Sluitargardau last night and give tlnun au oxtrn 
feed, so as to prepare tliom for futiu'e hard work. This was an 
excellent idea, for the poor Leasts are in the worst eontlilion, and 
good food can alone make them equal to the heavy loads they have 
to carry. The Shutargardan is indeed a bletilc wildevucBs (Wtui 
now, and the road which descends to the bed of tbo river "would 
try the stamina of the best pack animals in tho world, Tho iliin 
line of the convoy was, however, w'orlced safely down, and all day 
it wound its alow length along through narrow goi'grs, over the 
stony river bod, up tho steep Sliinkai Kotal (surely tho tnost 
desolate spot in all the desolation of Afghanistan), and ihoueo 
along the bi^oad road traversing the open pluin^ which sproads out 
in stony barrenness from the foot of the mouuininH. ^Jluwo waB 
a large amount of ammunition being brought ii]\ and so jonlons 
were we of the valuable boxes, that special guards wore told olf to 
all animals carrying them* But nothing was seen of any hostilo 
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cljiDsiuon imlil klo in tbo oYoning, wlicn n Po w bliota wore fired, 
and homo ninriindoi'H hiieooodod in oarryi^ijn oil’ llirco muloB, Tak- 
injL,^ into eonsidoraljon Iho lon<d'b of lino of tlio convoy and tlio 
didiciilLy of Hie WJiy, siicli a lohh is nioht inHlf»nificont, although 
every tliali can l)(vn‘ a load ih now of exceptional valuo. It ia 
holiovod find tlu) laigo?* Iiodios of MangaLs and indoponclonfc 
(fliil/aih wlio had aisisoinidod on tlio ront(5 liavo dLsperhod to tlicir 
lionica, ainl onl^^ Hiray rolibora arc now ahoiit. These, liowever 
nro capahlo of nuudi inisohiof. A syco was shot througli the leg 
ycHterday, and Severn 1 camp iblJow(3rs have heon cut up. 

'J’lus camp will ))0 hrol\:(ai up to-morrow^ as all the troops aro 
under orders to hvivo for Z erg linn Hhahr, and Cor the next fortnight 
or HO no ationqdi will ho luado to keep up the lino of coimnunica- 
tion Indweoii the advtineing force and tlio old fCunaim Btaiions* 

! loIi<igramB of ccuivso will ho Hcuii hy Captain Htraiou’s hignallovs, 
and iho jnwt will lie ciivvitMl as reguhuly as the comlitious of tlie 
nnmer He‘vvicu\ perm its, hut beyond ilus w(3 shall bo in our own 
little world, nelf-camiaiuod, and sol b supporting. As innch local 
carriage an posaiblo IniH boon liirod, anti the in (In once of iho Amir 
upon neiglilumTing vlllag(‘S Inis boon freely exercised. Crain paid 
as trilmto has also conio in, and this lias luum banded over to the 
ConuniHsariat, wliicli IniH also purdiastal largely of all who aro 
willing to sell. At ]n’es('Uti all is favomvihli^ to a rapid andsuccesR- 
fill advnnce. The days aro clear and warm, and a bright inoo3i 
roiiders night surprises Imposhlhlo. 'The weather is so mild that 
iho can)[)-rol]owors can live in comfort without additional warm 
clothes being servml out, and tbo whole force is very healthy. To 
say that ilie nuui a)‘e anxiouH to advance and are all in high spirits 
is Hiuu’isdy noeesHavy, Ilioy aro too good material to need any 
such imijRo, 
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CJIAPTEB III. 

The March to Zergliun Rliahr — Proclanialioii to the reoplo of CatuiJ — Tlic CoroiHmiliun 
of the “Avetiyinij Array” — March to Sufed Sang- Tiiuis|)oi t DidlruHich--- llofi- 
tility of Villa geri-— Mai cli to Charasia — Gayaky llcconmUbKanca — Tlra Uattlo of 
Cbarasia — Defeat of the Afghans- 


ZEDOnUN SUtVITR, 2/fd Ovi()ho)\ 


The camp afc ICnslu v‘as all afitir early iiiis mortiiu^h For it was our 
first day's march> and the capacity of our aiiiuutls Innl 

yet to he tested. It is true we Lad only to march oig;']it ini leu l>o 
Zer^liuii Shahr, where (Iczicral T\fassj luici hoou in ciunp for 
some days ; but still there were large qiiiuiiitios of storoB and 
ammunition to he movoch Goncrid liakcr'K Hrigude nuts tlui tlrHt, 
to move, and at eight o’clock they followed in the waike of the 
5th Punjab Cavalry, which was ordered to cover llioir frunti and 
fianks. The greatest anxiety was regarding the l)nggage, but tlio 
aiTangemeiits were well made by tho ii’ansport officerH, and jih 
the animals had an easy road to follow the nuivch vvan a very 
satisfactory one. 


'V^itli one or two exce2:>tions the lino -wag well ]cf'])t, and the 
baggage reached its destination pretty rapidly. Tho 5t]i JhCh 
advanced as if in a country BWanning with muanios, (ho advan( 5 (i 
guard being thrown out a milo in frontj and llankorB working tni 
either hand over the stony hills wdiich traYorBcd tho 
lowing the cavahy were P-A, E.B.A., a small party of sigiiHljca-s, 
the 23rd Pioneers, the 73nd Highlanders, No. ^ Mounlain Ibiltory, 
5th PJ., one company Sappers and Minors, ihiggago, bhdd 
. ospiUil, Engineer Park, 5tb Ghoorkas (as rear-gnard), and a low 
troopers of the 5th P.C, All the troops looked very tit, and ili<iy 
iBarchcd with an dlan that could not be misiahmu Tlio road 
taken was over the stony plain whicdi oxtonds for two or Llnrc 
miles on either hand, and the march was abHoluicly without 
incident. Zerghun Shahr ivas reached before noon, the troopu 
a ting or half an hour about four miles out, and the r(jgimenLB 
tiled oi! to their camping grounds on the open plain. The village 
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lirs SI few linudiMMl ysunlB to iho wowt of blio road, and is of very 
small (limoiiHionH. A rmiidug' stream supplies tlio csimp witk 
wsiior, tlie [)rin(U[)le of tlio larc,z (tlio niukiug of a contmuous line 
of wells, c*onuo(iLecl Isy lui undergronud ehaiiuul, carrying tlie 
wiricA* to a lower level) luiving boon largely applied. With the 
oxcJopLiou of the fruit trees iu the village there is no vegetation 
anywlioro io ho scan), and iho country is nearly a repetition of 
that previously passed over ; bare liills looking down upon stony 
plaiuH will (ill do uoUiiug hut reflect the sun’s rays upon uiilueky 
Iravollors. I’lio dcisolal.o aH])oct of everything is most distressing, 
but wo JUH' lu)[)ing for botior ilungs oftei' another march. 

To 3*elurji to the march from Kushi: (Jenci-al Maepherson^s 
Brigade loft at Uui oVloclc, Sir Fredoriok Brnhoi'ts and stall’ 
starting sl)out an Jiour liiler. With them was the Amir and his 
Hirdars, who (if)ul(l iiot fail to bo impi’essed with the compactness 
and fitnciHs for any kind of work of iho soldiers boforo him. 
Kvory ollbrt was nxado, too, to keep the baggage anunais woll 
togotluj]’ under Rtrong escorts, so u»s to show Mis Highnoss that 
our uj’iuy was not careless on tlio numh, and would not Iny itself 
open to surprise. When bucIi grand rogimonts as the 67tli, 
72u(l, and Oiiud arc on tlui move, it is not likely there will bo any 
slackn(‘HH, for the men arc of the old stamp, and know what 
discipline and HmartnoBS mean. The Amir upon arriving Lore 
was shown to lus om^ampiiig giamnd, which is woll away from 
that of Wall Mahonmd, mooting l)oUvoon the two at the present 
juncture beiTig Htndionsly avoided. The camp is overran with 
wild-looking Afghans, generally galloping at headlong speed 
without ajiy B]i(j(5ial objeud in vi(3W, aiul but for the sturdiness of 
our Honti’ioB iliofio mangy Ijorsomen would invade the privacy of 
oven hoad-(piartors and bingade camps. Our soldiers bear them 
no good^v]ll, and UBtuilly return their look of insolent braggadocio 
with a frown wlucdr cxproBUcs a good doaU Tommy Atkins is on 
the wliolo a very lunmst sort of follow, and his ire is now roused 
against these swag^goruig cowards, who wore in Oabul when our 
KmbasHy was attacked, and would not raise a finger to aid the 
handful of mm who ])orisliocL Poor old .Daoud Shah is perhaps 
entitled to some little 3-ospoot; but for the others contempt m 
almost too good. Tho Amir is om* guest— a guest perhaps upon 
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wkom a fincndly watch is kept as a ma,l,tGi‘ of procaiifioii — and wo 
cannot therefore give ezprc&Kiou to our focliugs very fraiildy, but 
it the Carap were canvasecd the general opinion would [)o one of 
rathor ir strong kind as regards his vaeillaiiou and eowurdiea cm 
the 3rd of September. However, he is now in the midst of an 
army which will soon be ut the gates of bis capital, and then ho 
will have to sit down quietly until our policy is duly shaped — 
this time simply in accorclanco with our own aims, iind uUoiiy 
regardless of his protestations. Ho is now profuso in his thaiil^H 
for the proclamation which is to go before us to Cabal ; at the Hiiuio 
time he is doubtful of its effect upon the rautiiieerH. 1 1 is tone 
might change^ perhapS; if he could soo any nay out of his prosont 
difffciiltica other than that to bo made by our ImyouetR. 

The proclamation alluded to was dated Octoboj' 2iid, and was 
sent off' to-day to Cabnl. It is as follows ; — 


^'Proclamation to the People ozf’ Cabul. 

‘‘Be it knowm to all that the British army is advancing on 
Cabul to take possession of the oily. If it bo allowed to do so 
peacefully, well and good; ii not, the city will bo seizctl by ibren. 
Therefore all aycII- disposed persons ayIio have taken no part in the 
dastardly murder of tbo British Embassy or in tbo pliuidor of tlio 
Hesidexicy aiGAvarned, that if they arc unable to pro rout rosiutuuco 
being otieied to the eiitranco of the British army ami to llio 
authority of Eis tiighness the Amir, they should make irmtio- 
diate arrangements for their own safety, either by ctnuing into the 
British Camp or by such other measures as may scorn tit to tluviu. 
And as the Brhish Government does not malco war on wonwn mid 
children, warning is given that all Avomen and cliihlron should bo 
removed from the city beyond the roach of harm. Tlio BiiLiHli 
Government desires to treat all classes Avitli juaiioo, and to vospeot 
their religion, feelings, and customB, Avhilc exacting lull retribution 
rom offenders. Every effort Avill thorefore bo made to prevent 
he innocent suffering with the guilty. But it is nocoBHavy ilmt 
the utmost precaution Bhoiild bo taken against usoloss opposition, 
Theiefoie, after the receipt of this proclamation, all porsons 1‘omnl 
armed m or about Cabul will be treated as the onomiem of the 
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BriLisli Govornmout; and further, it must ho clearly under&toocl 
that if the oiiti'y of the liritisli force is resisied, T cannot hold 
myself roKpoiisible for any acoi dental miscliief ^vlucli may be done 
to porsons and property, oven of well-disposed pooide who may 
have noglectotl ilus warning. 

Signed, &g., T, Eobeuts.'* 

Two sowars belonging to iho ]2th Bengal Cavalry, who were 
spoiidiiig i.heir furlough at Oabnl, arrived hero to-day, and report 
that tho inutineorH moiui to light. Wo have just hoard of an 
uiiHiKajeanful attack upon tho Shuiargardaii by Mangals and 
Ghihais,'^ 

''J’ho bn*co is now concentrated, for the first time, for the march 
onward to Cabuh It is made up as follows: — 


Cabtjl Fibtb) Foiicin, OoTonrui 1879. 
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8 


G38 

Gtli UheoikuH 


7 

— 

574 

7ljh CoMiiiany ^Sa])pors and Miuerf^f 

3 

2 

93 

Two OalUiig guns ... 


1 

34 


Total 



192 

3,0G8 

8,807 


There arc about 0,000 ^Gbllowers and some 8,500 baggage 

■” Tho SlmtargaxdaTJ hoia hy the ^irdSikha and 2‘Jst Puejah Tiifank;y with four 
guas of No, I Moimtaiu BaUeiy. Coloaol Moiioy of tho 3rd B\]&hu was in coaiiaand. 
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animals. Fourteen days’ supplies are Loing oavriod, willi tea and 
sugar for t^vo moutlis. LieatonanL-Colonol B. L, Gordon, BJJ.A., 
commands tho artillory (iwolve O-poujider and six. 7-pon)\(lor gium, 
syiih. two Gatlings) ; and LieulGUaut-Golonol iE, J^H’kins, R. E., iw 
in command of the Engineers, Tho Cavalry Brigade is of course 
commandocl by General Massy ; while tho liifautiy are brigailcd 
as follows : — 1st Brigade (General Maephorsmi), (j7bh, D^iid High- 
landers, and 28th P.I.; 2nd Biigade (General Baker)> 72iul (ligli- 
laiiders, 5th Ghoorkas, and 5th P.I. Tho 23rd Pioneers are not 
attached to any particular brigade. 

SiJFED SiiNG^ ZAUTDiVmvig 4/h Octohcr. 

Yesterday tho march was continued, and Maepherson’s Brigado 
with tho cavalry reached Hufecl Sang in the evening, after a marcii 
of nearly liftoeu miles. The samo open plain was traversed, but there 
were more signs of cultivation as the Logar lUver, wliicli wan hid- 
den from sight at Zerglmu Shahr by a range of hills, was neareiL 
Along its banks are villages scattered id short intervals, and the 
orchardB of these form a very pleasant relief to the barc^ barvounosM 
of tho Ghilzai Hills on our right. Tho Logar Kivor is spaiuied 
by a narrow bridge iiear Zahidabad village, but it was fouiul im- 
possible to get wheeled guns across it, and tho ford ndjuceut to the 
bridge was not so shallow as it should have been, tho villagers liiiving 
turned a large volume of water into tho stream from a neighbour- 
ing irrigation channel. This was tho first sign of the Jntoni hoH- 
tility of the people in the Logar Valley, but as Uh) viahlcH (luaul- 
men) of Zahidabad and the near village of Sufod Sang canio in 
and paid their respects, we could do nothing in the way of ]mu- 
ishmoBt. The trooi^s forded tho river, the baggage boi])g stmt l>y 
way of the bridge. Borne of the men were swept o(F ilicir foot by 
the force of the current, but as the slrcam was only fifty or Hixty 
yards in width, 110 lives were lost. Tho Prince of ^Bokluirii, wiio 
is a refugee at the Amir’s Court, met General Eoberis at Zuhida- 
bacL He had followed Yakub Khan’s example, and had m from 
Cabul in the night. He r 0 po]’ted that the troops Wore being incited 
ix) fight by certain disloyal Sirdars, but that no general rising of 
the people had taken place : the flight of the Amir had provmitotl 
tribal oombiiiaiiDn so far. 
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Oui* cam])iii(> ‘j;i‘ound in lu thti midni ol* culUvLitioii, and wo avo 
lialLod iioro io-day Lho arrival oI GoTiorul Bakor'd Brigade. 

VcHtcvday il wud louiid iliai LIio c{iLTiag(‘, of tlio force was quite 
iiiadcqiiaio lo carvy all iho sLorod niid ainmujiition, now that the 
whole uniiy had Ikmui concentrated, and accordingly Ooneral Baker 
was ordered Lo halt his l)rlg’ado at Zerghun Sliahr for the night 
and guard the OonunlsHn rial, supplies and the Ordnance park. This 
ho did by forming a rndo sort of hiiigor, within which the transport 
animals were placed. Tie was mi molested during the night, 
d’lui call iq)oji the Th'iuisport of th(3 Force to do double work was 
aiiHVViu'ed with gri'nt alacrity hy Lieutouaiit-Colonol Maik Heatlicote 
and the oHhau’s worJciiig under Iiijii. After the heavy march of fifteon 
miloH tlie beasls were well fed and given a few hours’ rest ; but at one 
okilocJc in tlio uioruiiig all the Btroiigcst ccmols wore paraded and 
luarcliod ojf to Zerghmi fcJhalu*. There they wore loaded up, and with 
an little delay aw j)OHHibIo liegau tlio roLiirn jonrnoy to Biifod Bang — 
f()j'ty*>fivo mileit in thirty-six hours.''* On the previous ovoniiigsoino 
slioliH had been iired near the hogar Bridge, but no mischief was 
done; and wo took but little notice of this expression of enmity, 
except to stallion strong picquots and warn the sentries to show 
extra vigilnncf'. dTiis ovciiiiig, however, a doternniiod attaclc was 
uiiido upon iTio roar-gua lal, the villagers of ivuti Khoyl and other 
hiunhd,s creeping uj), under cover of darkness, and hiding thomsolYes 
in }udlahii and liolund orchard walls, IforLunatoly they wove badly 
armed, and although they kept up a desultory fire at close quarters, 
Major Bt(3ckw(d] of the 72ud 1 ligh landers drove them off by firing 
volleyB and by throwing skinnishorB out to jiroioct his left flank. As 
the roar-gumal crossed the river iho villagors grow holder and fol- 
lowed thorn up proliy closely, but no baggage was lost ; and a few 
companies being stint from camp to hold the bridge the firing died 
away, and now (10 p.m.) all is again quiet. The halt to-day laas 
hoon of service in mnibling us to get in a fow Bupplics, but the 
transport difliculty is a serious one, as it is now clear only one 
infiuxtry brigade can march diiily, and bho baggage animals must 
bo Hout btick day by day to bring up the stores and reserve am- 

Tills will allow tlio Oonoral Roberts had to oontond with, evert in 

fow inai’oJioH horn Km\ii to Oakil Tl^o tranetioH train was, as nsvial, the weivkost 
link in tlio chain, and ovcryfcluntij bad to lio madu bubsorvionL to it. 
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munition. To-morrow General Laker’s brigade will move on to 
Cliarasia, and the D2ncl Highlanders will probablj be added to the 
regiments composing it. There is news to-day from Cabal io the 
elTeci that the niutiuous regiments have not yot loft, l)ut arc' busy 
looting tlio arsenal in the Bala Hiasar, wheroin are stored innny liuu- 
dred rifleSj and an enoimoiiB quantity of small-arui aunnunition. 

C/n\IP ClIAlUSlA, d/A Odohi'W 

The village of Kuti Khcyl was chiefly responsible for tlio /itlack 
upon General Baker’s rear-guard last night, and wo have now a 
number of puisoners in our hands who wore captured in lluit 
neighbourhood, and who are said to hayo boon (joiicoruod in ilu) 
skirmish. This morning (Sunday), boforo striking camp, a miuill 
force was sent out with two mountain guns. A squadron of cav- 
alry surrounded Kuti Kheyl, and upon the i)tli Lajutors Ihialiy 
going in, sevcnul men showed fight. Three Avoro run tlirough, 0110 
just as he was lovclling his piece at an offleor, and live wiu’o caj^- 
turecl; two of whom were Avonnded on tho head with biiico-bnttH. 
The malikz of the village were also Inungiit in, but wore r(doast‘d 
after receiving a warning as to their fiituve boluiviour, (lvo 

prisoners were sent on with the advanced guard hero, ami Arcro 
tried this afternoon by drum-head court-martiah Qjie of tluun 
was a sepoy of tho Amir’s, and he, with two others, AvaH Koutonced 
to death for being in uulaAvful rebellion agaiaat liiy HovoroJgiu 
The other two were released, no doubt much to their astonish- 
meiit. 

As the march to Charasia Avaa only a short one of nix inik'S 
from Sufecl Simg, we did not start imtiJ toTi o’docii;. lilarlj in lljo 
afternoon the encamping ground was roachod, and tmitn were 
pitched on the fallow fields which stretch to the foot of tho hilln on 
either side. The road followed a due northerly dirocliou, through 
a cultivated tract of country, for about three miloH, to Homo very 
low hiUs which traveisQ it at right angles, and near v-hioh is tho 
village of Ghildnkhteran.^’' On crossing these IiIIIh, a long valley 
lay stretched before us in tho shape of a parallologram ; and lit 
the farther extremity could be seen tho village of (Jhanisia, with 
Its orchards stretching in front of it, with clumps of ko(3S dotted 

* Foity daughters. 
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fiirlLor lo tlio wobL lioyoiKl wiis the masB of lulla 'which shut in 
Cabiil, and hinder any view ot the city Prom the valloy. Tha 
hillH to ciisl iiiul west also cloao in ; and Lho vulloy ouniiot be much 
more than miles aoross. it is all under cultivation by means 
of ivrigiitiou chauuels, liio hills ovcrlooldng Cliarasia aro, firsts 
a low range of a liglit-eoloiirod slaty character , then a higdior 
gerios of rocky heights^ and in the immediate roar, forming the 
sky-liiio, is a [n’ccipil.ous range with four or livo peaks standing 
out in bold relief. This range runs sharply down, on the east, to 
the road whiclihuids dirc'ct to tlio old Cabul camping ground and 
the I lain. UisBtir, and, with another high range sloping similarly 
clown on the other side of the road, forms the Saiig-i-Nawishta 
(Udllo, wlimh, if hold in stremgth, would bo very difficult to force* 
'l'im)ugh Lhis dolUo thci jjognr JUver passes into tlio Cabul Valley. 
Our oncam[)iug ground is south of the village, the head- quarters 
of Wir IP. ltol)(?rts l)oing a mile or more from the orchards. The 
ranges of liilis oast and west of us are very high and stoop ; but 
clivecUy to our loft front is only a gradual slope, over which lies the 
beautiful Oluirdeli Vnlley, filled with orchards, and a])pareut]yrioh 
in ludtivaLion. A road skirting the lulls loads through the valley 
into Cal)uL There is a third road among the hills immediately in 
rear of (.!harasia. 

A cavalry rceonufiiHsanoo to-day did not oanso any of the onoiuy 
to show thonisolveH ; but perhaps to-morrow, when more ground 
is covoi'cd, there may ho a dilTorfJut result. Emissfiries from 
Cabul are said to have hmn in the Oharasia village yesterday, and 
the difficulty we bavo had in getting supplios this afternoon is a 
proof of their eflerts t.o influence i.lic vilhigers against us* How- 
ever, only a few slmts have boon lirod at our cavalry, and wo are 
resting lu camp, which is protected by strong outlying picquotB. 
!l'o-mom)w morning 1,500 bnggago animals go back to Bufad Sang 
to bring up tlui rest of the storcHj and this delay will cause us to 
halt hero ii (lay» Qoueral Maophoraon, with the 67fch b'oot, 28tli 
N.I., three gmis, and a s(|uadroti of cavalry, has boon loft behind 
to take charge of to-morrow’s convoy. Ho will draw in his camp 
as much m possible, as tho affair at ICnti Kheyl has shown how 
badly disposed tho villagers arc towards ub* 

The Amir and Wall Mahomed have como in with us, but the 
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former does not Bcem to liaTe — or Mill not oxorci?^o — oonti’ol ovc'r 
thoTillagers we have to deal with. There iy plainly nimdi trim, 
ming of saik among them as to their immediate attitade, hut ivr* 
are wide-aM’iike enough not to trust thoin iu any way. In e.as(‘ of 
any check, there cannot bo tho least dou])t that the giou]irt which 
now watch us marching past would shoulder (hcirjAocu/h^ ajid turn 
out to harass us on all sides. Tho meu with us ivlio Know tlio 
local character best arc strong in thoir aasortion that until ^YO 
have occupied Cahul wo shall ho annoyed by ihoso tnl)(‘snum, wlio 
are loth to let long strings of baggage animals pass throiigli their 
midst without trying to loot some of the riches Ui(\y cH,rry. hWon 
to-day a kaliar in charge of a mule-load of baggage was cut np. 
He had wandered from the road, and had made no sign wdu'U ilm 
rear-guard passed. Half a do;;on men watclied tlioir oj)|)ortiiiiity, 
and when the coast Avas clear they lulled the Icahar a,ud \vaUcu(i off 
with the mule and its burden. 

The news that the rcgiinents in Oabiil looted tho arseunl yester- 
day would seem to indicate that they mean lighting, and this in- 
telligonce is the best that we liaA^e had for a long time. Tln^ only 
w^ay in which they can be punished lies in resistanta) wlKUi wo 
advance ; for, if they run away, it will be dihlculii to ebane them 
all over Afghanistan, even if wo were disposed U» do ho. ‘Tho 
health of the troops is excellent, although tlio sun has laid up a 
number of men with fever. It is of tho mildest kind and soon 
passes off. 


Gamp Bmi IIissau, 7(h October. 

We aro now encamped within a few miles of the Bala JliHMJir 
and tho city of Cabul, the mutiiions troops having yesterday tuaui 
defeated and driven from the heights above (Jliarimia, whhdi. 
they had occupied with tho idea of barring our farther advtuuuu 
Tho details of the action are as follows At daybreak yostor- 
day morning (October Gih) a strong worldng party m'US sent 
out to improve the road through the Saug-i-Niuvishta dclik, but 
before they had gone two miles from camp tho cavalry patrol in 
advance reported that the enemy were in groat strength on tho 
hills, and had guns in position conimaudiug the road* The work- 
ing party consisted of the 23rd Pioncors, under esoort of a wing of 
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the 92iul Uig'lilaiulorH nml two ^nms of No. 2 (Swinloy’s) Moun- 
tain Dulloi'y ; niul upon tbo cuYJiljy patrolR being fired at and 
lulling Lnckj iliiH party roc(3iv('t.I ordevytf) Ualt and act on tlie defen- 
sivo. Ay iiu3 niorning advajiced it waa mocu tluit not only ^\^a3 
tlio ^nng-NNiuviylita Indd m force, but the IuIIb beyond CbaTaBia, 
from, the Cliardch Valioy to tbo Logar ] liver, wore crowned with 
ai‘i)icd men. ft was plaiii tinii our farLlicr progrcKB towards Cabul 
was barred, and an there wan oJily one brigade available for the 
attack the ])ositLOu was not au encouraging one. Fortunately the 
92nd llighlandovs had hoen didnchod from Crenoral Mncphersoii’s 
hrigiulo for lln^ time being, and ilns gave ns another British regi- 
ment to fail hjK'k aj)()n- Sir 1‘hedorick Ro]) 0 rl,R docined it wise to 
athuik without d(3lay5 ns to rouiain inactive heforo the luutiiioiis 
3 'Oginients lunv iueing him would probably encourage a goneval 
tribal riMJig, and insttnid of 30,090 -wo should have 50,000 men to 
deal with. Alreiuly the lulls lo right and loft of the camp had a 
lew whih'-clarl men upon tlicm, plainly sentinels scut from the 
luau' village! to watch the progress of the light and aid in the pur- 
Huit if our army w(we driven hack, (leneral Maephorson had to 
inako his way iVom Hu fed Hang to Gliarasia, and as his baggage 
train wan seen Htreieluug along the valley, the tTihcsmon grew 
hohhu’ and opeiu'd ii d(3Sultoi'y lire u])on ilio escort. This the 
signal for many moti to Join the seuitinohs I have spoken of, on 
the liillH, and so nunu'rons did the gathering bucorae that a squad- 
ron of ciiv^idry wuiH stjut haede to rein force Oeuieral Macpliorson, 
who was rnrtluu' ordon^d to make «]l j^ossildo haste tc) Ohurasia. 

Jii ilio nuauitinui tlic ciunp Wiis astir with preparations for the 
ai.taek np<jn the (3nerny in IVoni, and the men 'were full of entlui- 
siasm t\i the pja^spect of nn^ciing face to face the rogiments which 
had hrouglil; al) 0 ut CavaguarhH mm‘dei\ The following troops, 
uud( 3 r the eotnmand of IJrigadier-dononil Baker, inarched out of 
camp Uiwardn tlie village of Clianmia about eleven, oclock:— ^ 

Four guns of No. 2 Mountain Battery, under Captaiu G. 
Swinloy, JBA. 

Two Gatling guns, under Captain A. Broadfoot, 

7ih (Company of HiqiporB and J\finorB, under Lieutenant C, 
Nugent, B.A* 

72ikI Ifighlandors, under Lieutenant- Colon ol W, H. eT, Clarke. 
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Six compaflies of tlie 5tU Ghoorkns, lUKlor Major A. 
Hugh, 

200 of the 5th Pnnjah Iiifautry, tinder Captain 0, MeK. llalL 

This force was strengthened by 450 of the 2drd Pioneers, witl)-< 
drawn from the road leading to the Sangd-NHwisbiH d(dile ; 
while at the same time our right attack was also modified. Major 
White, of the I)2 lk 1 Plighlandeis, assumed command in this direc- 
tion, the troops entrusted to his charge hohig ; — 

Three guns, G-3, R.A., under Major S. Parry, R,A, 

Two squadrons of cavalry, made up of dotatdurientH of the Oih 
Lancers, 5th Punjab Cavalry, and I2lh Pcngal Cavalry, com- 
manded by Major Haininond, 5th P.C. 

A wing of the 92nd Highlanders, under Major Tlay. 

100 men of the 23rd Pioneers, under Ciiptniii IL Pakwson. 

This force wvas to keep the enemy in play at the Saugu-MHwiHhtn 
hy rapid artillery fire, and so to distract their attention that t.hoy 
%vould give time for our main attack to ho delivered on llunr rigid, 
where they had no guns in position, and had not a )iarro^v goi 7 ;o 
to defend. The old tactics of turning their flunk and tut lag' their 
main line in reverse i.veio to bo followanl ; and knowing Uio ACghan 
inability, as a rule, to make a counfer-atiack, General jhibfO’lH 
■weakened bis right, so us to concentrate a strong infantry Au'co Au’ 
the oiitfiaiikiug luovonreut over the hills overlooking the Chtirdeli 
Talley. Sirdar Nek Mahomed Khan (boh of Dost Mahomod), who 
w’as in command of the Afghan trooi)s, seemed lo think wo should 
make a determined effort to force the SangT-NawisldiL Puss, aiu{ 
he had accordingly posted on the heights OYcrloiddng tho rout] 
tw'elve guns, while three or four Amstrong-jjattorn hrooch-lnadorH 
>vere on the plain below. The onoitiy’a disposition seomod io 
indicate that if we tried to force the Pass their gnuB would huvo 
held us in cheek, while their right w’as swung roLxnd to l.ako us in 
flank, the series of ridges which they covorod offering a good 
manamvriiig ground for such a movement, while tlm undulating 
plain below, -^dth its belt of trees round about OhimiBin, would 
have given excellent cover. The accom])auying map will show tb(j 

^ Ife should bo noted that no cavaUy accpiuixameC (:!leiieTal hakoiv A Eiitniliii' jnktako 
was made on several other oecasions later on. Onr infantiy larltod Dio hjimalmf/ 
«ui>poit of cavalry to make dpfeats decisive. 
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I'cLitivc poyitions, and also make clear tlio sirengtli of ilio defend- 
ing force wliicli was able to cover so macli groaud. 

After leaving ilio caraj), Goncj’al iJaker made for the village of 
Clianisia, which consisted of a niimhor of detached wfillod enclosures 
snch as arc common all over the couiiU’y. TJiere were numerous 
orchards and gardens ndjoinhig those, so that his first movements 
wore well concealed from the enemy, whose attention up to this 
])oint WHS directed cliicfiy to Major White’s movements on the 
Oahnl Hoad. Seeing Iioav greatly lie was outnuinhered, (xeueral 
Ihilvor took the precaution of occupying a strong walled enclosure 
on the ontskh-ts of Charasia, and hero ho placed his reserve 
ainmmdtion and his field hoBpitah The temper of the villagers 
was so uncertain that ho telegraphed to General Tloherts for ano- 
ther regiment of infantry to strengthen his reserYea, and 100 
men of tliG 5th Punjab Infantry hurried out at once and joined 
ilio lionpitsil and reserve annnuiution guard. The remainder of 
ilio regiment wore sent out soon after, although this left the camp 
voj’y woaldy guarded, only 1,000 cavnlry and infantry with six 
9“poundcv guns being left at head-quarters. However, as General 
IVTaqdierson was coming up with his brigade, tho risk wars ivcll 
worth running, as failure on General Baker’s part might have 
Txuuint disaster to the wdiole army. The 72nd Highlanders led 
the way out of Charasia, and bullets soon began to droii among 
their ranks wliilo tlio enemy hi picquets wore Bocn to bo retiring up 
the ridges. As the brigade pushed forward witli the intention of 
outllanking the main lino of hills lying betwoon Ohardeh and 
the Hangd-Nawislila, their progress xvas chocked by a strong 
position on thoir loft front on which the Afghans had raised sun- 
(/arSf and frojn which they began to open a heavy mnskofcry 
tiro. Two mountain guns replied to this, and the 73nd exLencled 
in skirmishing order, cue company uiulov Captain Brooke- Hunt 
turning off to tho loft, while the main l)ody of the rogimeiit 
worked away to tho fronts tho ground affording but slight cover. 
Captain Ifunth company sealed a hill 500 or GOO foot high, climb- 
ing over difficult rocks, which hindered their rapid advance. The 
ouomy w'ore oxocedingly numerous on thoir extreme rights another 
and stoeper hill enabling tliem to pour a heavy fire upon tho 
company* Two more mountain guns and the Gatlings were 
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oi’dered to open lire npoii tins hillj and upon sncli bodies of nion 
a& ■were visible on the near ridges ; but the ClaUings wore in siudi 
bad order, owing to their defective make, that nttor ti tow roniuis 
the drum ^\ianmied” and they had to be ink<'U out ot action. 
Our true attack had now been recognized l)y Nek Mabonual and 
he hastenexl to reinforce his right ; a stream ot men wau aeon 
j^onring along the rearmost ridges from t]io direction ot the Snng- 
i-Nawishta, and standards ])orne hy Qbazis hogan to thickon on 
our left. General llaker lost no time in publiing foiuvard part 
of his reserves, in order to force their lirst hclore it 0011 bl 

he strongly reinforced. The 5th Ghoorlcas, and 2t)0 num (>f tbo 
5tli Punjab Infantry, doubled forward, wliilo the enemy’s lire 
increased in intensity. Captain Hunt’s company was sircngtimiual 
by two companies of the 511i Ghoorlcas, under Ca])tain finbn (' 00 k, 
V.G. ; while t^vo more companies of Ghoorlcas and 200 of tlui 
5th P.I. joined the advanced skirmishers of the 72ml in the main 
attack, I’lie sldrinibhing lino was tlius extended so as to ouLlbuik 
the left of the ridge, which the Afghans still ciniig to with gnait 
obstinacy, as it was the key of tbo position on ilieir right tiank. 
This was at 1.80 n.i\r., when our troops had been engaged for an 
hour and a half without having made much iinpressum upon tlio 
enemy. With the strengthening of our advance succohh was soon 
declared: the hill on the extreme left, from wliidi a (bin king lin^ 
had been directed on our sldrmishors, was carihal in splemUd stylo 
hy the company of the 72iid and the two eompaiuos ul the 5(11 
Ohoorkas, while the other companies of tbo two r(5gLinenis, hy a 
series of gallant rashes, tiiruod the enciuy’B left. At two <dc]<K-k 
our advanced lino was enabled to direct ii ccosh firo u)um the 2,000 
men who held the ridge, and who now showed synpdoms of w'avoving. 
A general advauce was ordered, and the 72nd, 5ih (OioorkaH, and 
5th P.I. ^s"cre in a few minutes in possession of tln^ Alghan’R iirsi, 
line. Bvit not without loss, for the onomy wore chidly armed with 
Snider and Enfield rifles, and their flro was rapid and continuous. 
Fortunately they had so little knowledge of ilio principles of mus- 
ketry that their bullets mostly passed over our men’s henclH as tln^ 
rush uphill was made. The 72ncl Higlilaiiders Iku’o the hrunt of 
the fighting, and their casualties amounted to thirty-six. They had 
on several occasions to cross open ground, and in spite of the 
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oxpomvG i.licy rnsluul forwiirrl with an fdaii that could not have 
hoGJi stirjiasHOcl. Lhdviiio hJacMalion, one of their number, par- 
ticularly (liHLiiiguislied iuniHclf on the left. Almost Biuglo-lianded 
ho Bcalod a hill on tlio crest of which was a suuijar filiecl with men : 
loading and liritig as he wont, his coolness iucitod four or live 
Glioorluis to follow him ; and when he finally leaped into the sun- 
f/nr its dehoiders looh to llight and wore sliot down as they ran, 
MacMahou is to bo rocoiumendedby Ocnoral IJakor for the Victoria 
Cross, luB gallantry having been observed by the General and his 
Staff as wcdl as by tlio officers engaged in the idfack. It was such 
incidents as tlu'so whicli (paused General J3aker to express his 
gloat satisfaction vvitli the behaviour of the troops under his coon- 
inaiid. 

After til (dr first position had fallen into our hands, the enemy 
ralluKl on sonic lew hills GGO yards in rear and ro-opened lire, to 
wliich our mountain guns replied, wliile our men wore resting on 
tlioir arms, A company of the 2drd Pioneers, under Lieutenant 
Glu'sney, was tln'own forward on the right, while two companies of 
the i)2n(l, uiulor Captain Oxley, which Major White had detached 
to bold in (dnadc any llankiug movement the enemy might attempt 
on (lonorai l>aker*s right, also came into action. The enemy’s 
second position avhs attacked by the 72nd Highlanders and the 
6th (Hioorkas, aided by the three companies just mentioned, and 
at ihri'o o’cloidc the Afghau right had been broken up, and their 
rogiuieniH wore Hying towards tbo village of iiidikee. The mourn 
tain guns fired sliiapnol into their midst, and the Gatling guns, 
for the lew nunneutH they wore able to work, also did some 
execution, wiuTo volleys from the 72nd at long ranges caused the 
fugitives to hasten their flight, Major Stockwell, with a wing of 
the 72t!il, folio wed iliom rapidly until ho reached the open ground 
leading down into the Cluirdelx Valley, when his further advance 
was stopped by Cono’al llaker, as the tuniiiig movoiuont along the 
ridge towards the Sang-i-Nawdshta had to bo made. The want of 
cavalry was hero painfully api)areiit, as the retreating masses of 
tho Afghans could easily have boon ovcrtalmn, tho sloping ground 
between Indilcee and the IuUb being admirably suited for a pur>smt. 
While Major Htockwell had thus been completing the defeat of 
the enemy’s right, two eompanios of tbo 23rd Pioneers had gained 
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a footing on tbe main ridge iisclfj wlioneo tbo enemy wore riipidly 
i‘eti)ing as they recognized that their lino wcmld in a Ihw 
minutes ho taken in reverse. Ocnoral iJaker swung voinnl Inn 
left, oi’doi'Gcl a general advance, and at 3.45 r.M. the ridge was in 
our hands without any serious opposition luiving hcen inel, with. 
Not that they had not shown great dolormination hel’ore, for 
hands of ghazis had made good their footing hehind Iho 
suiiijars until our hayoiiots liad forced them down. The C(h 
Ghoorkas were charged by a immhor of those niiiduKui, hut they 
met the rush by a counter bayonet charge and cilouretl all hcl'orc^ 
them. 

Loaviug General Baker with tbomai)i body of his feuvo .sweeping' 
over the liigh ridge in the direction of tho yiiug-i-NnwiKldfi ttorgo, 
I must now turn to Major White’s nroYcmonts on our right, wlnu’e 
had been done one of the most gallant feats of (ho day. Th.o 
feint in this direction had been turned into a snecosHtul atlaclt, 
resulting in tho capture of twenty guns, although our iuhiutvy 
numherecl only a few huiidrods, and our ciivalry were unn,l)lo to 
act. Skirting the oast of Cliarasia, Major Whito found tho tmcuiy 
scattered about among the trees, and also iioldiug llio hiUs to 
right and left of tho defile. The three guns of Gd! wore soon hi 
action, and a few sholN well pdacod, with the fire of sldriniHliorn 
thrown out among tho trees and gardons, drove hack the more 
venturesome of the enemy to the shedter of iho in iho 

hills, and hohind some houhlors in the hod of tho Bass. Ouc 
gims were thou movod forward and made beautiful prtictico, tho 
answering fire from the enemy’s artillery being (piito biii'jiilcHS. 
One of our shells struck an Afghan liold-pieoe, dismount ctl it, 
and lulled two of the horses standing near, while aiiollmr struck 
a^standard in a chuster of men, In fact, tho lO!} roundH fired )>y 
G-3 were of the greatest value in preparing 1,ho way for 1,ho 
infantry attack. Thin attack iviis led poraoually by Major WJiitu, 
who at the head of only fifty Ilighlanders charged the first Jiil] 
on the right, where several hundred Afghans were posted. Oixr 
men went up with a rush under a sovero muakoiry lire, and tho 
enemy waited as if to recoive them at the point of tho bayonet. 
With such odds in their favour, and a stiiu/<ii' to aid them 
European troops would have swept hack tho luuidl'ul of mou 
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aifcackiiig witli scarooly an offorL; but Afghan courngo and stoacli.. 
BOSS arc very lijuiied. When Lho Highlaiulera wore within five or 
six yaj’dn of iho sungar the enemy turned and lied, caiid were shot 
i» the back as tlicy made for tbo next hill. Tlio succosh thus 
gained was uiainlydue to Major WluLo’s personal gallantry, one 
striking iuHLaiuJo of which may he quoted. Not caving to expose 
his moil in a particuhirly stoop bit of ground, which was enfiladed 
l)y a few Afghans well placed in roar of some rocks, he took a 
loudod rifle from one of the Highlanders and “stalked” the 
onomy singlodiandod, jiy cautious climbing ho reached the rocks 
lioliind whicli they wore coucoalod, and as he showed himself they 
jumped up and ran, no doulit in the full belief that the single 
figure they saw was only iho loader of a number of others. One 
man Btiiyi'd to llrc^, but missed his aim, and as he turned Major 
White shot him tlirough tho head. Unfortunately, he had no 
nioro cartrulgoH with him, or Homo of tho others would have 
fallen. 'Jlijy hill is to bo called “ Whito^s Elill ” in memory of his 
gallantry. Tho capture of this ])oint enabled tlio guns to he 
advanced still furthci’ towards tho entrance of tho Pass, but Major 
White was not cout<mt. Having given his men breathing time, 
and being reinforced by another fifty men from below, ho again 
■woiiL forward and capturoil two hnver lulls on the right, in tho 
same grand stylo, and with only trifUug loss. It was by theso 
inovonicntR that ho was aljlo to Bond Captain Oxley with two com- 
paiiios well to tho loft, to co-opo^ato with (General Dakor’s Erigado. 
Six Armstrong guns fell into Majoj* Wlxite’s hands on the open 
ground below tho hills j and when our taming movement in the 
Clxardoh direction liad boon completed, and tlie enemy began to 
ovacnato tho main ridge, tho cavalry wore scut forward, and the 
infantry occupied the hills commanding the Saug-i-Nawishla Pass 
on the lofl-. Here twelve inoi'o guns wore captured in position, 
while tho cavalry found two more abandoned on tho road. The 
twenty gnus brought out from Shorpur, thorofore, to fortify the 
Pass have all fallen into our hands. Upon Major White gaining 
the ridge to tho left he could see no forthor sign of the enemy, 
wlio had stampedod to the Bala Hissar. The cavalry oould not 
follow as iho Pass narrows, and tho narrow paths beyond are not 
adapted for a body of horse charging. Oui" information wa$ to 
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the contrary, it being stated that the road ojK3nod into a jdaiii, 
and our cavalry being accovdiugly sent to the right to cui» oir LI 1(3 
retreat of the enemy when driven towards (Jabiil by (h3iun'jil 
Baker. As events occurred, the two sq^iiadrous would Ilmvo ho(3n 
invaluable if they had aeconipunicd the (huioral. Th(! ju’ogi'osH of 
the brigade along the main ridgo was very slow, a>s tli(‘ ground 
was rugged and difficult ; and it was not until nightlall tliat a 
junction was effected with Major White. The 28rd Pioji<3om and 
the 5tli P.I. moved down into an open bit of gi'oniid beyond tlio 
Pass, while the 72nd Highlanders, the Ghoorkiis, and mountain 
guns remained above, throwing out strong picfpicta ovt3r the rangt^ 
of hills. Major White’s force bivoiuickcd on the ground Llu3y had 
occupied when their last movement was mad(\ 

It is worth mentioning that two clephanlB, iliYOO (ianiols, and 
200 mules carrying stores, &c., were safely piloted oven* tlu 3 
precipitous hills which wore taken, and the men wei ‘0 ihuH able to 
bivouac in comfort. Not the least importajit arrangouuuit of tlio 
day was that of signalling, GapLiiin Htrntou hiul jjarlios of m( 3 n 
with General Baker and Major White, and a third l)airB of 
signallers was scut to a high hill to watch the (ffiaiNb^li Valley, 
and the movements of large bodies of trLla^Kineii, who lijunl tho 
crests of the range overlooking the camp from tlu 5 west. 1 1 (kilo- 
grams were exchanged between these points and the lioud fimiriuin 
camp, and General Boberts w%as kept fully infornn 3 d of all that 
Avas happening in these directions. This focuHsing of all inform- 
aUon upon a common centre enabled the Geiuwal to iualm Jiis 
dispositions with accuracy and effect : without Lh (3 signalhki-s 
dangerous delays might have occurred. The hcliographing was 
so thoroughly well done that 8ir P, Bober ts complijntkjitod Gaptain 
Stiaton personally on the success of his arrang(nnontH. d’lio only 
diawback was a succession of small sand storms, wliicli, swept 
across the camp and blotted out everything for tlio time l)cing. 

^ The attitude of the tribesmen in our immodhito lUkighbourhood, 
i.e., on tho ranges of hills east and west of tho camp, was oiu^ of 
expectancy modified by an earnest desire to harass our pi(a)ucLB by 
spasmodic firing. Their ilhwill was first shown by firing upon 
the Signallers on the hill, and the party had eventually to bo with- 
drawn. Two guns were sent down and a few Bhclls pitdiud 
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iipwixvJs, wliieli oaiiHod those gncrillas to witlidniw to a safe dis- 
tano(‘. ’rho convoy iroin our List cauipat Sufed Sung, Zaliidabad, 
wfiH Jilso fired upon, mikI (Joiioral Macpliorson had to throw out 
HldrniiMhorH to proto(it hia l)jigg'iigo aninnils. At least some hum 
dred nuui appc'ared on a liigli peak to the oast of the camp, and 
iirod upon a pic(pt(‘t of tJio !)2iid who wore on a lower level. A 
brisk tiro was kept up lor some time, and the onomy driven olT to 
higlicr gromi<l/'“' Ah they re-opened lire tlio IhH.A. were 
ordei’od to try a sliot at the peak. Tho first shell dropped a little 
short, hut tho second buj’st on tho point occupied, and the next 
instant it Avas quite clear, its late occupants running in disorder 
into ilu^ valley Ix^yoinL 'J’ lie re were several of tho Amiris soldiers 
among ilunu, still w(airing his uniform. The camp after this was 
loft undisturbed : tents Avor<^ struck at sunset in readiness for the 
early nuuming march which it had liocn decided to nittko to Boni- 
Jlissar, just luiyond tlu' Sang-i-NaAvishba Pass. 

Tlui enemy are helievod, in tlxis action, to have had 9,000 or 
10,000 men on the ridges, imduding thirtoon rogiinents of regulars. 
They left dOO dead on the field, hut their total loss in killed and 
womidod must liavo beeji much greater. Our loss was twenty 
kiihal and Hixty-sovenl Avoumlcd, among tho latter being Lieutenant 
.Kergusson, 72nd Highhnulors, liullot contusion, left leg, slight; 
Dr. Duncaji, 29j‘d IfioTUJorR, l>ulIot wound in tho chost, sovero; and 
Caplaiu Young, fith Pmijah Infantry, bullet Avound in the loft 
thigh, Hcvcvo. Of tlie British Infantry regiments the 72nd lost 
three ]dI)<Ml and thirty-four Avoundod ; and tho 92nd throe killed 
and six Avonndod. Anunig our camp followers five clhoolie-bearm'S 
wore killefl and four wotnidod, returns which show that tho kalian 
wore well niuler lire in carrying off tho injuredr 

Ah I bavo, pcrliapn, ficarccly dono jiiaOoo to tbif) inoidont in my lotter, T now qnoto 
iha i— “ One party, boldrr tl^nUiorost, caused so much 

nmioyimoo to a pii'^uct of tlic n2nd Highlanders, that it heoamo necessary to dislodge 
thorn, mil thiH dilUctilt ocrvice wjia performed hi a most gallant manner by small party 
of tho 92rjd undor Lioutanani 11. A. (Irant. Coloiu'-Bergoanl Hector Macdonald, a 
lioii.comiaiHHiouGd Olllcer, whoso oxcollcmtarul skilful iminageinontof a small detachment 
whou oppoHid to imuioimely rmporior uiunbera in tho naJ 5 ai'a-I)arnkht dedle, was men- 
tionod in iny despalioh of tho .Irak instant, heio again diatirignishod lumself,’* Ooloui?- 
Serjeant Macdonald uHorwards received a commission in tko 92nd, 
j‘ Seven of the wounded men afterwards died. 
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CHAPTEE J V. 

Effect of the Action of Cliaiasia— Advance to Deni Oavahy llt*comun’ss.incn - 

The Bala Ilissar De&oiLed— The Shoipur Alay.i/ine lUown up -Attitude of Bin 
Amir — Opeiations o£ the 8th and ffth of Oclobci — 0.ii)fcuio of Slierpur ( diiton- 
menis — The Affair of the Aaraai Heiglits--Cavaliy Piiiauifc to\\ar(hj Glia/.ui' 

Force moves to Siah Sang — Leadois of tho hlutinous llegiiiiGUts. 

Camp Beni IIishab, Sth Octoher, 

There can be little doubt that tbe action at Cbanisiti ban broken 
up the combinations against tis, and that Oal)nl iH now at> onv 
mercy. It cannot be too fully boriio in mind that, but lor tlio 
promptness with which General Itohorts decided to attack, instead 
of allowing the enemy to gather strength by our own inaction^ 
serious consequences might have ensued to ourcompacdi liitloanny 
now within three or four miles of the Bala Hissar, Not that d(d\uit 
was to be feared in any >sense of tho term, but that the sliglitesL liosi- 
tation or check in our advance would have raised against us crowds 
of enemies whom we should have had to deal with in, pcrha})Hj an 
difficult a country as could be fought over. It was a bold l)id for 
all doubtful and wavering hearts to join them — this move of tho 
mutinous regiments seven or eight miles out of Cabul light, across 
our path ; and if they had been allowed to hold tho lulls even for 
twenty-four hours, there can scarcely bo a doubt that ihoir runnhovn 
would have been doubled, and our loss in dislodging them propor- 
tionately greater than that which even now we havti Huftbrod. 

I have described tho position of our camp at Charasia in my 
last letter, and from this it would be seen that our best route to 
Cabul was byway of the Sangd-Nawishta dofllo on our right front. 
At daybreak yesterday we moved out of Charasia camp, and at tho 
mouth of the defile Sir F. Eoberts was mot by Major White, wlio 
explained tho positions occupied by the enemy, and tho action ho 
had taken in dislodging them* The General congratulated him 
heartily on his success, and then passed on to wiiore OoikutiI 
Baker Lad bivouacked at the northern end of the dofilc, High 
lulls shut in the road on either hand, tho Logar liivor, hero n 
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(lo('i) Pilroam, alno rnniiiii^r to ilio light, of (ho path, which at times 
is very rough, 'rwo or throe inoii luid liiddou themselvGH behind 
rocks Oil tlio sleep hillbidcis to the eubt, and they now fired down 
as the tro()])H lilt'd along, 'Their sliots wore wide of the inaik, 
and our men liring Ireoly bade hoou silenced them. Kouiiding tho 
corner of tlio hill on our loft, wo came upon General Baker’s 
hivouackifig ground, and liert3 followed moro congratulations ; Sir 
If. Jtoberts healing in detail from iiis Brigadier an account of the 
action iipoii tlio buccohs of whitdi so much had depended. General 
llaluu’ Avith his bi-igado Avas left to keep o])en the Pass wdiilo the 
haggago and storOH were ])aHfiing through, and he remained there 
until this moruiiig, hy Avhich timo the ground at Gharasia had 
boon (doarod. 

Ju llio next three miles Lo Beni lliBsar tho road runs among 
ricJi coriidleJdB, irrigaLod by tho dmn’sion of tho stronm, niid tho 
route io tlio Bala JiisHar wuih followed by our troops until tho 
groiiiid lixed upon for ilu\ campAvas reached. This Avas just under 
tho wuIIh of Rome gardens belonging to t,ho Amir and his Muh- 
taufi (Miuistor of Bimuico), Avhore water was plentiful and trees 
a (forded shado. While tho Infantry were marching in. General 
Massy AAxmt foiward with the cavalry through Roni Hissar village 
and into 1lni ilelds beyond. Tho hille to tho left shut out for a 
mile a vitnv of Oahul, but after ton minutes’ riding tho Calml plain 
WfiB ronched, and before us the Bala Ilissar and the ibrLifled 
ridge running npAAUirds and commanding it. The heights were 
oroAvnod hy a AA^all hftoeti or tAventy foot high, and tho lino of 
fortiiication could ho seen folloAving tlie sky-line, until the hill 
dipped down to thfj hod of tlio Cabul rdver to tho north of the 
city. Again, tho ridge rising on tho left bank of the river pre- 
sented a similar siglit, tho wall being apparently endless* 

Our vidottoB rode out well towards tho Bala Hissar, and, accom- 
panying thezu, I had a good view of tho fortifications, but could 
not SOD a singlo soldier lining the walls. All was deserted, and 
Avo know that the mutineers, if they meant fighting, were not 
foolish enough to allow thenasolves to be caught in a trap such as 
tho Ihila llissar would have proved. Tho Bmall portion of the' 
city that could bo moxi also lay as if abandoned by the inhabitants, 
and wo made up our minds that tho fortified camp at Sherpur, 
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lying over til G low Siah Sung liills wliicli blocl<orl oui’ view I .0 llio 
noi’tli-(3afit, was the posiLion taken np by the oiieiny for a niuil 
struggle with our force. The plain on wliicli our cavalry rocon- 
iioitred was all under cultivation, rich holds of clover and lucerne 
relieving the general brownness of tlio land, the crops ol whicli 
liad been lately reaped. Cultisuition extended as far as tlio oyo 
could reach on the right, while on all oilier sides higli liiUs hlocKtul 
the view, the gigantic Hindu Kush lying aAvay in tlie di stance tr) 
the north, keeping sentinel over Afghanistan as impassively as tlio 
llimalayas look clown upon Hindustan. 

We returned to camp to speculate upon the chances of fiirihor 
fighting, and in the afternoon we had to listen to the many Htori(‘S 
brought in by local friends of tho Amir and uun'cUaniH (Voitt 
Cabul, who came to pay their respects to Sir J^roderick ItohcM-ts* 
In the evening the firing of heavy guns was hoard in tho dir(‘ction 
of Shorpur, and it was surmised that the robols were miirking 
out ranges ; but when a tremenclous explosion 8i{cco(3(lcd it noon 
became known that tho magazine at their fortillod tainip had 
been blown up, and it was then concluded that they Avoro discharg- 
ing guns before abandoning them. Accordingly this morning avo 
are not astonished to hear that Sherpur Camp is di'soiiod, and a 
force of cavalry is now going out under General bfassy in watreh 
of the enemy. This force I am accompanying, as it is most prob- 
able some of the fugitives — if the regiinontB have rojfily (huaimjaal 
— will be overtaken. To-morroAV Ave move camp to the Hiah Hung 
ridge directly overlooking Cabnl. 

The attitude of the Amir is not altogether saiisfuciory, and ho 
is plainly afraid that the soldiery wall make a stand in tlie, city, 
and that Gabul will be stormed and destroyed by on r army. Ho 
assured us that we should not meet Avith any roHLstance at C]iara,Hia, 
and yet it is now believed that Nek Mahomed visited him in onr 
camp, told him of the force ready to fight, and appealed to liim 
to desert the British and head a national rising. All Aaknh Khan 
vouchsafed to tell tho General was that the Bala llimnv \vm 
no longer in tlie possession of people whom he could Lrusi, and 
that his oAvn family had been moved into the city. Ho iiow con** 
fidemly explains that the mutinous regiments have dispersed, and 
that Ave have nothing more to expect in tho way of oppositiom 
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Cajmi' StAU yuNO, 10^/i Odoher, 

'riu‘ ioiro of cavfilvy hciiL undor Clciioral Mmsrj on tlio 8tli 
iiiskiii, 1 () vAii oir (Jio i'C'troai of the onomy, who waa said to 
liaY<' fibandoiu'd HlKO’[)ur oiitro]i(died comp afLor hlowing' up the 
nui^ui/iitio oil iho juvvioiia evoiiiiijn', wiih made up as follows: — 102 
uK ‘11 of the })Lli fionoors, 1 iO of fhc dUi Punjab Cavalry, 200 of the 
121 h Ib'u^al Cavalry, and 220 of iho 1 lih Bon^'al Lanpers, — in 
all 722 hnua'H atul sahrcH, [ fujoonipainod this force, which left 
Pcni-JlisHar canip at clovon o’clock in Iho niorniug, passed through 
the villagi' adjoining, and tl ion took its way across the Cahui plain 
(leaving the Bala Missar nnd the city on tlic left) to the Siah 
Sung ridge, on which wo arc now oncainpod. This was easy going 
for tho horsoB, who Averc jiushed on ra])idly until tlio ridge was 
cr(‘Hted on llio exirfuue right, and a gradual doHceiit led us towards 
Sher]>ur. Soon the lewd phiin Jyiiig north of Cabul was reached, 
and rich cultivation was jiaHSod through, tho ground being ovory- 
wluo’o int(M‘SCcted by waiiorcourses and irrigation channels, Tho 
Cabul river, at tins Hoason a shallow stroamlot only a few ^^ards 
broad, was crossed, and on our riglit, at a few hundred yards’ dis- 
tance;, was tho long lino of wall, with baHlions for heavy guns at 
rognhir iniervalH, Avhich luarkod (ho fortiiied camp of which we 
had luMird so niuch. Our sccnits found it qnito doHorted, and their 
Ilrnt pri/a") was a heavy gun whi(h had been dragged some distance 
across the liolds, no doubt with tho intention of using it in another 
position. There wcr(3 no guns at tlio ombraHuros in the bastions; 
hut (lenoral Massy bad tho good luck to find soventy4!vo pieces of 
various calibre parked within the walls. Those guns were in very 
good order, but little damage liaving been done to thotUf There 
was not mneb ammunition loft with them, the Afghan troops 
having carried off a largo quantity; while the mogavrino itpelf had 
boon blown up to prevent the remainder falling into our hands,. 
Tho guns included four Eiiglieli IS-poundcrs, one English S-inch 
liowit^sor, and two Afghan imitatioiiB of this weapon j and forty? 
tAVO bronze mountain guns (3**pouDders) wiih part of thoir equip? 
mont. 

This fortiiied camp of Sherpur is built at the base of the low, 
stony Homaru hills, running for about Iavo miles at a slight anglo 
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to tlie geiioral divcctiou of ilio plain itself. It lias ouly iJiroo 
sides forlifiocl, ilie hill in rear being quite sufficieut to Hiu(3l(l it 
from attack in that quart or, as an open plain strotclioH away to 
the hills of the Kuh-l)aman and Kohistan. Idio main wall in 
about a mile aucl a half long, with three ,strongiy-gnard('d entraiuaj- 
gates, and from each extremity the fortiliention is carried at riglib 
angles till it reaches the ridge in the rear, '^rhero is a iomih 
gateway on the western hank. The plan followed Lhr(mg]iout 
is a thick mud wall (25 feet in height) built with luistions tor 
guns, and a low parapet to shield troops manning the outer 
wall. The entrance-gates are lofty structuroH, with coniforialdo 
quarters on either side for officers, and are so wide Ihat lour 
or five men could ride through them ahreast. They ai'o each 
defended by a curtain built in the same way as the ouhn- Avail. 
Inside the cantonment is an open space quite clt'ar ol l)Liil<lings, 
exactly ansAvering to an English barrack-square, and on Lliis 
20,000 men might he paraded Avith room to fqitirc. To the rigl\i, 
on the hillside, is the small village of Eemaru, with the usual 
flat-roofed houses, burnt In'OAvn by the sun, and Aviili but little 
sign of life in it. The novel feature in this canto imirnt is tlio 
arrangement of the barrack-rooms. At about 20 feet from the 
outer Avail, and parallel to it, is built a range of rooms, (^^(.(niding 
along the three sides of the place. Each room would hold at a 
pinch tAventy men, and there are aomo hundreds of tlieso dor-- 
mitories, which are snug enough even for a variahlo cliiuato Bucli 
as this. Along their front is ti narrow, vcraiiclahdiko space, pucca 
brick pillars and arches supporting the flat mud roof, which rests 
on strong beams and unhowm polos. This arraiigemont has a 
very pleasing effect when vioAved from Avithiii the cantonment, tlio 
regularity of the arches and their supports grou]n)d in throes 
before each room, with a wider Bi)m then folloAving, giving tho 
appearance of a long colonnade. Broad staircases load at ceriaiu 
intervals to the roof of the barracks, which Avould give a bcjcojuI 
line of musketry fire in resisting any attempt to storm. Open 
sj)acea are left at rare intervals hotAvecn the rooms to admit of tho 
passage of men and guns to the outer AvalL Altogether tlus 
fortified^ camp could, if properly victualled and garrisoned, l)o 
defended for an indefinite period against any force withuni 
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artillery. The waic'r supply Is from ati earns divoriocl fiomtko 
fields and carri(3d by low culverts uudcrueatli tlic walls; but 
if Lliis wore cut off, wells, uo doubt, could be sunk to supply the 
dclicicncy. From the absence of trees and the utter barrenness 
of the space onclosod by the walls, with the stony hills in the rear, 
the place ninat bo iiisufforably hot in summer, though at this 
time of the ycaj* it would bo much better than tents. When 
our cavalry rode through the gates into the middle of the can- 
tonment ihcro was no sign of an enemy, and it must have 
been deserted many hours hoforo. A few cartridge papers were 
lying about, and the rude fireplaces of the men were still 
black with smoko ; but boyond tliis nothing could bo seon. In 
0110 or two places an attempt had been raado to burn the bar- 
racks down, l)ut the fire had not obtained sufficient power over 
the timbers for this to bo accomplished. Doors and loose wood- 
work had )>oen looted by tlio villagers, who ciaiiued to have put 
tho lire out; but their story was a very questionable one. 
IVoplo were passing freely tbrougb the place as we entered, bub 
they did not show much interest in our proceedings. In tho 
north-w^OHt corner tho wall had been partly blown down, and the 
ruins of tho maga/diic woro strewn in every direction. 

It was upon arriving opposite Bhorpur Cantonment that we 
sighted tho enemy ; tho Asniai freights to the left, overlooking the 
old Afglian quarter of Cabul, being crowded with men. We wei'o 
8,000 or d,000 yards away, and at that distance they did not oon- 
Bidcr us worth a slioi, though their gnus could be distinctly seen. 
A halt was called, the cavalry forming up at the farther end of 
tho cantonment ; while General Massy holiographed hack to Sir 
Jf. Boborts the news of the enemy having boon found occupying 
a position of strength. Wo wore told, in reply, that General 
Baker was leaving Beni Hissar with infantry to attack tho heights^ 
and wo accordingly hurried on, skirting the hills and passing 
through grsin-fiolds and meadows, with here and there a country 
villa in its fertile garden sarroundod by huge walls. Our object 
was to roach a break in tho hills and to pass over into tho Ohardoh 
Valley, so as to exit off the enemy from taking the road which 
leads to Ghaxini, Bamian, and Turldstan. We worked round 
almost on the are of a circle, of which Cabul might bo the centre, 
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keoping the ridge occupied by the enemy at first on our loft roar, 
then on our left, and, dually, on our left front, when wo gallop('(l 
through the break wo had boon making for, near tho vilhigo ol 
AoRhahr, and faced round towards Cabul itaedf, '^I’bc ri(di Obardcdi 
Yalley was all boforo us, and wo passed down into it, and could 
then see the disposition of the mem General I laker was to a(ta(;k. 
We had learned that they numbered tliree rogiineiits and Inul 
eleyen guns in position, and this information was fairly accuratn. 
They had 2,000 regulars, besides 700 or 800 nntrainod jvh'ii who 
had joined them, and had twelve guns. VidoUcs were I brown out 
right across the plain, and a rapid reconnaissance made, i\u old 
ressflldar of Fane’s Horse, who was accompanyii^g us ns guide, 
stated ihnt three roads led from tho valley and united to form the 
chief road to Bamian, The 5th P.G. wore accordingly scut well 
on to the right to block the road there ; two squadrons wore sent 
back into Sherpnr plain to watch a pAth leading down from tdio 
hills in that direction ; another sqiuulron returned a mile and a 
half to Aoshahr, so as to prevent tho fugitives OHcapiiig along Uio 
crest of the hills down tho dip we had passed through ; vvJiilc tho 
General and Staff remained in tho open with tho rosi ol‘ tho 
cavalry, including the 9th Laiiccrs. Wo had m(UTntod sigualhu's 
^Yith ns, and heliographic communication was opiuual witli tho 
high Takhtd-Shah Peak overlooking tho Bjila llisHar Itidgo. 
Captain Straton thence signnllecl down that the enemy’s working 
parties had been strengthening their s nug a r on the Asm ui Hill, 
and that some of General Baker’s troops avovo on tho same side 
of the ridge as ourselves. We could see llie enemy distinctly oa 
the hillside, and at its foot was their camp, made np of forty or Jifty 
tents. These were close to tho village of Dohma^'unig, hnlf-iiiddou 
by orchards, and a gun w^as slued round and pointed at us as soon 
as we appeared. The 9th Lancers withdrew 1,000 yards just jib 
the enemy fired a few shells at our viclettes. The sholls buried 
themselves in the soft ground and never exploded. Wo oould not 
push farther forward, as deep watorcourBOR cut up tho fields at 
every few score yards, and the rows of olosoly planted willow-troos 
along those would have broken any cavalry formation, Jn the various 
villagoB, too, large bodies of the enemy wore gathered, who could 
have shot our horsemen down from the towers and walls without 
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at. nil fchomHolvoH. A narrow road to tlio loft led along 

Llio foot of ilio Lilln to llio oncmy’y camp, but only throe men 
could luivo gone abreast, and ifc was commaiulGcl on the left and 
front by the guns, and on the right by tiro troops in Dohmazung, 
umlenu'atli ilio vvalls of which it passed. At a quarter to four we 
heard tln^ hi’st gun tired, and from that time to dark wo watched 
for tlu' infantry attack to develop. Some of the 9‘2nd HighhindorB 
wore S(Hui to our right centre among the trees of a village a mile 
from Didjina/iUng, and a sniall party of the 9th Lancers was sent 
hy (tenoral Massy to open cominuiiicaiiou with them. These 
found tlio oneuiy swarming in the orchards they had to pass 
throngli, and after being tired upon from several walls they had to 
return. ■Tin', mountain guns with (renoral Baker, posted upon the 
high ridg(j (U)mmniidiiig the Bala ilissar, were shelling the Asmai 
JleighiH lined by tlio mioniy, Avhoso guns rcinracd the lire shot for 
slmt. Having tw(d.vo gmis to (knmral Jbikev^s two mountain guns, 
they had mucli the best of it, though the range was so long that 
little rejd damago wns done on (utlicr bide. The ridges upon 
which this shell practice was going on form tlie dofonces of Cabul 
from attack from the Baznian direction. Buniiing up from the 
Jbila nissaj*, and following every dip and rise of tlie hillaide, is a 
strong wall ten or iiWclvo feet high, pierced for musketry. This 
wall is continued jit rigbt ungies along the crest of the Sliordorwaxa 
ilidgo and down the precipitous hillside of the gorge through 
wliich the Oaliul Jliver runs, it ends a few yards from the broken 
arches of a bridge spanning the stream — at this time reduced to 
very Hunill dimensions, by being largely drawn upon for irrigation 
purposes in tlic Oliardob Valky — hut begins at once on the opposite 
side of the river, A strong Lower, with a base of stones fifteen 
feet high, j'aisod on the solid rock, is the starting point on this, 
the nortlier'u side of tlie river, and the w^all jzig-zags u]) just in 
the same Avay as that in continuation of tho upper Bnla Hissar, 
The lino of fortiflcaiion extends along the hill top, and then turns 
down for some disi^ancc} along a spur facing towards Shorpur. On 
the crest of this ridge (tho Asmai Hoiglits), three v'hite Btandards 
were Hying near tho guns of the enemy, who had one heavy piece 
on tliO Hununit, tho re])art of which made tho bai-k of the moun- 
tain guns sound quite contompiiblo, Tho lino of lire on both sides 



46 


The Afghan War^ ^ 879 — So. 

was at right angles to the heel of the Galral Pdvor, the sliells iiyiiig 
oyer the gorge and bursting on the opposing heights, l^h'onn our 
position in the plain below we could watch the ai’tiJlory and judge 
pretty accurately as to the fall of the shells, and it was annoying 
to sec that as it Avas “cud-on” firing, iho enoniy wot*c receiving but 
little injury. Their policy was plainly to hold 011 till iiight(all and 
to attempt to escape imder coyer of darkness ; and as tho s\in 
sank sloAvly behind ns, it hecarao obvious that unlosB tlio infjLntry 
attack was soon delivered, they would succeed only too well. Our 
chagrin was great that there AA^cre not guns Avith our cavalry, as 
we could see men in little clusters of 50 or 100 lying under the 
lee of the rocks on our side of the ridge, perfccdly sholtorod from 
G-oneral Baker's shells. General Massy had applied for horse 
aidillery before leaving Beni PTissar ; but it avus reported tba(. tho 
country he would have to pass over Avas cut up by deep irvigiition 
chamiols Avhich would hinder the guns from lauping up with tluA 
cavalry. It Avas decided therefore not to send out artillery. VViih 
a couple of R.H.A. guns we could have made the enemy’s can\p 
and the hillside quite unteoablo, and tho 2,800 ixion gaJAioiv'd 
there Avouid either have had to come doAvn into tho tdaiu, avIhuh^ 
our cavalry Avould have chosen their oAvn ground to ciiargc tluun, or 
to take rehigo in Oabul city, which they could oasily have rcaduu'L 
An old native officer, a Cabuli, who saAv service in tho Mutiny, 
was much struck with our plan of cutting off tho vetveat; and 
when he saw the cavalry debouch into tho Chnrdch plaiu, lu^ Hald 
in his fervent thankfulness “ God has delivered tlu^so hiuiuv fishes 
into your hands even as the EmbasRy was delivered into thoivH.” 
And it certainly did soom ns if these throe rGgijncnts, Avhlch avovo 
ffakl to have been chief in tho attack upon tbo handfii] of mon 
under Sh Louis CaA’agiiari in tho Bala PlisHar, were about to bo 
extermmated. But night fell, and still our infantry attack was 
not delivered. General Massy ordorod his vedettes and tho chain 
. of cavalry to be maintuined until it wan quite dark, so as to induce 
tho enemy to believe the cordon Avould be maintained daring the 
night ; but he Avould not run the risk, in such an awkward couu«- 
try, of his men being shot down in detail. He theroforo Avithdrew 
thorn eyentnally Avithin two or three of the nule forts in tho plain 
and waited for daylight. It seemed almost hopeless to intovcopt 
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ill llio (l{ir]ai(‘WH moil wlio lind a yalloy six or seven milog across, 
willi liillH on oiLlior side, to osca])o by. That they did escape ia 
now a (‘iiiiHO of mucli lionrtbuniiiin in the fovco. If, like Joshua, 
•we coiihl have nmdo tlu^ huh siijiiid still, say, for only two hours, 
the day would Jiavo boon fis grand a ruccoss as the Gbh at Gharasia- 
as it ^vas, ill can only bo looked upon as one of groat disappoint - 
moiit to all conconied. 

'riie only troops availabhi for despatch with Genoral Eakor wero 
820 of tlio 02nd ( [igldaudcrs, two companies of the 72nd liigh- 
landors, and scv(3u coinjianics of the 23rd Pioneers. With these 
wore two moiinttiin and one Gatling, The road up to the 

ridge coimnaiidiug the Gala Jlissiir and the passage over the Kotal 
down iniiO the Ghaixhdi Valley wore ho dilllcnlt, that although this 
force moved out of IJeiii Hinsar at noon, it was a quarter to four 
hoforo the mountain guns got into action, and it was some timo 
later before tluj i)2iul I [iglilauders reached the village to the west 
of Dehnia/jung. The enemy wore in greater force than was ex- 
pi'ctod, and an the i)2nd men wore unsupporLed, they were ordered 
to wait for reiuforcomontH lioforo making any attack. They were 
directed to take up a position on a spur of the Sherderwaza 
lleightH, paraihd to the Oahu! Eivor, and this they did without 
loHH, altlioiigli the enemy opened lire from two hrecchdoading 
field-piecoH in their camp. Jdu' hIigIIh and round shot wore pitched 
too high, and greatly amused our men. Marksmen ivere posted at 
Hheltcu'od points, mid their aim was so good that tlie Afghans soon 
retired from lliuse two guns, leaving them in the open. The two 
companioH of the 72nd were at this time on the hillside nearest 
to Eoiil ilissar, and the 23rd ivas in reserve. A gun in the tower 
I have mcjitioned lived occaHionnlly, and the Gatling was tried at 
thiH ; but the drum hitched after a few rounds, and the gun had 
to ceaHO firing. General Baker had made up liis mind to attack 
the mstani his roinforcomonts — eonsisting of a wing of the 67thj 
two companioB of the »5th Ghoorkas, and four more mountain 
guiiH— arj’ivnd. These, however, did not roach him until half- 
past five, and it was then quite hopeless to think of storming the 
hoighiiH in the dusk. The troops accordingly bivouacked where 
they stood, and a very cold night they had of it. Genoral Mac- 
phej^son arrived at 3.30 a.m. with the remainder of the 67tb^ th^ 
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28fch P.N.I, and four liorse artillory guns on cloplnuiis. Jlo 
star Led with some infantry and guns to follow General Massy. 

There is no doubt the enemy began oyacuating thoir ])OHitiou as 
soon as it was dark; and when a strong patrol crept into their 
camp at midnight they found all had Hod, Guns, tents, camj) 
equipage, &c., fell into our hands, Sovoii bodies wove found 
buried on the heights, and three others wein lying on tho ro(‘kH. 
Whether the fugitives carried ofi‘ others, wo have no moans ol tolling. 
There were no casualties on our side. General Baker s(‘ijt iuforiua- 
tion to General Massy of the flight of tho enemy, and Iho cavalry 
started off on the Bamian Bead at 5.30 a.m., but only (uio small 
party of twenty^one was overtaken on the [votal-i-Takht. Tlioso 
took refuge on a low hill and fought despei-atoly, tho good Imdc of 
surrounding and shooting them down falling to tlio 5(rh P.(J. 
The single combat betweezi Eahmat All, a native oflioer, and iho 
leader of the party, was a prcLiy piece of business. Tho Afghan 
tried to escape on a fast pony, but was overtaken by Ihihmat All, 
who, after w^arding off two blows from his opponent’s Inlwdr, got 
well down upon the man’s head. Unluckily his sword Bua])p(al ad 
the hilt, but the blow had knocked tho fugitive off his horse, and 
he was pistolled boforo he could recover himself. Ji was the 
hardest day's work the cavalry have had for a long time, over iliiviy^ 
six miles being covered in the day. TJio men wore without food 
Loth days they were out, but they behaved splendidly, not a 
grumble being heard. For instance, tho Uth Lancjers started 
on the morning of the 8th, after having received one loaf to ( 3 y(u*y 
three men. They carried no food, as only a roconuaissanoe whs 
intended, and at night some sheep were killed for them, and they 
tried to eat. the flesh after roasting the aniuuils whole, fl’lioy Inid 
nothing but tbeir swords to use in cutting up tho oarcn.soH, and 
they found it quite impossible to oat tho flesh ; so on tlio HiJi they 
went supperless to bed. On tho 9th they wore in iho saddle from 
5 A.w. to 9 p.M, (when they reached this camp), and the pursuit 
and return were made in such quick iinio that again there 
was no chance of their getting food. Horses and mou of all tho 
regiments out with General Massy were quite exhausted whozi they 
at last reached their quarters here. Some score of horses were lost on 
the road, having literally died in harness. There was no RlaoknoHS 
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in ilio purfiuilj whon emoo ii ‘began, hut iho cnomy had too groat a 
Hlari U) 1)(^ osandaken, and it now hccudm probable they disperfjod to 
the liills and Jiuulo Tor tludr homos, many donl)fcIos8 taking refuge 
in tlio ciiiy. One pi(3co of oxponciio(3 wa.s coriainly gained, and 
that Avas that the Yillag(*rH ahoiit Oahnl are hostile to ns almost to 
a man. h^vo of tlu^iu lieloiiging to Aoshalir wore made an ex- 
funplo of l)y (dolonol Uoss, of the llLh l]cngal Laueers. They 
ti'caeluM'oiisly hrod into the Lancers, after having salaamed to 
tlu'ru as tli(3y passed. Tlio rufliaiiB were eapLnred with their guns 
still in thoir hands, and wore shot witliout further pa I’lcy. Ibipionly 
liy sindi He-vority, a,ud by ta,king no ])rLSoiiors in action, than any 
in)])rossion can he made the Alghan mind. Such prisoners 
as are brought in arc tried i)y a inilitary comraisBion, and the great 
majority are sliot. Tluu’o is just a fear that too much Iciiienoy 
may 1)0 sJiowu, as tko Avorlc is rather distitsteful to British ollicers ; 
])ut as W(^ a, re an ^Sivenging army,” scruples must ho cast aside. 

ddio army moved into tliis camp yesterday afternoon. It was 
only ahout a, four miles’ smirch from licni Ilissar, and the 72nd 
wcr(3 ](!Jl in clnu’go of all stores that coidd not bo got oiT by the 
transport auinials in the day. On the night of the 8tli there was 
Hom(3 lively hring ))y small bodies of hfuhnashas^ who tried to 
siioot down mnn on pi<3qaot and sontiydiity ; hut, as is usual, the 
l>ul)ed.s did no miscliiof, Jnist night there was news of what 
tlu'oatemMl to Iua a bolter oi*gn,nizod attack by local Aullagors and 
tribesmen. Monnt(al sowars, it seems, Avere sent round to the 
iribt3s in this neigh l)ourhood asking them to gather in force and to 
attack the camp, as much loot could be got, and only a fcAV men 
iiad been lefi. in caanp. The exemplary Boverity wo liave shoAvn in 
shooting all the men catighL in arms agaijist us, deterred the 
villagers from combining iogethor, and no attack avus made. The 
72nd had drawn in their camp avcII uiulcr iho wails of a garden 
ovorlooking the ground, and had formed a kind of laager with 
flour bags, &c., but not a shot was fired all night. The 72nd were 
iviuly for any num1>er of assailants, and from behisicl thoir harri- 
cades of flour bags they would have i‘ead the Afghans as sharp a 
lesson as tlio Zulus I'ecoivcd Avhon trying to storm the mealie 
redoubt at Jlorke's Drift. The whole of the stares were brought 
ill here to-day. The 5th (Wioorkas hold the ridge overlooking the 
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Bala Hissar, and the 5Lh Punjab Cavalry arc in tJio Bliorpnv 
Oantonmeni, to prevent the barracks there being doHtroyod by the 
local peasants for the sake of the woodwork and other jiiatoriak 
In two or three days we shall probably move into the Ibila ilissiir, 
in which five months’ provisions are to bo stored. Tlui city is 
(jiiict, and the camp is quite thronged with petty trjidors, win) bring 
in food, clothing, &c., for sale, nnd move freely among our troops. 
Sir Frederick Eoherts inspected the Sherpur Camp and the 
captured guns to-day, but no movement of ti-oops took place. Jn 
a short time a small force under Gencrnl Gough will march back 
to the Shiitargardan to re-open communications in tlint direction, 
jiending further nows of tho Khybor Force, whose advance sooms 
to be very slow owing to transport difficulties. 

Cabul itself is quite open to us now, and wo ciiii enter it when- 
ever wo choose. The guns capinred on the Asmai ridge wcu'o six 
lield-picGGS and six mountain guns. Two tiokhpieeos wore also 
found in camp, and an immense store of ammunition. Tliirty 
camels, four elephants, and several mules and j)onioH also foil into 
our hands. 

It is now well established that tho leaders of tho mutiiiners arc 
the Amir’s most trusted friends. Xushdil Khan, who was neat 
specially by him to meet Cavagnari at Shntargardan, was a pro- 
minent loader both at Charasia and on the heights yesterday. 
Mahomed Jan, a general in Yakub’s army, and of sorao importanco 
among the powerful War dak section of tho Soutborn Chili'ailH, is 
also mentioned. There is no doubt of concealod action among 
the Amir’s officers, and unluckily none of tho loaders have boon 
taken. Sirdar Nek Mahomed Khan is really tho head of all. It 
now appears that only one quarter of the magazine in the Bala 
Bissah was looted, and there are now in that fortress about twenty- 
six guns in perfect order and several rockets, old presonts of the 
Indian Government. Nawab Kban, colonel of artillery, came in 
yesterday to know what orders General Roberts had to give about 
them, and was told they were to remain there for the presont. No 
one can suppose any captured guns will he given to the Amir, who 
18 sfeill with us. 

It wms rumomed that 800 sepoys had kept together in a body, 
but this Btery is now said to be false, all having dispersed except 
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JOO wlio oHC'oj’tod ilioiv leader, MalioiiKid Jaii, tewardfj Tiirkistaii. 
d’lio ilit'oo ro^iitUMiUs al. CUinzui are ropoided io be only five miles 
out of iluilr |)Iac(', vvliil(3 four days ayo oar force from Gandtihar 
way at iNFakr, Four lon^' mardios from Ghazni. The onemy has 
heeu extremely well Iniunned of all our iiuwomentH, though their 
source oF information eaiiuoi bo absolutely fixed ujjoii. Jlegular 
nows wum [)rol)ably given by some of the Amir’s retainers, who sec 
ail tliat g’ooM on in our camp. 

The political situaiion shoAvs no development; the Amir coin- 
ciding in all that is done, now Unit tlio llight of the mutineerB has 
removed his apprcdieusion of Ga))ul being sacked. If the attack 
on Uu3 HUi bad boon made earlier in the day, the only outlet for 
Mahomed Jan and his 2,000 troops would Juivo been to Cabul 
itaclf.''' Tdie city would tliou of courso have been taken by storm, 
and, as Mir hb’mlerick Roberts said in his proclamation, we could 
not have been held responsible for the consoquencos. At present 
tho strioiost orders prevail against anyone entering the city, which 
perhaps oven now may harbour many luutinoers. 


CHAPTER V. 

Vifiit to tlio EoRidonoy— OoRCriptiou of Um )^ala lliswur — Tlio UuinR of the Itesidency — 
Prolwiblo Plan of the Attju'k and Oof once — Tl»e Amir’n Palace — Formal Occuaatbn 
of ilio iJala Uia^ar, and Proclaniatiou to tho lV.nplo of Oabul — The PanisUment of 
the City— Aircwfc of tho AniiPh MitURiera Text of the Pioclamation. 

Cami> SxAir Sung, 11th October. 

To-day Mir Fredorick Roberts and his Staff visited tho ruins of 
Uie RoBidency within the walls of the Bala Hissar. Tho visit was 

* (Immral Ma^iSy’s 'svithdi^iwal of his patvulR wag BOyercly oritiotzed, and capital wjig 
aftcnvai’dfj miido out of it by tho inilitary autliorities in India. Ag gUowing how' utterly 
bclpIORs tho -Iroopors would luive boon in the darlctioa^i to check au enemy, I may quote 
itiy own experience. On tho niominf? of the 9tb I rode from Geneial Ma'^sy’is force to 
join Ueuoral Balier, tukiiig an Afgl^an guide aud two fiowavi^ iin escort Intiumerablo 
waicrcoiirsea bud to be jumped, and both Bowara were left behind in the ditohea. Hy 
horde bad nearly to swim one atreum, and tho Btrain and toil of cliiubing up tho banh'i 
ware eueb that I lost even the felt 7timda/i from under my saddle. The willow- tre s 
lining Uie stryam were also great obBtacles to horses and men, even hi daylight, ’ 
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made quietly and uiiosteiiUtionsly, only a fluflleicnt escort 
taken to onuinl against such accidents as a gba^i running amin'K, 
or a handful of quondam rebels making an nttaclc ni)ou the baidor 
of tlio army tliat has punished them. 'Jdiero is so nnicb ol 
historical interest attaching to the fortress wliieli guards Cjibnl, 
mid this interest has heen so iutensiJiGd l)y hiLe evenls, that all of 
us who rode from Camp yesterday Avero full of ex]HS‘iation as to 
\Yliat we wove likely to see. FolloAving for halC a mile the 
dellalahad Pmad, lined on both sides with closely-planted tnass, ue 
turned sharply to the left Avben nearing the city, and Avere soon 
underneath the walls of the Ibila Hissar itself. The shallow bed 
of the moat supposed to sinToiiiid the chy is nearly dry, and the 
road runs only a few yards from the foot of the ro(dc against whitdi 
the Avails are reared. The masonry is crninhliiig to deeny, hut 
ihero are still signs of great stability in it, and the natiunl feadnros 
of the ground have been so utili'/ed that a 80 

or 10 feet is presented to an 3 '‘ cneitiy. This is on the eaMhumsidc 
to the right of the entrance-gat.c, just where Hlnu'o Ali’s piihico, 
Avith its zenana, tops the Avail. The road rises some 10 or 12 huit 
to the gate itself, Avhich must once liaA^chcon of onoriuous strength, 
as solid masonry 20 feet thick still remains. Hero, ngfiin, tliero 
is eA’idence of ruin, the inner supports hiiviiig crumbled away and 
the dofonsh ’'0 position overhead lost its protecting parapets. IT 10 
loAver Bala Hissar once entered, one comes upon the usual iin.rrow 
Aviudiug lanes and commonplace mud buildings of nil oasiLArn 
cities. The place looks filthy and uiicared for, and the doorways 
leading to the courts of the tumblo-doAAm liouBOS give a vimv of 
squalor and dilapidation suggestive of worse to folloAV. d’lio few 
;* hops aro misenihlo specimens of their kind, and their owners nro 
in keeping Avith the general associations of the place. Thoro is 
nothing better to doscrihe than dust, dirt, and dreariness, on every 
hand; and even the small square, Avhere a few guns wore stand- 
ing ill front of a dozen dirt}^ tents used by tho gunners, gave as 
littlo idea of the interior of a fortress as a few grains of sand 
Avoiild of a desert. Hix field-pieces and as many mountain guns 
u'ere parked in the square. This Avaspart of tho artilleiy-quurtorsj 
and a few gunners Avith a trunipefcor Avere staudiug near tho guns. 
The men wore no uniform and looked like unwashed coolios. They 
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stilniod an Sir Jj\v(loridc R()l)OLis rode up, aiid the trumpeter 
AVidooiuod ns by blowing- ^aonotonously for so\xn‘al minutey upon 
Ills iustruiiKnit. 

It must 1)0 more Hiaii tbirty-Qve years since ] British infantry 
iiiairliod tbroin^li Uic liltliy streets of this mncli-vauntod citadol ; 
iiiid ouj* only re<>'rot was that they had now cnierod it so peacefully. 
Sir (»V(Ml(n‘i{^k Uoi)(wls was nccompaiiied by the MustaiTti, tlie 
and Daoud Shall, the Oonnuaud(u’-in-Chiof. After a few 
luinntos' stay in this square, wo rcdaaced our steps and entered a 
narrow lane with a lii^h wall on the right, slmtting in the Amir’s 
garden. On. the loR wore the stables in which the horses of the 
Uo 3 'al lioiisohold woj’e iotliored in the open air, rude bins being 
made in the jnnd wuIIh on a pattern winch is common ivhoiv? 
Afghan cavalry are quartered. 'The lane led to the high ground 
on wliich the buildings assigned to Sir Louis Oavagnari and his 
coiupanions stood. Lrom this the city could be seen lying at our 
feet, to th(‘ north* 

Our lirst vi(nv of tlie Ihisi deucy was of the rear wall, still intact, 
hut blackened on the top whore the smolte from the hurning ruins 
had swept across. At eaeli angle where the side walls joined were 
seen ilio loop-hoh^s from which the lire of the little force on tbe 
roof had been dirocLod against the ovorwhehning numbers attack- 
ing tluun. Jfoawy square foot round those loo])“holes was pitted 
with bullet-marks, the halls having cut deeply into the hard mud 
plaster, ddio wu^storn wall, which faced towards tlio Upper Bala 
ilissar, c<>mmandiug it, was scarred with these marks, proving 
only too well how severe had hcou the lire from the higher level 
occupiiaT by the mutiueors in the xlrsenaL At this end the 
Ilcsidoncy was of throe stories, but the present wall does not 
indicate tlio height of more than two, the upper part having 
colla])sed when the fire obtained a mastery over the building. A 
lane six. or eight foot wide riiim between this wall and the buildings 
on the right in which the Guidos were quartered. Plans hitherto 
puhlishod Ixave made tbe llesidency and those quarters one block ; 
but this is ii mistake ; tboy wero quite distinct* 

Bidiag along the lano wo eamo to the Boniberii end of the 
EoHidoncy, built upon tho edge of the wall looking towards Beni 
Uissar, and here wore two graves marked by neatly-piled stoncss in 
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Mussulman fasliion, oacli wihli its liGacl-stonCj l)ui no iiiscri])iion. 
Wbetliev bodies avo buried bcneatli renuiins to be seoii ; it is 
suspected those nCrat mounds may have booii raised as a bliiid.” 
''rho Ivoiwal stated that tu^o snliihs wore buried there, Lhmienaut 
Hamilton and Mr, Jeukyiis ; but this docs not coincide willi tlio 
story told by Tainius, a soAvar of tho Guidos, who says tho bodices 
were buried some distance to the west of tho ih'sidoucy. Passing 
through a narrow gateAvay, lialf-blocdcod Avitli rub bis) 1 , just in roar 
of these graves, we entered tho main court of tho Ih'sidoncy, and 
wore soon thoroughly able to appreciate the fate of its (hdondors. 
The southern end on our right hand Avas standing uniouclied, and 
consisted of rooms built on Avooden pillars so as to forzn a In'ud of 
oblong pavilion. The mud baHemont is three or four foot from the 
ground, and the whole structure, except a few partition wtdls and. 
the roof, is of wood, and, from the dryness of th(‘ clijuato, voiy 
intlammahle. It is neatly whit own sized, and the upper rooms, 
being open on l)oth sides, must Ize cool and pleasant, T1 k‘S(3 av<to 
S ir Louis CaAagnari’s quarters, and from them tho ri(ih Gahul 
plain beneath can be seen stretching away to tho II ills. 

The courtyard of tho Residency is about 90 foot H([fiaro, and at its 
northern end, Avhere formerly stood a three-storied building like that 
I have just described, are nothing hut the hare Avails, hbtolu3nod 
and scarred by fire, and a huge heap of rubbish, tho ruiim of tho 
Avails and roof Avhicli fell iiz as the woodwork A\as desin^yed. 
Portions of the partition avhIIs still remain, jutting sulloniy out 
from the mass of dfhyiSj and these only servo to malco iJu 3 phna^ 
more desolate. The AvhiteAvabhed Avails on the left are hei’o luid 
there bespattered AAdth blood, and ou tho raised basomeiit on svluch 
the building stood are the remains of a lingo fire, tho half*ohtirr(Hl 
beaiiiH still resting araong the ashes. The i-uiiis arc still Binouhh^r- 
ing. 'Whether, as suggested, any bodies wore hnnu'd there, ib 
still an unsettled point ; hut in one room into which 1 wont ihoro 
can he no doubt fire had been used for such a puiposo. Tho 
ashes AAwe in the middle of the chamber, and near them Avero twa) 
skulls and a heap of human lioneSj still fetid. It wozild seem ns 
if a desperate struggle had taken place in this room, tlio blood- 
staiiiB on the floor and Avails being clearly discernible. The skullH 
are to be examined by surgeons, as it is possible Lhey may bo 
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tliOKo ol I'iUl’OponiiH. ilio .[{osicloncy avus looi6cl so tlioroug'bly^ 
iJuii iioi cvou a hiiH bc'on b'.fl in Uio walls. In Sir Louis 
(Jayiigiiari’H (jn}iri(‘rs ilio whidowH ovorlooldng the Rala Hibsar 
wall Iuiv(‘ ])oon lorn out; oven Lo ilic saslies, and a low bits of glass 
on tln^ door alono roiuaiu of th(‘m, 'llic3 chintz hangings and 
purdahs liavo boon Htri[)pod away, a fluttering bit of colourod rag 
on a sti’iLy xiitil b(dng tlio only sign of sucli cluiOrf illness as these 
once gave, 1>n,ro cross-fados and niftors, floors rough with dirt and 
dolilod with liltli, sinring white walls with here and there a bullet- 
mark — such aru the onco comfoj'tablc quarters of ou]‘ Envoy, 
TJio view over tlic Caliul ^dain is still as poacefnl as when poor 
Jonkyns described it so entlmshisticaliy ; but all else is changed, 
"Jhie ono consolation is that a Lritisb army is oncainped within 
gunshot of the walls. 

ft is still diflicult to make out the pohit at which the mutineers 
obtaiuod entry into Uio Ivcjsidoucy buildings, unless it was by a 
liole in the (3aHtO]'n wall, a little to Lbo right of a suuili dooruay leach 
ing to a lowcsr range of houses adjoining. Hound this hole are 
scoj'oB of bullet"]) oJes, and their direction seems to show that the 
delbndiU'H on tlio roof iirod dmvu as iho laon stroamod in^ in the 
ViiJ/} hope of elieeddng tJmm before they conhl rush forward and 
sot lire, to the woodvvorlc. Ouco tlio low(3r piirt of the throe- 
storiod building was in flames, no tiling could save the brave men 
on thc3 roof, as all rotinab was cut off. We viewed tlie scene of 
dcsolaiion for some time from the roof of Sir Louis Cavagnari’s 
qaartors ; and General Uoborts gave orders that nothing should be 
disturbed until caroFul skotcdies had hoeii made of the interior of 
the Kosidcncy and its surroundings, Careful excayatioiiB for 
l)(Kli£3H will also 1)0 made among the ruins. It is absurd to talk of 
tlua Jlosidcncy being a safe place for a garrison; it is commanded 
comjjlctely frohi the walls of the Arsenal in iho Upper BaJa 
Hissfir, and also from the roofs of some high houses to the south- 
west. Jn addition, liousea closely iidjoiu it on the easiorn side ; 
and an atLaoldng paidy sapping tbo walls would have perfect cover 
in this direction the wlicdc time ; this may account for the breacdi 
in iho walls through which I have suggested the mutineers made 
their rush. Hiding into the quarters occupied by the Guides^ 
escort, on the wostorii side of the lane, I found but few biillet- 
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marks on tlio walls. Facing was a liigli door tu'nily closed niid 
seemingly nuinjni’cd ; but on going into tlio Sikli rjinirtors on luy 
right, and following a broad passage which turned at rig fit augli'ii 
towards the wall, a huge broach w)is visiljle. This wnw where llii' 
Afghans liad blown in the gate after Liouteiiaut J lamilton’s iiolde, 
but ineffectual, olforts to chock thonn Throe tiiu(‘s lie clnn'g'i'd 
out, Idlliug many men with his sword and pistol, luit what could 
one hero do against a mob of fanatics? No doubt avIkui it Avas 
seen that a breach was made the Gaides withdrew to the Ih^sidiuicy 
proper, and there made the last stand, first in the courtyard guard- 
ing the doors and afterwards on the roof. 

On returning Ave stayed for a short time in tlio Amir’s gardmi, 
where fruit and tea were served to ns. AfUwwavds we visited HI nun 
Ali’s palace on the wall near the gate. Ihvo oi’ Unco dark passages 
had to bo traversed liefore a staircase was gained whicdi led to his 
Htate rooms. Persian carpets of value were spread in two rooms, 
in the sccand of which hung gundy glass eliaiidoliors, wlulo on 
the ground (as if purposely placed out of liarin’s way) aviis a 
collection of glassware of sorts showing all ihij colours of ilni rnaa- 
how, A few cheap prints, including one of tlio (Jvsar Ah'xaiider, 
hung on the walls, and 011 a chair near was a Onqiluc fobhid so as 
to show a portrait of Cavaguari. On taking thin up I came across 
a diary of Sir Louis Cavagnari's, which seemed to have been used 
chiedy for recording lists of visits and visitors. Tlio book was 
handed over to Afajor Hastings, Two or throe maps of Geutrul 
Asia were also among the papers ; Imt it is doubtful to whom tluAy 
belonged. 


Gmv SiAH Sung, 3 2///. Octolwr. 

This morning the first formal declaration of our occupation of 
Cabnl was made by the troops taking possession of the Ibila 
Hissar, followed by a durbar, at which the terms impoBod upon 
the city were announced. As i have before said, there was 
nothing to hinder us marching into the forlross tlni day after the 
battle of Charasia, for onr cavalry vidottes were within 200 yards 
of the AA^alls, and not a sentry could be scon witluu tlia fortifica- 
tions. They had been abandoned in hot haste by the muUuoors, 
who had first of all drawn off to the Shorpur caniomnoniy and 
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ilioiiC(‘ l)(‘Ltkoii Uiom[.olv(‘s toilio Asiniii from wliidi tlu\y 

iloil on tlio ovLMiiii^ of llio SLU. liuL Llioro Avas no occasion for 
haslo : our oiuu[» on Llio Stall Snu^' domiuntoH the city, and 

we could linvo nlu'lh'd iL at, our loisum il' any sif^ns of discoiiLont, 
or an arnusl had ho(ui ohsc'rvod. Hosidos, in dcttliiig with 

Ar{>liiinh, Llu'iv ih always llio oloiucul of tnaicliery to ]){‘ ctnihidoiod, 
ami it WM'i not iiii[)ossi()](‘ tlnit iniiios might liavo l)('cii laid ready 
to 1)0 spning if wo Oiamplod the ]>hu ‘0 procipitalely. The explosion 
of the magazino at Slj(n‘[)m’, on the nig] it of tlio 7th, had shown 
the (l('sp(n’!it(‘ eliai'aeter of the men we were lighting against, and 
It was u('Jl to l)t^ on our giiai'd against any surprise. It is 
impossihlo (o say wlniL vast slo''es of gimpow'der may he liiddeu 
in the Up])er liala i I issar, wdiere th(' Arsenal buildings arc situated; 
ami until woliari) thoroughly examined the godownis and vaults 
avithiu the waJls wt‘ au’O in the [losition of ''playing Avitli fire,” 
wdiieh may at any moment pass heyoud t)ur control. Sir lA 
Itoberts’s visit to tlio ruins of tlio Itcsuleueyyesterday woni olihjui(d;ly 
enough, uml I ho fortress seemed deserted, save foi’ the few Afghan 
rosuleuts iu the houses within tlio ontiiu’ walls ; but a few reckless 
iiuni may still iiu’k uhout \v.‘utl])g lor an opportunity to w^ovk serious 
mischief. 

h'luH luoi'ning all idle troops iu camp pa radial at eleven o’clock and 
marched down with bands playing to the Jollalahad Eoad, which 
tiu'y at once lined on either side. hlio men were arrayed in 
their gayest uniforms ; and althougli many wero worn and travol- 
stalued, the general appearance of all the regiments was very 
smart and soldiorliko. At noon word was brought to Sir F. 
Koberts that all was ready, and, uccoiupaujod by his Shilf and 
Brigadiijr-denorals Atassy, Macplierson, 1>aker, and Hugh Gough, 
and AJiijovAlomu’al Hills, ho rode down the Wiali yang Eidge, and 
took the road to the Hala 11 issar. ’Fho cavalry lined the road for 
the lirst halhinilo nearest to camp, the lances of the 14th Bengal 
Jiiincors glittering among the branches of the trees until they 
merged into the lino of sabres of the 12th Bengal Cavalry, who 
looked none the worse for their late hard rldo on tlieBamiau Eoad. 
Two vows of orimsou turbans marked where the 6th Punjab 
Cavalry wore drawn up ; wliili^ the handful of Tth Lancers, 
gorgeous as on a parade at homo, closed the cavalry array. First 
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in tlie Infaiitvy lino wcro the scarlet coats of the 28Lli Nativo 
Infantry, contrasting vividly with the dull kJiali nnilorm ol tho 
2t3rd Pioneers— as fine a lighting and working reginiojit as over 
drew batta. The mountain guns wore next in order, looking down 
each other’s muzzles from cither side of the road ; while flaula’ng 
them were tho 5th Punjab Infantry, well known for good Btu-vico 
on the frontier. Tho 7th Ooinpaiiy of Sappers and Miners, 
stalwart men, bestrappccl with spade and shovel, wore tbon passed ; 
while near them w^ere the two Gatling guuB, quite over- 
powered by their neighbours, the nine-pouiulers of G-d llatiory of 
Royal x\rtillory, which made themselves heard with good eilect at 
Gharasia. The Plighhmd regimen Ls, forming two living w^alls 
stretching far away towards the city, wore tho groat ropvesenialivcs 
of British Infantry; tho 92nd Goidon Highlanders, IdJtod and 
gaiiered, resting on the 72nd, more w'armly clad in lartan trows. 
Kothing could exceed the splendid form in which these j'ogimonts 
turned out, tho bronzed and bearded faces of the soldiers showing 
that but few ‘^six-year men” were in tiioir ranks. The V-A 
Battery of Royal Horse Artillery was d]*awn np in a fluid just off 
the road, ready to lire the salute, and tho post of honour Jiext to 
the gate was assigned to the senior regiment, the (iTfh iA)ot, a 
weihset-up body of men, equal to any amount of work. On tlio 
ridge above the fortress w^e could see the dark figures of the 5th 
Glioorkas, six companies of which had moved dowm and occupied 
the Upper Bala Hissar. As the General rode slowly down tho 
long line of troops, the trumpets of the cavalry })raye(l out a 
fanfare and the hand of each infantry rogimmit played right 
heartily, tho men presenting arms with autoniatic precision. A 
halt w^as called just below the entrance to the Bala Ifissar ; and as 
the Union lack waas run up over the gateway by vSoino red-jaclu'ts 
of the b7th, the first gnu, of the royal salute of thirty-one, w^as 
fired by the Horse Artillery, At tho same instant the opening 
bars of the ISJational Anthem were heard as tho bands struck uji, 
the shrill pipes of the Highlanders ringing out above the din. 
The sight was a most iraprossive one, tho sun lighting up tho 
double line along which 4,000 bayonets sparlcled, and "throwing 
info bold relief the darker forms of men and horses whore tho 
cavalry were drawn up. In the background woi'e tho hrowm sJopoB 
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of Llio Slali Sinig crowned by tlio wliiic linos of tents which 

miiikod our canip, thou aliuost desertoth Only a few Rpcotators 
from tlio city clunlorod on the road from the jjahore Gate, and 
A\at<‘liod s])(‘ctji(Jo, tluj nuLHS of the people romaining sullonly 
wilhiu tlio whUh. 

Hinolco of the first throe or four guns had not cleared off 
when the company ol' the OTtli iioarosi the gate faced round, and 
fu]]ow(‘d by tlieir baud, marcliod into tho Jlala Ilissar— the first 
British rogimont tiiat had cutored its narrow streets since 184^. 
(It is wortiry of record that the quick-stop ’’ played by the 67th 
is the sanui as tluit oJ’ tbc ill- 1 a ted 44 1 h Bogimout, not a man of 
whicdi es(iaj>('d to toll the talc of tiio disastrous retreat from Cabiil 
wbicii l^oJlock avenged.) P'ollowing the band, Oonera] Eoborfcs 
and bis little train of mounted men rode into the fin-tress, and 
took their way through its narrow streets to the Amir’s garden 
under tlui walls of tlio Upper Bala llissar. At either end of 
this garden, wbich is now nuu-ely a neglected wdldoriicHS, are two 
of tho ordiiuny wooden native pavilions, tho one to the south 
eonlaining wdiat is cal]<‘d tho Audience Chamber.” This is 
approaclual l)y a llight of dirty wooden stairs, and is about twenty 
feci above tlie grouud-leveh 4'bc chamber is quite open on the 
side facing the garden, so that a crowd below could be addressed 
from it, and it also gives a good view ovor tho city, with its back- 
ground of liigli hills. The room was soon filled witli tho gay 
uniforms of tlic General and his staff and siudi olficers us were 
not on duty with th(>ir rogimonts, and thou tho Durbar began, the 
Cabul Hirdiirs crowding in at a signal, and pressing forward to make 
their salaams to tlieir lalesi conqueror* It was intended that the 
Amir should have iicconipanic'd General Jloborts into the Bala 
Ifissar; but at tho last moment ho pleaded indisposition, and 
was excuseiL'^ llis eddesi son, the heir-apparent, was sent 
instead. He is a cdiild of five or six years of age, with a monkey- 
ish cast of fa(‘C, which not oven the glitter and colour of his 
InmTve coat and hat, gorgeous in green and gold, could soften or 
render at all proposaessing, Tho youngest was of little account, 
being squeo^jed against the wmoden framewoixl of the pavilion by 

* It WiFi uoL wade l?nowa until afterwardR tliitt yakub Kliaa kad placed kis resig- 
nation in the lianda of Sir F. lloberts. 
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the greasy Sirdars, who conlcl not control tlienisolvos ii) l.licir 
eagerness to pay their rospecLs. The (iciKanl was not at all 
cordial Lu his reecpilou oC them; and It wjis not suj'prisiiig, 
for a more servile or ropnlsivo aiitlicnc(i could not have lauui 
sc'loctod. Sea reedy a I'aco was visible that was lud, stamped with 
the marks of sensnalit^^, and wlioi’C age had softeiU'd these, it 
had replaced them by dcaiper lines of cnuiiing and d('.e,eptioii. 
There was a look of subdued malice in one oj' two huuis, min- 
gled with expectant fear of what terms were ahout to ho imposed 
upon Cahill . jl’lic full figure of Daoud Wliah, the late Comuiiin- 
dcL’-iii- Chief, stood out prominently from the hmudalhUki) crowd 
about him, and, both in figure and bearing, ho conU'/isli'd 
favourably wtli the sirdars, lie was clothed simply in a long 
grey coat, licdted at the waist; ivJiilo the pO]’S])ii'iiig crowd of 
his fellows boasted garments of silk and lieautifully-dyed idothes, 
some of the coats of nnmy colours being so startling as to make 
oue almost colour-Lliud. Tbej’c was one thin rod lino, bo^vever, 
which never moved ; it was that formed b^^ some twenty men of 
the CTth, who, with fixed hayouets, were standing to aiicnlbm ’’ 
at the laick of the narrow room, stolid sentinels at their posts. 
Below, the rest of the two companies ivere formed uj), nml tho 
band i)layed some lively ''troops,’’ — ^tlio aii's ]dayod at tho 
trooping of tho colourn. When these ciuno to an emd, a litllo 
space was cleared about the Geiiern], who road out tlio Brocljum 
atioii, by which the punishmeut of Cahul was made known. It 
was translated, sentence by scuitonce, ])y tho vuiUHlii of Major 
blastings, rolitical Officer, and was listened to in perfciit Hilence, 
the only token of approval being givou by an old rcssaldar of 
Ilodson’s Horse, now enjoying his pension among his native 
orchards of CabiiL This man, with his breast doc.oraied \yilh 
medals earned by service inliidia, cried outomphaticaJly 
when one or two sentences moling out piinislinient to the roluils 
wm-e road, and it was clear all his sympathy ivas with us ; for, 
with a true soldier’s instinct, he could not forgive the cowardice of 
tho^ attack upon the Residency by an armed rabble, bout upon 
taking the lives of a few men who were their guosts. Tho sirdars 
seemed relieved when they heard Gabiil was not to bo destroycal 
and the disarmament of the population and tlie fine that had to 
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bo paid iuiihL linv(‘ a])i)Ciivod to (lioin RiuiiII piniiHliuiouL «o long as 
tlioir oiiy Mini I’oriu'SH wore kdt iintoiUili(‘(L A\' 1 joii tlie Ekoclauia- 
h‘on Inn/ booii road diroagb, /bey woro Kanimitrdy dismissed, the 
llio MnslanJi, Yabiya Khan (faihoNiii-Jau' of ilio Amir), 
and Jdn ))ronioi*, Zakariab Kljaji, also, bring ankod io sta^^, as the 
(i(Miora1 wisliod (,o H])oak to tlioin. They doul)l loss thonpjit they 
\V(‘i‘(5 to bo eoasidUsl on ([iiosihms of liigK policy, hut their cliagrin 
W!is gr('nt when ilioy naTC told they would have to remain as 
])riso[U'is iinii! tlioir conduct had boon tliovongbly iiivoRtigatcd, 
They would b(' couliiKMlia Heparato rooms with soutries over them, 
and beyond one smaant tlu\y ^\onld be I’m bichhm to couiniimicate 
with any of (heir iissociatoH. The Miistiiuli hdl to telling his lioads 
at and tlio otheis appoarod in a v(‘ry wholesome state of fear. 
It wan a startling snrpriHO to tliem after all the sniooth-sailiiig of 
the past low ilays, and they arc now at leisure to ponder over their 
donbh^-doalingM Avilh the llnlish authority. llaH hit of hy-play 
having lamn si loeoss fully got ihrougli, General lloborts left the 
andienum (dnunher, and in a few minntas rode back to camp, the 
()7tli clioering him right heiulily as ho passed out of the garden. 
1110 long line of hiiyoiiots, nahres, and laucos was traversed at a 
gallop, and Siali Rung eainj) roacliod in a fow minutes. The 67th 
moved ini)0 the Bala llissar and encavnpod iu the Amir’s garden, 
and thus the hrst dity of our triumph over Cahnl oudod as happily 
as it began, Yakub Khan’s lent was removed during the day to 
the lioiuKqnartors’ camp, a guard of iuniour from the 72nd High- 
landers keo]>ing stilct watcli over it. 

The following the full texL of iho Proclamation : — 


PnocxjA,]\r^TioN to tiik PKOPiuii OP OAuun UY MAJon-GEnmiAn 

Sm I’lmDPiiicic ItouPiRTH, K.O.-B., Y.C. 

Dated Bala IIihsab, Oabul, 12//i October, 1879. 

In my ih‘Oclamation of the 8rd October, dated Zerghun Shahr, 
I informed the people of Cahnl that a IhltiHli army was advancing 
to take possession of the city, and I warned them against offering 
any reBintcnco to the entry of the troops, and the authority of His 
HighnosB tlio Amir. Tliat vvarning has been disregarded. Tha 



63 


The Afg/ia}i Wa 7 % 1879 — 80 . 

force under my command lia^ now readied Calml, and 0(‘(*u|)i('(l 
tlic Bala Hinsar ; but its advance hay been pcrtinacbuiBly opp()H( 3 <l, 
and the inhabitants of the city have taken a coiispiciions part iu 
the opposition offered. They have thoroforo hecoiiio ndads a^Minst 
His Highness tJie Amir, and have added to the guilt alrendy in- 
CLirrod by them in abetting the murder of the Uritisb Hiivoy 11 nd 
of his companions — a treacherous and cowardly crime, which lias 
brought indelible disgrace upon the Afghan people, it would lio 
but a just and fitting reward for such misdeeds if the city of Gahul 
w^ere now totally destroyed and its very name blotted out. Ihit 
the great British Government is over desirous to tcinjior ju slice 
with mercy, and I now announce to the iiihahitaiits of Cabul that 
the full retribution for their offence will not bo exacted, and Llint 
the city will be spared. Nevertheless it is nccessaiy that they 
should not escape all penalty, and that the punishment in HicLod 
should be such as will be felt and romombored. Tlaoreforo Hueli of 
the city buildings as now interfere with the proper military occu- 
pation of the Bala Hissar, and the safety and comfort of iho 
British troops to he quartered in it, will bo at once levelled with 
the ground ; and further a heavy fine, the amount of which 
will be notified hereafter, will be imposed upon th.e inhahitaiity, 
to he paid according to tlieir several capahilities. This punish- 
ment, inflicted upon the whole city, will not, of course, al)solvo 
from further penalties those whose individual guilt may bo 
hereafter proved A full and searching inquiry will bo hold into 
the circumstances of the late outbreak, and ail porBoiiB couvictod 
of bearing a part in it will be dealt with according to tluur 
deserts. I further give notice to all, that, in order to provide for 
the restoration and maintenance of order, tho city of Oabul and 
the surrounding country to a distance of ten miles arc placed 
under martial law. With the consent of tho Amir, a military 
Governor of Cabul will be appointed to administer juBlico, and to 
punish with a strong hand all evil-doers. The iuhabitfints of 
Gahul and of the neighbouring villages aro hereby waj*nod to sub- 
mit to his authority. For tho future the carrying of dangerous 
weax^ons, whether swords, knives, or firearms, within the slreots 
of Cabul, or within a distance of five miles from the city gates, is 
forbidden. After a week from the date of this Proclamation, any 
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person found iirinodwiLliiii Uicse limits will Lo liable to tlie penalty 
of dentil. }\n\sonH Iniviug in ihoir possession any nriicles wliafc- 
soovor which formerly holongod to members of the TJritisli Em- 
bassy arc r('f|iLii'cd to bring them forthwith to the British Camp. 
Aiiyorio ncglocting this warning will, if found hereafter in posses- 
sion of any such articles, bo subject to the severest penalties. 
Eurthor, all persons who itiuy have in their possession any fire- 
arms or ammunition formerly issued to, or sGi?5od by, the Afghan 
troops are required to produce them. For every country-made 
rifle, wlicUior breech or muzzle-loading, a sum of Its. 3 will be 
giv(m on delivery ; and for every rifle of Europcau manufacture, 
Es. 5. Anyone found hereafter in possession of such weapons 
win be severely punished. Finally, I notify that I will give a 
reward of its. bO for the surrender of any person, whether soldier 
or civilian, concerned in the attack on the British Embassy, or for 
such information as may load directly to his capture. A similar 
sum will bo given in case of any 2 JGrson who may have fought 
against the Hritish troops, since the 3rd September last, and has 
thoreforo become a rebel against the Amir. If any such person 
so Burronclered or captured be a captain or subaltern officer of the 
Afghan army, the reward will be increased to Es. 75; and if a 
field officer to Es. 120.^' 

Copies of this Proclamation, printed in the Persian and Palditu 
character, will be extensively circulated in Northern Afghanistan. 



64 


The Afghan liar, 1879 — 80. 


CHAPTER 71. 

Tile Enh-y into Cabul — Bobcription of llic^Cily- lu'j Common plfier* EpaUivcs 

of tlie People — Tlie Oi\lor a'.Miust Iiiiiiguos with Afghan Wonioii — iVuMiilioriH 
against FuimiieUm— The Jhiz.nrs — Riihjeetiou of the Cilv — Oaptnio uf Twol\'o 
(inns on tlltiMiH IlniiP — K\p’o'ion lu Llio Pahi lIissRi* — Doaih ut fJnptiiin 

— De&,[inction uf iMnuitlons of W;u — Athiek on the ShiiUrgaidau - llttuin of 
C.iptuied Oidnauce. 

Cam Scaei Sckg, \\\th (htalu'v. 

Cabtjl lias beon spared, so far as vegiinls Uio ivijniig' oiil, of iis 
name by tlie destniutioii of the city ; but to-clay it lias bad to 
suffer tlie bumiliation of seeing our troops inaroli Lrinmpbaully 
tbrough its streets, and to feed, for tliu tii'st time for many 3>oiirK, 
that its freedom bas passed away. The terms of the proclama- 
tion, read by Sir F. Roberta iu tbc Rala Itisaar 3 resloi'day, liiivo 
been made known to tbc turbulent populace; and tliough tbe 3 i 
bai'e not so far tliougbt lit to surrender llioir arms, tlicy are wise 
cnougli to keep tliom all out of sight for fear of (soimoquences. 
Our troops paraded this morning nt ton o’edoek, and by eleven tbo 
cavalry bad begun to enter tbo Lahore Gate to clear the way for 
tbo Goiieral and bis Staff. I descrilied very fully tbo appearaneo 
of tbs little army yesterday when, the Lbila lllHanr was bilum 
possession of, and tbere is tlierefove no need to dwell upon tbeir 
bearing to-day. Tlie 3 ^ were as smart and Qt as nny maidbiot of 
the old school could have wished, and tbeir steady raareb tlirougb 
the narrow streets and bazaars was as imposing as the Kpeclaelo 
of the previous day. A circuit of tbo city bmUo bo made; and 
In- the time the cavaliy were w'ell on tbeir way back to tbc sLiirt. 
ing-pioint, the last of the infantry filed in. Following cdoHolv on 
the heels of the 14lb Bengal Lancors, tbo blnior-Gonoral com- 
manding rode through the LalioreGato, and, turning off soon to 
the kit, took the street lending to tbo Cbandiml Baznar, tbo 
Hindu imdRizilbasb quarter of Cabnl. General Maepborsou, at, 
tbo bond ol tbo First Brigade, led tbo infantry; and Gouoral 
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Eaknr, w[i,]i Uio So(:oiicl closed iJio procession. Of courso, 

tlio (>7Ui niul 5l;li Ohoorkis -wore /ibso 2 it, ns Uioy nre now garri- 
Hoiiiiig (ilio l,>ala I [jssar. Tboro was no artillciy brought in, a.s 
tlu' slr(HsLs are so tortuous and tlio bazaars so iiarroW; that it 
would h{ivo bec'U dilUcult for the guns to have worked through. 
Wo ]iavo not nuudi artillery with us; and, accusLoincd as the 
Ciibul p(‘oj)Ie arc to seeing largo parks, our three batteries would 
not have iui[)reHS{3d tins 111 . 

There h/ns boon for so many years siich a peculiar interest 
atta(‘Jiing to the name of Oahu], LhuL one naturally expected to be 
Htruek with the a])peai'auoo of the citj^ ; and it was therefore dia- 
appoi]iting to find iiotliing in its [oidiures j’oiiuirkablo or impressive. 
'Viewed from tlic ridg{3 in whieii wo are now oucainped, the town 
prcseiits a mass of mud walls and flat roofs, Avith trees and gar- 
dens scattered among tliom, and belting them on the north and 
east with I’icli verdui-c. To the west the bastions and walls of 
the IlaJa Jlissar, and iho double lino of forLiheations about the 
Avstuml, stand out in hold relief ; the steei) hills to the north and 
south, with tho open gorge through which the Cabul river runs, 
forming an imposing backgi’onnd* Apart from those there are no 
distinctive signs to distinguish tho place from any other Eastern 
city ; in fact, it lacks tho tall buildings, mosques, and minarets 
which many a ceiiti'c of Mjihoinedan fanaticism boasts*. The 
strong wall Avhicii once guarded it and made it a place of strength 
has crmnldod awiiy, or been broken down, and in its ])]ace are 
the wretched mud stviictaros called houses, in which it pleases the 
citizens to live. There ia one landmarlc, the tomb of Taimur 
Shah : its low dome standing out in solitary state, and only notice- 
able I)y reason of the dead level of dreariness which surrounds it. 
The Oal)ul Eiver is now dwarfed to a shallow streamlet which a 
child could wade, and ilio paltry bridges of masonry Avhich span 
it are half ruiuons, and of a style which any Western engineer 
would d(5Spiso. The fact that there is a river at all is only patent 
when we come suddenly upon it; and though it may in flood-time 
swirl along with some attempt at dignity, it is now beneath con- 
tempt. Tho broad cal'rG^lt which roars by Duka, and finally 
swells the Indus above Attock, would be angorecl if it could sea its 
l)areiit stream crawling so sluggivshly along that oven a dlwbie^SBloDe 
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iiiiglit turn it from its course, it is not at Cabal a rivcj’ to b(i 
proud of, however much it may fertilize the valleys tlirougli which 
it runs. It is practical and connnonplace, and the latter epithet 
applies with some little reserve to Cabul itseir. There is not tlio 
overwhelming interest aroused as one traverses its streets thn.t 
might be reasonably anticipated ; and the picture of its teeming 
life and swarming bazaars Las certainly boon overdrawn. I do not 
mean to infer that its streets are deserted and its stalls forsaken. 
There are 2:-l,000 houses and some 70,000 people within its 
hounds ; hub there is no greater sign of active connuoj-co than 
Peshawur and half a dozen other cities of Northern India proHiUit 
to a stranger. As it is far from eivilizntioiu and is the lirst and 
last stage between Central Asia and India, occovdingly aa tho 
current of trade sets in either diroclion, it has drawn to itself 
merchants of varied nationality, and become an exchange where 
trafficking in Eastern and Western goods goes on side hy side. 
Ill one stall tho silks of Bokhara and indigenous products of tho 
Khanates are packed side by side with the (doths of Maiuilujstor ; 
while in another Sheffield cutlery and '^Brummagend’ goods nro tlio 
near neighbours of the rudely-made iron-ware and rouglily-flnisliotl 
jewellery of native artificers. That tho bazaars arc full of goods 
of all kinds, from diamoiula to (llioiies, and fi'om Icahohi to cab- 
bages, is cpiite true, but it all seems potty trading, and tl)o stalls, 
if numerous, are small and insigniiicaiitdooldng. 'JTio city hunts 
as it trades — in its bazaars ; and the picturesque view of a silk- 
merchant’s shop is marred by its association with the masses of 
meat on the hutclier s stall adjoining, or tho incongruous grouping 
of the filthy goods of a clothosmaii near by. And yet when onco 
the feeling of disajipoiutod cxpcctatiouB has heeii overcomo, thoro 
is much to notice and cidtioise, both in the people and the jdaco. 
Our ride through was necessarily a hurried one — it is never good 
policy to make long halts when traversing for the fii‘st time tho 
streets of a conquered city— and apart from the above commonfcs, 
which I have set down, as they arc the general improssions loft 
upon my mind after a hasty visit, I will try to give a rougli sketch 
of Cabul, such aa we saw it to-day. That it was soon under 
abnormal circumstancos should, of course, ho steadily kopl in 
mind* 
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After onL(‘vii)g bj ilio Liilioro Gnto, wide enough to adniife two 
liorscnuni {il)r(‘iihL with com Port— the giiLo is noLliing more than the 
uHiuil ijill woodoii [Vainoworlc lot into tlxo dilapidated mud wall — • 
wo oiitorod !i dirty, ill-kept street, and followed it for a short dis- 
tance until it l)ra]Uihed olf right and loft, to the Char Ohowk, or 
chief lijiisaar in tlio Afghan c]uarter on the one hand, and to Chan- 
daul Oil tlio other. Wo took tlio latter road to the loft, the dead 
walls of tho hoLisoH HhiiLting in all but tho immediato yiew. 
Litile gaps on the loft, where side passages hud been made, en- 
abled us to sec tho wall of tho Bala Hiasar, in j^laccs only forty or 
fifty yards olf. It looked strong and menacing when comparod 
with tho city itself. Leaving tho fortress holiiud avg turned to 
the right, and were soon in a narj-ow, bat woll-kopt, bazaar. The 
stalls, J'aisod two or three feet fi’om the ground, Avore lillotl Avith 
artick\s such as ono always meets in native Indian cities, varied 
occaHionally hy heaps of grapes, inolous, apples^ and fruit and 
vcgotablos of tho kind which tho gard(uiB about produce so lavishly. 
'Phis was tho Hindu quarter, aud tho wtnll-OAvners watched us ride 
past Avith every expression oi* satisfaction, Bulaaming smilingly, 
aud no doubt praying that tho English ra) might noAv bo cstah- 
lisliod and last for over. Those Tlindus havo had rough times to 
end tiro Avhon their Afghan mastoi'S have played tho tyrant, and 
they noAV aoo an era of safety and rupees before them which shall 
r(3pay thorn for all their past sufforingg. The bazaars continued 
for a considoral)le distance, and Hindu faces with their caste 
marks Avcrc replaced after a time hy a new typo, Avhich showed 
that Avo Avero among the Poi'siau rosidents, the Ivizilbashes,'^' avIio 
form so large a proportion of the population. They are, as a rule, 
orderly and Avell-disposed, and, ])oing keoii traders, are glad to see 
us as their neighhours* Traversing tho main street of Ghandaul, 
we loft the bazaar aud came to a bettor cluss of houses, all, how- 
gloomy and uninviting to look at, the high courtyard walls 
hindering any view of the interior. There Avoro crowds of men and 
boys at every Btrcet-corner and gatoAvay, and at intervals aa'c caught 
sight of a wlutc-robed figure veiled from head to foot, out of 
w^hicli a pair of eyes just glanced for a moment to look at the cav- 
alcade, and were then hidden by a deft movement of the hand or 

* Literally, EeiMioatU,*" from the colour of thtir turbaue. 
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a turn of the IiclkL On houso-fcops or at narrow windowf:! 
above tbo street, similar hgui’cs loukoci down, fonuniuo curiusiLy 
proving too mucli oveii for tlio restraint wliicli controlH life in 
the zouaaa. With sneb faint glimpses wo could form no idea oj' 
the charms of the women of Cabul ; against indiscretions witli 
whom, by the bye, we have been solemnly warned in the following 
order issued by our General — 

Sir F. Eoberts desires general officers and officers command- 
ing corps to impress upon all officers under their command the 
necessity for constant vigilanco in preventing in-egularitios likely 
to arouse the personal jealousy of the people of Cal)ul, who am, 
of al] races, the most susceptible in all that regards tlioir women. 
The deep-seated animosity of the Afghans towards the English 
lias been mainly ascribed to iiidiacrotions committed during the 
first occupation of Gabul; and the l\Jaj or- Gone val trusts that the 
same excellent discipline, so long exhibited by the troops under 
his command, will remove the prejudices of past years, and cause 
the British name to he as highly respected in Afghanistan as it is 
throughout tlio civilized world. “ 

There is another version of this old story, that the indiserotion 
was all on the side of the Afghan ladies ; and ii. is to bo hoped 
the order will be translated into Bersiau for tiioir benefit. Until 
this is done, the virtue of our brave soldiers must tromblo in the 
balance, the conjugation of amo in Persian being described as tho 
most fascinating stop in Eastern philology — when tho teacher is 
draped in a jjuHhmalu 

From Chandaul we passed through one of tho usual gates, and, 
crossing the Cabul Eiver by a narrow masonry bridge of thr<‘0 
Bmrill iircheSj rode along a path in the western suburlis of Deh-*i~ 
Afghan skirting the bed of the stream. Several gardens filled 
with fruit trees, but otherwise much nogleeted, wore passed, and 
some houses of sufficient size to warrant tho belief that their 
owners were men of importance. The bandBomo villas Cabal is 
said to be inoud of were certainly not to be soon. Ee-crossing 
the river by another bridge not far from Taimur ShalPs t())id>, 
we entered the Afghan quarter of the city, tho route lying throtigh 
tho Char Chowk, so called from the four small stpTaros with drink- 
ing fountains which are found at about equal distances along the 



The Char Clunok Ba uiar. 69 

bnzjiar. The place was crowclod with people, from gauclily-tlrcbscd 
niorclinnts to poor, ill-clad Haj^ara coolies (the ILazara /or; arc the 
howorH of wood and drawers of water all over Afghanistan), and 
tlioiai was inncli diversity of cosinmo and character. No sign of 
3'CHonliuoiit was shown towai'ds us ; hut a sullen silence was main- 
tained, and the villainous faces seen from time to time caused 
many of us to wish that a little decimation, or some equally 
healtliy o])crafiou, liad been performed araoug these ninians. 
'Die side-stroots were more crowded than in the Chaiidaul quarter, 
and a sliarp loolc-ont was Ictq)! for any fanatical attempt to run 
urauck among us. The lances of the Geuerars escort and the 
rifles of the orderlies on foot were ready for an emcrgeiu‘,y ; a 
hloudtliirsty little Cxhoorha among the oixlerlics having hitched 
his hoolirlc round so as to have it luindy. But no (j]u(zi or 
Irndmanh appeared anxious for martyrdom, and w^e wended our 
^vay onwards p(inco fully. Not an arm of any kind was carried 
})y any person iii the crowd, and the armourers^ shops wore 
quite empty ; the grinds tones, on which many a cliura and 
tulwar has boon sharpenod, were lying idle on the ground. This 
turhnlent populace has boon (‘owed by our prompt march upon 
their city, and as the Afghans heai’d behind us the shrill shriek 
of the pipers and saw the Highlanders in their kilts stepping 
alojig in easy confulenco, they must have known their time had 
gojio by. Of course, all trade warS suspended while the march 
was going on, and the stall'-kcopers looked far from pleased at 
our iiitruBion, Thej'O was none of tho impulsive salaaming wo 
had been received with in Chaudaul, and many stood up almost 
deiiantly as if to vindicate ilioir claim to he considered tho salt 
of tho earth. What lay behind in tho thickly-packed houses on 
either side of the haznnr none of ns could say, — General Hills, 
the new Govonior, may soon know; but wo could quite believe 
from the scowling faces seen in tho sido-streots that fanatical 
hatred against ns was still alivo, if for the time it was held in 
(ilioelc. When wo proceed with our work of disarmament, per- 
haps it may hash out ; and then who knows that a repetition of 
Bollock’s policy may liot follow, and the Char Chowk bo blown to 
the four whids of heaven. 

'Ihc btmaar is covered in at some height above the stalls, which 



70 The Afghan IVar, JS79— So. 

can be numbered by the liuuclrecl ; and is very narrow and 
cramped , It would be impossible to describe iji detail the ar- 
rangement of the shops ; but the most attractiyo wore certainly 
those of the silk inorchauts, whoso goods, Avith their brilliant 
coloui\s and fine texture, wore openly displayed. Ii;iGhly-l)rai{l(Ml 
caps and coats ; boots elaliorately Avorked in gold and silver ; 
cutlery and cloths, both English and native; sweets, fruit on 
every hand in huge heaps, grain, spices, saddles, harness for muloH 
and camels, piles of blankets and felt numdahs of Avondcrfnl 
patterns, and scores of other articles that I cannot set down, suc- 
ceeded each other as stall after stall Avas passed ; and a further 
medley was formed by the heaps of parclied gram and chnpaties 
(flat unleavened cakes), plates of horrilde stows and grcawy-looking 
messes Avbich Avere exposed for sale. Next a hutelnu’^s sliop 
full of meat curiously cut tq) and hung a]a>ut in admired dis- 
order, Avould be a kaboh stall, tho keeper of which Avonld bo cook- 
ing his dainty morsels in the open air, and tempting paasongers to 
try his saA^oury little s tides. In all the small squares Avhich I Iuia^o 
before mentioned as giving the name to tho bazaar, groups of men 
Avere lounging or squatting about the tank in the middle of the 
open space, and here, doubtless, much of the bartering Avitli 
strangers and merchants from a distance is carried on. TJio 
buildings in the squares are more pretentious than elsoAvhoro, 
rising to a height of three or four stories, and tlioir fronts and chief 
doorAvays are handsomely ornamented. 

Our ride through was soon OA^'er, and Ave arrived at the street 
where we had turned off to Chandaul in about an hour and a lialf 
from, the time of entering the city. Only one mosque Avas passed 
on tho Avay, just as Ave Avero leaving the Chav Oliowk, and tho voice 
oi a moollah, shrieking Allah-il-Ullah,’’ and perhaps cursing us 
under his breath, could be beard within the courtyard, rising over* 
all the din made by our horses as they stumbled over the rough 
ground. Whatever fanaticism there may ho in Cahul — and that it 
is highly fanatical historical events have only too sadly shown — it 
is clearly under a cloud uoaa''; and as long as avo remain in tho 
Bala His.sar, with a force ready for all contingoucios, it can noAmr 
make much headway. Our march through having been happily 
ended, Sir E. Boberts dreAv rein outside tho Lahore Gate, aiul 
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watclied ilic infantry l)rigaclnH flic out ^vitli bandH playing and 
colours Hying. Thus ondcd oii]' second and fliia] triumph in the 
Ininiiliatioii of Csihnl, and now Ihero lies hoforo us tho work of 
doioction and pnniRhinont of thoRO who shared in tho massacre of 
our Envoy. That there nre many in the city all our information 
leads us to believe^ and wo arc not likely to lot them escape. 

It is rcporlod iliat nine regiments arc mnrehing down from 
Turldstan to Oabnl, and are oven now at Cliarikar in Kohistan, 
Two scpnidrons of the i2th Bongnl Cavalry go out to-morrow to 
reconnoitre the road. Two fatal cases of cholera occurred to-day ; 
generally, however, the force is in splendid health. Too liberal 
iinliilgcnco in fruit may possibly liavo been tho cause of the 
cliolera. Tlrigadicr- General Gongli will start in a few days, wdtli 
a smjill force j for tho Bhutargardan, Avlieiicc he will bring on sup- 
plies. TJio 'Jdtli [Bengal Lancers have captured twelve guns (six 
9-poundors and six mulo guns) on the Eamian Load, which were 
abandoned by tho Glia^^ni Itegimonts. The liorsos had been taken 
away. So far we have hoard nothing of tho Kh^dDcr Force, which 
is supposed to co-operate with tliis division, and our letters are 
still sent to tho Hliutargardau. 

Camp Siah Sukg, IGth Ocfohe7\ 

Wo liiul begun to settle down to a quiet life in camp bore after 
our full-dress parade through the Bala Hissar and tho city, and 
after all our late cxcitomoiit a little rest was very welcome ; but 
we have been suddenly shaken into action by such an untoward 
event as tho explosion of the vast stores of gunpowder in the 
Gabul Arsenal, in tho neighbourhood of the G7th Kegiment and 
the htli Ghooj'kas, who were garrisoning tho fortress. It was 
announced, while we wore marching here from Kushi, that the 
rebels in Gabu] liad plundered the Arsenal and looted the maga- 
7 .ine, but tliis was found afterwards to he only partially true. 
They had certainly carried off many riilos from tho Arsenal and 
several thousand rounds of ammunition, hut there was still left 
munitions of war sufficiojit to have vS applied all Afghanistan. A 
systematic examination, under tho direction of Captain Shafto, of 
the Ordnance Department, was sot on fbot immediately our troops 
wont into garrison in the Bala Hissar, and tho rosultwas the 
dlsoovoiy of some millions of cartridges, Enfield and Snider, of 
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English and Afghan make, and some 150,000 Ihs. of gunpowder, 
hosidcs valuahle stores, such as conld he useful to an army ojigagcd 
in active warfare. Daoud Shah, tlio late C()inmaiid(‘r-in-Chicf of 
the Afghan finny states, there is at least 1,000,000 lbs. of gun- 
powder hidden in the place. The Arsenal was little worthy of its 
name; there wore no regular workshops, no foaiidry and Imt little 
inacliinery, the huilding being merely made up of a s(‘oi'o or more 
of godowns (sheds) arranged under the strong walls of the upper 
part of the Bala Pfissar, on the hill immediately overlooking tho 
Iiesidency and the Amir’s pleasure-garden, where tho Durhar was 
held by Sir F. rioherts. In these godowns there was noiio of that 
care and precaution taken, such as is insisted upon in English 
arsenals and magazines. The gunpowder was chioHy stored in 
huge earthen gurrahs and duhhors (such as ghee is usually carried 
in), and in many instances these had been tilted over and loo ho 
powder scattered on tho ground. Bits of iron, stray caps, and 
friction tubes fox artillery lay about in dangerous proximity to 
these, and Captain Rluifto had to display the greatest caution in 
examining the place. There was no magazine proper to spealt of; 
though one godowm, which was looked upon as specially wortliy of 
the name, had in it 410 jars of about 150 lbs. each, or over twenty- 
seven tons of gunpowder. This was a little detached from tho 
other godowns, and was looked after carefully, us the eircct of such 
a quantity of powder exploding would bo terrilic. The Ars( 3 nal 
walls face to the four points of tho compass, that on tho north 
looking over the city, while the eastern wall frowns down upon tho 
lower Bala Hissar, and commands the whole of tho Iiouhch below. 
The wails are of great thickness at the base, arising out of iho 
solid rock, wdiich runs down precipitously on three sides, while to 
the west it rises gradually until it forms part of tho narrow spur 
joining the fortress to the high riclgo above. On tho eastern side, 
just at the foot of the rock, is built the Amir’s pavilion with its 
oblong garden, some one hundred yards in length, which I doscribial 
in one of my late letters. About this garden are clustered houses 
of all kinds, and at the base of the rocky hill on the north are also 
dwelling-houses. Tho Guides’ quarters, the Piesidcncy, and some 
lagh buildings are near the south-eastern corner, past which a 
road leads up to the gate of the Arsenal in its soiithorn wall. 
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The outer wallfj of the forlreRS are loss iliaii one Imiulrotl yards 
awny, facing over the CuLnl plain, the hLroji^ bastions giving them 
iho appoaraiico of groat sta})l]ity, Tho Sth Glioorhis WGie in 
tents near the fioutli-wost corner of the Arsenal, and had luckily 
moved a litLlo disLanco away this morning, as tho wall looked sus- 
piciously weak. Tho wliolo of tho G7th Toot were encamped 
tho walls of tho Ami]'’s garden, and had in thoir custody 
tho Mustauli and four other prisoners now awaiting trial. The 
two Gatling guns wore wilh tlui troops in tho Jlala Hissar. In 
ui'der that a just idea may ho formed of tho two explosions 
which occurred, and tho probability of a third greater than all, 
whicli. wo aro now expecting, I give below a list of the godowns 
ajid thoir cun Lents rurnished to me by Captain Bluifto two days 
ago. Ho had oxaniiiicd up to that date seventeen godowns, and 
their contents wore : — 

GonowNS IN Tii^j Ba]jA Uisbak Arsenal, 

No. 1.— Copper sln^cting, punches, rolling machines, 

No. 2,- — -15 Hacks of Ejifield copper paps, 87 jars of powder, 
many frictioi: tubes. 

No, Ih— d2 dnbbors of powder. 

No. 4. — 410 big jars of powder. 

No. 5. — 390 ditto 

No. 6. — Eull of rope and chills (nets for carrying guns and 
straw on baggage animals). 

No. 7. — llomp, thread; paper, Russian foolscap; 52 jars of 
powder, fillcHl cartj'idgos, 8 skins of loose powder, cartridge-boxes. 

No, B, — Gun cartJ'idgos, wax lubricators, &c., 103 dubbors of 
powder. 

No. 9, — 150 jars of powder : charcoal, saltpetre, sulphur, &c. 

Total : 1,000 jars of powder, each 150ibs. z;: 150,0C01bs* 
Nos, 10, 11, 12,— Tilled with rope, chiits, mussucks, shelves 
for axes and spades, wood for tent-pegs and timber; godown full 
of shot and simll and ballots ; and small room full of plates of 
load piled up to the roof. 

No. 18, — Boxes of percussion caps and avast number of Enfield 
cartridges; boxes marked Eeroxepore, 1807,*^ 

Noh. 14, 15, 1(5, 17,~Boxes of Bnidcr cartridges, English and 
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Afghan pattorn, ahont *^20,000 fvom DnnvDum in peiTfCl order. 
Also Enfield ouvtviclges, old iron^ and lead. 

There wore thoroforo some millioiis of cartridgea and nearly sovoiii.y 
tons of gunpowder, besides stores of highly indanimablo eluiractor 
in these few godonns, and these have nearly all been destroyed. 

The fjiht intimation no, in cam]) on Hiah Sung llidge, j^eceived 
of the cs2)losion 'was a dull report, which would not have attracted 
much attention hut for a huge column of smoko which ruse from 
the Bala His&ar several huBd]‘ed feet in the air, and plainly sho^ved 
something was wrong. It was a heautiful sight, as the silvery coiuniii 
with the sun lighting uj) its soft edges slowly s])]‘ead ilself out ; hut 
there w^as little time to admire it, for avc tremhled for Iho fate of the 
hravG little Ghoorkas who were so near the Arsenal. The smoko 
settled over the lower Bala Hissar and the city, ohscuving all iho 
huildmgB ; and as it slowly drifted away the Arsenal became visiblo, 
with its outer wall, facing ns, still standing, hut lighted up fj'om 
inside hy little sheets of flame and sudden ruslies of smoke, which 
proved that giin])owder was still exjiloding* There was then no floul)t 
that some of the godowuis Captain Shafio w'aa ins])octing had 
been blowm up, and General Roberts at once sent moHsengers to 
inquire into the extent of the disaster. Riding down to the Bala 
Hissar, we were not long in learning, so far as Avas known, wiiafc 
had occurred, Tho road leading upwards past the Residtuicy -waB 
blocked by the rubbish of tho upper part of the soiitliorn wall of 
the Arsenal, Avhicli had heen blown outwards ; and tho explosions, 
which could distinctly he hoard, were all near tho soutli-caHtern 
bastion, the very point, it may be added, from which a murderouB 
fire was poured upon Sir Louis Cavagnari and his com2)amons 
by the mutineers. In the Amir’s garden the tents of tho G 7 ih 
were covered thickly with dust, and every pane of glass in iho 
pavilions had heen shattered, though the buildings thomselvoB 
weve quite intact. The men had heen marched out as quickly 
as possible into the square adjoiiiingj and wdth facoH, beards, 
and holmets grey with duat, they looked as if some sliadowy 
, change liad came over them. Colonel Knowles, who was in com- 
mand of the regiment, had tried to send w^orking 2)artieB up to 
the Arsenal ; but they could not force a way, and he had soon to 
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think of the safety of his own men, as ho learnt that only a 
small portion ot tlie po wrier had exploded, and that at any iniiintG 
the hii;£>'cn* slorcs might ignite. The explosion, as heai'd iu the 
garden, was dcscrihed as a smart shock, niistalicn at hrst for an 
carthqnalvO : this idea was soon dissipated, as a darkness orpial to 
that of the darkest nig] it blotted out everythiiig, and showers of 
bullets, stones, carti'idgc-cases, and burning rubbish fell into the 
garden. Two or throe beams of timber were also blown down ; 
but, happily, no one was injured beyond a signaller. This man 
was with a sentryon the roof of the payilion in which the Mustaufi, 
the Wazir, the Kotwal, nnd. two others wore confined, and he was 
seen to jump three or four feet down to a lower roof as the explo- 
sion occurred. Nothing moro was seen of him until his dead body 
was found on the stones below. Tho sentry escaped uninjured. 
The luon, once the danger Avas appreciated, avoi'o quickly on the 
alert, and the gntos were guarded in case of any attempt to rescue 
the prisoners. No such attempt Avas made, and leaving all their 
kits hchind the men filed out tOAvards the gate* In the by-streets 
I came across two or three Ghoorkas Avith faces bleeding from 
wounds inflicted by falling bullets and stones, but their only 
anxiety seemed to bo for tlieir comrades above. Of these I am 
sorry to say the suhadnr-major, four havildars, and sixteen men 
aro missing.'*" Twelve Avoro on guard in the Arsenal, and the others 
Avorc counting out the pay of the men which had been draAvn this 
morning. 'J^'hey Avere buried under a Avail Avhich the force of the 
explosion b]*oke down. Anxious inquiries were also made for 
Captain ShafLo, Avho had been seen in a poAvder godowii, but all 
inquiries proved fruitless. His pistol, with the stock blown ofi", 
Avas found in the Anu]’’H garden ; and as ho has not since appeared, 
there can bo little doul)t lie Avas killed. 

The order was given for ovory person to leave the Bala Hissar 
in anticipation of another explosion ; and after riding out to sec if 
the outer wall of the fortress had been injured, T returned to Avatch 
the people turning out, It mn a mixed throng of soldiers, camp- 
folloAvers carrying the ammunition boxes, and frightened inhab- 
itants hurrying to the gate. The soldiers marched steadily and 

* T1)0 caaUvaltiefj wore provort to "be eventually Ivvelvo IcilM ami sovon i 

among the former wme tlio sutatlar-iuajor amt tke four pay^iavHdars. 
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the uiiconcern of men equal to ilio occasion, a few on faii<>nc 
duty working lioariily in seeing the ammunition safely onU Om 
man was dragging a Galling gun wdiicli rattled over the rough 
stones and clrm\ued many of the oilier noises ; while otluuvs were 
keeping hack such suspicious Afghans jis wished to return to the 
place, no douht in the hope of loot. 'Women driqied in while, 
many with children in their arms, made hastily for the gateavay, 
their lords and masters carrying a few reerhs (quilted hod-covers), 
to make them comfortable heTonfter, The jjnshmdh' hid the faces 
of these refugees, hut they iverc quite safe from inolestatioii, and 
this they seemed to know, as they mixed freely with the throng 
and passed out to seek refuge with friends elsowdiero. Dr, Dourko, 
with a strong party of dhoolic-hearers, was soni down from camp, 
and after trying to get them up to the Arsenal pasl- tlie garden, ho 
worked round outside to the southern ^valL A dillicnlt path led 
up to the ramparts, and a fe^y Ghoorkas made this more passahlo 
by breaking down a portion of the w^all, Drs, Bourko, Duke, and 
Simmonds, with two European soldiers and some Ghoorkas, went 
up this way into the fortress and succeeded in rescuing livo 
wounded men. They approached to wdthhi thirty or forty yards 
of the burning godowns, liut the explosions were so frequent Ihaii 
they had soon to withdraw. No more wounded men could be 
found, and nothing w^us seen of those who were known to have 
been on guard. The place W 7 is then deserted except for a few 
mulemen who obstinately kept with their animals on the walls an 
far as possible from the Arsenal. 

The 67 th formed up just outside the Bala Hissar gate, but by 
order of General Eoberts they were withdrawn still farther away 
on the Jellalabad Boad. Wo then watched for the next explo- 
sion, and it came at a quartcr-to-four. The report was torritic, a 
dense black column of smoke, fivefold as great ns the first, shot 
iipwards, out of which burst a few' fiashes as live shell exploded. 
This time the smoko sank in almost solid masses upmi Oabul, and 
wdth it fell large stones, beams, and bnllota in profusion, A little 
group of Afghans with two sowars and some European ofllcora and 
soldiers were standing near tho Bala Hiasar gate. Through tbxB . 
was blown a shower of atones with terrible force; four men 
(Afghans) were killed 03a tho spot, the two sowars and a fifth 
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Afclinn hoX\\{\ badly burl. TIub nniwi have been 300 or 400 yank 
from the ArHoiuil. The panic in lliccLl.y was very groat, the shops 
being shut nud iiic sti'oots dosorted, Several of the inhabitants 
arc 3 ‘oporied to have boeu wounded by falling bullets, and this has 
given rise, in tlndr uuuds lo tlio idea that we have destroyed the 
Arsonnl puri)OS(dy. When wo have examined what is left oi it, 
perhaps we uuiy tc,kc tluit course hi earnest. 

All this evening we Inive been watching jVom camp the burning 
of the Arsoiiiil and listening to the constant explosions and the 
iucessaut tiring of ctirtridgcs, the reports of which as they ex- 
ploded singly or in litthi groups from tlio heat could bo distinctly 
hoard. As I am writing now (‘i A.in.) those reports are still heard, 
and vivid dashes are seen on tlui hiilsido : a third explosion has 
just occurred, Imt it ivas 3iot so great as the others. Tho largest 
store of powder is supposed to be still untouched, but whether it 
Avill explode is doubtful ; if it docs, Oa bill will, iudoe cl, be shaken 
to its foundations. Nothing is known as to the cause of this 
disasto]'. Our regret is not much fur tho JBahi Hissar, which 
runny of us would delight to soo dostroyod, but for the bravo 
folloivH who are now lying dead ivitliiu its walls, scarcely a stone’s 
throw from the still smouldering ashes of tho Etnhassy. Search 
will 1)0 made to-iuorrow for (Japtaia Shafto’s body. 

Camu Sxaii Sung, 18/5/6 October, 

ddiero Hcems to l)o a very gcjioral opinion in camp that the 
explosion at tho Ihila ilissar was not due to any accident, but was 
intentionally brought nlroutby some of tho cuomy who had trusted 
to our occupying tho place in force. Captain Shafio, who was 
cxnmiiung tho ivar material stoi’odin the godowns which have boon 
destroy (‘d, was careful to n> fault in all his work ; and it is argued 
tliatflo great an GX[)losiou could not have occurred milcse prepara- 
tions had been made foi' it beforolnind, further, it is l)eliGved 
that tho jjoivdor which did tho mischief was lodged in vaults 
below tho open ground within tho walls; and of the existence of 
tluiso vaults wo wore quite in ignorance. Tho mode in which ao 
large a quantity of gnnpo^vdor was stored was safe enough under 
ordinary conditions, the largo carthernjars and diibbcrs exposing a 
minimum of open surface— just at tho mouth — to the action of 
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any inflaintiuiLlo material. ScYOral ofiioov'a, who hail jimt left 
Captuiu Sluifto, state that where he wns otigaged thovo was not 
snfticient explosive material of any kiiul to have done more than 
purely local damage ; whereas the shock Mi was terrific. Infonna- 
tion by the Amir and J-)aoud Shah has since boon volunteered that 
the place was vaulted; and that a tower, which still stands un- 
touched, vas full of gunpowder. Evc]i as it is, the throe largest 
godowns examined by Captain Shafto havu escaped, and as tlieso 
contain many tons of powder, and were considered the largest 
magazine, it is jdaiu that the loss of life, regrefctal)lo as it is, 
might still have beon much greater. If treachery has hcou at 
work, there has been some bungling, for the explosion of the 0110 
large godown filled with 410 jars, each weighing IdOlbs., would 
have sufficed to have killed nearly every lisung person within a. 
radius of u quarter of a mile, or even more. As it was, the 
second explosion at a qiiartGr-to-four hurst open the outer gate of 
the Bala Hissar, and on the road beyond several persons met their 
deaths. The mud walls and roofs arc dented and broken by the 
huge stones which showered thickly upon Lhora and wore driven 
clown from the Arsenal with terrific fiu'co. Beyond two tents 
belonging to the GTth Itegimeat being burnt in the Amiris gaiahm, 
there was not much damage done to property outside the Bpper 
Bala Hissar, the height of the hill on which it is hmlt diverting 
the shock upwards. It has now been decided that the Bala IJissar 
shall 1)0 destroyed^*'' and Oahul thus rendered a defenceless city. 
The old respect which was paid to it must inevitably disajipoar 
vhon its citadel and defences arc swept away ; and this must put 
a new feature upon the political situation in AfghaniRtaii. Wlnit 
the political state now is it is most difficult to say, for the Amir sUll 
rcmaiiis incur camp, and the numerous sentries guarding his tent 
seem to point to his presence )mix]g absolutely required in our midst 
until we have decided upon wliom the blame of Sir Louis Cavag- 
iiari’s death is to rest. The trial of tlie five sirdars now in custody 
has not .yet commenced ; but evidence is accumulating, and wijon 
once the Commission begins to sit, witnesses will not bo wanting. 
To return to the only excitement we have had since the fight 

* (This intention was, unfortunately, never carried out owing to tlio outbreak in 
December, 
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Recovering the Killed. 

on iho AHmiii cm tlie 8th. Eiirly yostorclay morning it 

^vay ol.)HOL‘ved that tlio lire iu Uio Upper Ijiila HlbBiir had died out, 
and that oidy a smoking heap of ruljhish luarkod the spot ^vlicro 
the cxplosif)iis ]iad oecurj'ed. Halt tlio southurn and western walls 
of tho Arsenal had heon ihrowii outwards down the hillside, and 
within was a chasm in wliicl] cartridges still exploded, though 
only faintly, as if in protest at being ignouuniously smothered 
under crunihlmg walls. It was by means safe walking in such 
near proximity to half-consumed boxes of cartridges ; and as 
there was hlie ofl-chanec of a jar of powder going oil at any 
moment, the ri{df was projandionatcly increased. Besides, there 
might bo vaults loaded witJi powder, and Sir hk Idoberts very 
wisely ruled that tJio lives of his soldiers were too valuable to be 
endangered in such a neigh hour Jiood. It was, however, necessary 
that search should be made for tho poor fellows who had been 
killed ; and, accordingly, a number of the city people wore im- 
pressed and made to work upon the ruiiis. Dry earth and rubbish 
wore thrown down upon the smouldering Gml)ers, and the threo 
godowns lllled with powder wore banked up with mud and rnado 
as lireproof as possible iu the time. Kahars from the ambulance 
corps wore also scut up, and in the afternoon they diBCOvered 
Captain Shafto’s body and tho charred remains of the Ghoorkas. 
They Imd all boon buried under tho falling walls. The loss to the 
regimont of the subadar-iuajor and four pay-hnvildars is ver^^ 
serious ; wliilo wo all deplore poor Shafto's death, as he was a 
universal favouvito. He was buried with military honours this 
morning ; the 07th furuLshing the firing party. 

Yoalorday jtfternoon a strong wind swept across the ridge for 
several hours, and in tlio evening the fire in the ruins broke out 
afn'sh and hlaiJOtl up till long ])ast midnight. Small explosionfs 
oceiuTod from time to time, showing that much powder was still 
buried and ready to ignite, l^'ortunately, the wind dropped about 
ton o’clock, or the remaining godowns might have been burnt 
clown. To-day valua bio stores of poslitoens and warn clothing, 
enough for many hundreds of men, were come upon, and these 
have boon carried into camp by fatigue parties without delay. 
They will bo of immense service, as warm clothing for tho fol- 
lowers is much needed. The troops, also, are not too well pro- 
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vided for ; but now Knropean aiul sepoy alike can be made 
comfortal)lc for tlio wiiitci’. It is already bitteily cold at ui^bt, 
and it lias been decided to move us all into ilio Slierpur CaiiLon- 
inenl, where are already barraclcs equal to aeconiniodutLii^* {1,000 
or 4,000 uieiJ. Huts uill also bo built below the llouiaru ilid^u), 
which forms the iburth side of the fort i lied parallelogram, and 
the Bemaru village will bo cleared of its iuhabilants. All the 
lioiiHcs therein will then bo available for our army of followorH, 
wdio are always the greatest sutferors wdicn snow falls and frost 
sets in. This ridge on which wo are now encamped is very ex- 
posed ; and as the sun is still powerful in the da}^, the health of 
the men will be sure to Butfer unless they are protected agaiust the 
cold wind whicli rises as the sun sets. 

There is hut little news of military moment just at present. 
From the Shutargardau M^e hear of another attack by 3,000 Man- 
gals and Grliikais; hut three companies of the 8rd Sikhs and 
the 2ist P.N.T. scattered them in the most aduiirahlc mauiior, 
charging up hill at the suiKjars and carrying them with the hay- 
onet. This hand-to-hand lighting is fur bettor than pitching sludls 
at long ranges, as it teacdies tlicso ruffians the material our men 
are made of. There were only 800 sepoys engaged, but they wore 
more than enough. The gallant way in wdiich they took the 
siuigays and bayoneted forty of the defenders on the spot has 
given us all, from the General downwards, unqualified satisfaction. 
There is grand fighting material still to bo found in many of 
our native regiments, as Colonel Money's two engagements on 
the Shutargardau have clearly proved. General Gough, with tluj 
5th P.C,, the 5th P.I*, and four niountaiii guns, left Cabul 
yesterday for the Shutargardau to bring dow'u all the su2)plicB 
accumulated there, and to close the line by way of Kotal for 
the winter. Snow may now^ fall at anytime at such an altitude 
as the Shutargardau, and it behoves us to clear out tlio post heforo 
farther difficulties are added to what is already a very difficult hit. 
General Gough may be molested on his march, as the disiricts of 
the Logtir swarm with robbers ; but it is unlikely any organi^jod 
attack will be made upon hivS party, wiiatever aiiemjH to loot his 
convoy may be attempted upon hie return jonrnoy. Ah be will 
bring back the head-quarters and a squadron of the 9Ui Laueoi’H the 
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3rd SildiH^ nnd Uio monntaiii gmiH now on tlio Sliiitargardan, 
lio will 1)0 JiLlo io defend 1n‘s chnrgo wiiliont fear of couse- 
qiiencGS. Ff, ns wo loam tliis nCtoniooUj tlio Maiignls have occu- 
pied tlio lioigliLs in foi'eo, and liaye cut oft* even tlie graHs-supply 
of Colonel IVlonoy’s litLlo gamsoUj General Gough’s arrival may 
bo most O])j)orfcuno, inid the trilxjsmeii mny vocoivo another sharp 
lesson. Sixty lieaduieu of tlio Gajis, Turis, Mangala, and other 
tribes between hero and the Sluitargavdan have come in at Kir 
Frederick 1-voberts’s recpicsfc. The General pointed ont to them 
how utterly UHoless resistance was to the British, as exemplihed 
in the fall oj* Calnil, and this they acknoAvlodgod, promising to 
keo]) thoir followers in good order and not to moloBt ns. 

Ah wo shall soon bo moving into onr winter quarters, I send you 
a eomploto list of tho ginis captured up to date : — 
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CHAPTER YII. 

Exocnlion of Vlyc Pri«onpvs — Tho TCotAViil of Cabiil — TTis rroolniTtniion to 11 ip Pooplo — 
Nolv iMaliomptl ami the Amir — Ais^hir Ivhan’.s Orinio — -TIio Moollah iCliYaja Na/ir 
ami hia Atfeiiipt to rai.so a Jehad — Ellect of tho ExoculiooH the ’People — 

Prepariug Wiator QaaPtei'-y — Dispersion of the Tribes at the Xliuliii’ganlau — 
Execution of ^Ughau Ollieers — The Coiiise of Justice —-Storu Rep*’>'^'*ly noccs^aiy — 
Afghan Fauatioisia —Hostility of the Mass of the People — The Pot,itit)u of tlio 
Auiir — Political Prohloias, 


Camp Sun Sunh, 20//i OcLoher. 

To-da'? we have had the Ratisfaction of soeiof^ marched out to 
execution in the Bala Ilissar five priKoners, more or loKs directly 
concerned in the eventH of the last few wcokR, whoBo f^ault \vaF5 
very clearly estahliRhed in our eyes. As miglit have heon expected, 
it has licou no easy matter to collect evidence in Cahul, many 
•witnesses being afraid of after- coiisoquonccs if tlicy bore tenti- 
mony to the cotiduct of men under suspicion. Wo have not 
notified in any way what is to be the dui'ation of our stuy lioro, 
and once our protection over our welhwishei's is removed, ihoir 
fate may ho readily imagined. Tlierc is no one who cherislios 
revenge more fervently than an Afghan, and Gvoiy witness would 
he marked down by the kin sin en of those against whom ho liad 
appeared. By a little judicious management, however, in which 
Hyat Khan, ABsistanii Political Officer, has biicti chief agent, 
pretty fall evidence has licen obtained without publicity, and aftor‘ 
being carefully sifted, it has hoeu submitted to the Military Com- 
mission, of W'hicli General Massy is President, as the various 
prisoners implicated have been brought up. Yesterday this Com'* 
mission had before it five prisoners, all of w^hom it sentenced to 
death by hanging, and to-day this sentence was carried out. The 
terms of the proclamation issued by Gonoi-al Pmhorts from Zor- 
ghun Shahr left no outlet of escape for all such persons as were 
concerned in the massacre of Sir Louis Cavagnaii and his com- 

The meuibera of the OoniTriifssioii were Tirigadifti- Gououil IVfiissy (Pi’OHiclout), Major 
Moriarty, Bengal Staff Corps, and OupUun Guinuossa, 72iid Highlandora. 



The Case of the Kotiml of CahiL 83 

panions, or wlio oltbrccl armed resislanco to tho British troops 
advancing with iho Amir under their protectiou. Death was the 
penalty incurred in ciihor case ; assasBination being the one 
ofVciico, and treason ngaiust their lawful sovereign tho second. 
This dual mode of dealing with offonderB was no doubt due to the 
inference that those who clioso to fight against us must have so 
far coinnihtod ihemsolvos in prior events as to make thorn in 
technical term ^'accomplices after tho act.'* To aid and defend 
a murderer is to participjite in his crime ; and tho leaders at 
Charasia and on the D olid- Afghan Heights, though nominally 
only accused of liigh treason against Yakub Khan, were really 
guilty of abotiiiig the men who had fired the Ecsidency and 
slaughtered its imiiatos in the early days of Sepiomher. 

In tho attack upon our Embassy and in tlie after- tumult and 
organized resistance to our troops, it was known that tho city 
people had borne a prominent pari, and it was therefore necessary 
that one of their loaders should he made to suffer for their offences. 
Accordingly, the Kotwal, or chief magistrate of Cahul, was arrested 
innnodiafcely after tho proclamation of hlir E. Eoborts had been 
read in tho Amir’s garden, and he was the chief personage among 
tho five tried yesterday. Tho evidence against this man, Mahomed 
Aslam Khan, was that aftor tho Eosldcnoy had heon ntormed, ho 
ordored and superintended tlie throwing of tho bodies of the 
Guidos over the llala llissar wall into tho ditch below, where they 
now lie in a deep hole covered over with stones and rubbish. 
This was his active participation in the first series of events, and 
thero was no doubt tho iiifluenco Ms position gave him wa>s exer- 
cised ill every way in favour of the mutineers, and that he made 
no edfort to control tho city rabble. VElien it became knowm in 
Cahul that our forces woro oncampod at Charasia, he shmved him- 
self moat active in organizing measures to drive us back. On 
the night before the fight, ivhcn all tho fanatical passions of tho 
soldiery and the populace wore excited to tho utmost, he issued a 
proclamation in which all faithful Mahomedans were called upon 
to asaomhle and march out to do battle against the British, This 
was circnlat(3d throughout the city and neighbourhood, mid brought 
in many recruits ; while, to keep the ill-organized amy up to its 
work, he gave Es, 1,000 to the bakers to cook food for the troops* 
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Tills tbcy were to carry witli them to tlie CliaraKia lloiglits. The 
police were further eiii])loyocl to turn out;, in the early morn in " of 
Octo1)er 6th, all faint-hen vtod cili^^ens who shirked the duty im- 
posed upon them of meeting our army. AYifch a holdnoss that 
seemed almost like bravado, Aslam Khan did not seek safety in 
flight wlien we encamped hefore Cal)nl, hnt actually acted as our 
guide, when Sir Fredoriclv Koberts visit(al the ruins of the [tesi- 
deucy. He explained very vividly all that took place, and oven 
pointed out the grave of the Guides bGlow^ His defence before 
the Commission was, that the bodies were thrown ovci' the wall 
by his people without his knowledge ; and tliat in respect of the 
proclamation, he issued it at the instigation of Sirdar Nek Maho- 
med Khan, Commaiider-iu- Chief of the rebels, who said the Amir 
had given orders to that eflect. There was just a coloni'ablc 
excuse in this, as it is now ostahlished beyond doubt tliai Nek 
Mahomed visited the Amir in oar camp the night before Charasia. 
The Amir was really a pnppel, in the hands of the men then about 
hira^ and it is quite on the cards that they autliorized Nek Moho- 
med to use his name freely ; and that in this wny the proclamation 
was published. The double dealing of the Wazir, the ]\riistanli, 
and Zakariah Khan and his brother, have since come to light, and 
they are now under arrest awaiting trial, though sufficient evidence 
to hang them is not yet forthcoming. It is an ill-return on tho 
part of the Amir’s retinue that the freedom granted to them on 
the march to Gahul should have been thus abused. The inosseu-' 
gers we allowed him to receive and despatch in all good faith seem 
to have been merely emissaries of the mutineers pret^ariTig a traj) 
in which to destroy our force. That Nek Mahomed should bo in 
our camp on the 5th and fight against us on tho 6th, in command 
of 4,000 or 5,000 troops, was the outcome of our generosity to- 
wards Yakub Khan, whom we treated as a guest instead of a 
prisoner. Ho himself is so weak-minded and helpk^SH, that one 
hesitates to accuse him of direct treachery. But tho case is very 
difterent wdth his most trusted ministers, who are now in safe 
custody in the quarter-guards of our British regiments. Nok 
Mahomed is a fugitive, and it is doubtful if wo shall over capture 
him, unless he is ill-advised enough to try conclusioiis with us in 
tho winter months ; but if he is over caught, and can ho tempted 
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wliicli lie Avas the lending spirit Avill bo made clear. It is only 
biire justicM' to Yiikuli Xlian to give ]iis own version of Nek Mabo- 
nuabs intovviow AviHi liiin, TLo Amir states that ho entreated 
Nek Malionu (I to r(‘tnrn and order the dispersal of the mutinous 
rcgiuKaitH tlion in tlio llala flissar : to forbid tlio city rabble from 
showing any resislancc to us; and to issue a wuniiug against any 
ono apj)Oaring armed in or near OabuL This is the Amir’s stato- 
nuiit, and until Nek Maliomod is forlhcomlng, it must be looked 
upon us trustworthy. 

ddio bocoiid prisoner, if loAvcst in rank, Koenis to have been 
most intimately connoctod of the bateli with the revolting scones 
following the Massacre of tlio Embassy, This Avas Aghir Xhan, 
ciiowkidar of iVIiiiuhu, wlio was sworn to as having carried the 
head and shonldovs of one of the English sahibs from the smok- 
ing rains of the h’esidency to the ridge on Avhich stands the Upper 
]>ala llihsar, overlooking the city. dTiis Avas on the morning after 
tlio place had heen saclced, and it wms generally believed that it 
was Sir Ijoius Oavagnari’s lioad that Avas carried along. Aghir 
Khan’s defence was, that he took the head with the intention of 
preserving it until the British should come ; but that on roaching 
tlio ridge the Kotwabs pco[)lo Boijsod it, and that he could not 
learn what afterwards became of it. His story was quite unsup- 
ported, and the man’s general deineanour and known character 
were all against him. A more ruffianly-looking face could scarcely 
1)0 found in the Avholo of Afghanistan, Avlncli is vc.ry proliiic of 
such groAvths, 

In tJiis outbreak of fanaticism in Oabul, it Avas quite impossible 
that tlio viooUahs (iould remain quiet, their ImoAvn hatred to foreign 
intrusion being always a dangerous element in local politics. One 
of the live prisoners Avas Kliwajii Naiaiv, a priest of great influence, 
who proachod a j chicly collected largo nunibera of his most fanati- 
cal followers, gave them a standard, and sent them out to Charasia. 
The fouvtii man tried was Sultan A'^i/., a Uaraks^ai, son of the 
NaAvab Mahomed Zaman Khan, ex-Governor of Khost, Being 
related in blood to ibo reigning family, it was all the more signi- 
ficaait Quit SultanAisiz and his father Bhoukl have fought at Charasia, 
after being loading spirits in arming the mob Avhich flocked into 
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the Bala H^'sfiar on the evening of ihe 5th October. The fifth 
and last prisoner A^’as Kaisruh TClinn, ox-Gonei‘«al in rank and 
Huperinteiuleut of Army Clothing : ho played a eitnilar part to 
that of Sulton Aziz, All fivu prifaoners were condemned to death 
by the Commission j and this bcnteuce was confirmed by tho Major- 
Goneral Commnnding, This morning they wore mai'cliod out of 
camp at half-past nine^ under escort of a company of tlio 92ud 
IlighlandcrSj a fatigue party following with picks and rdioveis as 
grave-diggers. There was very little ceremony observed, and only 
a few Cahulis from the city looked on ns the men were escorted 
towards the Bala Ilissar gate. Two scaffolds had boon raised, tho 
Kotwal being hoLioured with a special rope outside the door which 
young ilamilton so gallantly dofeiidod, and winch wns ovontually 
battered in by the lire of the lleld-picce dragged up by tho muti- 
neers. The other four were hanged on a scaffold built in tho court- 
yard, round wdiich the Guides had heoii quartered. With the usual 
apathy of Mahomedans, the men did not seem to a^ipreciato their 
fate, and gave no trouble when told to mount tho scallold. They 
were buried in a rudely-dug grave near wdicre they were hanged, and 
tlie galloAvs still remain ready for any other prisoners wdio may bo 
considered w'orthy of death. The news of tho execution is said to have 
had a healthy effect upon the city, it being now^ made clear to the 
populace that our old, absurd mode of dealing with asbassins as 
if they were saints, has no longer a place in our policy. However 
distaBteful the ofUce of hangman may he, it has to be filled ; and 
in the present case our army is but taking the place of the execu- 
tioner by inesBure of cirourustaiiccs. The mutineers had not tliG 
courage to defend the city they had incriminated by tlioir acts ; 
and having spared the city, all that remains for us Lo do is to 
punish sucli of the rabble whose guilt is brought home to tbem. 

There have been few changes in camp beyond a reduction in the 
number of regiments encamped on Siah Snng Bidge. I’lio 5tli 
Ghoorkas, 23rd Pioneers, and F-A, Piy.H.A., are now in Wherpur 
caiitonments busily engaged in hutting themselves. T]\e place is 
so filthy that a systematic cleansing and fumigating process is 
being iustitnted by Dr. Porter, in chief medical charge. The 
floors of the rooms are being scraped to a depth of throe or four 
inches, and new floors laid clown, while the wholesome influenco 
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of wliitowash iB mIso being brought to bear upon the Wcalls. Our 
troops arc very healthy now — no cholera has been repoiied fur a 
week — and it would bo abhurd to risk the chance of typhoid fever 
and kiiidi’od diseasoB l)y iK'glccting ordinary sanitary procaiiiionR. 
Tlie barraclvs are expected to prove very comforlable quarters for 
i)jc winter, as it H(‘emB ])hiin wo Bhall have to stay hero for four or 
five months. Hiinai the capture of the twelve guns, abandoned so 
hastily on the (Jha/nii lload, avg have licard no nioro of regiments 
inarching doAvn upon Cabul, and foi' the present at least the 
enemy may bo looked upon as nou-exibient. hh’om the Shutar- 
gardan, too, wo hoar of iho dispersion to thoir homos of the 
Mangala and (UnlvauB Avho have worried Golonol Money so per- 
sistently, and perliaps tliero may now bo a chance of our fort- 
night’s post ronchiug us, ft Avill bo tho last from that direction, 
as it has ))e(‘n rosolvod to trust in future to the Jellalahnd route. 
What is tlio reason of tho slow advance from the Khyher ? This 
is wha,L every one is aslcing, and tho ansAver is generally brief 
enough : “ Want of transport.” 


Camp Siau Sung, 23rci OcMmr. 

Yesterday Iavo vcBsaldai’S of the Afghan cavalry, who were 
proved to have been in the Eala Kissar during the attack upon 
tho lilmbas.sy, and (:0 have shared in tho after- c vent s, were marched 
out to execution in tho Data Hissar. When told they Avore to 
sniTor death iguominiously by hanging, they showed no alarm, 
answering moroly ‘'"It is well.” This indifforcnco to death 
Btands those men in good stead j for, if found gnilt.y, they are 
executed Avithiii tAvojity-four hours, thus leaving them only a A^ery 
short time in Avhich to consider the awlavard termination of their 
careers. As a little trait of character it may bo montioned that 
one of these ressahlars, a fine portly man, picked out the stune 
from his signet-ring during the night, his pride no doubt prompt- 
ing him to destroy the stone sooner than it should fall into infidel 
hands. It may be that he found moans to convey it away secretly 
to liis Iriends; bul, so close a watch is kept upon condemned 
prisoners that ihiR seems unlikely. Ten o’clock is the hour at 
which men are goueraily hanged ; and now, dally, a little crowd 
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of soldiers, camp-followers, and traders from the city gathers near 
the 72iicl qiiarier-giiard, from which starts the road down iho lidgo. 
The soldiers, in shirt-sleeves and with the favoarito short pipe in 
their mouths, betray hut faint curiosity, looking upon the cul])rits 
with hearty contempt, and only rogrotihl that they have not had 
to meet them iu fair hghk If we’d heen the French/’ I heard 
one man plaintively say, thore’d have ))ec]i more than t\vo or 
three.” No doubt there would ; but our mode of warfare with 
men, compared with whom the Arabs of Algeria are gentlemen, 
is very dillcrent to that followed hy the generals of Napf)leon IJI. 
The few Afghans who watch the little company of Jhitish itifantry 
marching down with the prisouers iu their midst are almost as 
much attracted by the bayoneis of our men hs by the prescnco of 
their unlucky countrymen ; and they soon turn hack to our tents 
to mulct us in rupees Ly sharp l)argaining in poshteens (sheep- 
skin coats), furs, carpets, and Itussian chinaware. The two 
ressaldars stopped out boldly enough to keep pace with their 
escort ; and w’hatover their feelings may have heen, they concealed 
them stolidly oiiougin They looked loss bravo when standing 
pinioned, with the rope about their necks, facing the ruhas of tlie 
Residency ; and not one ondooker fedt the least pity for them, for 
the shot-marked walls on every side call up l)itter memories and 
silence any thought of mercy. Our Rlack Assize is a very small 
one so far ; for the majority of the leaders have esenpod, and w^e 
have to content ourselves with the small fry. Even as it is, men 
are remanded from day to clay if the evidence is at all faulty, a.nd 
the Military Commission are careful to avoid jiim 2 )ing to conclu- 
sions. To-day a sepoy of the 1st Herat Roginicnt was hanged ; 
and as he wars caught in the city hy a Ivizilbash, it is expected 
that more of liis compaBions arc still hidden within the rvalhw 
With a temerity that showed his desperate cfisc, this man had liis 
rifle and ten cartridges with him, but he made no show of resist- 
ance. The ditEculLy of obtaining evidence is gradually disap- 
pearing, the Kizilbasli vho handed the sepoy to General Hills, 
Military Governor of Cabui, coining forward openly and stating 
all that he knew. It is to those Kizilbashos that wo shall have 
greatly to trust in examining into tbo details of the Massacre, iiB 
the city people are all against us. Being semi-iudepondent, and 
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foriniug ii powerful MoeLioii among UicmHolves, iho KizilLaslies 
luiYO losH Lu feaUj iliaii otliorH, iVom any meaburoB of revenge iliaf 
luny aflcrwiu’dH bo taken agabist Llieai; and if wo can once got 
them to bpoak opoiily^ our work will 1)0 greatly hiiuplificd. Of the 
Hocroi coinbliiaiioii which Ivuislulil Jvhau^ Nok Mahomed, and the 
other influential chieds a, bout tlio Ainir'a person promoted, it will 
be far more di/lieult to talm up the threads ; but there is still 
sonu‘ hope of tracing the conspiracy to its souroo, As the iiivosti- 
gatioji ])roC(^od3, and tlui vaj-ious Htatcmenty forthcoming arc dove- 
tailed into each other, it will become plain upon whom the chief 
guilt is to rest. Thoro are still several prisoners to bo tried, and 
each day julds its little quota of ovidojico against the large class 
of suspects d* 

Tliorc will no douht he excc])lion taken to the (30urse Sir P. 
iloberts is pursuing, and political capital may ])o made out of it y 
hut unless the luissiou of the army now before Uabul is to be a 
failure, there is 110 option but to follow out to the end the lines 
of policy laid down. The murder of our Envoy and Ids escort was, 
as the Procbuuation in the Jlala Hissar of October 12Lh sots 
forth, a treacherous and cowardly crime, w'hiclx has brought 
indelible disgrace upon the Afghan people,’’ and there is hut one 
punishimuxt for treachery and cowardice of this kind. If daily 
executions are to bo the ntle for the next few weeks, they can only 
he those of isolated p(irsons who may fall into our hands ; and 
their death is a very small atoiiomont for the crime in which so 
many participated. Tim city rab])]c is unpunished; the Herxit 
regiments have oscaped; luid if we arc nominally in possession of 
Northern Afghanis fan, tliat possossion means very little to the 
rufiiiui.s Ave have to dead Avith. They will pocket our rupees and 
IhriYO upon us as long as we remain ; a\id the instanl we take 
our departure, their arms, now hidden, will soon be furbished up 
again for future mischioh Apart from this view of the case — 
Avliicli is, of coin’HO, only taken as regards the discontented and 
fanatical part of the nation more nearly coiiceruod in the events 
of the lire I Avook in So]) t ember— thoro are tAvo other considera- 
tions AAdiicli have to guide UB in all that ayc are doing. The 
first is that our prcHcnco is not desired by any Afghan of 

* I'liiy exypctiiUon proved only too 'voU-founded. 
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spirit in tlio coiiutiyj aiul the second and far more serious is 
that we Inivo on onr bands and are proclaiming ourselves the 
2>rotectors of a sovereign wLo has scarcely a vestige of power. 
Of our position towards tbo Amir Yakub Ivlian ] will speak 
presently ; but the sullen submission of the jicoplo can more 
readily be disposed of. AA^haiover despot lias governed Afglianis- 
tan Lis subjects have always preferred to sulfcr under his rule 
than to submit to ouside iiiierfereiice ; and this jiaxlousj of 
foreign intruders has always Leon a stumbling-block in our 
dealings wiili Amirs in da^^s gone by. AVe have had to cal- 
culate not only upon the sincerity of the rulers but upon his 
capacity for controlling the fanaticism of his subjects. Up to 
the Treaty of Gumhimak, we blindly believed that such oapaeity 
could exist. Now^ after being roughly uudocoivodj avg have taken 
for a time these su Injects under our immediate control, and wo 
find them submitting to sujierior force, but yielding in no Avay 
cordially to their fate. AA^e can trust them while an army is 
among them, hut our acts are only looked upon as temporary, and 
not the least active assistance can be counted upon in our search 
after those whom wc have come to punish. The jicoplc will give 
sujiidies Avhen each village is visited by ap)urchasing party, strongly 
escorted by our cavalry ; but otherwise they would gladly lot us 
starve sooner tlian open their grain- stores for our benctit. ''riio 
few da^'s on which Ave had to fight, every villager Avho thought ho 
could do so wdth safety to his own skin i^ullcd trigger upon detached 
parties of our men ; and if the hcadmon are now coming iii, 
seeing Cabul is at our mercy, it is l^ecausc they dread a visita- 
tion from our troo2)S. They are as insincere in all their 
testations of friendship as forty yeai’B ago ; ))ui, we put the pro])er 
value iiOAV upon their promises, and are strong enough to punish 
them if occaHioii arises. Such is the attitude rolativcl}^ of onr 
arm}’- and the people : the only sign we give of our su^n’cmacy 
being by keeping a tiglit hand upon Cal>ul ilsolf, and by hanging 
such of our prisoners as participated in its crime. 

Our relations with the Amir are on a very different footing, 
though it Avould puzzle a Russian diplomatist to say what is the 
basis of our j)alicy. It is a mixture of suspicion, forbearance, 
and contempt. Once Yakub Khan had thrown himself upon our 
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pi’otcciiou and (liyownod tlic acis of ilie inutiiicei's, his personal 
safety was assured, and tliis, no doubt, was bis lirsi aim. liuthow 
much further did ho mean to go That ho jaeartiiy desired liis 
turl)iilout regiiuenls to bo [)unisbed one can wcdl believe, and that 
lie sebomod to siivo Oabul froju the late it had courted is quite 
possible; but unless an aeooniplicc in their acts, he could not 
have expected that his most trusted ministers and kinsmen would 
he arrest(al and himself conijiied to our camp. Here he must see 
our suspicion pooping out : hut, then, mai’k our forbearance. In 
our proednmations robollion against tho Amir has boon citod as 
worthy of death ; wo are living upon tribute grain collected as due 
to him ; tlio citi^^ous of Cabal have boon doelarcd “rebels against 
llis Ifiglmoss,” and our Military OoA'ernor of tho city is “ adiniu- 
istoriiig justice and punishing with a strong hand all evibdoers” 
with his “ consmit.” ddiis is ono side of the picture, and these 
acts arc tho (liroet out come of our ellbrtH to ro -establish something 
like order afiior the anarchy wliich prevailed when wo began our 
march upon the capital. Tliore is nothing of contempt in them ; 
it is merely laying the foundation for replacing tho Amir on his 
throne more socuroly for tho future. Our forbearance is further 
sliowu by tlic consideration displayed towards his subjects : nothing 
is iaktjn idiat is not paid for — and, in most instances, exorbitantly 
paid for — and there is not the slightest aflectation of treating the 
country through wliich wo pass as conquered territory. But there 
is another side of the jheturo whoro new aspects appear and some 
anomalies crop up. Tho Amir’s authority is proclaimed as justi- 
fication for many of our acts; and yet at the same time we loot 
his citadel, and some upon, as spoils of war, all guns and muni- 
tions of war which for a fow weeks only had passed out of his 
hands into those of tho rebels. Ididho, by abandoning his capital 
and its defences, lose all right and interest in the cannon 
which guarded them, in the ammunition collected for years past 
in tho iiak liisHar, and in the very clothing prepared for his regi- 
ments ? Appai'ontly ho did, for the two hundred and fourtceu 
guns now in our ctunp are looked upon as captured from an enemy 
who used many of them against us ; the untold quantity of gun- 
powder which the explosion of tho 16 th untouched is to be 
destroyed 5 and our camp-followers are masquerading in the warm 
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uniforms of Afghan Highlaiulcrs. This is the foatiiro of coiitompL 
in our policy. Our war, unlike that of last year, is agtiinsi the 
subjects of the Amir, and not against the Amir himself ; and, so 
far as we liavo gone, we have assumed the functions of the sove- 
reign in their fullest sense, using his name only to smooth awny 
dilhcullics that would otherwise Iiavo to bo overcome by force. 
This assuiui^iion has had to be made for the simplo reason that 
Yakub Ivban is too weak and vacillating to exorcise the authority 
which wo have so ostentatiously recognized, and his ministers too 
corrupt to he trusted near liis person. But beyond the immediato 
exercise of military power in Cabul and its neighbourhood, we liuii 
do nothing. TJiere is ]io responsible Cfovoriiniont wAich could 
take out of our hands the task of hunting up tlio men who have 
been guilty of treachery and murder ; and as our first duty is to 
our dead Envoy and not to the living Amir, it follo^vs that our 
present w^ork is that of judges and not of king-makers. That 
“work has to be done, and wc are doing it unflinchingly, and until it 
is completed, the Amir must he content io accept liis position as a 
sovereign in leading strings. By the time we have dealt with all 
the culprits that can be cajMaired, the cloud of suspicion now rest- 
ing upon Yakub Ehan will either have deepened or been dissijuited, 
and our second duty of punishing or aiding liim under his diili- 
cultics will then have to he fulfilled. The drift of evidonco seems 
now fairly in his favour, i.r,, he was not involved in the wo}*k of 
Nek Mahomed and Kiishdil Khan ; nnd taking it as most prol»al)lo 
that he will finally be convicted of nothing w^orsc than woaknoss, 
it will remain with us to say if he is again worthy of our trust. 
With his army dispersed, and his artillery (which goes for so much 
in the eyes of Asiatic nations) in our hands, the only aeinhlancc of 
power he can derive will be reflected from our arms — ^if w(^ re- 
instate him in good faith. And if bis 'weakness is held as our jus- 
tification for reducing him to the rank of a political pensioner, 
comfortably housed in India, aro we to fit out his successor wdLli 
new war-trappings, which may at any moment ho seized by mutin- 
ous regiments and turned against us at the first opportunity ? 
More mhikely things have occurred than this ; hut unless our army 
carries hack with it to India the trophies it now hoastB of, tlioro 
will be sad disappointment in every iniiuh 
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Attacki^ 0)1 ihc Li))e of Com))nt}iicatio)i. 

T lijwo dwell willi greni periinneiiy upon tlio polilieal sido of 
tliG Afgliuii question as it is developing under the walls of CaLiil, 
bodiuse our late successes niuy linvc overshadowed the groat pro- 
blem which has now to bo woi'kod out, what are the future 
rolaliona bctwc'on India and Afghanistan to bo:? From what I 
have written, a fair judgment may bo formed as to whether the 
sanguine view, tliat tlio lino of ]>ol]cy laid clown in the Treaty of 
Ouudanuik still remains good, can be consistently maintained. 
The arrest of the Mustnufi, the Wazir, and their two intimate 
friends, has raised the revolt in Cabul far above the level of a 
local cmeida of diMcontoiilcd soldiers. 


CHAPTER Yin. 

Tlio Lino of Cnmmitnicaiioii wiHi tlio Kuri \in Volley — IIoBtile Action of the Tribe'? — 
Skiiinisli on ilio Hinkliai ICoinl — Dofent of tho Tiibosmen by feho Shutaigiiulan 
Qmuibou— Tbo l^noniy Keiiiforood — Tlie Gairihon SuiroumlecI — Seiions Ooinplica- 
lioDH'— The Bhutaif^anlau rclieml by Genoial Oliailes Gough. 

Camp Siaii Sung, 2ith Octoher. 

Ttietie is one groat consolation for tho troops who clid not share 
in the advance upon Cabul, and that is, they have not been 
allo^vcd by the tribes in our rear to rest in peace at the stations 
guarding the Kurrnm lino of communication. Cfeneral Gordon at 
AH Kbeyl, and Colonel Money at tho Hhutargarclan, have had 
tlieir hands very full indoecl during the past few wrecks ; Mangais, 
Ghikais, and their allies considering it a grand opportunity for 
attack. The bulk of our army was too far ahead, and had too 
important a mission to fulfil, to scud back reinforceinonts; and 
no doubt those mongrel triliesmcn believed they ^vould have il all 
their own way. T hear that they called upon the Shiiiwaris ami 
Kliugiiinis on the northern slopes of tho Bated Koh to come over 
and join in the rare ohaiice that was presented of cutting up our 
troops ; but the ill-timed Keal of tho Mangal moollah^ spoiled tho 
whole arrangement. They gave out that we had been defeated at 
Cabul, and further promised their fanatical followers that ballets 
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aiul bfiyonots slionlcl leave tlicm unscathed for a few clays if they 
vvoiild only attack tho handful of iiilklels then left at their moi'cy. 
Accordingly Ali Ivlieyl evas attacked, and the result of tho fighting 
in that neighbourhood was tho complete dispersal of tho tribosnion. 
At one time the Bltuation seemed so full of peril that General 
Gordon made up his mind to abandon the Shutargardan, Colonol 
Money having infonned him that he was surrounded on all sides, 
his forage cut off, and his ay atcr- supply threatened. Such a stop 
Avoulcl, of course, haA^e only been resorted to in the last extremity, 
for a force retiring Ihrougli the Hazara Danikht clcrdc, follo^YGd by 
SAvarms of our enemy, confident that their success A^^aB assured, 
might have ended in a disaster, Hut there Avero at the Bhutar« 
gardan tAvo splendid fighting regiments, avoH- officered and in 
perfect trim, and their stubborn rosistanco kept the enemy in 
check until it was too late for them to profit by our difiiculiics. 
During the worst period at the Bhutavgaialan, General Hugh 
Gough, with tho 5th Punjab Cavalry, 5th Punjab lufaniry, and 
four mountain guns was on his Avay thither to bring dowur supplios 
and close the communication, as it was no longer needed; and a 
Avclcome fiasli from Captain Straton’s heliograph informed Oolojicl 
Money that help was at hand. The ]\langals and their allies seem 
to haA'e had earlier information, for they had already begun to 
disperse, though their stroy shots into camp kept tho garrison 
aliA^e, and cost them something in thcAvay of chargers and haggago 
animals. The abandonment of the post in the face of an enemy 
far superior in number was thus happily aAnidod, as avcII as the 
ill-effect it Avould have had upon every tribesman from Tlmll to 
Cabul. It is belieA^ed here that there Aras a tondoncy to exag- 
gerate the danger at Ali KheyJ, and that undue importance Avas 
attached to the attack there ; hut we are loth to thialc that General 
Gordon Avould have recalled the two regiments from tho Sludnr- 
gardan merely to strengthen his oavu post. Such a step migJit 
have brought about a really serious conliict, as it would have boon 
too glaring an admission of wnakuess not to haYC been appreciated 
by the neighbouring tribes. Of the earlier fighting at the Siirichai 
Koial on the 14th, A?e have boaa^ full accounts from Colonel Money, 
Avhich I give below. 

On the 13th instant information AYas brought into the camp at 
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Shntai'gnr^lan that ilio Macbalfju Ghilzais wore ushGinblino in 
force, oikI would pvohiiLly ap])car near Karatiga and the Sarhhai 
Kota], on that side, for the' purpose of hlocldiig up the road to Ali 
Kheyl and molesting our picqiiet on ilic Kotal. That misfdiief 
was on foot was proved hy tlie telegraph mro to Ali Kheyl being 
cut at nine o'clock the same ovoning. The next morning Colonel 
Money, in sending the usual relief of DO men to the picquet, 
ordered Major Colliy, commanding the 21st P.N.T., to take two 
companies of liis regiment and two gnns of the Kohat Mountain 
Eattory, and see nliat was oecurring. He was further to attack 
and disperse any l)odi(‘s of irihesmen who might have asuemhled, 
to detach a party to bring up ammunition left at Karatiga, and to 
repair the tch\graph wins On arrhing at the Kotal, Major Ooilis 
found tlic picquet already engaged with a large body of Ghilzais, 
wlio liad nttjiclvcd at daybreak, hlis first step was to seize a hill 
on the right commanding the Kotal, which the enemy had failed 
to o(Jcnpy. Fifty scjpoys under a native ofllcev were soon swarming 
up this, and in the moaiiiimo Captain Morgan opened fire with 
the mountain guiiH upon sniHjan filled with men, on a hill to the 
oast. The shells wore well pitched, and the enemy were so shaken 
that when 50 rifles of the 21st under Captain Howanj 

and a similar niimhev of the 3rd Sikhs under Lientonant Fasken, 
wont in at them with the bayonet, they abandoned their Hn'ru/nny 
leaving several killed and wounded on the ground. G"he tribesmen 
then attacked on the south of the position, and came under hre of 
the 50 men first sent up to occupy the hill, commanding tho 
Kotal. A company of tho 21st P.H.I., under Lieutenant Young, 
was detached iiO strengthen this point, and at the same time a 
wolcomo reinforcement of 100 of the 3rd Sikhs under Major 
Griffiths arrived. One company of these doubled over the open, 
and got in rear of GOO of tho enemy whom Captain Cowan and 
Lieutenant h’askon wore driving hack, and soon the hills to the 
north were all cleared. Hut on tho south there were still 2,000 
men to l)o dealt wo‘th ; and as they were showing a bold front. 
Major Griffiths judged that a combined movement must be made 
against tliem as soon as the two companies returned from pursuing 
the GOO mon they had scattered. The advanced company of tho 
21st P.NJ. under Lieutenaui Young was bearing the brunt of 



96 The Ajg/iaji ll'ar, 1S79 — 80. 

the fixe, and Major Collis leffc on tlio Kotal with 

instructions to proceed to their relief aloii^ the crest with ])is two 
companies ^^lien they returned, their right heing protected ))y 100 
nf the Srd Sildis and two guns. MaJoj’ GrillUhs took the guns to 
tlio Brd Sikhs, hut on rounding the shonldov of the hill ho touiul 
that it would bo dangerous to w.ait any loiiger, as the enemy wavo 
growing holdet' every iiiinutG. The company of the ^IhtP.N.l. 
under Lieutenant Young accordingly charged along tlio ridge and 
captured two standards, while the Srd Sikhs under Lieutenant 
Cook (with whom as volunteers were Captain Turner, Political 
Orticer; Captain Watertleld, K.A, ; Captain Nicholson, il.Ih ; 
Lioulenant Fisher, 10th Plussars ; Lieutenant Sherstono, Aide- 
de-camp ; and Mr, Josephs, Superintendent of Shlegraphs) canio 
to close quarters on the slope hclow. The oiioniy retronted till 
they reached a spur running at right-angles to the ridge on wliich 
they had raised more strong su/n/uj's. The sepoys soon found 
themselves checked in tlicir rush, the 2lHt getting into hrokcii 
ground commanded by the main snvgar, while the Sikhs had to 
halt at a ravine, the opi^osito side of which was bare of cover and 
sivept by the fire of tlio Gha^iis. Captain Waterfield, having shot 
down a man wuth hia revolver, was liirnsolf shot llirough the 
thigh directly afterwards, and was jiluckily removed out of danger 
by Lieutenant Cook. The mountain guns were brought into 
action again over the heads of the troops, as Major Collis was still 
waiting for his two companies to come up ; but the enemy seeing 
so small a number of men opposed to them, chai'gcd out of the 
siuigarSy sword in hand, at Lieutenant Young’s company; ami, 
though checked by a hot hro, secured a good position from which 
to repeat the manosuvre. Just in the nick of Umo Major Collis 
arrived with his two companies, and throe shells having boon 
dropped right into the enemy's advanced position, he led the 2()Lli 
straight at the siingars and cleared tho ridge in hno style. The 
enemy fonght most idiicldly, hurling stones at our men as they 
went up to the snnr/ars and leaping out to meet them ; opposiiig 
their short swords to the sepoys’ bayonets. Tbcir numbers were, 
however, of no avail against the splendid form of our gallant 
fellows, and after a short hand-to-hand struggle they broke and 
fled towards Spegha. They were pursued for over a mile, and tho 
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monnUiiu gaiiw harafssofl iliom still farilicr. • Their number was 
calcLilaiocl at botwocu JJ,000 and 4,000, aiul they were beaten in 
l\ui‘ (ip,lit hj'’ 150 of the '21^t P.N.I, and 100 of the Bi'cl Sikhs, 
aidotl by two niouniain ^uns. Forty of their dead were counted 
on the ^Tound, and tlieir total loss is catimatcid tit 200 hilled and 
wounded ; while our easualtios 'were only two lulled and Captain 
'Watorlield and seven sepoys wounded. 

Mcaiiwhilo, a litllo aifair had been going on at the Shntar- 
gardau itself. When Colonel Money had soiit off Major Griffiths 
to rcinlbrco the Surlduu Kotal, ho took precantions for his own 
safety by ordering up two companies of llic 21st P.N.I. with a 
mountain gun to the ridge which overlooks the Shutargardan 
camp. Thu move was a wise ono, for the enemy were on the 
oilier side within fifty yards of the ercst, and wore only driven 
back with dilRculty. They gathered together again and made 
a second attempt, but woro again unsuccobsfuh Tlicir xiorBisteiicy 
imluced Colonel 1\ Toney to proceed with two companies of the 
3r<l Hikiis and the fourth mountai]i gun to the ridge, and he was 
ahlo from this point tiO ^vat)Ch the tight at the Surkhai KotaL 
Bcoilig tliat IMnjor Oriilitlis was hotly engaged, ho sent Jemadar 
Shcr klahojued (the native officer who did such gullant work at 
Karatiga on the 27tli of Ho]:)temher) with a company of the 
Srd Siklis to make a diverBion on the enemy’s flank, and when the 
tribohmeii fled, this 2 )arty doubled down upon them, and after killing* 
eight and wounding several others, joined in the general chase. 

[t -was aUogtdhcr a hrilliant skirmish, this defeat of so largo a 
l)ody of the eiunny at the Hurkhai Kotal ; and we hope to give the 
3rd BildiH an ovation when they march in here with General Hugh 
Gough in w, low days. The 2tst move back to Ali Kheyl. 

The garrison had, after the skirmish, to hoar a siege which 
came about in tins w'ay : — On the morning of the Idth it was 
found that the main body of the enemy still held the position they 
had taken up after being driven offi the Surkhai Kotal. A wing of 
the 21 bL Punjab Native Infantry was sent with orders to attack if 
they moved towards the Kotal, and a company of the 8rd Sikhs wnnt 
to the Ka,ratiga Fort to bring up the stores and ammuxtitxop left 
there. Tho fort was found to have been thoroiiglily looted. Alla« 
had din, a brother of Padshah Khan, the Ghilaai chief, reported 

H 
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that the enemy had been largely reluforced, and said from 10,000 
to 17,000 men had assomhlcd, the whole country being in arms. 
Colonel Money therefore wi>se]y resolved to draw in his defences 
under cover of night. The Surkhai Koial was abandoned on the 
15th. News of 800 or 400 regular soldiers of the Amir’s army, 
armed with Sniders and Enfield s, joining the tribes was given 
soon afterwards. The enemy showed in such numbers son tin 
^vards of the ridge and to the south of the camp that the outlying 
picqnet was withdrawn and fell hack upon the strong picquot posts 
near the camp. On the 17th the enemy occupi(;d the road from 
Karatiga to Kassim Kheyl, and cut off the graBS-RU})ply. Tlioir 
nmnhers were so great that reasonable anxiety was felt about an 
attack, so our men worked at strengthening the defences, and 
Captain Nicholson, E.E., laid down wire ontangleraents at weak 
points to check any rush. In the evening Allahaddiii l)r()nghL in 
the jiyrjah who proposed some absurd terms of surrender,'^' but 
they were sent back with a hint to go to Cabul and settle terms 
there. The garrison had only regimental ammunition with them, 
and this had boon greatly reduced by the action of the 14th. The 
mountain guns also having a small number of rounds, Colonel 
Aloney resolved to husband his ammunition and act on the defen- 
sive, as he did not know when he might be relieved. On the I8th 
the enemy sl?owed in still greater force, tmd pushed to udUdn DOO 
yards of our outpost picquets, and cut off the water supply. On 
both the 17th and 18th, tliey had kept up a incessant lire into 
the camp, hut with little result. On the 19th, when matters 
looked very serious, the heliograph was seen flashing at Kushi, 
and Colonel Money learnt that General ITugli Gough was tliorc 
with two regiments and four giina Upon this ho Jmew ho was 
safe, and after sending skirmishers down towards the springs on 
the Kushi Eoad he got his guns into action and shelled the enemy’s 
line with common shell and shrapnel right heartily. The shelJs 
soon silenced the opposition musketry lire, and the tribesmen 

^ An oOlcer wrote at the time In the avanmg tte enemy Rent in iive conridoniial 
men to say that, of course, we must now give in, that two regiments could not hold 
out an hour, Imt they wore willing to allow us to leave the Shutargmriliin and to provi<lo 
UH with carnages and hostages ; we to be at liberty to i-otire to Ali Kheyl or to Oabid, 
and for this consideration we were to pay them two laldig. l^or Allahaddin Khan was 
at his wits’ end." 
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gmclually drow off, not a man being left at evening. Tlieir loss is 
cHtiinatecI at 100 Idllod aiid wounded. Our casualties were seven 
men wounded. The enemy had brought 200 of their women to 
witness tlui liiuil Huceesslid aitaclc, but they wove all disapi^ointed, 
Goneral Oongli occupied Llio Sliinkai Xotal on the evening of the 
19th and reached the Sliulai'gardau next day in a snow-storm, 
]-Jis arrival was the signal for the dispersio]] of ail tribes. 


CHAPTER IX. 

Oamp Lifo nl Cahiil— vVfgliiui Ooatomoiigors — Onviosiity of Yillagevs— The Ha/ava^ — ■ 
Siiri’oiKk'r of TUrcjuiUH -City Trader, s — Tlic Ihuolm'^o of Traaf^port Animal?, — 
Ikjarefiil SUite of the Oonntiy — The Abdication of the Amir — H ik Kcasona for the 
Step — Ai^Huiupiion of t,lio Covermrmnt by the nritish— Grouoral IlobortH's Proclama- 
tion — Ai'j'ost of tile Aujir— Fro}4:rosii of the Tiupury ijito the I\lab?,acrc^ — The Afiirder 
of Al)dul Ivaiiin -ItilUary K\ecutionb — Seizure of Treasure. 

Camp Stah Sung, 25 /A Octohe7\ 

OiJTi lines arc cast in pleasant places just at present ; for, apart 
from the political pnziile which some of us study, and which I 
havo already tried to explain, ilicro is nothing to disturb our 
equanimity. Wo have a high and dry encamping ground, from 
which wc can travel down at our leisure, either citywards, to ex- 
plore tlio mysteries of Cabul and ponder over the Bala Hissar, 
now rapidly ludng cleared out ; or else down into the Cabul plain, 
to exorcise our horses on the racecourse, or over the water- 
chaiuiels which everywhere intersect the fields. The view on 
every side is an impressiye one, for the mountains W'hich keep 
w'atch and ward over Cabul are very picturesque, rising abruptly 
from the fields below, and seeming to shut us out securely from 
the potty world beyond. News of that outer world has been very 
scant of Into, and it is with ill-concealed impatience that many of 
us turn oastivard to whe^T) the Khurd Cabul and Jugdulluck Hills 
hide thc^ long valley up which the Khyher column is crawling with 
tmtuiso-slownoss, There comes no holiographio flash down to 
cheo 3 ’ us, and one might as well consult the impassible Hindu 
Kush itself. But there is a pleasanter outlook westwards, 
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Tlirong'li tlie govgo in rear of ilio city ^ve catcli a gliuipBO of tlio 
Cliurdcli Valley, a very iildeii of forliliiy, and in UiO far l)ack- 
gromicl is the high range of mountains forming tlie sky-lino 
to\uxrds distant Tuiddstan, over ^vhich wo have gorgeous Bunsets 
that more than atoiie for tlio chillinciss ^vliich creeps over Siali 
Sung llidgc as the day closes- We hnvc the shaip air of the 
early morning to brace ns for routine work that must bo gone 
Uirougli, and such genial warmth all day as to make the shade 
of our tight little tents seem almost) suj^orllnous. Whatever ol 
cold and discomfort there may be in store for ns, wo are cointoi't- 
aide enough now, though perhaps the air bites shrewdi}^ at mid- 
night to the sentry at his post. His outlook is chiefly for tliioAU's 
wdio may think there is loot lo he got in our camp ; but wo seem 
to have frightened the people into honesty, for robberies are un- 
known, Our camp is thronged with potty traders, mid in con- 
Tenieui spots are little baznars for our solduu-s and camp-followers, 
to whom they arc a rare boon* Fruit in ahundance is exposed 
most temptingly : grapes, apples, pears, and pomegranutos being 
sold so cheaply that a few j)icc will liny sufficient to satisfy even 
a soldier’s appetite ; while melons of a flavour and succulency 
almost unknown to us poor dwellers in Hindustan are piled to- 
gether in profusion. The usual ciirry-ainfTB and native delicacies 
are ranged alongside these edibles ; and occasionally some delicious 
Lcctroot or a gigantic cabbage nestling in a henp of briglit-skinnod 
onions tempts a kliausamalt doing his day’s marketing to halt and 
haggle in a lordly manner until a fair bargain is struck. Tho 
Afghan “ coster ’’ is not an easy personage to deal with, for he has 
learnt the vaUie of our rupees, and is determined to make the luosi 
of the present oppoidunity. In our canvas streets there is all day 
long a busy stream of men and boys eag(u*Iy selling wares from the 
city and surrounding villages, and if so inclined wo could npend 
hours in making casual purchases. In tho early morning villagers 
with their simple produce of fowls, ducks, pigeons, eggs, jars of 
milk and clotted cream — the latter particularly good — corno saun- 
tering in and pas>s away their time in intently gaining at our Birango 
freaks in the way of early or substantial breakfasts. Their 

livestock slung across their shoulders, or carelessly carried head 
downwards, appears quite a secondary consideration, until they 
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arc poiiiictHl upon by Bonio hm-x ivant, ^^llo thinks lifo is not wortli 
living if it l« merely to bo sustainocl by commiMsariat rations 
—now, alas 1 inuius their rodocmiug feature of wholesome nim. 
Once the villagt'r sees a bnrgaiu may be made, ho wakes up sud- 
denly to the fact oi‘ having something to soil, and in the juttoxs of 
the country ovplains the number of rupoes or annas he requires. 
That ho docs not get them need scarcely be said, as his lirst prices 
arc exorbitant ; but after some pantomimic action, or by calling in 
the aid of some Pathan sepoy near at hand, terms are arranged, 
and with tlui silver bits stowed away mysteriously in his waistclofch 
the mno(aint native \vondR his way to another part of the camp, 
there to dis]ioH(3 of more of his stock. When ho has got rid of hia 
little store ho doos not, as a conscientious hushaiidman should, 
go quietly homo, l)ut hangs about our tents with a face full of 
inquiry and ainajacnicnt. lie pushes his curiosity at times almost 
to inix>ortiuonco, pc'rhnps Avith the philanthropic idea of giving us 
a few Avvinklos as to the proper mode of living in this part of the 
world; but ni the first sharp word ho moves on’' a few paces, 
and turns his atijcntion to some other feature of our local life- 
That he is poor and stiictly dishonest there can bo no reasonable 
doubt ; but his poverty Avill pass away if we stay long at Cahul, 
and his dishouesliy will bo covered with the cloal?: of simplicity as 
long as military biAV prevails. Tins class of peasant who comes 
into our midst is not of the usual bloodthirsty Afghan type; and 
ho comes too, without arms, for our proclamation against carrjing 
Aveapons is now widely known, and whatever he may be on his 
native hoatli, Avhen his tribo is on the war-path, he looks in- 
offensive onougli now. 

Among our oihor visitors are the Hazaras ; tho howers of wood 
and drawers of waiter, as thoy have boon called, of all Afgdianisian. 
Their Mongol typo of face, beardloss and with the true slanting 
eyes of thoir race, is noticeable at once among the Jewishdooldng 
Arghaiis whom they servo so well. Sunburnt, and with many 
coats of dh’t upon them, they look the real labourers of the land; 
and as thoir stalwart backs are generally bent under heavy loads of 
firewood or huge sacks of forage, it can be seen they are no drones. 
Thoy aro ahvays very iutont upon their work, never loitering or 
wondor-Htruck ; and in this respect they resemble the Ghoorkas. 
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They are good-humoured and happy enough, and any stray 
tation cast to them is always answered by a smile and a n 
their felt-crowned heads, as if kindness wore too rare not 
acknowledged. Sometimes their burdens are very dillercnt 
those just mentioned, for they come staggering in with a sc( 
matchlocks or Enfield rides on their backs which their vi 
maWliH have sent in to be bought up and destroyed b} 
Sirkar. This bringing in of arms has been quite a featu 
camp life, it being by no means unusual to meet a file of 
men, each laden with the guns that are to be given up. The 
thrown down, and counted by soldiers told oft’ for tho duty 
the idlers from the city gather round to stai'e at our coutcrapi 
examination of the weapons. As most of the guns are loadec' 
even doublod-loadod, it is somewhat risky to meddle with tl 
but curiosity prompts us to look down muzzles and cock Lri^ 
in a most reckless way. The Sniders are safe enough to ha 
as the breech can be opened and any cartridge withdrawn ; 
with the others it is different, Towor-marlccd En fields rest 
by side with the old two -grooved Brunswick rifle ; while C 
made smooth-bores and imitation En fields are mixed with jbe 
and the Brown Besses ” the Indian Government gave aw. 
lavishly in the days of their foolishness. We are destroying 1 
arms— locks, stock, and barrel — except in the case of sucli Sn 
as seem really serviceable. The Afghan Snider is by no met 
badly-made weapon, and the cartridges from the Bala H 
Arsenal are equally good. The latter are of a kind knov 
solid-drawn, with strong bases, and if recapped can bo used se 
times with perfect; safety. Where machinery and Hldllod 
ohanics are scarce, this is, of course, a great consideration, 
do not find many cartridges delivered up, and it seems a pity 
a small price was not fixed upon powder and lead so as to 1 
disarmament more comiilete. There are thousands of good 
still scattered over the country, in the hands of tlie Ai 
soldiers ; and, in the future, ammunition will be greatly in req 
now that the Bala Hissarhas fallen into our hands, A few swi 
bayonets, and knives, have come in, but they are of no acce 
We have received over 3,000 rifles and guns of the different \ 
mentioned, and more will, perhaps, be given up. 
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Far romovGcl from fclio villagers and the Hazaras are the more 
protoiiUoas city traders, who bring posliLceus, furs, native cloth, 
cluuawaro, old coins, lloldiara silks, Persian carpets, jewellery, and 
precious stones for sale. They are mostly Kizilbashes and Cabul- 
born Hindus, many of whom have travelled far and have seen 
most of the cities of Central and Western Asia. As traders they 
are as Iceeii as flow pedlars : as visitors they make themselves as 
much at home as our intimate friends. To bargain with them is 
an exorcise in chicanery that would quicken the wits of a Shylock : 
to listen to their soft ilattery as they extol the benefits of British 
rule is to heliovo that wo are the finest race in the world. The 
chicanery is glossed over and hidden by the soothing praises of 
our boiiovolcucG, and the crimson-turbaned Kizilbash or caste- 
marked IJ indu, who has sat himself on our stool or squatted in 
our tout is enriched accordingly. We buy furs that would cost 
us loss in Posliawnr, aird silks that, perhaps, have never seen a 
Boldnira loom, and think wo have done well in our bargaining; 
wlioreas, most likely, the worthy traders have netted excessive 
profits. It is the old story of our rupees filling the coifers of the 
people wo have come among as conquerors, and of our pride for- 
bidding ns to acknowledge it. And yet we enjoy the chaffering 
with tlioso rascals, and find an amusement in making them turn 
out their ])ockcts. From one will he produced a rare fox-sldn, 
from another a Hussian toa-cup and saucer (made in England, 
but stamped with the Moscow dealer’s name); from a third a little 
packet of diamonds or turquoises — the latter often of a beautiful 
colour, but marred by flaws. Then the rings on the man’s finger 
are taken off and oxaminod, the owner fixing a price that is almost 
prohibitive on eaohstono; or a curiously-worked belt and pouch 
is unbuckled at oiir insistanco, and appraised in tho usual way. 
And so on to tho end of tho chapter. But Kizilbash or Hindu is 
more than a match for the Western Kafir ; and one is tempted to 
holieve that tho Caucasian is really played out ” as far as astuteness 
in trading goes. Perhaps we may he more successful in dealing 
with the gouuino Afghan in tho city bazaars which we are now 
beginning to visit. 

Besides tho mercenary bartering that wiles away our leisure^ 
there is plenty of stir and excitement in our camp life, Maliks 
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mid chiefs from a disiancG are met in little knots, Hooking out 
the political officers, or waiting upon the commissariat ofllccrs to 
enter into contracts for food supply; gaily-apparallod horsemen 
come to show off the graces of their Turcoman steeds ; while 
ragged urchins on y/a/jons, the strong ponies peculiar to the country, 
ride here and there in easy go nil deuce, halting occasionally to ex- 
chiinge opinions on local affairs. Near the head-quartovs of tho 
1st Brigade is quite a little liorso-fair, where General l\Iacpherson 
passes in review some hundreds of yahoos daily, and purchases 
largely for transport purposes. The noisy, chattering crowd is 
densest here, and tho yahoo fights are numerous, each pony choos- 
ing his nearest neighbour as a fit object of attack. Near by is tho 
Amir’s tent with its little cluster of attendants’ pals about it, 
and a sentry from a guard of Europeans stationed over them 
pacing smartly to and fro. At times a few prisoners Avith an 
escort of sepoys arc marched past on their Avay to the tent in 
head-quarters, where the military commission sits which is to try 
thorn; or on ‘‘execution days” a company of Europeans swing 
j3ast Avith one or two men in their midst, and take the path 
doAvu the ridge to the Bala Hissar, Avhere the gallows is waiting 
ready* On the circular hit of raised ground, at the western end 
of the head-quarters’ camp and overlooking tho city, is a liitlo 
party of signallers near a large brass field-pieco captured at 
Sherpnr, and now used as a tinie-gun. The heliograph llashos 
up in response to one on the Bala Hissar ridge, which is speaking 
to Kushi, and we knoAV that new's is travelling to and from the 
Shutargardan. In the evening one of the bands plays on this 
natural band- stand, around the flag-staff which is I'carcd in tho 
centre, and with the last strains of “God Save tlm Queou” our 
day closes, the flag is furled, and we pass into the warmth and 
comfort of our snug little tents. Beneath all this surface of 
visible camp-life is the steady current of routine Avork which goes 
on unceasingly and smoothly, no outside influences acting as 
disturbing agents. Our men are healthy and contented ; tlieir 
wounded comrades are doing well ; supplies are coming in 
abundantly ; and, looking down xxpon Sherpur, we see that AAwm 
winter quarters are being got ready ; so all, apart from political 
questions, is rose-coloured, 
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Gxm SiAii SuNa^ 2Sth Ortohn, 

Thiy morning only did ii bocomo pnblicly Imo^vn that 'Yakub 
]nul al)dicatcd tlio Amirsliip^ tho iieAVspapcra brought in by 
the mail from India giving all boyoiid General Koberts and big 
immediate advisory their flrnt newH of tho occnrveiice. It was, 
of coui’HO, on aeeonnt of pobhible miycliiof ensuing if the abdica- 
tion wore made known imd the Govornment afterward a refused to 
accept it, that secrecy was observed regarding the Amir’s act; 
and, singularly enough, while people in India and England have 
been speculating as to the probable consequonces of the step, we 
on tho spot have hocui in happy ignorance of tho under- Gurront of 
events. Tlio incidents of tho abdication were as follows : — ■ 
Octolnw 12th was tho day appointed for the Proelamntion in the 
Bala liissar, at which the Amir had heou ordered to attend. At 
six o’clock in tlio morning of that day he loft his camp below the 
Biah Hmig Bidgc, and vont with only two servanls to Major 
Hastings, Chief Political OHicor, and asked for an immediate inter- 
view with Onnoral llobortH. Tu a few minutes he was ushered 
into ilio Gou oval’s tent, and at his request a private interview was 
granted. Yakub Khan was greatly oxcited, and he abruptly 
annonncod bis intention of resigning the Amirahip. His life, 
ho said, had bocomo so misorahle that he could no longer endure 
it. Bir F. Uoborts at ouco aslced him fco consider what he was 
Baying, as abdication was a very serious step. The Amir persisted 
ill saying tliat his mind was made uj) ; he had intended to resign 
at Kushi, but was persuaded by Ihs Ministers not to do so. Now 
ho would sooner bo a grass-cutter in the British camp than remain 
AmirofCabuI. Tio earnestly wished that his resignation should 
ho accopiiOd ; and, for liimsolf, he was ready to go to India, 
Tiondon, Malta, or wherever the Viceroy should choose to send 
him. Gonera] Eoberts again roquestod Imn to reconsider the 
matter, and placed a tent at liis disposal near head-quarters. At 
ton o’clock, the hour fixed for falling in for the procession to the 
Bala Hissar, tho Amir again visited tho General, and announced 
that his decision was fixed : ho wished to resign at onco. SK E. 
Boberts roqilied that he himself could not accept the resignation 
without haying consulted the Yicoroy, and he asked the Amir to 
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lot mattery remain i\i quo until an answer could bo recoived 
from Rimluj the British anthoriLies in the meantime carrying on 
the Government in the Amir’s name. Yakub Khan agreed to 
this without furtlior parley^ but asked permission to absent himself 
from the Bala Ilissar that morning, as the eKcitomcnt and trouble 
he had undergone had made him ill. Ho would order his eldest 
son and ail the prineipal sirdars to attend and hear the Proclama- 
tion read. Kg was accordingly^ excused, and the same attornoon 
his tents and those of his personal attendants were moved to the 
head-quarters. He knew nothing of the contents of the Procla- 
matiou of October 12Lh, and was quite unaware of the intended 
arrest of his Ministers. Such were the circumstances attending 
his abdication. 

Up to this afternoon it w\as believed that the cx-Amir was 
acting in good faith, but within the last few hours wo have had 
reason to change our opinion. Since the entrance into the Bala 
Hissar, on October 12th, Yakub Khan has been living in a largo 
tent close to head- quarters, and has had about him a little army 
of servants, whoso tents also have been pitched about that of thoir 
master. Ho was reported to be much happier in his mind now 
that his scheming Ministers had been removed from about his 
person, and once or twice he had shown himself among us in the 
evening, walking with General Eoberts up and down the row of 
tents in which the Staff are lodged, and listening with much 
delight to the band playing near. The restraint placed upon him 
after he had come voluntarily into our camp from among his own 
people on the lower slope of the Eidge, was merely that a guard 
of twenty European soldiers was stationed over his tenia, while two 
sentries paced before them night and day. This was his “ guard of 
honour” nominally, though if he had tried to escape they would 
instantly have become his gaolers. It was most important that 
we should have him with us while we were examining into the 
guilt of the various persons concerned in the Massacre ; for if 
once he had^heeu a free agent, he would probably have been made 
an instrument of intrigue by such men as the Mustaufi and the 
TV'azir. This was proved by the episode of Nek Mahomed’s visit 
to him at Cliarasia the day before the action of the Gth, the com- 
mander-in-chief of the rebel army returning to Cabul and pro- 
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claiming that Uio Amiv liad ordered all mou to resist the British 
force. Thus was thoro every reason to keep him uiidGr fairly close 
survoillanco, as the scatlored units of his disl)anded army are still 
capable of doing harm if once gathered together. In my letter of 
the 2;lrd L pointed out very fully the anomalous position wo were 
occupying hero: proclaiming the Amir’s authority on the one 
baud, and appropriating all his stores and munitions of war on 
the other. This was, of course, written without knowledge of 
what had occurred on the 12th ; and, viewed in the new light 
that has now scattered the political darkness here, the imomaly at 
once vaniHlics. Yakub Khan had voluntarily oast awa-y all power 
and responsibility, and the only course remaining for Sir F. 
Eioborts was to asamno the {liscardod authority and take every 
moans to seenro order in Cabul. Tho clearing out of the Bala 
Hissar and tlio appropriation of all that it contained, except 
Yflkuh Khan’s personal property, now stands out as merely an 
ordinary taking over of odocts surrendered to us, and not tlio 
spoliation of a sovereign whose authority wo were re-estahliahmg. 
Wo could not, in fact, have done otherwise, unless we had waited 
for a declaration of the ministerial policy at home, and the delay 
might, perhaps, have Inul mischiovons results. 

Now it is all plain-sailing. We know what our course is to bo, 
and wo can follow it out consistently, Yakub IClian as Amu- 
was merely a puppet ; and govern moni; through such a medium 
is always unsatisfactory. Now his position is simplified — and 
simplified, too, by his own act — though hia future position in life 
not a man in camp can foreshadow. The proclamation accepting 
his abdication was received here from Simla by cypher telegram 
on the 2bt)i ; and to-day a translation of it was issued to the 
chief sirdars of Oahul, who cannot mistake the meaning convoyed 
in tho following terse sentences : — 

I, General Boberts, on behalf of the British Government, here- 
by proclaim that tho Amir having of his own free will abdicated, 
has loft Afghanistan without a Government. In conseffiionce of 
the sliamoM outrage upon its Envoy and the British Govern- 
ment has been compelled to occupy by force of arms Oabul, the 
capital, and take military possession of other parts of Afghanistan. 
The British Government now commands that all Afghan authori- 
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tieSj chiefs, find sirdars do coniiuue tlicir fuuciiona in nminiaining 
order, roferring to me whenever necessary. Tlie British Govern- 
ment desires that the shall be treated with justice and 

benevolence, and tliat their religions feelings aiiul customs l)o 
res 2 )cctcd. ddic servic.cs of such sirdars and chiels as assist in 
preserving order will he duly recogniiJod ; but all distmbors of the 
j)cacc and j^ersous couccriied iu attacks u[)on the British authority 
will meet with condign i^nnishment. The British Government, 
after consultation with the f)rincipal sirdars, tribal chiefs, and 
others re 2 )rescntiug the interests and wislies of the various jn’O- 
vinecs and cities, will declare its will as to the future pcrniaiient 
arraugementa to be made for the good government of the people.” 

Judging from internal evidence, this Proclamation boars the 
stamp of the home Ministry, and it has been hailed with 
unbounded satisfaction by all among us who have been fearing 
a r02)etition of the old shilly-shally j>olicy which has had such 
disastrous results. The GovorninGnt has now committed itself to 
a distixict policy which can l^e proclaimed thronghont Afghanistan, 
and our duty now is to wait until the sirdars, tribal 

chiefs, and others representing the interests and wishes of the 
various inovinces and cities,” have been made aware of what IniH 
ocGiiiTed. ]\IessGngers will bo sent with copies of the Proclama- 
tion to them ; and they will no doubt be invited to come to Oabul, 
and hear the will ” of the British Government. It is no longer 
a question of the ** wishes” of the Yiceroy of India, but a distinct 
assertion of our newly-acquircd power in Afghanistan. 

To-day has been marked, also, not only by the issue of the 
Proclamation, but by a new change of front on the part of Yakub 
Khan. Whatever his fears or suspicions may he, or whatever 
guilty consciousness he may have of participation in the Massacre, 
he has withdrawit so far from his position of the 12t]i — when 
he said he would wdllingly go wherever the Viceroy might deport 
Mm : to India, London, or Malta— that he hay contemidated flight 
to Turkistan. Such, at least, is the information generally believed 
io have been received ; and the action taken this afternoon proves 
that ho has so far committed himself as to jeopardize his future 
freedom. About five o'clock Ms tent w^as isolated by the mnoval of 
all those of his servants pitched about it : his guard was increased 
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to forty TjJ’lUhIi sol<licvy, anti niHLoacl of two sentries tlicre are now 
four pnclijg to and fro with fixed Ijayoiiets. A HfLh sentry is with- 
in tlio tent itself, and the ox- Amir is as elose a jnisoiior as lie can 
Lc nnido. Four personal attendants only arc now allowed to him, 
and th(‘S0, also, arc ai]d(n' guard, ills food will bo examined carefully 
holoro it is passed to his servants, and every possible precaution 
against outsido inlonnatioii hoing convoyed to him will be taken. 

Oaimp Sxati Suno, 3()th October, 

Since the issae of the Proclamation and the close conhiiement 
of Yakul) Klviiii to his tent tsvo thiys iigo, there has hceii no further 
(foyoloi>ment of the situation, audit seems as if we should ynietly 
wait ]iorc for the winter in order to allow 0 vents to develop tliom- 
solvos without further dcnunistration of our force. We haA^e 
Cahill city and its guilt to deal Avith ; and tliongh there are few 
oidAvard signs of Iho iuvosligation into the circumstances sur- 
rounding ilio IMaHsacro of our Embassy, there is a steady stream 
of w'ork running on, ilio results of which have yet to ho declared. 
This has Ixani done chiefly by Colonel Macgreg(jr, aided hitherto 
by Uyat Khan, Assistant Political Oflicer, ayIio ferrets out persons 
likely to give ovidonco ; and now that Dr. JfolleAv (the third member 
of the Commission) has urrived, still further progress is being 
made in nBravclIiiig the complicated Avch of falsehood Avhieh has 
been clraAvn about the occurrence. Hixty Avitucsses have been 
examined privately; and, as each one is quite in ignorance of 
Avliat lias been said before, the truth of the various stories told 
can ho tested by the comparisons draAvn hotAveon the testimony of 
the friends and ouoinios of Yaknh Khan. Such of his late confi- 
dential advisers and adherents as Iuia^o como under cross-examina- 
tion have generally injured his cause liy affirming too much ; and 
plausible stories have lieon concocted to dKert attention from his 
shortcoming in not affording material aid io Sir Louis Cavagnari. 
Much, foj’ instance, has boon made of the little flash of energy lie 
showed in sending Daoud Shah and thirty men to reinonstrato 
Avith the mutineers; and it has boon asserted that the determined 
attitude of the rabble Avns proved by Daoud Sliah hoing hayoneted 
and all his escort killed. Bui Avhen this episode is looked closely 
into, and a little independent evidence is taken, it becomes appar- 
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eiii that Daoud Shah had ii^ercly a few attendants with him, and 
none of these were killed ; \^hilc he himself was hy no means so 
maltreated as he w’unld have ns believe. There is another inci- 
dent, too, which assuuios a now complexion vlicn carefully exjuii- 
iiicd. Soon after the ]\Iassacre, Yakub Khan put to death Abdul 
Karim, a powerful Koliistani chief, whoso English proclivities were 
very pronounced. The explanation of this act, as gi\en by 
Abdullah Uyaz (a confidential adviser of the ex- Amir, arrested 
yesterday) is that Yakub Khan sent that chief from his palace to 
remonstrate with the troops, and that, instead of carrying out his 
orders, he gave direct encouragement to the mutineers, and urged 
them to continue their attack on the Kesidency. Upon Ahdul 
Karim’s return to the pidace, Abdullah G jaz aifirms, Yakub Khan 
w’as iiifonncd of his treacherous disobedience, and, after the Mas- 
sacre had taken place, ordered that be should be executed, Tliis 
story is so utterly improl)able that it is scarcely wmrth considora- 
Lion ; but its falsity has been proved very directly, as the name of 
every man of importance vho went near the muthioiis troops has 
been obtained from various sources, friendly and otherwise, and 
Abdul Karim has never before been mentioned in the list. 
The inference that suggests itself is that the wire-pullers about 
Yhikub Khan w^ere distrustful of Ahdul Karim, whose honesty of 
purpose and known sympathy with the English rendered him a 
dangerous personage in their 03 cs, and on the principle that dead 
men tell no talcs, they induced the Amir to sanction liis execution. 
He probably knew too much, and was put out of the way ])cforo 
he had an opportunity of using his knowledge. In an investiga- 
tion, such as that now going on, it is only possible to shape out 
conclusions by inference, for even such witnesses as inofcss un- 
bounded friendship tow'ards us lie so circumstantially to serve their 
own ends, that veiy little reliance can be placed on them. It is 
not as if a long period had elapsed since the events took place : 
the occurrence must still he fresh in the minds of everybody ; hut 
there is such a tendency to intrigue now that our power is osiah- 
lished in Cabul, that distrust is bred in our minds in an increasing 
ratio as the evidence accumulates. There is no bottom to the 
well in which Afghan truth was sunk ages ago, and it is disheart- 
ening to sound it now. The ex. Amir’s partisans have lied hon- 
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esUy ODon^li to filiicld ilieir inaftlov, Tvliile lie was still protected hy 
ns ; bill now iliat ho is a nonentity, and all feGnihliince of power 
has passed from him, there may bo a change in their attitude. 
They Inivo a certain rado idea of faith[ulnofeb to their salt; bnt 
Avhen iliey see their ChioP arrosiod wilhont a word of warning, 
after being allowed to move freely among us for wocks, their 
fortitude may not bo equal to the emoigency, and they may seek 
to purchase their own safety hy voluntary disclosures. For these 
wc must wait. 

In the mean time tlie smaller fry are being dealt with by the 
Military ConimisBion, under \^lioso orders eleven prisoners have 
been hanged. The order of procedure is that the case against men 
under am\st is fully gone into ])y Colonel Maegrogor, aided by H3-at 
Kb an ; and when tlio evidence and witnesses are ready, the pris- 
OJJerH are ''committed/’ so to say, to the Commission, just as in 
ordinary criminal inquiries they would bo passed from the Police 
Magistrate to the Assize Judge. There is no unseemly hurry or 
vindictico haste displi^yod in tlio inquiry, iill goes on systeinalio- 
ally and doUl)erately ; and before the Commission the men under 
arrest arc allowed to hear all that has been stated against thera 
and to give such explanation as tliey desire, If there then appears 
new matter fur inquiry, they are remanded from clay to day ; and 
no effort is spared, in common fairness to them, to test the truth 
of their statements. If found guilty, they are coiidonmed to 
death ; but oven then tho sonieuce is not carried out without 
reference to a third source of authority — that of Sir Frederick 
Itohorts hijuself. If he approves the finding, he signs the order 
for execution, and the Provost* Marshal has then to fulfil tlie duty 
ofliis office without delay, Put if there scorn doubtful points 
strong enough to bo yet a third time considered, the senteuce of 
death is held in suspense ; and even now we have in our quarter- 
guards men in tliis stage, with the halter dangling before their 
eyes. It will bo seen that nothing can he fairer than the course 
taken by Sir Frederick Eoberts to punish such as deserve dealli 
for their past actions in the early weeks of September ; and in the 
face of it there is none of that reckless blood- spilling which we 
may get the credit for. In our Assize the old line— 

And wvetche^ lian^ fcliat jui^men (line—” 
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is uuknowii : autl if tlicrc is grumLlhig occasioiuilly at ilio pains 
taken to convict prisoners instead of liangiiig tliein on move sus- 
picion, it is all the more crecliLakle lo oar (Jliief and Iris Commis- 
sioners that no attojition is paid to it. To-day two men wer(i 
marched ofi' to execution who liclily deserved llicir fale. The 
one was the jcmndru' of the rascally Kotwal of Cahiil, himself 
hanged on tlio 20tli. Like the Ivotwal, lie warn most servile in 
offering aid Lo us af^er onr arrival, and, on the night of the 8Lh, 
acted as a guide to some troops marching up the Bala TTissar 
Bulge, in conucction wdth the action against the rebels on that day. 
The second prisoner was a Llabomcdan resident of Cahul, in 
whose house a box, marked Cahul ]ilmbass3'/’ was found 1>3^ a 
searching party of the '23tli PLCgiment. lie could give no explana- 
tion of how ho came by the Lux, except the colourless one that it 
had been placed in his rooms l)y an enemy. Several guns and 
swords rvere also found in his bouse ; and, notliing in his favour 
being fortbeoming, he was sent to exeentiom The guilt or inno- 
cence of the conffdenlial friends of Yakub Khan, who are norv 
prisoners, is still a question of doubt ; but none arc arrested with- 
out justiffcaiiou, and tludr cases will undergo the usual scrutiny. 

There is a probability that the taking of Cahul may not ho so 
barren as we first thouglit in the matter of loot. The city itself 
having been respected, there “was not much to got out of the Bala 
Hissar beyond warlike stores and ammunition. But to-day the 
news has been made known that a vast store of treasure is hidden 
in houses belonging to Yakub Khan, or his near relatives living 
within the wxills. Our treasure -chest has sunk very low of ate 
by reason of the enormous purchases made by the Oommissariat, 
which has to provide five months' stores for the array. Carriage 
w'as so s(^aree when we marched up froin Ali Klieyl, that only a 
few lakhs w’ore brought up, aird poverty is staring us in the faco. 
Such expedients as giving bills upon India to Hindu and Kizilbush 
merchants in Cahul, or in receiving from Wali Mahoincal and his 
sirdars many thousands of Bokhara gold tillahs (worth Es. 9 or 
Es. 10 each), or Eussian five-rouble pieces said to bo worth Ea, 
11-8, though nobody really knows their logitimatG market valuo—- 
such exjiedients eoirldnot last long ; and as nothing has l)fton done 
to exact the fine imposed upon the Cabulis,it was clear that Bpecie 
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would have to bo raised from some source yet untoucbeil. It is 
said tliat Yalcub Khan, on ahsiuning the Amirship, appropriated 
many laklis of rupees which his fatlier had given to the mother of 
Abdullah Jan, SJiero All’s favourite son, and these ho liad cleared 
out of the liala J Lissar, and, with other property of value, had 
liiddon ill the city. A little party of British soldiers filed off to 
the house iiidioafed by our informers this morning, and the officer 
in charge of our treasurc-chebt (IM'ajor Moriarty) and Lieutenant 
Neville Chamberlain, Assistant Political Officer, bad soon tlieir 
eyes gladdened by bags and boxes of gold coins, besides finding 
on all sides rich silks, brocades, and other portable property of 
enormous value , About eight lakhs in gold were secured, and 
native rumour affirms that before the examination comes to 
an end, a million sterling may be unearthed. Boxes innumerable 
have still to he opened, and our spies are firm in their assurance 
that the value in coin and precious stones alone is eighty lakhs of 
rupees . To-morrow the examination of the place will be continued, 
and it is hoped another good day’s hud will be the result. This 
prize-money, for no doubt it will bo considered as such, if it is 
confiscated, will bo a just reward for the energy and dash our 
commander and his troops have shown in the capture of Gahul ; 
and even if it is found necessary to use the money now for our 
immediate wants, the debtor and creditor account should be care- 
fully kept in view of future distribution. Such scandals as that of 
Delhi and Kirwco need not be repeated in the case of GabuL^ 

* It .since licen ruloil tliat tlic troasuie is not to be cousidorctl prize-money. 
Abdur Ilalinmn, upon ids accession to tbo Amirsbip, waa given 19J lakhs of rupees, of 
^vich will appear in the aLCoimta as “lufimdod to tlie Afghan Uovernnient/' Tliis 
Avtis the sum found in (Jnbul as detailed above. 
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CHAPTEE, X. 

The Force laovpd info Sbcrpiir CEiitonTncals — liiuMing Winter Qiiaitcrs — Tho Smlnr and 
the Soldier — ATr^^ing Cliinate—Gcneral l\I/u-i)lKi.on .starts for .Tiigdullnck — Arrival 
of Stores fiorii the pSliutargarden — The IChyber Line of (Joiiinuinication — Vavions 
IlontC'^ to JngduUuck — Tho LuttLibmid Kobil-Tlio Oliinarl Route— The Khnid 
CnbuJ RclUo — Its Diibciiltie^ EvaggcriiLcd — Gouciul Maoplieison niai olios to Sci 
Baba — Reception of tlic Shutargaulan Garrison — Padyhah Khan dibiiii&bod to hia 
Iloiae — Death of xUlahaddin. 

Sherpue Cantonbxbnts, 1 st Novemhef . 

The scattered camp on tho Siah Snug Eidgc, though well situatocl 
from u military point of view, and oxtromcly healthy and dry, iii- 
volved such heavy duties for the troops, that it was resolycd to 
movo into these cantonments sooner than was originally intended. 
The reserve Commissariat stores were all sent here; and as a 
large quantity of food had also to he kept at Siah Sung, there was 
douhlo guarchduiy to he done ; and this in addition to such work 
as furnishing a picquet on the Bala Hissar HeighLs, a strong guard 
in the city, another over the Amiris tent, and a third to watch the 
Gscavaiions in the Ecsidency and the Arsenal rnins. Besides all 
these, the European regiments had nearly every day to send a 
company to guard prisoners on their way to execution, while tho 
cavalry w^ere out on escort duty with Commissariat offlcors, buy- 
ing up food, forage, and hr e wood. All these multifarious duties 
resulted, technically, in giving the men only two nights a week in 
bed ; and as after sunset tho cold makes itself felt very sharply, 
the work became very trying. The 5tli Ghoorkus and 23rd 
Pioneers, too, were separated from the rest of the force, being 
sent clown here to build their winter quarters, tho barracks built 
by Shere Ali not being equal to accommodating all the regiments- 
Under those circumstances it was thought best to move everybody 
to Sherpiir — except, of course, such regiments as were Lo movo 
out towards Jiigdulluck for the pnr]) 0 SG of opening up conimunloii- 
tion with the Khybor Force, We struck our tents on Siah Sung Eidgo 
yesterday morning at nine o’clock, and we are here encamped on 
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tlio cuUiYaiocl fields wliicli ilio tlareo walls of the cantonment 
oncloso. 'Jlio eban^jo is 0110 for tlio bettor, as all dutjes are 
ligliteiicd, picqnois only being wanted on the Eomaru Hoigbls, 
which shut us in on the north side. A few sentries at the five 
largo gates, mid ulhers seattorod about the camp, arc ail that are 
required ; and orders can bo transmitted to regiments or brigades 
in a few monioiits, as all are within the lino of walls. Some 
thousands of masons, carpenters, and Hazara coolies are busily 
engaged under our Engbieor officers in plastering, whitewashing, 
and making generally comfortable the long rows of rooms once 
intended for the Afghan army, wliile blocks of rooms are also 
being built in the open for such regiments as bavo not had quarters 
assigned to tbom in Shore All’s barracks. The foundations of a 
prelentiouH palace bad been begun by our late enemy at the foot of 
the Bomaru bills, and three sides of ibis bad been raised some 
six or seven foot high— good, solid masonry, well cemented 
together, kind buildings, with wooden framework, are being 
raised on both sides of tboso walls by tlio Gboorlvas) and as they 
work with thoir customary oarnostness in things greaii and small, 
they will soon bo uiidcr first-rate slieltcr. The Pioneers are build- 
ing thoir barracks a little iiigbor up the Ridge to the north-east, 
but only one company is now engaged on them, the regiment 
being away on service with Genera] Maepherson, who has started 
eastwards to join hands with General Charles Gough’s Brigade, 
now somewhere near Gundamak, on the Kh3^ber side. Wood in 
abundance, from the houses in the Bala Hissar, has been brought 
in; and in the matter of doors and windows, Cabul nmtris are 
hard at \vork all day, turning them out by the score. There is 
much to bo done yet before we are all boused for the winter, and 
the camp-followers and kahars have yet to be provided for, it being 
found impossible to clear out the Bemaru village for tbern, as the 
inhabitants are more numerous than were at first supposed, and 
they would have difficulty in finding shelter in Cabul or the 
villages about* Bomaru, which is embraced within the lino of 
fortifications, will, therefore, remain undisLurbed, for the prosent. 
If Bemaru could bo turned into a large bazaar it \vould bo a great 
gain, as the Cabal bazaar is a mile and a half away ; and w^heii snow 
is on the ground, such a distance cannot be travelled daily by our 

I 2 
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sepoys [Hid fulloAvers Avitlioui much discomfort. With native 
troops, and. even European soldiers accuvstomod to Indian stations, 
a bazaar is almost a necessity, as little additions to tho raen’s 
rations and clothing can be picked up in it — all tending to keep 
them more contented and in bettoi' health. It is needless to 
say that stringent rules will be framed against the vending of 
native liquors ; but these are most unpalatable, as a rule, and 
are not likely to be much in request. A mixture of strong Hol- 
lands gin and fusil oil, flavoured with turpentine, may give you 
some idea of Afghan arrack, but it must be tasted to be fully 
appreciated. We have been so long without rum, that a few 
strong stomachs have been found equal to g]-appliiig with it when 
largely diluted with water; but, as a dram,” it would choke olF 
a highly-seasoned Dutch skipper. Then, as food is good and 
plentifid, there is not the demand for strong liquor that there 
might otherwise be. Besides, hard work keeps the soldiers from 
that idle lounging which is such an incentive to drink* One little 
incident, howevei’, while I am dealing with this matter of drink- 
ing, is worth mentioning. Some casks of Commissariat rum 
were left, too temptingly unguarded, near one of the British 
regiments ; and a toper, who had scarcely seen a dram since tho 
fight at Charasia, yielded to the temptation* As a consequence, 
he was soon under arrest. In the hustle of camp -life, there is hut 
little accommodation for prisoners ; and the lucky Highlandor — 
we have had no lucky Grhoorka ” yet as at Jellalahad last cam- 
paign — was marched oft to the spot in the ditch (the space between 
the outer wall and the line of barracks) whore the Afghans await- 
ing trial are lodged. The man was placed in a tent where a sirdar 
(an Afghan noble) Avas calmly reflecting on his kismui iu being 
delivered into our hands, and the two prisoners Avereloffc to inako 
friends ” as best they could. The sirdar was equal to the occaRioa, 
and made first acB^ances, Taking his snuff-box from his baU, he 
offered it to the soldier, who, astonished, even in his drunkenness, 
by the politeness of his companion, half held out his hand, say- 
ing, in his maudlin humour, — '^It’s little we ever take from you 

niggers, and iBa little you niggers ever give us.’’ Having 

thus satisfied his conscience, he alloAVod the snuff-box to bo jAoarly 
emptied into his hand; and still grumbling out complaints at 
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our policy^ proceeclotl to take in snuff’" most ferociously. The 
sirdar stared in silent awe at the madman who could take snuff 
by the lolah; but presently such an explosion of sneezing followed, 
that he withdrew to a safe distance. Ills politeness had imperilled 
the safety of the tent. The soldier sneezed himself into such an 
exhausted state, that he fell asleep where he lay, and the sirdar 
watched over him with unfeigned interest, this now experience of 
Ivallr life having apparently reconciled him to his fate. I am 
afraid this letter is a strange jumble of trivialities and more serious 
ailairs ; hut such is our life at present. On one side Ghoorkas mak- 
ing mud-pics and laughing good-humouredly at their own architcc** 
tiiro ; on tlie other, a gleam of bayonets showing where an Afghan 
prisoner is on his way to the gallows. In one tent, the chaff and 
anoedoto of the mess- table ; in the next, Yakub Xhan at his prayers. 

It is to bo hoped we shall not remain long under canvas here, 
for the cold at night is already in ten sc. Nine degrees of frost 
wore rGgiaterod last night, and in the morning the ^vatercourses 
wore all frozen over. It is those watercourses which make 
Sherpur so uncomforiahlo j ust now. The soil is light and porous, 
and has all been under irrigation for vine and wheat culture ; and 
as tho channels are raised a foot or so higher than the fields, 
and steady little streams are coursing along from the higher 
level of the Oahul river, tho whole place is damp and exces- 
sively cold. The water lies in places only a foot fropa tlie 
surface, and, near the eastern end of the cautonmenta, hursts 
forth iu a spring, proving how saturated tho subsoil must bo. 
No cold is so trying to men living in tents, without fires of 
any kind, as that which strikes upward, and a water-proof sheet 
is but a poor protoctiou from it, however much it may neutralize 
the actual danrp. At Siah Sung water was in request, every 
di^op used haring to be carried up the steep hillsides; but 
here wo have too much of it. The channels are carried under 
the walla by low cnlvorts, and some of theso will have to bo 
filled up if wm arc to counteract the effects of past irrigation. 
This can bo done without much trouble ; and the existing wells, 
aided by a few more that can be sunk in a week, would meet all 
our drinking requirements, while the channels outside could 
also be used by the bhistees and followers. 
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Tliere is such a Lurmoil here with the huikliiig and improve- 
ments going on and the storing of five months’ supplies in the 
Commissariat godowns, that one almost forgets military move- 
ments ; but when the Pioneers mai’cliecl out this morning, wo 
were reminded that an important step was being ialcen towards 
opening up Ihe Gundainah and Khyher line of communications. 
General Maepherson commands the brigade which has left, and he 
has witih him the following troops : — 67tli Foot, 23r(l Pioneers, 
28Lii Punjab Native Infantry, 12th Bengal Cavalry, and two guns 

A Battery, Boyal Horse Artillery. Swiuley’s MouiitaLii Battery 
will also join him at Butldiak, ten miles east of this, on the 3rd, 
and a few days later on lie will march for Jugdulluck. Wo are 
anxiously awaiting this movement, as our postal arrangemeuts iiro 
very uncertain, it being impossible to send off hags while the 
tribes are infesting the roads. I have complained of the sJownosa 
of the Khyher Force ; hut it is only just to General Charles Gough 
heading the advance to say that he has pushed on as rapidly as 
General Bright would allow him. He has bad but few troops, 
little transport, and scaiuely any Bupplios ; and with Khugianis 
and Slhmvaris in front, and fickle Afridis behind, great caution had 
to be exercised. A long convoy unth stores, which had accumulated 
at the Shutargardan, came in to-day. Since the breaking up of 
the tribal combination at the Shutargardan on October 19th, all 
has been quiet south of Cabul, and our convoys have marched 
along without molestation. The little exemplary severity wo 
showed in shooting three villagers, who fired upon General Baker’s 
rear-guard when near the Logar Bridge at Zahidahad on October 
4th, had the best results ; while the fact of our being in posses- 
aiun of Cabul itself has so far acted like a charm. 


3 rrZ Novemher. 

The Shutargardan route having been finally closed, it has, of 
course, become imperative to open up the Gundamak and Khyber 
line of communication, and General Maepherson, with a force 
already detailed, is now engaged upon that work. Ik-om Cabul to 
Butkhak the road runs in a duo easterly direction through the 
Cabul plain, and is so good that cavalry can travel at a gallop 
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OYcr ifc. To iLo south a range of lulls shuts out the valley 
throngli which the Logar river runs after j^asslng through tho 
8img-i-Nawishta defile ; and when this range is 25assocl a swamj^y 
rnaulan is entered upon, nhich gradually changes into a dry, open 
plain, overgrown with short tufts of coarse grass. The Logar 
river is ci'osscd at rigiit-anglos by the road which is carried over a 
stout masonry bridge of six archos. The river is turbid, but its 
current runs at about four or live miles an hour to its junction 
with the Cabul stream, creeping away under the high hills which 
bound tho view to the north, two or throe miles away» Irrigation 
channels are cut from the Logar, and these seiwe as a source of 
fertility to tlio fields about Butkhak, a walled village prettily situ- 
ated in its orcliards, with shcallow streams rnnning near tho walls. 
Bntkhak is to bo tho first post on the road, its garrison consisting 
of forty riiles, who will bo placed in a square enclosure easily 
capable of dcfoncc. The telegraph wire has been already laid 
to this village from Sherpur cantonments. Tho hills which bound 
tlio Cabul phiin to the north and south close in near Eulkhak, 
and to the east sink down IjOOO feet, affording tho only out-look 
towards Jugdulliick. One can see even from Cabul that this break 
in the continuous ranges whicli guard the plain must give an out- 
let into the Jellalabad Vtilley, and it is accordingly in this dircc- 
tio 2 i that wo shall unite our little army with tho supporting force 
that has marched out from Peshawar through tho ICiyber. The 
ordinaiy road from Eutkhak to Jugdulluck, and thence to Ounda- 
mak, is through the Khurd Cal}ul Pass ; but this has been repre- 
Bonted of so formidable a kind, that alternative routes have been 
soiighi,. Moreovor, the Klmrd Cabul Eoad makes a considerable 
detour to the south, and thus adds many miles to the distance^ 
nioasiired as the crow lUoB. To satisfy himself as to the practica- 
ble nature, or otherwise, of other routes, General Eoberts, accoan- 
panied by Colonel Maegregor and a few members of his Staff, left 
Sherpur early on Sunday morning, and rode over to Butkhak, 
where General Maepberson was encamped. 

The first route examined was that known as tho Liittabund 
Eoad, wliich runs duo cast, in a straight lino tom Biitkhak as far 
as Kata Sung, 28 or 30 miles distant, and then turns down in a 
southerly direction to J ugdullack, five miles further on. This would 
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make ihe whole distance to he marched over only 35 miles, 
whereiiM the Ivhui’d Cabal Eoacl is at least 55 miles long. A re- 
connoibriug parly of six companies of infantry, one squadron of 
cavalry, and two mountain guns, was sent out from LulUiak Avitli 
the General towards the Luttabund Kolal/ and the country was 
thoroughly examined. The road was found to traverse open 
iug hills for about 4 miles, and then hy a gradual ascent to lead 
up to the Kotal, The hills \vere not at all precipitous, and 7iowherc 
closed dowm upon the road, which all along permitted of flanking 
parties working to right and left without the slightest difficulty. 
In one place only did a ridge break the even run of the path, and 
a few days’ blasting would cut aw\ay the obstruction. The Kotal 
is 9 miles distant from Butkluik, and was calcmlated to ho 8,000 
feet above sca-lcvoL From the summit a S])londid view was 
obtained on all sides ; and it would ho a perfect heliographing 
station, as not only conld Slierpur and Calml be distinctly soon, 
but also the whole range of the Safed Koli and the pcalvS above 
Lundi Kotal in the Khybcr range. In fact, it is not too sanguine 
an estimate of the position to say that Gahul, Ali Khcyl, ai\d 
Xitindi Kotal could all he connected hy the hcliograpli. Silcaram 
stood out prominonlly in the long range of the Safed Koh, and 
the various minor peaks conld also he ohsorvod. Native report luid 
said that to the Kotal the road was easy enough, the difficulties 
being on the eastern side, where precipitous descents had to bo 
overcome. So far, however, as General lioherts could judge, look’ 
ing dowm tow^ards Kata Sung, there was nothing that skilled road- 
makers could not overcome : a short ravine with almost perpendicu- 
lar sides seeming the chief difficulty. It was too late in the day 
to continue the reconnaissance, and the party accordingly returned 
to Eutkhak, w^ell satisfied w'itli their visit. On the following da-y 
the Chinari Koad Tvas tried, General Koheris takizig a few of ilio 
12tli Bengal Cavalry with him ; wdiile a force, similar in strength to 
that of Sunday, w'as sent round through the KhurJ Cahul. The 
Ijuttabund route w'as again taken hy the General fo]' 4 miles, 
and then a turn to the south w^as made and the bed of a stream 
followed for 8 miles until the Chinari defile w^as reached. 

TJie word ” is applied iTbually ivhere tlie load po3.se& over a hill, infctead of 

ttmigh it ; ^'?ass hoing ii-jcd in tlic latter ease. 
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Tills was found to bo of a really formidable cliarncler, tbo IuIIr 
closiun down upontlic stream, which wound along through it gorge 
whore horsomon could only inaich in Indian file. High pinnacle- 
shaped peaks jutted up on cilher hand, and the scenery was of 
the wildest nature. This defile was 4 miles long ; and although 
ca few Ivuslii camels were being driven along it by their nomadic 
owners, it would be quite impracticable for the passage of any- 
thing hut infantry. The gorge ended, rolling hills, rising here 
and there to round- topped mounds, were crossed for 5 miles ; and 
then the road joined that from the Xhnrd Cabul on the south 
ahoLit 3 miles west of Teziii. A halt was called at this junction, 
IG miles from Jlutkhak, aiid in a short time the reconnoitring 
party came up, They had passed through the Khurd Cabnl with- 
out seeing a single armed man, and such villagers as 'were met 
were quite friendly. The General rode back to Lutkhak by way 
of tlic Khurd Cabal, and they saw all three roads, and could 
decide as to their merits. The old descriptions of this famous 
Khurd Gahnl Hoad had led every one to expect tremendous difficul- 
ties ; hut at this time of the year there are no obstacles sufficiently 
great to prevont horse artillery trotting through. The scenery is 
imposing enough and the high pinnacles of the Ohinari gorge aro 
repeated on a grtindcr scale ; huf the Pass is never so narrow as to 
forbid the orderly march of an army of all arms, and the real 
gorge is only 2 miles long^ or even less. A raind nioiintaln- 
stream runs through it and boulders are plentiful but they are 
not so large as to hinder progress ; and the heights above, though 
formidable-looking, 'would not, if crowned by an enemy, bo an 
absolute bar to an advance through. Besides, a path to the south- 
west enables the heights to he occupied very easily, the cavalry 
and mountain guns from Butkhak taking this road and crossing 
over the height without any check. The gorge at Ali Musjid, 
with precipitous crags added, will give a good idea of this part of 
the road. There is, of course, the objection to this route that, in 
the molting of the snows, the river bed w^ould be covered b^^ a 
roaring torrent of ice-cold water; but, for present service, the 
road can be used without any improvements being required. From 
the juncture with the Ohinari Boad to Butkhak is 17 miloB j and 
after riding this distance General Roberts rested a short time, and 
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then fitartecl fov Sherpnr, ^vhich he reached at dust. It was a 
hard day’s ride, 42 miles, partly over bad ground; hut the valu- 
ahle inforaiatlon gained as to the future line of communication 
with the Khyhor and Peshawnr was ample recompense. The 
conclusions arrived at may ho snmmariaod very hricily : the 
Chinari ilond is, once for all, coiidGmuod as out of the question ; 
the Khurd Cahul can he used for all j)roscut emcrgoncios without 
labour being expended upon it ; while the direct Luttahund route, 
so far as it has been examined, is to be made the road of the future. 
It has followed from this that General Maepheraon lias marched 
along with his force to Jugdulluck by the Khurd Cahul, as it is of 
the lir&i importance that he should join haJids with General 
Charles GouglVs force pushing onward from Gun dam ak. He will 
not strike the Luttahund Load until Sei Baba is reached, 5 miles 
w^ost of Kata Sung : and on his return march he will no doubt bo 
able to test the truth of native rumour as to the dillicultios imme- 
diately to the east of the Luttahund Kotnl, which, so far as Gene- 
ral Eoberts could see, have been much overratocl. Having the 
23rd Pioneers with him, whose kno^vledge of roads juid inacl- 
making is exceptionally good, General Maepheraon will be able 
to form an exact estimate of this Luttahund route. If it is pro- 
nounced practicable, it will sove, as I have said, fully 20 miles, 
and, having no awdew’^ard defile in its entire length, will be much 
safer for an army to work through. Even if it is rejected, there 
is still the Khurd Cahul open, the “ formidable ” features of which 
have been torn down by closer acquaintance ship. 


November^ 

With the exception of the brigade under P)rigadi or- General 
Maepherson, which has been detached on the important work of 
securing our winter line of coinmiuiication by waiy of Gundamak, 
General Boberts’s force is once more concentrated, the arrival 
yesterday of Brigadier-General Hugh Gough with the troops lately 
at Kiisbi and on the Shutargardan having prevented the army 
here from dwindling to too small proportions. At noon on tho 
1st wo had here only tho following regiments : — 72nd and 02ml 
Highlanders, 5th Ghoorkas, one company 23rd Pioneers, and 
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one company of Sappers auVl Miners, as our infantry force \ 120 
of the 9Lli Lancers, ami the 14tli Bengal Lancers, as cavaliy; two 
guns F“A, lloyal Horse Artillery and G-3 Loyal Artillery, 
with the two Gatling guns, as artillery. This was a very small 
force, and, if it had remained un strengthened, might have 
given rise to a suspicion of weakness on our part ; hut between 
Kushi and Cahul was a long lino of troops, who soon began to 
arrive at thoir destination here. The convoys they were escorting 
from tlio Shntargiirdan were all safely on thoir way ; and on the 
afternoon of the 1st two companies of the hth Punjab Infantiy, 
a squadron of the 5th Punjab Cavalry, and four guns of Swin- 
loy’s Mountain Battery, reached Sherpur with the last loads. On 
tho morning of the 2inl ihi^^ ^noiintain hattery started again to 
join tho force at Butkha]?;. On the 2nd there were no further 
arrivals hero ; hxit on the morning of tho Srd new^s was brought 
in that General Hugh Gough had reached Beni Hissar, and Gen- 
eral Roberta rode out to meet him* The troops which were so 
near at hand were two squadrons of the 9th Lancers and head- 
quarters, two squadrons 6th Puiijah Cavalry, six: companies of 
tho 6th Punjab Infantry, the Srd Sikhs, and four guns of the 
Kohat Mountain Battery (Captain Morgan^s). General Gough 
had not followed the route taken by the main force when advancing 
upon Cahul, hut, starting from Kushi, had immediatoly crossed 
the Logar river, and encamped for the first night on tho left bank 
at Payo KhoyL Hi>s next halting-placo was Bagh Sultan ; and 
thence onward to Gliarasia ho followed the visual road. His march 
was perfectly orderly, none of the villagers molesting him, tho 
fall of Oabul having checked any warlike tendencies among the 
Logaris. 

As we rode out to Beni Hissar wo found the band of the 5 th 
Ghoorkas waiting upon tho bridge over the Cabul river to wel- 
come tho Srd Sikhs and Captain Morgan’s battery, to whom all of 
us were anxious to give every pniiso for theii^ steady defence of 
tho Sliutargardan. At the gate of tho Bala Hissar tho band of 
tho 72ncl w^as waiting with a similar object. Taking the bridle 
road which leads to Beni Hissar through the Cabul plain, we 
presently mot a few of the 5th Punjab Cavalry, the advance guard 
of tho little force^ and immediately in roar of them was Padshah 
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Klmii nncl a few aiteiulants. Tlie powerful Cliicf of the local 
Ghilzais was eager to greet Goiieral rioberts, arid looked very 
much as if he would kiss his stirrup. lie is a mair of couimon 
appearance, "with no pretence of dignity", and lacks the faro 
features often seen among the indc])eudeiit hill chiefs. He is 
past middle age ; hut is WLdl-formcd, and has, scommgdy, many 
yenrs of life before him in which to pursue the tricky practices ” 
for which ho is so celebrated. At present he is rather humhled 
Ly the ill-luck which has come upon him in the loss of his 
brother, Allahaddin Khan, whose arm was blown off by a sholl 
from the Kohat Battery during the invosinient of the Shutargar- 
dau. Allahaddin was left in a djing stntc at Cbaiasia, second- 
ary hemorrhage having hroken out some days after his arm was 
amputated. I may as w^ll state, once for all, that ho has since 
died, and that raclshah Khan to-day received his conge from the 
General, and was told he might return to his home to bury his 
brother and to find, if possible, some letters which the in embers 
of his tribe have looted in the Khurd Cahul. After a few w^ords 
with Padshah Khan, General Eoberts rode on, and, upon meeting 
his Brigadier, faced round again for Cahul. A halt w^as called 
just outside the Bala Hissar gate; and, after the 9th Laucora, 
the 5th Punjab Cavalry, and 5th Punjab Infantry had passed 
on, the Mountain Battery and the 3rd Sikhs were formed up to 
receive the thanks of the General. The battery in its cquipimont 
and general turn-out of men and mules looked hut little w^orsc for 
W'’car; while the 3rcl Sikhs, though dusty and travel-stained, 
marched along in excellent form. They are as Hue a set of men 
as CQuld be desired, and a rod standard, captured from the Ohil- 
zais, flying alongside their regimental colours, bore testimony to 
the successful fighting they had gone through. They arc 730 
strong, and will be a great addition to the force, as there is no 
question of their ability to meet an enemy of far superior strengtli 
on equal terms. The regiment is made up chiefly of Sikhs, but 
there is also a fair sprinkling of Pathans among thorn, and all 
have fought equally w^ell under very trying circumstances. Having 
halted them alongside the Mountain Battery, General Eoherts 
proceeded to compliment them on their late exploits. He said : 

It always gives D:ie much pleasure to meet the 3rd Sikhs and 
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ilio Koliafc Mountain Battery, and this is move particularly I ho 
case now, nftov ilioiv gallant behaviour at ilie Shutargardan . 
When the force loft Kushi for the marcli upon Cahul, there was 
only one point which gave me anxiety, and that was the post to 
which^ with the 21st Paiijab Infantry, they had boon told oif to 
liokh Tho safety of my light flank and rear depended mainly 
upon tho safety of tho Shutargardeu ; for, if once tho latter 
had fallen, the tribes would have attempted to hinder my in arch. 
Repeated attacks were made upon the position yon were holding ; 
and so confident were the Grliilzais of their success, that I hear 
they brought doAvn their women to witness your discomliinre. 
You were alilo, however, to boat them off with heavy loss, 
though far ouhiuinberod ; and this shows how, Avith the weapons 
you are now armed, you can hold your ground against almost 
any nnmher of those tribesmen. You have set a good example 
to the wliolo force by showing what a few men can do when 
properly led ; and I do not think T could have chosen a 
better spot on which to thanlc you than here, beneath the 
walls of the Bala Hissar, to the capture of which you have, 
indirectly, so much contributed.” General Roberts then alluded 
to tho excollont dispositions made by Colonel Money in meeting 
tho attacks made, and com|>limentecl Captain Morgan upon the 
good practice of his gunners. He referred also to the bravery 
of Major Griffiths, who, although wounded in the early fight at 
Karatiga, had led his men at the Surkhai Kotal on the 14th, 
and worked hi’avoly with them on tho following days of the in- 
vestment. The native officer, Jemadar Slier Mahomed, 3rd 
Sikhs, who disiinguislicd himself both at Karatiga and on the 
Surlihai Kotal, was called from the ranks and briedy praised ; 
and, in conclusion, tho General said the Viceroy had sent a 
special message, thanking the ShuLargardan garrison for their 
bravery; and if it had not already been made known to the 
sepoys, ho should wish the message to be published in full orders. 
The 8rd Sikhs and the Mountain Battery then marched to Sher- 
pur without further delay, no doubt well pleased with the hearty 
reception given to them. 

Tho 3rcl Sikhs had iave prisoners with them, who were hanged 
in the Bala Hissar this morning. Four of these Avore the head- 
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meu of villages about the Shutargarclan who wore in our pay, but 
who, with the treachery of their race, played a double game. At 
the time they wore rocoiviug pay from us to Ivccp the road safe, 
they were proved to have been active in stirring up the neighbour- 
ing tribes to attack Colonel Money. Their object \vas cither to 
obtain large sums with which to buy olf tho Grhilzai chiefs assem- 
bled, or to share in the loot if tho Hhutargardaii wore captured. 
They failed to accomplish either object, and when with consum- 
mate coolness they turned up after the tribesmen had been 
scattered, they wore summarily arrested. The fifth prisoner was 
a villager, who was stopped by Major Griffiths when out on a 
foraging party. The man thought that officer was unarmed as 
he had no sword with him (his right arm was stiff from his wound 
and he had discarded his sword) ; and as tho sepoys wore some 
distance away, the fellow put his hand upon his tulwar and stopped 
forward as if to cut down Major Griffiths. The latter drew his 
pistol, and his self-possession put an cud to the meditated attack, 
two or three Sikhs ovcrtaldng the rasn as ha tried to escupo to 
the hills. The 3rd Sikhs have also with them a havildar, who 
deserted from one of the regiments at Candahar. lie was dis- 
guised as an Afghan villager, ])ut was recognized on the roadside 
by an old companion, who addressed him by name, and called out 
“lialt/^ which order, with his old respect for discipline still cling- 
ing to him, he obeyed at once. He is to be tried by court- 
martial. 

All hands are still busily engaged in preparing to meet tlio 
hardships of a Gabul winter, but it is difficult to see how adequate 
provision can be made for the followers unless some part of 
Bemaru is cleared out for them. Private servants and kahars 
are so numerous, that the housing of them is a serious question. 
As a subsidiary portion of the force, but one which could not he 
dispensed wfith under the conditions of Indian warfare, it is 'worth 
while drawing attention to the kahars forming tho amhulanco 
corps. There are 900 of those inon with General Piohorts, and to 
them is entrusted the charge of carrying off the wounded in action 
and conveying the sick in dandios and doolies on tho lino of march. 
They have been drilled into good order by Surgeon-Major Bourko, 
by whose energy they have been kept much better in hand than 
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ia UBual in campaigns similar to tliis. They correspond to the 
hearers of the Army Mospital Corps at homo, but in camp they 
arc also omployod in any rough work which maj^ require to he 
done. Their behaviour on tho Gth of October at Charasia was 
extremely good ; they ’wore constantly imder fire, and their indif- 
fcrenco to danger was very marked, their belief in IdsiniU supqdy- 
ing the place of steady courage. lu the Ambulance Corps two 
wore killed and ihroo wounded ; while with the regiments three 
more were Idllecl. 


CliAPTER XI, 

Tlio Inquiry into Yakub IChau’H Ooiuiuct — Yihit to tke CluLnleli Ynlloy — Di^manllemont 
of tbc ikibi itifjfcai — Tlio AinlrVi Talaco — A ouiiou^. Picture— A Sudur’a Iloiiyo in 
the Poitiosa — Uoiiuiiil linker ’ h UiulI \\\mi luitikoo— Arrest o£ i^opoyh — Soi/aire of 
A r »> 1^ — Tbo 0 nil t i j f I i i o 1 1 ei a t It e < ^ i ui cut s— 0 p on i n f' up of Co i innuuication rv itli 
(toneial Urij^ht — Failmo to keep tlio lioad Opc*u — TIiu Fxoeutiun of Forby-niuo 
Sopojy.s — All Anuiobty Issued — The jn-obalilo Fate of the Aiuir — Punirthuienb of the 
Sliutiirgardaii Tiibes — First Signii of AViutor. 


SHEUPun, 7 ill November. 

Txxe Commission which is inquiring into the massacre of Sir 
Louis Cavaguari and his escort may be said to have reached the 
first stage of its work — tho examination of nearly ] 00 witnessos, 
who have spoken as to what occurred at the llala Hissar and in 
Cabnl afterwards, having been completed. This has furnished 
materials, so to say, for the brief against the Amir, who, from tho 
5th, may be considered to have been on his trial. Explanations 
will, of course, bo required of him of such suspicious circumstances 
as point to something beyond mere helplesBiicas and vacillation, 
and his statements will be weighed against those already in tho 
hands of the Commission. In tho present stage of tho inquiry 
great reticence is observed as to what evidence has been taken, 
and it would bo idle to indulge in too free conjectures. This 
much may be token as certain, that not the least respect of persons 
will be shown in the decisions arrived at by tlie Gommissionors. 
The hanging of such wretches as the Kotwal of Gabul and the 
cliowkidar of Mundai was an example to such small fry as those 
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who maho np the rabhle popnlation of Cahul ; but higher game 
may be flown at, as fclio faithlessness of chiefs and influential 
loaders must bo piinislied. The Mnstanfi and the other Ministers 
under arrest have yet to be dealt with ; aiid if tlicir complicity 
in the treachery which we arc punishing is established, they will 
have short shrift. 

Yesterday General rioberts, taking his usual personal escort and 
a troop of the 0th Lancci-s, rode into the Chardeli Yalloy with 
General Baker. The position of the enemy ou tlie Asmai Heights 
on the 8th of October was explained by General Baker, and also 
the disposition for the attack. The Gabul gorge was passed 
through, the river crossed, and the road at the foot of the hills 
Mocking Chardeh from Charasia followed. AVnlled homesteads 
and richly- cultivated fiedds alternated with orchards, on the right ; 
and as the road gradually ascended, a beautiful view of the whole 
valley was obtained. Even so late in the year as now it will 
answer the description given of it by a member of the Embassy : 

a mass of vegetation.’^ Bows of willow-trees rise from the 
sides of every irrigation channel, and orchards innumerable aro 
scattered on all sides. The walled enclosures, with their small 
towers, are dotted here and there, breaking the even monotony of 
the view, and whichever way one may turn, the steep hills which 
run out from the Paghman Ptange shut in this fertile valley. Wo 
followed the path from the gorge to the village of Indikee, and 
halted on the plain immediately in rear of the lieights which the 
72iid Highlanders and 6th Glioorkas stormed on October 6th. It 
was across tins plain that Hie enemy fled ; and, seeing how clear 
it is of all obstacles, one can well understand General Baker’s 
regret that he had not cavalry ready at hand to cut up the retreat- 
ing Afghans. If the nature of the ground had boon better kn own 
to us, the loss of Nek Mahomed’s force would have been much 
heavier. Turning back from Indikee, we retraced our steps 
through the narrow, winclmg streets of the village, perched on the 
steep hillside with a roaring brook running through it, and struck 
the Bamian Pmad. This was followed for three miles into the 
heart of the valley, where nothing but wheat-fields and irrigated 
plots under water, or lying fallow for the plough, was seen. 
Then a bee-line was taken to the break in the hills to the oast^ 
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and afLoi* a good gallop tlio nortliovn auhiirbs of Oabul were 
rcacliod, and LJio road to Sherpur followed until Oaiup was gained. 
Snell villagers as wo bad socu wore quiet eiiougb : and if any 
sopoys Avoiai biddon away, they did not think it worth while to 
risk a shot at the (icneral. Fanaticism seems at present incapable 
of producing a Qiiazi equal to the fear of meeting certain death. 

The dismantlement of the ilala Ilissar has made such rapid 
progress, that witliin the walls the honsos are now in ruins, all 
the beams and wooden supports, jis well as every scrap of timber 
of every kind, being in course of removal to Shorpur. We are 
looking forward to a sevoro winter ; and, however snug our quar- 
ters may be in tlio long ranges of liarracks built here by Sliere 
Ali, there will bo much discomfort, not to say sickness, if firewood 
runs short. There are no forests from which large supplies can bo 
drawn : the hillsides all around being bare rock or shingly deposit 
on which no vegetation can gro^v. 

Some of the largo houses in the Bala Hissar, though now 
deserted and partially demolished, show signs of luxury and com- 
fort which spoalc highly of the pains taken by rich sirdars to enjoy 
life in their own rude way. The palace in which Yakub Kbaa 
lived was furnished luxuriously, no doubt, in his estimation ; 
thick Porsian carpets, bright- coloured ruga and dhurries covering 
the floors ; while English-made tables, sideboards, and chairs 
were ranged side by side with tlie usual Eastern pillows, cushions, 
and rezrils, which are the delight of indolent lonngerB, In one 
small room the coiling was so closely hung with glass chandeliers 
that to move about was to risk a small shower of pendants falling ; 
while the shades for the candles were of such brilliancy in light 
groea and pink that the eflect in the bright sunshine was quite 
dazzling. Pearls and barbaric gold ” there wore none to bo 
seen,— they had been removed for safe-keeping to his father-in- 
law's house in the city, where the ladies of the harem were also 
lodged, — but such gimeraoks as usually light up the houses of the 
poorest chiBscs in England wore not wanting. Cheap pictures in 
common gilded frames, the kind turned out by the thousand in 
Germany, all gaudy colourB and painfully real, were hanging on 
the walls ; while a few well-executed portraits of liussiaii ofScers, 
in full uniform and hedecked with orders, were found scattered 
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about. These were all ueatly framed in wood, and were so well 
got up that most probably they had been presents to Sliero Ali 
from the Embassy, whose slay in Cabul gave rise to such seriouB 
results. One small ])ictare was discovered, which is certainly a 
great enriosityo It is plainly the ’work of an Afghan artist, find 
carries 11s hack to the disastois of 18 -I- 1 ~ 4 ’ 2 , when for a time our 
arms sutrered so serious a reverso. The Ruhjoci of the drawing is 
an Afghan on horseback, in full splendour of gold-braided coat 
of many colours, enormous black Astrakau hat with its character- 
istic cone shape, small black boots pooping out of the white 
drapery of bis -widc'fiowdng trouser, and the silver scabbard of 
his sw'ord dangling at his side- Ilis saddle is gorgeous in rod 
and gold, while the tra])])ings of his chargor are bright wdth 
elaborate gildings The horse is, in the laiigungo of heraldry, 
while his rider sits proudly in the saddle, staring out 
over the wide, wide world with an expression of haughty contc'mpt, 
winch is almost awe-inspiring. On the green foreground, 
which r(‘presGuts llio grassy swarrd of the Cabnl plain, a dog, 
abnormally developed in some particulars, gamljols along, barking 
joyously (if the protrusion of a crimson tongue as ))ig as his head 
means anythingj, and thoroughly enjoying liis master’s triumph. 
What that triumph is has 3 ot to Ije told ! On the flank of the 
horse, and so close as to be in danger of its heels, is the figure 
of a British officer, clad in the old Pandy uniform, with a musket 
at the trail in his band, and crouching in the most abject terror. 
Plis face, that of a boy subaltern, is turned upwards ; wdiilc bis 
eye, full of fear and respect, is w^atching bis Afglian conqueror 
with great intentness. He is at the double, to keep up with the 
horse, and the artist has cle’^^erly depicted in figure and expression 
the humiliation he is undci’goiiig. Nothing could be finer than 
the contrast between the black-bearded Afghan, with his enormous 
pouting lips of a puiq^le tinge, and staring eyes, and the smooth 
boyish face, full of timidity, of the unlucky Briton ho is leading 
captive. We can afford to laugh at the picture, for the 
wheel has come full circle/' and the subject now for an artist to 
draw would be nu English Lancer, perfect in his array as a lily 
of the field, loading captive at his stirrup a typical Afghan (say 
Yakub Khan, for example) with a halter round his neck and clad 
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in all tlio siiiipliclLy of a dhotie, Tlio piciure I have doHcribed 
if} a standing curiosity in Caixiio, and is to bo the niiclGiis of a 
future Cabal Picture Gallery, 

In C{il)nl tlio bottor class of houses allprosont the same apiioar- 
imcG outside : that of high brown mud walls, with one or two 
small doorwa,ys. Nothing can bo more uninviting than these 
snn-baked walls, which, from the Mediterrunoan eastwards, 
always mark the rosidonco of a Mussulman population. But 
within them there is juncli to atone for their forbidding exterior. 
Entering one of tUeso large houses in the J]ala Hisaar some days 
ago, 1 found myself in an inner courtyard full 20 yards square. 
At either o]id were sets of I'ooms with open verandahs in front, 
built of a framework of wood lit ted in witli bricks, and tlien 
carefully plastered over. The lower rooms wore four or live feet 
above the level of the courtyard, and broad lUghta of steps led 
up to tlioiYu If very bit of wood used as supports or for ])arUtioii 
walls bad been carved and fretted with great skill, while the inner 
rooms wore cut ol'f IVora tlio glare outside hy carved Avoodeii 
screens, some of the patterns being extremely pretly. Jiut the 
greatest A\ealLh of ornameuiation had been biviBlied aboA^o, in 
Avhat Avoro the quarters of the Avomon. A haiulsomo Avooclen 
staircase, broad enough for four persons to Avalk abreast, led up 
to these; and once on the higher level the cluuigc from the dull 
hrowii below was quite refreshing. There was the same repeti- 
tion of carved woo(hvoi‘k and open Bcreens ; but the inner Avails 
were gay with frescoes iu every colour, the plaster being coA^ered 
with native designs of scroll-work, filled in Avith birds of startling 
plumage luid floAvers of hues to shaino the rainhoAV. The ceilings 
and cornices Avere >similarly adorned, the latter being set Avith 
mirrors iu long iiarroAV strips of various sizes. The recesses for 
lamps and the lintels of the doors had all shared in the general 
oiiiamontation, and to its inmates the ^encum must have seemed 
a triumph of artistic skill. All was deserted boav, not even a 
door remaining on its hinges. The carved work was smashed 
as if some rockloss soldier had thrust his rifle stock through it; 
tho hits of mirror Avoro starred with stray blows, and the plaster 
had boon broken from the walls as the woodwork had been toi 
aAvay. Tho wood from the staboases leading to the roof, the 
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fiiYonriic evening gossiping place of tlio sirdars, ladies, and 
attendants, had all hccn carried away, and the gaping holes 
throngli whicli the sunlight poured wore elo(jiicnt of desolation. 
And it is a desolation nu3ll deserved, for it was in just such a 
house, wilJi courtyard and plonsant upper rooms (perhaps not so 
cLiboratcly de{^orated, the whitewash C()V(‘riiig ilio hcauiies of tlie 
frescoes) that Cavagnari w^as lodged. The Bala llissar may at 
hist moot with the fate which it deserved, and narrowly escaped, 
when Pollock was master of Cahul in 1842 : and soon not one 
mud wall may remain to stare its neighbour out of (ionuteuancc. 
The largo godowus in the Uj)X)ci’ Fortress are still full of powder 
—nearly 11 million pounds ; but, with this exception, the place 
has been cleared of all its warlike stores. The excavations at 
the Picsideney are still carried on, but the remains of our oflicers 
have not been found. Two English 'watches w^cre unearthed a 
few days ago ; one had stopped at 2.45 p.m., and the other at 
3.15 P.M. 


Nouemher. 

There seems to be an impression gaining ground outside that 
the army here has been rather tardy in its work of vengeance, and 
has not fulfil] ed its mission in so bloodthirsty a way as might 
have been expected. Much, however, has had to bo done in the 
clearing of the Shutargardan, laying in stores for the wunter, and 
making inquiry quietly into the probable intention of the scattered 
regiments. It would not have been advisable to alarm such of 
the Afghan sepoys as had left their homes in Cahul aud tlio villages 
near, aud we have, therefore, hitherto only picked out a few of 
the w^orst characters and hanged them as an encouragement to 
the others.*’ Seeing that no general action was taken in thoroughly 
searching such villages as were close at hand, the disbanded 
Eoldiers have returned in many instances to their homes, and now 
that we have some of the muster-rolls of the regiments in our 
possession, we have suddenly begun to sweep into the net of the 
Military Oommission every ono against whom suspicion exists. 
Plying parties of cavalry are sent out, some with sealed orders, to 
bring in such men as have been marked down by informers eager 
to earn the rew^ards ofiered for the apprehension of guilty persons, 
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and yesterday a swoop was made inio the Chardeli Yalley, only 
two or tlireo miles from Camp. The village of Lidikeo and its 
neigliLoiirs sent out most of their armed men to fight against us, 
and for the last month they have been rovelJing in fancied security, 
in the l)eliof that their misdeeds were unknown. They have just 
hecu rudely awakened from their pleasant dieam. On Friday 
evening tlie 3i'd Sikhs, 5th riinjab Cavalry, and two mountain 
guns of the Kohat liattcry wore warned for service vuth General 
Faker for the morrow, but their destination was kept a secret. 
There are so many channels by which information may leak out 
that if it had boon stated whither they ^Yero bound, some kind 
friends of the Afghans, who are favouiahly received in Camp, 
might have given warning to tlic men whoso lives wore in danger. 
General JBaltor formed np the troops outside the walls of the 
cantonments at dayl)roak yesterday morning, and at once moved 
off through the suburbs of Cabui to the gorge through which the 
rivers enters the city. The road to the loft was taken after 
J3elimai5ung village had been passed just beyond the gorge, and 
the cavalry pushing on formed a cordon round Indikee. In my 
last letter I described the village, which General Itoherts visited 
three days ago. It is commanded fi'om several j)ointa on the liill- 
sido, and at one of these the two guns were posted ready to open 
fire if resistance wore offered. There was, however, no thought 
of fighting : the village was taken quite by surprise, and the 
headmen came out in fear and trcmlfiing as General J3aker and 
the 8rd Sikhs marched up. The headmen were briefly told that 
all sepoys belonging to the Afghan army must bo brought out and 
suxTondered. They were given five minutes to produce the men, 
the threat of a forcible searcli, with, pcrlxnps, worse to follow, 
giving point to the request. In a very few minutes they brought 
forward thirty men, unarmed, and with no uniform on their backs, 
and these wore at once made jxriaoners. The General had a list 
ill which the names of certain sepoys known to be in Indikee 
wcro entered : and, upon calling this over, several were found to 
bo missing. The maliks explained thnt twenty-two sepoys were 
absent in various directions, and promised faithfully to bring them 
into Slierpur when they should return. This promise was accepted, 
and the disarmament of the village then began. The orders were 
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that all arms, even to the knivoB so commonly Avoni by Afghans, 
should be laid nt the door of every house before our sc[)oys 
entered. This ^vas done, the udiole place being di\idcd into three 
parts : two companies of Sikhs woi’e sent to each section to collect 
the weapons. 'WTierover the aims w^cre not before the doors the 
houses were searched, anci in such a manner that but few weapons 
could remain liiddou. Iiidikee having made itself so particularly 
obnoxious, was further punished hy a fine of 1,300 inauiids of 
grain and 300 loads of bhoosa heing levied upon it. This quantity 
of grain and forage was ordered to bo delivered in Sborpur within 
a week, and two headmen w^ere talien as hostages for the due 
fulfilment of the bargain. In case of their failing ||to carry out 
the order, the village will he burnt to the ground. Other villages 
which had shared in the guilt of Indikee wore then visited, and 
eighteen more Afghan soldiers taken, kfany of these belong to 
the Herat regiments, and answered to their names wdicn called 
upon. They Ml into rank at the word of command; and, when 
right about face ” was called out, preparatory to marching hack 
to JSherpur, obeyed with alacrity. All the arms talven Avero 
humbly carried into camp b^^ the villagers, escorted by our sepoys 
and howarSj much to the edification of such Cahulis as were met 
upon the road. The raid w^as altogether a very successful one : 
cad if all the tow^era in the OhanLoh Valley are blown up as a 
pendant to the excursion, the villagers will have hcoii taught a 
severe lesson. To-day the maliks, true to their word, brought 
in between twenty and thirty sepoys, many of the latier marching 
quietly in, and surrendering themselves as calmly as if they were 
our owui soldiers wiio had overstayed their leave and expected a 
slight punishment. What their fate is likely to he, appears IVom 
the result of the sitting of the Military Commission to-day. 
Sixteen prisoners were brought up, and eleven of these will he 
hanged to-morrow morning. Five poor wretches, klialassies 
belonging to the Ai’tillery, ^vero released, as there \vas nothing to 
inculpate them. Wc seem at last to have got hold of certain 
sepoys who were concerned in the first outbreak in the Bala Hissai*. 
They do not attempt to conceal their names, or those of the 
regiments to which they belong, and hear their sentence of death 
as stoically as if each man were a Spartan, It makes one ex- 
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asperated to see the rank and tile of these wretches bein^" marched 
off to execution, while their leaders are still at large, and bat few 
of the Cabal rabble have 1)ocn brongdit to account. One grows 
sick of lianging ton common men a day ; and there is already a 
talli of an amnesty being shorLly proclaimed — only ringleaders and 
certain marked men holiig excepted. There will he no diHiculty, 
I imagine, iji the future in capturing a few score sepoys if the 
executions have to he begun over again, as the muster-rolls give 
very fully the iiainoa and residences of the sepoys. The rolls are 
framed somewhat on the Indian pattern, and are fairly complete. 
One is the crack regiment, called the Asnidcr Ilogiment,’’ and 
these men are still at large -with good rifles in their hands. 
Perhaps they may have courage enough to die as soldiers, fighting 
openly, rather than come to an cud on the scaffold. 

Wc arc unhappy in our minds as to our winter line of com- 
mnnicatioiis, our hopes of the road to Guudamak being secured 
by the mcoLing of General Maephorson’s and General Charles 
Gough’s forces having suddenly dropped below y^ero. It is difficult 
to understand what has occurred : hut the most important step in 
our recent operations has certiiinly been neutralized in some way. 
Whether it is divided authority, — General rioborts on the Cahul 
side beizig unable to give orders to General Bright on the Gun- 
damak line bo long as the latter remains senior in army rank, — or 
some local Gxigciicy, is not at all clear; but this much is only too 
plainly evident, thab the force under General Charles Gough, after 
joining hands with our brigade at Kata Sung, four miles west of 
Jugdiilluck, has fallen back upon JugduUuck, while General 
Maepherson has marched down the Tezin river to the Lughmau 
country. Consequently we have been cut off again from the 
Khyher Force for several days, We are most anxious to ensure 
the safety of our postal and telegraphic line through the belt of 
mountains which shuts us off from our reinforcom(3nts if we chance 
to need them. Besides, we are anxious to send our sick and 
wounded hack to India beforo the full rigour of winter comes upon 
thorn here ; and, with sno'vv likely to fall early in December, there 
is not much time to spare. General Maepherson, on his part^ has 
crossed the Cahul river at a point where, it is said^ a pile-bridge 
could be easily built, and has explored the Lughrtian Valley at 
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its western end. Sliorincss of supplies is given ns liis reason for 
leaving Kata Sung. Pie has found a good road running for 
30 or 40 miles over nearly a hill country; hut whether it will he 
of service is quite another matter, which may be dealt with when 
we ha\c one route open. Tlae troops with him are needed here, 
as one or two local punitive expeditions have to be sent out ; and 
he has therefore been recalled. The Luttabimd route is to bo 
adopted as the one best calculated to he folluued to Jngdulluckj 
and the Pioneers will he left behind to make it practicnble, Bhist- 
ing powder is 1)eing sent up to the Kotal, and the w’ork will, it is 
thought, soon be accomidishcd. In the meantime, General TIngh 
Gough has left Sherpur to arrange for all the 27osts between 
Lutiahund and Jugdulluck being held. There was no opposition 
to the adAunce from Gun dam ak beyond a few shots bred by a knot 
of men near Jngdulluck; the only damage they inflicted Avas the 
Avounding of one of the Guides’ horses. 


12th Noremher. 

The last feAv days have ])een remarkable for the trial and execu- 
tion of no less than forty- nine prisoners, early all of whom Avore 
sepoys belonging to the Herat regiments Avbioli attacked the 
licsideney. As already mentioned, General Balcer captured forty- 
eight men in the Chai’deh Aullages in his excursion of the 8th ; 
and others Avero brought in by the headmen in fulfilment of their 
promise. In all, eighty-nine Avere tried by the Military Commission ; 
and of these, eleven, tAvonty-eight, and ten Avere hanged on the 
10 th, 11th, and 12th instant. Thu remainder at ore released, as 
they were able to give a fairly satisfactory account of themselves, 
two only being retained, as they have promised to lead our search 
parties to Aullages where men aro still lying hidden. These tAA^o 
men were to have been hanged this morning, and Avere only 
rejjrieved at the last moment. Every opportunity was given 
to these Afghan sepoys to explain their actions, and such lame 
stories as Avere invented Avere easy of disproof. Their maliks 
stated Avhat men AA^erc absent from the Aillages, and Avb ether they 
Avere Avith their regiments, or away at distant points during Sep- 
tembor and October. The muster-rolls in our possession showed 
the rank and regiment of the men, and in no case did the prisoners 
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deny their identity. Such as were rolcasod were either poor 
wretches like gixn- hhalassies, or sepoys, who could show that 
they wore nowhere near Cahn] from Septemher 1 st to October 8 th, 
and could not consequently have shared in the attack upon the 
Embassy, the battle of Charasia, or the light on the Cabul Heights. 
These wdiolosalo exccuiions were mainly intended as a punishment 
to such as disregarded the Proclamation issued at Zergliun Shahr 
by General lloberts on October 3rd, and it is now thought an 
example, severo enough, has been made. The Afghan army, or 
such of it as exists, must see Unit we were thoroughly in earnest 
in threatening with death all who chose to appear as rebels against 
the then Amij*, in wdioso name we uere advancing. Of course the 
instant men came in and sniTcndorccl, putting themselves at our 
mercy, tho task of hanging them became a very ungracious one 
— if they had only heoii guilty of contesting an advance. To-day, 
therefore, an amnesty waiR issued, under which all of this latter 
class were pardoned on condition of surrendering their arms. 
The following is the full text of the amnesty : — 


rilOCJiAHATION OF NOVEWBKR 1879. 

To all whopi it may concern. On tho 12th of October a Pro- 
clamation was issued, in \vhich T offered a reward fpr the sur- 
render of any persoiiB who had fought against the British troops 
since tho 3 rd of Beptemher, and had thereby become rebels against 
the Amir Yakub Khan, 1 have now^ received infonnation which 
tends to show that some at least of those who shared in the 
opposition encountered by the ]3ritish troops during their 
advance on Cahul, w^gj’O led Lp do so liy a belief that the Amir 
was a prisoner in my camp, and had called uppn the soldiery and 
people of Gabnl to rise on his behalf. Such persons, although 
enemioB to the British Goyermnpnt, were not rebels against their 
own soYcrcig]|, apd the great British Government does not seek 
for vongcaiiOG against enemies who no longer resist. It may he 
that few only of those who too]?: up arms were thus led aw^ay by 
the statement of evil-minded men, but rather than punish tho 
innocent with the guilty, I am willing to believe that all "were alike 
deceived. On behalf of the British Government, therefore, I 
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proclaim a free aucl comi)loLc amnesty to all persons who havo 
fonglit against the Liiti&li troops since the 3rcl of September, 
provided that they uo\v gi\6 up any arms in tlioir j)ossGbhion and 
return to their homes. The offer of reward for the Burrejidor of 
such poisons is no^v ^^ithdrawn, and they will not, for the fLiiiiio, 
be molested in any way on account of thoii' opposition to llio 
British advance. But it must be clearly understood that the 
benefit of this amnesty does not extend to any one, ivhcther 
soldier or civilian, who was concerned, directly or indircctl}^ in 
the attack upon the Residency, or avIio may hcroaftor bo found 
in possession of any property belongiug to uiemborB of the 
Embassy. To sucli persons no mercy will be shown. Burthor, 
I hold out no promise of pardon to those wdio, well knowing- the 
Amir’s position in the British camp, instigated the troojis and 
people of Cahul to take up arms against the British troops. They 
ha\e been guilty of wilful rebellion agn in st the A mil’s authority, 
and they will be considered and treated as rebels wherever they 
may be found.” 

It was not to be expected that clemency would be extended to 
such men as joined in the actual attack upon the rLCsidoncy, or to 
the leaders, who mibled the sepoys afterwards, by declaring that 
the Amir was an unwilling prisoner in our hands, and was calling, 
from his cajitivity, upon all time IMussalmans to resist the British, 
and to release him from the hands of Ids own and his country’s 
enemies. As W'e have had daily to w^atch the string of men 
passing along under escort to the Bala Eissar, many a keen 
regret has been fait that leaders like Nek 3\Iahomed and 
Kushdil Khan have not been in their ranks. The demean- 
our of the men hanged has, in all cases, been one of stolid 
indifference : they accepted their fate as a Jiiuttor of course, 
and, when surrounded by the hayoneis of the Highlanders, 
tried to keep up a semblance of soldierly bearing, by inarching 
in time and keeping shoulder to shoulder. But that one re- 
members the bitter treachery we have come to punish, and 
can almost look down from the foot of the scaffold into the pit 
in which the bodies of our brave Guides are lying, one might 
feel pity for the wretches whose fanaticism has put their heads 
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into the nooyo. There were no extra precautious taken, even 
when twoniy-eight men hah to ho hangod; a small guard of 
fifty moil uiulor a cominissioncd ofilcor was told otf from one of 
the British veginioiits, and the prisoners were marohed otf in 
the usual way. They apparently never thought of attempting 
to escape \ and Cabul is so cowed by the military law it is 
now enjoying, that its rabble po]nilation has not spirit enough 
left to cry a roscue.'’ Nothing can he quieter than the city, 
which lias always heon so notorious for hlooclsliccl and tur- 
hulonco : the shadow of the scaffold is over it, and not one 
among the ruffians who throng its narrow streets, and hide in its 
filthy purlieus, but feels its inilueiice. They have hitherto traded 
upon our kuawn weakness — ilio worship of tlie quality of mercy, 
— and it is only now that they understand the now principle of 
rotrilmtion wo have introduced into our policy- Like Pollock, 
General llaberts might have destroyed their bazaar and left Gabul 
to its fate ; hut whether we withdraw again or not, there will he 
the tale of lives taken by our hangmen still to he counted over in 
the city and the villages ; and who knows yet wliat powerful names 
may not top the list ? 

The work of the Special Goramissioii dealing with the Massacre 
and intrigues of the Ministers Ims so far progressed, that, in a 
few days, I boliovc, the report will bo ready. Each of the mem- 
bers — Colonel Maegregor, Br. Bellow, and ffyat Khan — is writing 
a report ; and from the throe will ho framed a final one, to be 
submitted to the Government, with such recommendations as 
General Koborts and his advisers may deem fit to make. The 
chief in tore st, of course, attaches to the Amir, whoso fate now 
hangs in the balance. That he will at least he deported to India 
seems beyond doubt. What punishment will he meted out to the 
Mustaufi, the Wazir, Yaliiya Khan, and Zakariah Khan, cannot 
of course bo estimated ; but if the evidence against them of 
inciting the rebel regiments to continue in arms is at all clear, 
they ought certainly not to be spa]‘ed. They see day by clay how 
unyielding we are in carrying out the work we have undertaken; 
and, if guilty, they must uneasily count their beads while calcu- 
lating the chances of ultimate escape. The amnesty is so framed 
that they do not at present come within its scope, and they cannot 
tell the exact evideuco which has boon forthcoming as to their 
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mtrigues. They are closely guarded, and all access to them will 
bo forbidden until their sentence is prououiiced. There is one 
prisoner in the row of tents where our captives arc confined who 
is to be treated to-morrow to the sunut punishment of fifty lashes, 
and his case is a peculiar one. When the Ghilzais and their allies 
wore investing the Hhutargardan, Colonel IMoiiey received ajirfjah 
who proposed certain terms Mhieh 1 have before cliarnctorized aa 
absurd. The tri])0S proposed, first, tlmt the force then in Bhutar- 
gardan should retire to Ali Khcyl, the Ghilzais finding eairiage 
for their stores and giving hostages as a guaiautec of good faith* 
This was declined, and they then inade a similar proposition, 
giving Kusluns the destination of the troops instead of Ali JGioyl, 
On this also being rejected, Iho jh\c/a]i said that on promise of 
payment of two lakhs of rnpeos they would disperse the tjibes. 
This was laughed at by Colonel Money and i)r. Ecllow, and the 
jirgah were dismissed. One Ghilzai chief, losing his temper, 
said : — Very well, to-morrow morning wo will come and cut all 
your throats/’ This paifc of the did not come olf, 

and this man had afterwards the audacity to come into Camp 
here, no doubt to see how wo w ere progressing. He was recognized 
and arrested, and to-morrow he will be sent back to his tribe wtTI 
scored with tbe lash. Ho will, perhaps, use greater discretion in 
future. While ou this matter of the Shutargardau investment, 
it is worth mentioning that one section of the tribes has ])eGn 
punished in a manner that may rather asioniHli tJioir chiefs. 
When it was bolie-sod that the telegrajih line would l)e perma- 
nently laid to Cabnl from AlilOieyl, large quantities of timber were 
purchased from local mallksj one section (the jMiincd Klie^ds, I 
believe) supplying Rs. 6,000 worth. Tiny had been 2 )aid half 
this sum ; but as they broke faith by joining the other tribesmen 
during the late disturhaiicos, General Roberts has sanctioned the 
confiscation of the Es, 3,000 still due to them. This will bo a 
heavy fi-ue, and is a ready mode of punishing them. The cost of 
laying the line from Ali Rlieyl westwards to within a few miles of 
Dobundi was over Es. 20,000, and nearly all the wire and posts 
have been carried off ])y the Inllmen — a <ioh‘tly experiment to us, 
which it is to be hoped will not be repeated. 

AVo are now rejoicing in the probable openingof the roaclfrom here 
to Jngdulluck, as arrangements have been made by General Hugh 
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Ooiigh for tlio gYiiTLsoiiiiig of the posts. Oar quarters in barracks 
arc not quite ready, and sucdi n, SLiddc]i access of cold as that now 
cxpericucGd is diilicult to witlistaiid in tlio light tents our men 
]mvo to live in. Yesterday tliore were signs from the early morn- 
ing tliat some change was tlireatoning, the sun being obscured by 
a lia^^o which, in the eyes of the natives, meant snow. Late in 
the afternoon one of the local Icluik-lxuU^ or sniali dust-storms, 
swept over Camp, andtlns was followed by light rain, just suiricient 
to lay the dust. A groat fall of tonijjerature occurred, which 
drove ns to seek the waiantli of poshteens and over-coats, and just 
before sunset sleet begaii to drift down, Jfor about an hour it fell, 
not very lieavily liowover, and soon the whole cantonment was 
whitened over. The hills fibout wore all obscured by light clouds, 
which closc'd down ripoii the plain, and we began to foar heavy 
snow would fall, hortuiiatoly, however, for our comfort, it cleared 
up soou after six o’clock ; but a sharp frost sot in, and the night 
was bitterly cold, water froc/n'ng oven in our tents. To-day the 
sky was as blue and clear as in June, and the frozen sleet soon 
disappeared as the sun shone out. In sheltered places little 
patches of white are still seen, while the Pughman mounlahiB 
arc covered with snow. An early and severe winter is expected 
from this suddo]i change, although it is possible two or three weeks 
of bright genial simshino mtiy still be in store for us before the 
real winter Ruow-fall covers the country. A flying column, made 
up from (Jcuoral JJaker’s brigade, was to have started for Ghazni 
on the 15Lh, Goneral Ilo])erta in person accompanying it; but it 
is probable that tlie expedition will now be postponed. It would 
involve great hardships to march troops between 80 and 90 miles 
exposed to slcot and snow storms ; and as the chief object of the 
journey would bo to secure food and forage, other nieains may, 
perhaps, be found to gain the end in view. The proclainatioa of 
an amnesty will give confidence to villagers at a distance, who may 
now be tempted to bring in supplies. 

There has not been much excitement in Camp apart from the 
news of a skirmiBli at Doaba, in which the 67tii had, at last, a 
chance of distinguishing themselves. Wo shall only gain partL 
oulars of this little fight, which has cost us four Idllecl and five 
wounded, when General Maepherson comes in on the 14th. 
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CHAPTEE XII. 


Winter Siipiilies^ — The Ferago Pifticnlly — Lack of (hvlli/ed AiipliaiiccH ami Irn'entiuiis 
(Jom]>T’Oi)' 3 CLl Ilay—Tlic f^ick Convoy for India — Alleged AtrooiLies — The lnc|iii)'y 
into Dr. Dourke’a Btatcinent— An Exaggerated 1)0*50 rip ti on of the (Jlnarasia Ihittlc- 
fiold — Ceneiul ]\Iacpliori 5 ou\«i Evciusiou to Tagno — Attitude of I lie Satis — Slicve 
Ali’s AlilUuiy Hoad along the N'ovtheru Lank of tiie Ualail Iliver — The Skirniisli 
at Doaba — Narroiv Escape of Captain Doule’a Coinx^any — Defeat of tiie Salih. 

vSnERDURj Novemhtw 

TnE fall of sleot on tlie Gveniiip; of the llfcli led ub to believe tliat 
severe weather miglit be scLLing in; but, to onr surprise, the sanio 
genial days ^Yllicll delighted ns before have returned ; and after 
throe sharp nights, in which a eheerful hre in a walled huilding 
would have been very AVolcoinf3, wo are hoping ihat winter wdll 
Sparc US further inclemency at leastj for two or three weeks. The 
Ghazni expedition may, 1 think, ho looked upon as ahaudoned ; 
an<I we arc trusting to local sii'dars to bring ns in the large supplies 
of forage wiiich w^G Avere going out to seek. Advances in hard 
cash are made to these men, so that they may go out with the 
practical evidence of our willingness to buy up all the hhoom in 
tho country, and from Daoud Shah downwards they promise us 
great things in tho way of supplies. As I said in a late letter, 
the question of forage is tho most pressing, as, once tho ground is 
covered with snowg the scanty supply of grass which now comes iu 
will be entirely cut off. From Kohistan, the Logar and Chardeh 
Talleys, and the villagea in the Cabul plain eastwards to Butkhak, 
we have drawn some thousands of mauuds ; but with the horses 
of tho 9th Lancers, throe native regiments, and two batteries of 
Artillery, as w’ell as the mules of two mountain batteries, to be kept 
in good condition, and all the transport animals to be fed, tho con- 
sumption is enormous. Pressed hay would be worth its weight in 
silver if we could only get it hero ; but, of course, we might as 
well long for sea-coal fires. One sees much 'written of what ought 
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to bo {-lone by armies advaaoing from India into Afghanistan, and 
the slowness of our marches is sometimes cribieijsed very rabidly ; 
but the critics S(3em to forgot that we have no railways upon our 
lines of communication, and that wc arc asked to make wnir in 
almost as rude a way as the barbaric hordes which swept to and 
from India centuries ago. Jhirriiig our weapons and aunnunition 
— and even here wo have be on sorvod with Gatlmg guns that will 
not work — we have Init the old means of advance : the camels, 
mules, and ponies, which have Leon timedronoured carriers since 
the days of Alcxnndor \ and we have them in such small numbers, 
that the loss of oven 100 is a serious matter. We feed thorn as 
tho old warriors fed their beasts of burden — on such corn and 
forage as we can got ; but whoroLis they appropriated every iiiaund 
that was Lobe found, and aslcod no questions, wc pay exorbitant 
jnices, dealing ns traders, and not as conquerors, with the pcojde. 
Civilii^ation him don{i this much, that it has shown there arc wap? 
hy which forage for a month can bo carried in so small a compass 
that it is but little encumbrance ; but wo reap no benelii from tbe 
discovery, and a]‘o thrown into a by-no-mcaiis fertile country to do 
as best we can with such supplies as may be forthcoming. The 
very liackorios which ply along the road from Jhelum to dumrood 
groan out reproaches against tlie civilization which 2 )Grmils them 
to linger out iheir lives ; and every grass-cutter’s pony, half hidden 
hy his huge bundle of w^orthless strawq or bnrnt-up grass, kicks 
against tho ahsurd prides vvliich force him to do as his ancestors 
did — fetch and carry bulky loads of which ho himself eats nearly 
half. Wc could do mighty deeds, and march mighty distances, 
were it not that our transport equipment is usually — an unknown 
quantity, wdiich can never he relied upon. In tho morning x may 
equal the cquivaloih of 10,000 camels ; in tho evening it may be 
9,500 ; after six months’ campaigning it may be 500. Wo have 
not merely to forage for the chargers of our fighting men — we 
have to feed the very animals \vhich carry the forage, and carry it 
often in its bulkiest form. If we had merely to do the latter, we 
might trust to tho country, especially where tho local baggage 
animals are used for carriage. A Cavalry Brigade that could 
carry its own forage — and such a brigade could be created if 
advantage were taken of the principle which reduces bulk to one- 
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tweiitictli or oven less — ^vould be so powerful an aid to an 
adYauciug forces that delays would bo almosL unknown. There 
would be no (iuestio]!, as there is now, of soiidiug back rcgLinGiits 
to pasturing -grounds ; there would bo the moans of sustaining 
them aiwa 3 ^s at hand. A pony that now carries a load which a 
horse can oat in a day, could carry food for twenty daj^s. A 
trooper could strap his forage to his saddle as he now does 
his gram-bag. Wo might take many a hint from the nomads 
of Central Asia — perhaps the horsemou who can travel long 
distances, niid keep tlioir horses always equal to the work, better 
than an}" other race in the wan'ld. The Turcoman carries wdtii 
him, in the ingenious shape of small balls of food, such con- 
centrated nourishment, that his horse never flags in a sixty-railo 
ride ; and if ho can do this in his own rude way, and ho indo- 
pendent of p^assing supplies, we, with elaborate hay-prosses and 
chemical processes, might surely j^ut ourselves at least on his 
level. I have been led into this dissertation chiefly by reason of 
the proposed splitting up of our cavalry brigade. It is said that 
the l“2tli Bengal Cavalry will probably remain for the winter in 
tbe Jellalabad Valley, where forage is fairly plentiful; and it is 
also possible that another cavalry regiment will bo scut fronr our 
camp here to join them. We all regret that the cavalry \vhicli 
has been with us during the march upon Cahul should have to he 
sent back even for three or four mont/hs ; and yet what can be 
done? 150,000 maunds of hlioosa (chopped straw) is the estimate 
made hy the Commissariat Department of the quantity of forage 
required from the 1st of November to the end of March, and wo 
have only" gathered in between 15,000 and 20,000 maiinds. The 
deficiency' is so great that, unless the sirdars we are now employing 
as purchasing agents keep their pledges, our cavalry must starve or 
be sent hack. Besides, we liave been busy in providing the army 
with several hundred ijaboos as transport animals. These yahoos 
will have to be fed during the winter, in addition to the mnlos and 
camels wo brought up with us from Ali Kheyl ; there were not 
many certainly, for W’O did wonders in the way of removing with 
little carriage. It may seem trifling, with passing events, to grow 
eloquent upon so dry a subject as hay ; but in warfare, such as 
we are engaged in, cavalry are so indisiDon sable, that their position 
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slioiikl 1)0 fiiirly roprosentod. We bear of bay-presses being made 
for UiG Candaliar Force, but wo do not want to be encumbered 
with these. Could not the forage, ready compressed, be sent to us 
without furLber trouble ? 

The convoy of side and wounded, which left Sherpur to-day, 
was made up of fifty- two Europeans, sovent^^-two native soldiers 
and followers, and eight ofTicers. There wore also a number of 
time-expired men, and a sufiicient escort was sent to take care of 
the convoy as far as ilutkbak, whence the F2th Bengal Cavalry 
and the 2Sth Native Infantry will ho detailed to see them through 
the moautaiiious country lying between the Cabul plain and the 
Jcllahibad Yalley. All tbo elephants here have also been scut 
away to General Bright’s force, as wo are not likely to want them 
until the spring, and they would have probably died olf when the 
snow came. The convoy will do the distance to PeshaAVur by easy 
marches, and every precaution will be taken against possible 
attacks in the Passes that have to he gone through. The sick 
have not been sent away a day too soon, as the cold nights here 
ai*e very trying to weakly men. The hospital quarters in the bar- 
racks are now ready, and are very comfortable. Such invalids as 
arc only suffering from slight ailments are now in the rooms, the 
strong mud walls of which set at defiance the' cold which pene- 
trated so easily the thin canvas of the tents. 

Further examination of the Luttabund route has shown that a 
good road can ho made with very little trouble, the difficult bits 
near the ICoial being avoided by a slight diversion. Scarcely any 
blastiiig will be needed, and as this kind of skilled labour is 
generally very protracted and tirosoino, the saving of much 
valuable time is a great consideration, 'riie Pioneers will bo 
enabled to return to Sherpur to finish their lines and to carry out 
such defensive works on the Bomaru Heights as may he thought 
necessary. Those works will probably be on a large scale, so fai* 
as the general design goes ; but the immediate work to be done 
will be the building of block-houseB, or towers, whei’c the picqiiets 
can be posted under shelter from the (sold wind which sweeps 
across the ridge. Three or four tents are paw pitched on the 
heights ; but it is very trying, especially for native troops, to do 
sentry-go in such an exposed spot. An enemy would scarcely 
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vfiituro to attack the Camp from tlie north, as they would have to 
cross a level, plain, on which the cavalry would have them 

at Ihcir mercy. The shallow Wazirahad lake, bordered by 

marshy ground, shuts in this plain to the north, a spur from the 
Pughmau range again bounding the lake still further to tlic nortli. 
The maidan is now ixsed as a polo-ground, or for giving our horses 
a gallop ; ^vhilo the lake aiibrds wild-fowl shooting for sportsmen 
lucky enough to have guns and cartridges. 

There has not been much to excite us in Camp lately, except 
Wo slight shocks of earthquake yesterday ; and as the executions 
have for the present ceased, there scorns falling ui:>on us that fatal 
period of inactivity which always follows successful movements 
against an enemy who runs aw^ay after the first brush. But one 
unpleasant incident has occurred, and It has hecii made the most 
of. We have had a Court of Inquiry, and the subject thereof has 
been notliing loss than ''atrocities.'’ In a letter from the cor- 
respondent of the Civil and MiUtary (hc^elte appeared a para- 
graph in which " a noble corps ” was said to iiave disgraced itself 
by burning alive the wounded Afghans left behind by their friends 
on the Charasia Heights. The paragraph implied, from the con- 
text, that the 72ncl Highlanders had been guilty of this cruelty; 
but, on inquiry being made, Dr. Bourko, the correspondent of the 
Lahore paper, said that, although he had not named the regiment, 
it w’as the men of the 5th Ghoorkas who had burned the Afghan 
wounded. This was the first General Eoherts had hoard of any 
such occurrence, as Dr. Bourke had made no report on the sub- 
ject, although he had drawn a highly-coloured picture of the scene 
in his letters. The General at once ordered a court to assemlile 
and to take evidence, not merely to clear the good name of the 
72nd, but to investigate the charge against the Ghoorkas. 17io 
President of the Court was Major Pratt, of the 5Lh Punjab 
Infantry. Being a closed court, it has not, of course, transpired 
what evidence was taken ; but I believe the following are the facts 
of tlie cases of cruelty said to have taken place. When the 
heights were cleared by the general rush of General Bidder’s trooq)s, 
the Afghans left their dead on the ground as well as several men 
wounded at close quarters. A Ghoorka was seen stooping near 
one of the latter ; and when Dr. Bourke, with the ambulance, 
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camo up, it vcfiH fomicl that the Afgluiu, who had hccii shot 
throng^h the hreast and almost diseiiihoA^el](xl by a bayonet thrust 
or slash from a kookrie, had had liis clothes set on fire. A box of 
matchcH was lying near the body. The man was in extrrmiSj and 
was said to he inscjisihlo ; and by Dr. JJourko’s orders a Enropoan 
soldier shot him through the head. Another Afghan lying near 
had also his white elotliiiig smouldering, and he was shot in a 
similar way. ddus seems to be the plain truth about the affair, 
which has been cxnggeratod into the wholesale burning alive of 
wounded men. The Ghoorkas know the superstitious dread 
among Mussulmans of any part of their body being destroyed 
after death ; and, on the face of it, there is the probability of a 
lighted match having l)oon a])i)lied to the elotlies of men seemingly 
dead, in order to send their souls to perdition. The passions of 
the Ohoorkas have also boon highly inflamed l)y a story wliich 
reached Ali Kheyl from Cabnl, that a Ghoorka, with the Guides’ 
escort, was led through the city streois with his face blackened, 
was iiorrihly tortured, and afterv/ards h aimed alive. They l)elioved 
fervently in this story, and, as 1 have said, they may have thought 
to kill the Afghans in tho next world as well as this. No one in 
the force would seek to he an apologist for such cruel acts as 
huniing alive, tleliherately and systematically, the wounded men 
of an enemy even so cruel as are the Afghans ; but the reflections 
cast upon tho 72ml Highlanders and upon General Doherts himself, 
as letting such acts go unpunished, are as unjust as they are absurd. 
The (Jciuu’al knew nothing whatever of the incidcut until his 
attention was called bo it in the newspapers, and his action then 
was prompt enough. I understand that he has now called upon Dr, 
Bourkc to give his reasons for not reporting the matter of&eially. 

lO/fe November* 

Yesterday Sir Frederick Eoberts and Brigadier- General Baker 
redo over to Bntkhak, whore Brigadier-General Maepherson is 
encamped after his late excursion in the Tagmo country. There 
have been so many movements of troops in the Onbul plain lately, 
that, the only escort the General thouglit it necessary to take with 
him was six sowars of the 5th Punjab Cavalry. Since the first 
brigade marched to Bntkhak on the instant, the villagers in the 

L 2 



148 The Afghan IVar, 1879 — 80 . 

plain and in tlio lower Logar Vail cy^ which rans clown ffom the 
Saiig-i-Nawishta defile, have seen small parties of cavalry con- 
stantly on the move backwards and forwards, and within the last 
few days have walched the 2drd Pioneers encamped on the hanks 
of tlie Logar and the long convoy of side and wounded march 
along on the way to India. There have been so many evidences of our 
presence, that any nnruly tribesmen or disbanded se])oys have wisely 
kept very qniet. The road may he considered safe, even for a solitary 
traveller ; the telegraph wire has hitlierto heen scrupulously re- 
spected ; and our foraging parties have never heen molested. 

We w'ere, of course, anxious to learn some particulars of the 
late skirmish, in wliich a company of the G7th luid come to close 
quarters with the Sads ; and, leaving the invalid camp, we passed 
up to the head-quarters of the 1st Brigade near the village walls. 
Sir Frederick lioberts heard the details of the affiiir from Greneral 
Maepherson as well as an account of the work done by the Brigade 
in opening up cummunicutioii with the KUybor Force. 1 may 
here incidentally state that Sir F. Fmherts has now received the 
local rank of Lieutenant-G-eiieral, and commands all the troops in 
Eastern Afghanistan, Juinrood being the point in the Pcshawur 
direction to which his power of control extends. Some severe 
strictures have heen passed upon those who have hitherto had 
the supreme control of the force operating from Pcshawur, aud 
the answer given to these is that General Bright’s advanced 
Brigade was a hying column,” If that were so, how was it that 
it took Bventy-four days to ^‘'fly ” from Jellalahad to Kata Sung, a 
distance of about sixty miles ? Surely its wings must have been 
clipped by Transport or Commissariat scissors, in which case it 
would cease to he a hying column at all, aud would drop down to 
the lower level of a sedate brigade moving two and a half miles a 
day, sleeping comfortably in tents, and living on tbo fat of the 
land. But in that case there should have been su])plies sufficient 
to have justiiicd the stay of the troops at Kata Sung, and so to 
have secured the road. General Macplieraon had of course no 
supplies with his force, as everything is being gathered into 
Sherpur for the winter ; and he could not stay at Kata Hung, but 
had to try and find food north of the Cuhul river. Here ac(5ord- 
ingly came in the story of the reconnaissance northward into 
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Tagao and of ilie collision with the Safis. The bed of the Ca])iil 
river lies a1)ont ten miles north of Kata Sung, Sei Eaba^ and the 
Luttal)niicl KotaZ, its direction being due cast and west. From 
the vast pile of mountains which shut out the (Jabul plain 
from Gundamak high spurs run down tovwirds the river, and 
among these the Tozin stream, with two or three small tributaries, 
finds its way. When Ocnioj’al Macpluwson found that the force he 
Lad coino to meet at Kata Sung had AvithdruAvn, he turned off to 
the noith, and proceeding down the Led of the Tezin stream for 
six or seven miles, reached the banks of the Gabuh Tie encamped 
at Sirobi, and on the 8tb, resolved to cross the river to the village 
of Nagbloo, on the opposite baidi, two miles higher up. The natives 
had reported that a good road was in existence on the northern side 
of the Cabu] from that point, and that it had been regularly used as 
the military convoy route he tween Cabul and Jellalabad, General 
Macpliorsoii found, without much dilficulty, a ford over the Oabul, 
which is liGi’C a stream with a strong current travelling very rapidly 
on account of the descent of 4,000 feet, uhich the river makes from 
Cabul to dcllalabad. Like all fords, however, in the Cahul river, 
this crossing-placo was found to have i1 s dangers, the least divergence 
from the narrow roadway— if the word can be used where there 
is no dry land — plunging men and horses into deep water. The 
fatal experiouce of the 10th Hussars at Jellalaljad last spring was 
remembered, and ropes wore stretched across the stream by which 
tlio men were guidoik This marked the road to be taken and 
minimized the danger. On tlie evening of the 8th half the force had 
crossed to Naghloo without any accident, except that Lieutenants 
Forbes and Maegrogor, of the 92nd ITighlanders, acting as orderly 
officers to the Gonorai, were swept away by the current. By a little 
hard swimming they managed to reach the haulc again. The troops 
bivouacked without tents. On the following day a reconnaissance 
was made from Naghloo eastwards, towards the Lughman country, 
Lieutenant Manners Smith, Assistant Quartermaster-General, 
going out with a few cavalry to examine the district. The orders 
given to the troops wore not to fire upon any of the local tribesmen, 
unless the latte)- first opened fire ; and this order was rigorously car- 
ried out. Working down on the left bank of the Oabul, a hotal was 
gained eight or ten miles from Camp, from which a splendid view of 
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the Lughman Valley waa ol)taiiiccL There was a track right 
through this, and this was undoubtedly the road used by the laie 
Hhcro Ali for his military convoys. It seemed to traverse an almost 
level country ; and exce2)t that to use it would involve two ])riclgGS 
— one near Naghloo and the other at Jellalabad, — there can be no 
question that it ■would be lar easier than via JugdnllucJc, Gniida- 
mak, and Futtehabad. The country, ho ever, north of the Cabal 
is known to be inhabited by Satis — converted Kafirs, whose 
fanaticism exceeds that of almost an^^ other Maliomedaus. 
Tagao, in which they live, boasts of several fertile valleys, 
watered by the Panjhliir, Tagao, and Uzbin rivers, and might 
furnish sui^plies if the people could he reduced to ohedienco. 
Their chief is one Usman Khan/' a noted robber ; and of the temper 
of his followers wc have already had an example- When the 
reconnoitring party wore looking into the Lnghinan V^alloy, some 
seventy Sahs, all armed ^nth jhczails and swords, appeared a few 
hundred yards oF, and threatened to attack the troops if they 
proceeded further into their country. As they did not open fire, 
no notice was taken of their threats, and Lieutenant Smith 
returned to Naghloo in peace. On the next day, tho lOtb, a 
foraging party of one company of the G7th Foot, under Captain 
Poole, was ordered to march np the Cahnl river to a village some 
six or seven miles to the west of Naghloo. This village is in 
close proximity to Doaba, at the junction of the Panjshir and 
Gabul rivers. The villagers near the Calml are not Satis; and as 
they had expressed their willingness to sell grain and forage, only 
a small party of men were sent out in charge of about 100 camels 
and mules. The road taken was found to he rather difficult, a 
narrow defile close to the river having to be passed tb rough, four 
miles from Naghloo. After jjassing through this, the narrow 
camel-track passed over a small semicircular piece of open 
ground, the hills falling away to the north. At tho western end 
■was a second defile, with a high ridge running up to the right and 
shutting out from view the village beyond. When Captain Poole 
was crossing the open with thirty men, some distance in front of 
the baggage animals, he met a number of villagers hastening 
along with their household goods and cattle. They -were evidently 

* Aftoiwarda killed oa tie Abinai Heights ou Beceinher 14fcii. 
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panic-stricken and shouted ^vildly to Captain Poole, but as he did 
not understand their language ho pushed on to the second defile. 
Jt appears that what they really said was that the Suds were in 
force over the do /lie, had attaclced their village, burned their 
houses, and murdorod some of the inhabitants. Upon getting 
through the second defile, Captain Poole saw on the slope 
below some 800 or 1,000 armed men, who immediately opened 
lire. The thirty men of the 67th returned the tire and checked 
the enemy, who had tried to rush forward. It was important to 
keep them back until the baggnge animals with their small guard 
of twciit^^-four men could retrace their steps through the first 
defile. After firing for some time, our men observed 800 or 400 
Safis creeping round over the hill to the north, with the evident 
intention of getting into tlio open plain and cutting off all retreat. 
The position of the handful of men then became so hazardous, 
that Captain Poole ordered them to Ml back, and for an hour and 
a half ho faced towards the Safis, who advanced to within 40 
3 ^nrda. It was in tlio open that our men began to drop, although 
one had boon shot dead in the deiile. Cover was taken under the 
river bank, which was three or four feet above the level of the 
stream ; and though the enemy opened fire from the southern 
bank, they could not do much misehief. filie steadiness of the 
soldiers, who used their Martinis with good effect, was remarkahlo 
throughout, one or two incidents being worth recording. The 
crack shot of the regimoat, Corporal Woolley, was with the com- 
pany, and his practice was wondorfully good. Pie was unfor- 
tunately shot through the leg, but still continued firing. One of 
his comrades, on being shot down, fell into the river, and 
struggled hard to gain the hank. Two Safis ran down to cut him 
up ; and these men Corporal Woolley shot before they could make 
thoir way to the wounded man. The latter was so exhausted by 
his efforts that he fell back, and was drowned in the stream. 
Corporal Woolley also brought down two standard-bearers. Tho 
fighting Avas so close that Captain Poole could not carry off his 
dead (two others were killed in the open besides the men 
in the defile) ; and the Safis mutilated them in a hombla 
way. Their eyes Avero gouged out, aud faces cut to pieces by 
sharp knives, so that the bodies could scarcely bo identified. 
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While fighting across the open, Captain Poole was struck by a 
bullet in the calf of the leg, and four other soldiers were wounded. 
One, who was too badly hit to bo able to Avalk, was put upon a 
camel, and carried safely away. Lieutenant Cariiegy kept the men 
together after his Captain had hoen hit ; and although eight men 
and an officer out of fifty- six had been either killed or wounded, 
the others nevor waTored. A so^var had galloped back to Naghloo 
for assistance, and General Maepherson sent out at once a 
squadron of the 12th Bengal Cavalry and four moiuitain guns ; 
150 of the 67tli, and a company of the 28tli Punjab Native 
Infantry following. The cavalry arrived at tho trot, but tlio defile 
wars so blocked by the baggage animals, that to get through was 
impossible. The sowars dismounted and went up the hill to use 
their carbines, and the guns, also arriving, went up tho crest under 
escort of the 28th and one company of the Cltli, under Major 
Baker, and opened fire at 1,000 yards into the mass of the Satis 
below. The shells had a wholesome effect upon the enemy, and 
valleys from the Martinis and Sniders wore also fired at long 
ranges. One man of the 28th was killed by a stray bullet. The 
other company of the 67th, under Lieutenant Atkinson, w^ent 
along the river bed, and the enemy then retreated behind a sviujar 
on the ridge to the north of tho second defile, and covering their 
right flank. The mountain guns came into action again at 1,700 
yards, having been brought down into the plain, and Major Baker 
marched over the hills to take the sniufar in flank. Lieutenant 
Atkinson advancing at the same time, the Safis fled io-warde the 
Doaba, the cavalry jmrsning them for six miles. Their loss must 
have been heavy, as they left many of their dead hehmd ; seven 
bodies were found in one nullah, Tho mutilated bodies of throe 
men of the 67th w^ere recovered : the fourth had been swept down 
the river. The whole affair proves how^ great a risk small foraging 
parties run in an unexplored country, where the temper of the 
iiihobitants is uncertain. It is true no resistance W'as expected ; but 
the fanaticism of the Sufis is so w^ell known, that extra precautions 
should have been taken. The difficiilt ground to be traversed also 
put a small body of infantry, encumbered with baggage animals, at 
a great disadvantage. That onc-sixth of Captain Poole’s company 
was put out of action is too significant to be lightly regarded. 
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CHAPTER Xm. 

Tliu Ileiioit of tlic Ooimiiig^ion of Tn(|nivy upon the Arfis'.acPG — Tlio Snspicion a^^ainst 
the Amir Yakul) Khan— The llciiovt forwaidcd to tlie (Toyminnent of India — 
IVobahJo Deportniion of the Amir to India — tlatheun^s of Tnbesinon at f^hazni— 
The WotosMily of cnllc'cting Sii])idics for tho Winter— The KliyLoi Line of Cnniniu- 
nieatioiih — No Hiipplios obtainable fiom PesluLWur — Shnvne^'Sof the Kliybei Advance 
~ rrojcotod Expedition to (Ihazni — Tho Reason of itw f dling through — The 
Strciiglli of tlio Army of tiie indus — (xoncral ihikor’H hXcuraion to the ^Maidan 
A'alley— Tho (Jliavdch ^hillcy in Winter — Sir R. Roljorts join.s (loiieral Raker — The 
Rostuietion of Rahadur Khan’s Villager in tlic Ihuia iViuLh. 

Sherpur, Wth November, 

One part of the important work which the British force came to 
Cabul to fullil has been done : the Commission appointed to 
inquire into tho circumstances of the massacre of our Envoy and 
the after- Gvonts, culminating in the battle of Ohara sia, has 
completed its taslc^ and to-day tho report was duly signed by 
Colonel Maegregor, J)r. Bellow, and Mahomed Pfyat Khan. For 
the past tAvo days Si]' Boborts has had tho report before him, 
and has telcgraphod a siumnaiy of it to the Government of India, 
who wall thus bo put in possession of its main features several 
days before the text of the document can reach them. In due 
course tho Government will, no doubt, furnish a connected 
iiarratiYc of tho events of the early paid of September, and the 
world at largo will then be able to judge ou what basis of proof 
our suspicions against Yakub Khan and his most favoured 
ministers have rested.^ The Gominission began examining 
witneSvSea on the 18th of October ; so that it is exactly a month 
to-day since the first stop was taken towards comjiiling the mass 
of evidence now understood to have been recorded. X have 
before pointed out very fully how difficult was the work which lay 
before the Commissioners : there was scarcely any clue to be laid 
hold of which 'would load them direct to their chief point — the 
cause of tho outbreak of the Herat regiments; and they had to 
* Gontrai'y to expectation, no such narrative Ras ever been piiblislied. 
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take such witnesses as wore forthcoming*, niul to trust to later 
eYidence to clear away the clarknesB in which they wore at tirst 
groping. The consideration shown to tlie Amir seemed, to the 
suspicious minds of the Cahulis, a sign which foreboded his 
future restoration, or that of his near relatives ; and those who 
wore ^vell inclined to us shrank from declaring their partisan shi]) 
too boldly, for fear of after-consequences, when the Barakzai 
family should again be all-powerful in the country. There was a 
slight dissipation of this feeling when the Proclamation of 
October 2Sth ^vas issued, announcing Ahikub Khan's voluntary 
abdication, and ordering all chiefs in Afghanistan to look to the 
Commander of the British force at Cahul for their authority in 
future ; hut ^ve are known to bo so eccentric a people that there 
still lurked uneasinesB in inaTiy minds, and months wore sealed 
that might reasonably have been expected to be open. The 
actual presence of the late so^ereign in our Gamp — oven though 
he w^as knowm to ho under a close guard — was too powerful an 
influence to be easily sw'ept away : if be had beoii hurried aw^ay 
to India in disgrace, the atmosphere of doubt and uncertainty 
would have cleared up. But our ideas of justice arc too strict to 
bo warped by passionate auger, and it was resolved to give Yakub 
Khan as fair a chance of defending himself as he could possibly 
expect. That he lost his personal liberty by listening to foolish 
councillors, who thought he might gain something by flight, was 
nothing to us. One cannot always guard a man against his owm 
stupidity. PTaving, then, to Iceop Yakub Khan with us, ^yo had to 
do as best w^g could in gaining means of judging what w^cre his 
relations with the men who stood forth as leaders of the rebel 
army, and how far ho had sympathi:^ed with their plans. In 
endeavouring to trace out the palace intrigues which Nek Mahomed, 
Kushdil Khan, and others had set on foot, the Commission 
had often to rely upon men themselves tainted with suspicion ; 
and Avhen this W'as the case the statements had to bo carefully 
weighed and critically compared with facts which wore attested 
beyond doubt. To dwell, as I bavo dAvelt before, upon the strong 
point of an Afghan, and the sti-ongest of a Jlaraksnai — the 
capacity for lying— would be merely to repeat an old story ; the 
lies might contain in them a germ of truth shining out as a silent 
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protest; the n^ass of falsehood ; and many of these germs 

have, after cai’oful nursings borne such fruit, that vci'y tangible 
results have been arrived at. In H])ite of the religious antipathy 
always manifostod by Mussuhnans against Christians, increased 
a thousandfold wlicn it is thought a Mussulman’s life is in 
danger ; in the face of a strong feeling against the restoration of 
a Barakzai A-Uiir on the one hand, and of the feudal reverence 
shown towards the dynasty on the other ; in silent but cautious 
calculation of those opposing iiitluences, the Gominission felt its 
way forward. Such men as professed friendship for us were 
invited to toll us all they knew, and that all soeined so little that 
it was disheartening to listen to it ; such others as were Yakub 
Khan’s faithful followers were asked to give their version of 
events, and their garbled stories were just as disappointing. 
Towards the close of the inquiry, however, there was more 
taiigihlo maitev to bo used as a lever by which to force dis^ 
(dosures ; and 1 believe that such fair cvidenco as will fully justify 
Yakub Khan’s deportation to l}idia was obtained. TTiat it will 
justify more I cannot voutiirc to hope, and 1 must guard myself 
against misconception by saying that officially no sign has been 
given as to the conclusions of the Gominission. There are 
iiifercncos which observant men cannot fail to draw from little 
episodes in a camp-life so limited as this, and the rigorous 
attention paid to II10 safe-keeping of Yakub Khan is but one in a 
string of collateral circumstances which have been interesfing us 
since the Ih’oclamation in the Bala Ilissar and the arrest of the 
Wazh’ and his follow-mmistora. Wo may be all wrong in our 
surmises as to what wdll occur ; there is only the charmed circle 
of three, who have had to shape the conclusions now before the 
Government of India, in which speculation may ho safe; but we 
believe in our prescience, and are proportionately happy. The 
final decision on so important a step as the punishment of a 
sovereign supposed to have been guilty of treachery — whether of 
the blackest kind, or merely of the nature arising from pusil* 
lanimifey and indecision' — must rest with the highest authorities ; 
and if we wero tempted to chafe at our helplessness in having 
tho knowledge of all that has transpired withhold from ns, wo 
should be consoled at once by tho thought that it is the voice of 
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i3ie Govennweiit alone wLich can prononnce the final sentence. 
Tliat. tbc Conixnission ^vill have f'reol}^, and not liave shrunk 

from any 8iartlinf:>* coiidusions it niny have been driven to, 1 am 
fully convinced — they arc not the men for half nieasurc.s who have 
composed it — and in the full expectation that their recoin mon da- 
tions will he carried out, e^on if the end is irioro than usually 
bitter, all of us who have sojourned before Cabul since we camped 
on Siah Sung' lliclge, on 8th October, are content to rest until 
everything is made known. 

The latest arrivals in Camp are Mfi homed Syiul, Governor of 
Ghazni, and Faiz Mahomed, the Afghan General, wdioso name 
became so familiar when Sir NeviUc Chambeilain’s Mission was 
turned back in the Khyber. Faiz Mahomed was then in com- 
mand at All Musjid, and his interwiew' with Cavagnari just below 
tJie fortress is matter of history. lie does not seem to have 
shared in the rehcllion, and his adherence to Yakub Khan wuis 
never shaken. Mahomed Syud W’lis compelled to leave Ghazni, as 
he found himself powerless to control the local 'nioolluhSi who 
have been preaching a jehad on their owm account, and have 
gathered together several thousand tribesmen from the villages in 
the district. There are hiitfcw^ trained sepoys in their ranks, and, 
although they have made the road between Gbaziii and tho more 
northern districts veiy unsafe, their efforts are too insignificant to 
bo at present soriously regarded. 


21 st November. 

Nac, nae ! I’ll nac fa’ out till I’ve washed ma’ hands in th’ 
Caspian!” These w^ere the words, not of any veteran soldier 
looldng foiwvard to crossing bayonets with the Kussians, but of a 
plucky little drummer boy, of the 92nd Highlanders, when toiling 
painfully along tho road to CalniL The lad had his heart in 
the right place at any rate ; and if the strength of an anny is to 
be judged by its marching powers, Ave have rare material in our 
ranks. It is a long cry from CaLul to tho Caspian ; but tho 
drummer boy may have magy years of soldiering before him; 
and if ever the Gordon Highlanders form up on the shores of 
Kussia’s inland sea, to that boy should belong the honour of lead- 
ing the van. But we are only at Cabul, and it now seems beyond 
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doubt that we Khali not advance any furLlier this year. The wiin 
ter has come down upon ns with a sudclonncss that we little 
expected from the milduess of the last season; and "20° of frost 
have warned us that bivouackLiig' out would be nearly -impossible 
for wulhclad soldicu's, aud vronld bo certain death to hundreds of 
camp-'followors. The news of the disturbances on the G-hazni 
Road may, perhaps, call forth the remark, that after C'abul had 
been captured, and tlio country around cowed into order, a rapid 
inai'cli to (Jhaziii should have been ordered. There is much vir- 
tue ill sudden and striking displays of force in an enemy’s country, 
particularly when the enemy is disorganized by defeat, and is 
debating as to the possibility of Avaging guerilla warfare. But 
there arc considerations which must overudo even rapidity of 
action, and the first of these is the provision of supplies on which 
an army can subsist Avlien far removed from its base of action. 
Cabul was practically in our possession on the 9tli of October, 
though the formal march into the Bala Hissar did not take place 
until three days later ; and our cavalry and spies had shown us that 
no organized resistance was being prepared within many miles of 
the cupital. The rebel rogimeiits had mclied aAvay ; the city 
people were cowering hi abject submission ; and the local tribes 
bad seen that their day had not come and Avere once more in their 
homeRteads, nursing their wrath and their until the 

Kafirs should be diiivcred into their hands. Sir. F. Robeiis Avas 
at tluH time quite cut off from India, so far as a connected line 
of commiiiiicatiou wont ; the Shutargardaii post Avaa the only link 
between Cabnl and Kurrain, and that Avas beset by an army of 
liill~aicn, From Unit direction he might liojic, by relieving the 
garrison, to get one convoy through; but be 3 mnd that point he 
could not go. The groat height of the Shutargardaii Pass pre- 
cluded all hope of keeping troops there during the winter. Ho 
had come from Ali Kheyl with l)ut a few days’ provisions ; and it 
was plain that, unless supplies came by way of the Kb^^her, 
the army must rely upon the country for food for its 18,000 sol- 
diers and folloAvers. That one might have reasonably expected a 
long string of baggage animals to be moving westwards from 
Pcshawur at the end of October did not seem so preposterous as 
men with General Bright’s column AA^ould noAv have us believe. 
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To say lhai PgsIuuyui* ^vas swept clean of all transport animals 
for Kurram, is begging tlio question. Tlio Kurram Valley Forco 
was only lialf-ocjnippod ^^ben it began the advanoo upon Gabiil, 
and noTtlioru India still hold many thonsnnds of mules, donkc}S, 
camels, and their kind. Wo hoped thaL somo of the energy our own 
(Jommaiider had shown would have been displayed in the Army 
of the Induy,” and that a few troops at least would have kept 
pace with us, or, say, have moved on a parallel line five marches 
in rear. If this had hcon done, and a well-eqnippocl brigade of 
2,500 men had hoen pushed forward to Jugdulluck, the massing 
of 12,000 men in rear might have been 2'>oJ3tponed — for a fow 
months, say,- — and some of the transport (sAvallowed up by regi- 
ments who will never be Avaiitcd west of Peshawur) tlicn liber- 
ated, But to look to the Ivhyher for supplies Avas soon found to 
be an expensive amusement. The troops Avould Hiaiwe before a 
seer of ntta or grain passed Jumrood. We could live from hand- 
to-mouth for a week or Iavo ; hut there AA^ere the four months of 
winter to be thought of ; and it bee am 0 merely a C|ueRtiou of 
arithmetic whether a Inigado strong enough to march to Ghazni 
could ho spared, Avith all its Gqui2:)mont of baggage animals and 
folloAvors, and at the same time four months^ BupjdieB could ho 
bought up and SAvept into our Camphy tlioso left behind at CahuL 
There scorned just a chaiico of this being done, if our broken 
reed in the Jcllalahad Valley could ho proj) 2 )Gd fairly straight for 
a feAV Aveelvs. The work of collecting grain, forage, and all other 
supj^lios, Avas begun in earnest ; and avo resigned ourselves to 
hard labour until the troojis from the Shutargardan sliould come 
in, and our com muni cations rid Jugdulluck he avoII established. 
Exjicditions to Kohistau and Ghazni Avere looked upon as certain 
of accomidishment in the near future. We knew that Jellalahtul 
had been occupied by the advanced brigade of General BriglAt's 
force on October 12th, and it aa^xs only sixty miles from that post 
to the point beyond Jugdulluck, AAdiere iiicy would join hands with 
the Cabul Army. The end of October Avould surely see them 
Avithiu a foAv marches of us. But it had been apparent from the 
first that drag- ropes Avere upon the ''Army of the Indus,” 
and that every tug forward made by Brigiulier Charles Gough was 
responded to by a double Lug behind. The end of the month 
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camo ; the convoys from the Shiitargardan ^vove well on their way, 
the troops uiulor ]3riga(]ier Hngh (lonoh had also started; and 
the JugrI nil Lick ronto seemed ahoiit to he opened. On 1st Novom- 
her JSj'igadier Muc 2 )hcrRon nas at Jjatklnik, and four days latei’ he 
shook hands with G (moral Bright at Kata Sung. Then it was 
decided at head-quarters here that a force should visit Gllaziii. 
The mass of our supplies ivere hohig stored aivay in Sherpur ; 
Gcnoi'a! Macpheivson could march liis brigade back after garrisoning 
Luttahuiid and Biitkhak ; Cabul would not he denuded of troops ; 
and from Sherpur to Pcshaw'ur the road would he guarded by an 
overwhelming force. But the programme went all wrong: the 
broken reed, afttu* being straightened for twenty-four hours, failed 
us. The Khyber advanced brigade had no snpp)lics ; General 
Mactdiersoii had to cross into Tagao to feed Lis force; and we, 
in SliGi'pur, saw the 15th Novoml^cr — the day llxed for our depar- 
ture for Obazni — come and go, and still the army remained sta- 
tionary. The weather, too — an elomout that can never ho despised 
in onr calcuLilions in a semi-barren country like Afghanistan — 
had punished our delay by declaring against us. Snow and sleet 
fell ill and around Galnil, and no man Imew when the next storm 
might come. So the Ghazni expedition foil through ; and if the 
niffiauB Avho arc now trying to make capital out of our failure to 
visit the jdace, succeed in their efforts to cry a jehad, the blame 
for any nxisebief thiit may ensue cannot be thrown upon the Gabnl 
Army, but upon the short-sighted policy which could leave it to 
its own resources, while- riominally moving a supporting force in 
a parallel line in order to secure its alternative communications. 
Koreigii military critics have reflected severely upon the want of 
skill shown in the plan of the campaign, and have condemneii 
the rashnoss of the Shutargardan-Cabul advance, without snixport 
from the Khyber. But the supports were said to be there, and 
General PLoberhs could not know that they would be steadily kejff 
back, and would be unable to talm up tbeir share of the alternative 
road a month after he had captured the position they w^ere both 
supposed to be converging upon. Supports which travel at the 
rate of two or three miles a day arc worse than nselcss. 

When it is considered what the numerical strength of the 
Khyber sujxporfcing column is, one cannot uiuleratand the timidity 
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of the advance. There have been tribes in front, in flank, 
and in rear ; but so there were on the Shiitargardan route, and 
tribes far more capable of ini&chicf than Afridia and Shinwaris. 
ITct the menace at BLidG>sli Ivbejl, IQieyl, the Slnitargardan, 
and on either flank at Charasia, did not chock the forward move- 
ment of an army half the strength of that su])posed to have been 
put in motion from Pcshawur simultaneously vvitli the advance from 
the Kurram side. Looking at General Bright’s force at the end 
of October, we find that, inclusive of troops at Nowshcra and 
Peshawar, he had under his orders over 10,000 men, viz., British 
troops : 148 oflicjers and 4,287 men ; Native troops : 147 British 
offleors and 11,705 men. Those included five batteries of artillery 
and one mountain Ijattcry, and six cavalry regimen Lb, three 
British and three Native. Out of the total, two batteries were in 
Peshawur ; and there niiist also he subtracted the following 
regiments, which had not crossed the old frontier ; — llth Bengal 
Lancers (3567, Dengal Cavalry (388), l-17th 

P’^oot (443), l-25th (715), part of 51st (209), 1st Native Infantry 
(774), 23nd Native Infantry (638), and 39th Native Infantry 
(GOO). Deducting all these, there was left a force of 11,800 men 
actually moving on, or garrisoning the Peshawur-G anclainak lino ; 
snpporta equal, it might have been supposed, to any work required 
of them. That there were conflicting ideas as to the object with 
which such a body of troops had been sent from ludia, must 
have been apparent even to a superficial observer ; hut ujmn when 
the responsibility of playing with such un army rests, no one here 
pretendvS to say. The local rank of Lieutenant-General, whiclihas 
at last hecu given to Sir F. Koberts, brings these 1X,S00 men 
under his command, and their future movements are likely to be 
directed in sympathy with the advanced army at Cahnl. P^or the 
next few months they will probably he required to do little more 
than keep the road; hut during the winter Llioir transport equip- 
ment and commissariat arrangements^ — ^defeots in which are said 
to have been the chief cause of their tardy movements — wilbhave 
to he so far put on a footing of efficiency that, if the necessity 
arises in the spring for the Cuhul Army continuing its march west- 
wards, they will be able to keep pace wiih iLs movements. There 
are good men and tried soldiers enough in the Khvbor Force to 
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do all that is required, if they are allowed scope for their energies, 
and are not trammelled and crippled at every step by those 
iufluencGS in the background, which [ liavc already described as 
being drag-ropes ” upon their freedom of action. General 
iioberts has now in his command — that of Eastern Afghanistan 
— two divisions of 8,000, and 11,800 men, respectively: in all, 
nearly 20,000 troops, wlioso movements ho controls from his head- 
quarters at Sherpiir, Matters of detail on the Khybor aide are 
left, as before, to local commanders. I have dwelt at lengtli 
upon the shortcomings of the Peshawar column, not so mucli 
because very serious results have followed its laggard advance, but 
as showing how helpless the small force here would have been if, 
in case of a check, it had locdced for su 2 >porfc to the Army of the 
Indus/ ^ 

General Maephorson’s hrigado returned to Bhorpur cantonments 
yesterday, having left at Luttabund 300 of the 23rd Pioneers and 
half the 28th Punjab Native Infantry. Before the brigade 
marched in, a strong body of troops had been warned for 
service, their destination boing the district of Maidan, twenty- 
live miles distant on the Ghazni lioad, where large supplies 
of grain and hhoosa arc said to have been collected for us by 
the sirdars employ cd to purchase it on our account. Over 

100.000 maunds of hlioosti are still wanted to complete our 
•winter su])ply; and as the villagers have not sufficient carriage to 
bring in their supplies so long a distance, we must needs go out 
ourselves. Every available baggage animal will bo employed for 
the next week or ton days in carrying in this forage ; and as there 
are rumours innumerable of gatherings on the Ghazni Eoad 
further south, it has been dotormiiiod to run no risk with re- 
ference to our valuable mules and yahoos. A string of between 

2.000 and 3,000 animals needs to he well protected, and the 
brigade which marched out this morning under General Baker 
was therefore very strong. It was made up as follows : — 500 of 
the 92nd Highlanders ; 400 of the 3rd Sikhs ; 400 of the 5th 
Punjab Infantry; two guns, G-3, lioyal Artillery ; four guns 
Kolmt Mountain Battery; one squadron 9th Lancers, two 
squadrons 5th Punjab Cavalry, and two squadrons of the 14th 
Bengal Laucers. Tho display of so large a force half-way to 
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Gliaziii is sure to have an excellent effect upon tlie surrounding 
country. Sir F. Eoberts rides out to-morrow to join General 
liakcr at Maidau. 

A Divisional order was issued to-nigbt^ directing tlic public 
reading of an order of the Commanderun- Chief dismissing 
Subadar ]\Iahomcd Karim Khan, 1st Punjalj Infantry, from the 
service for having failed in his duty to the Queen-Empress on the 
occasion of the attack upon the EcBidcncy, This man is a 
Logari, and was on furlough at Cabul in September. On the 
morning of the outbreak ho was in the EeHidency, and after tho 
lull following the first oollision of the Herat troops with the 
Guides — while the Afghans went for their arms — he was Fiont 
with a message to the Amir hj Sir Louis (Javaguari. lEis he 
does not seem to have delivered with the spirit that might have 
been expected from a soldier in our service ; and afterwards, when 
Gholam Nubbi, Cavagnari’s chiiprassc^ found money and horses 
for him to carry the new^s of tlie disaster to the JJritish Camp at 
Ali Kheyl, he behaved in a dastardly way. He changed clothes 
with Gholam Kubbi and started out, but only went as far as Beni 
Hissar. There he stayed for t-wo days, and then returned to 
Cabul, where ho hid himself for five days in the Kizilbash 
quarter. Afterwards he quietly made his way to his own village ; 
and, upon our troops appearing at Kushi, came into camp and 
told some wonderful stories of what he had done. These were 
afterwards proved to be false, and the Ali] it ary Commission when 
trying prisoners found that his conduct had been really that of a 
poltroon. They recommended his dismissal from the service, and 
he has now been summarily discharged, all arrears of pay being 
forfeited. This is another striking instance of the shifty and 
untrustworthy nature of our Pathan soldiers, for Karim Khan 
was an old native officer. 


Ca:mp Maidan, Ghazni Eoau, Mth November . 
The Lieutonant-Oenoral Commanding is now out on a visit to 
the force under Brigadier- General Baker, which is collecting sup- 
plies of forage from the villages along the Ghazni Rond. Leaving 
Brigadier-General Alacpherson in command at Bherpur, Sir F. 
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Piohertf!, accompanied by biR personal Staff and Colonel Maegregor, 
Cliiof of tliG Staff, with a small escort of ten men of tbe 14tli 
Bengal Lancers, rode tbroiigdi tbo Cabnl gorge on the afternoon of 
the 22nd, and, following the road which traverses the Chardeh 
Valley, made for the village of Argandeh, about sixteen miles 
away. Tlio Chardeh Valley, which wo passed through, gavo 
(ividciice on all sides of that fertility which has earned for it the 
name of the '' Carden of Cabul; but it is so late in the year that 
only autumn tints mark the fields on either side. Here and there 
the young wheat is shooting up, hut the small green blades are 
scarcely strong cnongli to do more than chequer the general area 
of brownnoss. The long lines of naIUows a]id poplars whicli lino 
the Imiidrcda of watercourses threading the valley, are mere 
skedetons of trees ; their leaves rustling duvn in eddying circles as 
the cold wind sweeps blusteringly from the snowy tops of thePugh- 
inan liills. Tbe valley is shut in on all sides by high mountain 
ranges, the hills which guard Cabul from approach on the west 
seeming to rise perpendicularly from the plain. The range above 
ludikec village is overtopped by the sheer cliffs which dominate 
the plain hotween Zahidahad and Charasia, and those are already 
covered with snow, which gleams out in startling whiteness above 
the barren rocks in the foreground. Far away to the north lies the 
Hindu Kush, with its long undulating sky-line similarly snow- 
laden, the lower iuLermGdiatQ hills of Ivohistaii being still mere 
brown masses jostling each other in grand confusion. Looking 
towards IJainijMi tlio view is bounded scarcely ten miles away by 
tbo Pughmau spur, which boasts of several lofty peaks rising in 
sullen graudeur from the hills about Argandeh. For fully twelve 
miles, or about as far as Kila Ivazi, the road is an extremely good 
one ; stones, the curse of Afghanistan, hchig few and far between. 
After this tlu) dry bod of a snow- fed stream has frequently to bo 
crossed or followed, and boulders are not uncommon. Guns, how- 
ever, could bo got along witliout much trouble, and if necessary 
a new track on a higher level, across the cultivated land, could be 
laid out. The road ascends gradually the whole way, and when 
near Argandeh a koial is gained, about a mile and a half across 
and two or throe miles long. It is now a bare plain without tree 
or shrub, but for the most part is under cultivation, the fields of 
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coxirsc lying fallow during the winter. To tho right or north tho 
hills arc rather precipitous, and in a shcUored curve at their base 
the village of Argandch lies. It is full}^ a mile from tho road, 
and all al)Oxit it are terraced iields said to yield magnificent crops 
of wheat and barley. Tho high pitch to wliich irrigation attains 
in Afghanistan is strikingly exem})[ihed in this district, tho water- 
channels being so arranged that the distribution of tho water is 
admirable. 

Sir Frederick Eoherts rested fur the night at Argandeh, and 
yesterday morning rode on to IMaidan. Striking the Ghazni Hoad 
a mile from Argandeh, we followed its course over tho kotal and 
soon began to descend. The hills on either side were as hare as 
any in Afghanistan, and the plain between them was only partially 
cultmited. After about four miles a chow Id (watch-tower) was 
reached on a little rise, and looking to tho south wo saw the dis- 
trict of Maidan stretching before us. It is a beautiful valley, land- 
locked on every side, the Cahul river running througii it about a 
mile from the foot of the western hills. The valley must ho at 
least four miles across ; and, with the exception of low rolling 
clowns, covered with stones and rocks, for about a mile on its east- 
ern hank is as flat as its name, Maidan (open plain), implies. 
Twenty or thirty walled enclosures and villages on the hanks of 
the Cahul stream stand out from amid poplars, willows, and plane 
trees, which fringe the hunks of the sparkling little river, and fur 
many square miles nothing is seen hut endless corn-fields, each 
with its little boundary of mud, along which the water slowly 
wanders as it does its work of irrigation. The road falls rapidly 
from the cliowld, and a few hundred yards below bifurcates, tho 
main route to Ghazni going straight to the south over the rolling 
downs I have mentioned, and a bridle-path leading down to 
the villages of the plain. General Baker’s canp) is pitched at 
Naure Falad, two miles from the chowld, down in the plain 
near the first of the fortified enclosures, its rear being guarded 
by a high rocky ridge. From the summit of this a splendid 
view of Maidan is obtained, and the extraordinary fertility of tho 
valley fully appreciated. To the west the ridge runs sharply 
down into the plain, and the valley is there naiTOWed to half 
a mile, hut it opens out again to the north among the hills. 
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H’he main road to Bamian, which strikes off from the Ghazni 
lioad before the cltowLi in the kotal is reached^ runs across this 
part of the valley and enters the Ispekhawk Pass, a few miles 
farther 011. 

Yesterday afternoon a small party of cavalry were fired upon in 
the Darra Narkh, a valley runninp^ in the Bamian direction, and 
to-day Bahadur Khan, who was responsible for the action, and 
who is known to be harbouring Afghan soldiers, has been visited 
and pniiishcd. He had already given much trouble. General 
Baker, since his arrival in Maidan, has found much difficulty in 
inducing the maliks of the villages of the district to bring in 
corn and bhnosa. They have given the tribute grain and forage 
readily enough, hut have evaded furnishing the amount wo 
required in addition to this. Every mauiid was paid for at a 
forced rate, which, I may state, was far higher than the normal 
prices ; hut the village headmen hung hack, and, though profuse 
in 2^1’omises, made hut little effort to meet our wants. Several 
of them wore very insolent in thob* bearing, and no doubt thought 
to worry iis out by their procrastination. But General Baker 
is not tliG stamp of man to have his orders disobeyed, and by 
confining some of the maliks to the camp for a few days, he 
had gradually brought them to their senses. One walik^ 
however, trusting to the obscure valley in which he lived, wherein 
Europeans had never been known to penetrate, was obstinate. 
This wars Bahadur Khan, whose fort is about eight miles from 
the Maidan villages, along the branch road which leads to 
Bamian. Ho not only refused to sell any of his huge store of 
grain and forage, hut insolently declined to come into camp. 
He was known to have great inffuence among the tribesmen in 
his neiglihourhood, and it was reported that some sepoys of the 
Ardal regiments wore living under his protection. When Sir F. 
Eohoris heard of the contumacy of this ‘inalik^ he agreed with 
General Baker that it \vould be well to fetch him in by force, 
and at the same time to arrest any sepoys found in his villages* 
To accomiffish this double object the cavalry were sent out yester- 
day, with tho result already stated, that they were fired upon by a 
large body of men, including some 200 sepoys amed with 
Sniders. It was necessary to make an example of Bahadur 
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Klian, and ai ilie samo iimo to break up the tril)al gatlicrin^*, 
wliicli, if loft alone, might grow to serious proportions. Our 
foraging parlies Avozilcl probably have been roughly handled in 
scattered villages, all of ^Yllich boast of towers and fortified en- 
closures, if the rumour had been allowed to circulate that our 
cavalry had hoen driven back. 

Tents having been struck at daybreak, the baggage of tho force 
was packed up and j)laced within a fort near the Cabul river, under 
a guard of 300 men, drawn equally from the 92nd Highlanders, 
3rd Sikhs, and 5th Punjab Infantry, with a squadron of the 1^1 tli 
Bengal Lancers and a troop of the 9th Lancers. The two guns 
of 9-3, were also left behind, as tho road to the villages 

was known to he difficult for wheeled guns. Tho troops which 
marched out were 400 of the 92nd, 300 of the 3rd Sikhs, 300 of 
the 5th N.I., a troop of the 9th Lancers, a squadron of tho 14th 
B.L., and four guns of the Kohat Mountain Battery. General 
Bitker was in command of this compact little column, which was 
not encumbered with transport animals, as a rapid march was 
intended. Sir F. Eoherts, with Colonel Maegregor, also rode out 
with his personal escort. It was bitterly cold in the early morning, 
and all hut the swiftest running streams w^orc coated over with ice. 
The troops carried with them one day’s cooked provisions, but 
were otherwise in light marching order. A point was made for a 
little to the south-w^est, where the Darra Narkh stream falls into 
the Cabul river, and then a diie westerly course was followed up 
the narrow valley through which the former stream runs. The 
usual mountainous country was seen on either hand, high hills 
closing down on the valley, and presenting treelos>s slopes barren 
of all verdure. The two rivers had to be crossed by fords, and 
the men went through the icy-cold ^vater as carelessly as if wading 
a stream in summer. The sepoys stripped off their pnltief^, and 
made light of the floating ice which barked their shins, while the 
Highlanders in their kilts seemed rather to enjoy the bracing cold. 
The road was fairly well-defined and ran through cultivated fields, 
with an occasional fortified homestead or country villa relieving 
the monotony of the landscape. Information was brought from 
time to time of the movements of Bahadur Khan, it being at first 
stated that ho had 2,000 or 3,000 men ready to meet us. About 
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ROYOii miles from the camp the road was commanded by a 
ridge on ilio left, and beyond this, Ave were told, lay the open 
valley in Avhieli the cavalry Jiad been attacked. This ridge was at 
its highest point 800 or 1,000 feet above the roadway, and on the 
previous evening had been lined with men. Now it appeared 
quite deserted, and the cavalry swept round it and Avaited in a 
friendly villago until the infantry could come up. A local maWk 
volunteered the news that Bahadur Khan and his folloAvers had 
taken all their movable property away during the night and had 
fled to the hills. When the Lancers first appeared round the 
ridge and pushed foi-Avard into the liorseshoc-shaped valley, they 
saAV fifty or sixty men on some low hills to the north, a gunshot from 
Bahadur Khan’s chief fort ; and as those moved doAvu the slopes, 
it seemed probable that a body of tribesmen might be lying hidden 
behind the crests. Possibly the Ghilzais expected that only 
cavalry wore again about to pay them a visit, and were emboldened 
to come to the lower levels. As soon as the advanced company of 
the Highlanders appeared on the road, the “ enemy/’ if fifty are 
wwthy of the name, drew off hurriedly to tho highest hill, a 
couple of miles distant, and watched our movements. General 
Baker directed one company of the 92nd to adA^ance in skirmishing 
order, and occupy a rocky hill overlooking Bahadur Khan’s fort, 
and commanding it at 700 or 800 yards, and sent a company of 
Sikhs round to the north, Avith orders to drive out any men who 
might be occupying tho loAver hills. It Avas soon seen that the 
place Avas quite dcBorted, and not a shot A\^as bred from any of the 
hills. The wliolo valley lay before us dotted over with fortified 
homesteads, surrounded by grain-fields already green with 
sprouting corn. It seemed wonderfully fertile, and extended over 
many square miles ; other and smaller valleys penetrating betAveen 
the hills Avlicrever there Avas a bj'cak in their continuous line. The 
exact extent of those minor valleys could not bo estimated, but 
native report stated that the fertility was equal to that of the rich 
plain stretching away to the north-Avest for five or six miles. 
When it Avas seen that no opposition Avas to be offered, the Sikhs 
doubled dovm upon tho fort from the Ioav bills above it, and at 
the same time another company raced across the fields from 
tho southern onlraneo to the valley, all being anxious to be in 
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aii the loot.” It was a pretty fiiglit watching the sepoys 
doubling along and spreading out as the fort and the village near 
it were gained. Clouds of dust with the gleam of lauce-hcads 
shilling out soon aroso further to the left in the heart of the valley, 
showing where the cavalry were galloping off to more distant home- 
steads. All Bahadur Khan’s villages, some ten in number, were 
marked down to he looted and huriit, and Dikiis and sowars were 
quickly engaged in the work. The houses were found stored with 
hlioosn, straw, firewood, and twigs for the winter as well as a small 
quantity of corn, and as there was not time to clear this out, and 
we could not afford to leave a force for the night in such a 
daugovons position so near to the bills, orders were given to fire 
the villages and destroy the houses and their contents. No better 
men than Sikhs could he found for such work, 'and in a few 
miiintos Bahadur Khan’s tillages were in fianies, and volumes of 
dense black smoke pouring over the valley, a high wind aiding tho 
fire with frantic earnestness. The villagers had carried off all 
their portable property, not even a cliarpoj/ remaining, hut the 
Sikhs ransacked every place for hidden treasure, and smashed 
down the earthen corn-bins in hope of gaming a prize. These 
corn-bins seemed quite a feature of every house. They are three 
or four foot square and made of sun-dried clay, often fancifully 
ornamented with scroll- worlc. They stand on a raised platform in 
the living-room, and have near the bottom a small hole in which 
a piece of rag is stuffed. This answers to the tap of a barrel, for 
when the rag is withdrawn the grain pours out, and the daily 
supply can be drawn just as we would draw a tankard cf beer in 
an English farm-house. Indian corn, from which rich chupafies 
(unleavened cakes) are made, is chiefly stored in this way, and 
near the bins stand the grin ding- stones, at which the women of 
the house prepare the flour for the household. Generally an 
adjoining room is turned into a kitchen, the earthen floor being 
skilfully burrowed to form ovens, and round holes cut out on which 
to place the dekehies which serve for Afghan pots and kettles. 
Such of the rooms as I went into w^ere dark and dirty enough, 
small square holes in the walls serving as windows, and the roofs 
being made up of thick logs laid a foot apart, and covered over 
with twigs, on which a foot of mud had been plastered. The 
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SikliK fired lionse after house, and every room was soon converted 
into a huge roverberating furnace, the fire having no means of 
escape through the roofs, which were very strong. Nearly all the 
houses were two-storied, with narrow wooden or mud stair- 
cases, and many a sepoy in his haste first fired the lower 
rooms, stored with wood or hhoosa^ and then rushed upstairs 
intent on loot, soon to ho driven do^Mi again by the smoke and 
flames from below. The search after household goods was varied 
by exciting eliascs after the fowls, ducks, and donkeys of the 
village. Sikhs and kahtrs, who had come up with the dandm 
(stretclicrs for wounded men), scrambled over housetops^ and 
through blinding smoke, to capture the dearly-prized moorgie^ 
while below an unoffending donkey w^ould be chased frantically 
round awkward corners and over frozen watercourses, where 
pursuers and pursued alike came to grief. A donkey when 
captured was laden with such little loot as the men thought 
worth while cari-ying off. Each fowl had its neck wrung on the 
spot, was thrown into a convenient bit of fire in some blazing 
house, and having Leon singed clean of its feathers, was cooked 
in a few minutes, and eaten with infinite enjoyment. The 
cavalry were fortunate enough to secure fifty sheep and a few cows, 
which were driven to camp. After two or three hours had been 
spent in firing the various villages owned by Bahadur Khan, the 
order to fall in for the homeward march was given, and leaving 
the valley draped in smoke and the fire still working its will, the 
troops filed off for Maidan, They ]'eachecl camp by evening, 
having marched seventeen miles over difficult ground and through 
half-frozen streams without mishap. As the rear-guard left, a 
few men appeared on the heights' of the north and fired a few 
shots at long ranges, but these were merely in bravado.- We 
could learn nothing of the body of tribesmen and the 200 sepoys, 
and it is believed they have dispersed. The punishment of 
Bahadur Khan will have a great effect upon the whole district of 

* Tliie is a plain statcniont of tlio foray iu the Davra. Narkh, and our indij'nation was 
greatly aronsed afterwards by seeing sousational articles in Englisli papers dcacribinfj 
how old men, women, and children wc turned out to die in the snow, There were^io 
old men, w^omon, and children seen, and no suow. TliCrc were forty or efty other 
villages in which they had taken refuge long boforo v'e arrived. 
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Maidan^ as it will show llio malll's tliai they are not safe from 
oar troops cveu in their most ohsenro valleys. Grcueral IJakcr 
remains in the nei^^lihoin-liood ol Maidan uuii] next week, all tho 
available transport animals from Sherpiir being now engaged in 
carrying to our cantonments the large quantities of corn and 
hhoosa collected. Our winter supply of forage seems likely to he 
assured. 


CHAPTER XIV. 

Deportation of ^Yakub Kliau to Iiulia — Iloview of Itia Ilcigri — TIio Scone on tbo Morning 
of Booember 1st — Procau Lions along tlie Ilnad to Jiigdnllnck — Stiongih filing of 
tke l^osLs— Tribal fjuoasinosa about Cabul — Attitude of tbo Kobiwlanis — Uenoial 
Bakei’s Brigade ordered to Slicrpiir — Thu State of Afghan TurkiSLan — Its Bilcct 
upon iColiistiUi — tlliolaiu Hydor and Ids Ai'iay — Tlio kkvieiiL of his Power— Kctiiru 
of bh disbuYided Pegiineuts to their Houses in Kobistau— Our Policy towards tbo 
Afglians — ^Failure of the ^Utcnipt to cotioiliato the People — Modifications necessax’y 
— Murder of our G-overnor of Maidau. 

SiiBiipun, 1 st Decemher, 

The ex-Amir of Afghanistan, Sirdar Yakuh Khan, is now well 
on Ms way to India : the order for his deportation having boon 
carried out so silently and quickly that, while I am writing, tho 
majority of men in Sherpnr cant onin outs are ignorant of his 
departure. As I ventured to predict in forwarding the news of 
tho close of the Commission of Inquiry, Yakub Khan’s fate is 
that of an exile to India ; but even now we are in the dark hero as to 
whether he ivill he treated as a State prisoner, and allowed to live 
in luxurious comfort, or will he sent to the Andamans, to drag out 
his life as a common malefactor. If the latter, it will be an 
ignoble ending of a career which in its earlier stages promised 
such brilliant achievements. Yakuh Khan was onco tho first 
soldier in Afghanistan, but from the evil moment when ho confided 
in the word of his father, hie fame was at an end. Five years’ 
captivity — and such captivity as only Shere All could devise — 
broke his spirit, dulled his intellect, and left him the weak inca- 
pable we treated with at Gundamak, and confided in so blindly 
until tho fatal week in September. That under fairer auspices ho 
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might have proved a strong ruler, such as the Afghiais require, 
can scavcly admit of a doubt ; that he would have Leon a Dost 
Mahomed even his most ardent admirers would hesitate to assert. 
The conditions of government in a country like Afghanistan 
compel the sovereign either to be a tyj-ant or the tool of factions : 
A’ukub Khan, during his few months of power, w^as the latter, 
plis accession to the throne took place under circumstances to cope 
wuth which, even in the prime of his manhood before imprisonment 
had crippled him, would hnve taxed his power to the uttermost. 
After five years in a dungeon he was suddenly liberated by his 
father, only to find that father in the last stage of defeat and 
despair, his kingdom practically at the mercy of a powerful 
invader, and himself a panic-stricken fugitive. Left first as Shei’e 
Ali’s regent, Yakub Khan could do nothing beyond watch, with 
Oriental suhmi>ssion to fate, the advance of the two invading 
arinicB up the Jcllalabad and Kurram Yalleys. The help which 
Shore Aii expected to receiye from his Kussian friends over the 
Oxus w^as not forthcoming ; in a few weeks came the news of the 
death of the Amir at Mazar-i- Sharif, and Yakub found himself 
in possession of a kingdom already tottering to its fall. If he 
had hod the energy of Dost Mahomed he might have organized 
armies, called upon the somi-harharous tribes still lying hotweeii 
Cabul and India to join his soldiers in a holy war, and make a 
supremo effort to chock the invasion which had driven his father 
from the capital. But that energy was lacking ; he made but a 
faint-hearted a])pcal to the fanaticism of the hill- tribes, and, 
unsupported as this was by any real attempt to collect the scat- 
tered units of Shere Ali’s onco-powerful army, it necessarily failed. 
Nothing was left to him hut negotiation ; and, thanks to the 
clemency of the enemy to whom he was opposed, he was granted 
terms which, in his position, he could scarcely have hoped to gain. 
He allied himself with the most powerful State in Asia, and the 
safety of hiB kingdom was assured against all foreign aggression. 
If he had been a tyrant to his subjects, and thoroughly deter- 
mined to make his will their law, the reception in his capital of an 
Embassy from the Power with which he was allied would have been 
fraught with no clanger either to himself or to the Ambassador* But 
he had not the strength of tyranny sufficient to control the fae- 
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tioua of which he was a move tool, and it seems only too i^robahle 
that he gradually drifted from his lirst position of sincerity towards 
his new allies, to that of a timid spectator of intrigues against 
the alliance. His weakness and vacillation could not checlc the 
clanger that was growing so formidable, and, when the final out- 
l)reak came, his personal influence was even unequal to saving the 
life of the man who had trusted so im 2 >licit]y in his good faith. 
That Yakuh desired the death of Sir Louis Cavagnari we do not 
believe ; that he had been led, insidiously, by men about him to 
coincide in the view that the Embassy should he forced to leave 
may he readily credited. And once that Embassy liad been 
destroyed, there is only too much reason to suppose that he was 
inclined to parley with the men who had brought about its destruc- 
tion, and to listen to their plausible reasoning that what had been 
done was irrevocable . The access of personal feaaq which drove 
him to seek safety in the British camp, no more excuses him of 
responsibility for his acts of omission or commission, than does the 
voluntary surrender of a murderer condone the crime be has com- 
mit ted. So far as human canons are concerned, repentance can- 
not blot out guilt, however much it may modify judgment : the 
supreme quality of mercy is impossihle under ordinary conditions 
of life. Taking the most pitiful estimate of Yakub Khan’s 
offence, putting aside the idea even of parLicipation in the views 
of the men who wished him to break the engagements to which 
he stood pledged, there is the one unpardonable crime still 
clinging io him— that he stood by, and made no sign, while the 
lives of men were sacrificed wliicJi should have been sacred to 
3aim, even according to the narrow creed of the fanatics who sur- 
rounded him. His owm words, when refusing the lio]p that w'as 
BO dearly needed, rise up against him Avhen he appeals to our for- 
bearance : It is not to be done.” Pcihaps, hereafter, the same 
answer may be given when we are asked to p)re serve the integrity 
of a country which has always repaid friendship wdth falsehood, 
trust with treachery. 

From the 28tli of October until his departure for India this 
morning, Yakub Khan had been a close prisoner in onr camp, 
the tent in which he was confined being always strongly guarded, 
and no one beyond our own officers being allowed access to him. 
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The monotony and yolitude have told upon him, of course, and 
hois now tlunuer and more worn than when he first took refuge with 
General Uakcr at Kuslii. Before the (‘losing day of the iiupiiry 
he was coiifcoiitod and placid enough ; hut of late he has dis[daycd 
somo anxiety as to his ])roljablo fate, the iiksomeness of the 
restraint under wliich he was placed having, no doubt, largely 
contributed to this, lie could hear all the busy life in camp about 
him, but was as much shut out from it as if a ])risoner again in 
the Bala Hissur. ddic bayonets of tbe sentries who quarlcred the 
ground day aud night about his tent were a barrier beyond ■which 
he could not pass. The d(q)arLurc for India, Malta, or Loudon, 
which lie had expressed himself so willing to undertake nearly two 
months ago, iiinsL have scorned to him hopeless, even so late as 
six o’clock last night, when Major Hastings, Chief Political 
Ohicer, paid liis usual visit to the tent, then guarded l)y fifty men 
of the 72 nd IlighlaiiderH. Major Plastiiiga said nothing of the 
orders which had l)een received from the Government, as it had 
been resolved to give as short a notice as possible of the intended 
journey, for fear of complications on the road to Peshawiir, Not 
that it was at all likely an effort would he made to rouse the tribes 
to attempt a rescue, hut that nothing was to he gained by an open 
parade of the dopariure. At eight o’clock Major Hastings sent 
word to Yakub Khan that lie intended paying him a second visit; 
and, accompanied by Mr. H. M. Durand, Political Secretaiy to 
the Lieutenant- General, he again went to the tent, Yakub 
IGian a little astonished at the unusual hour chosen for tbe 
visit ; but when told that he would have to leave Gabnl for India 
at six o’clock the next morning, he kept his composure admirablyn 
Ho expressed surprise that such short notice should be given, but 
beyond this did not question the arrangementB. He asked that 
his fathor-in-law, Yabiya Khan, and two other sirdars now in 
confinement should be released and allowed to accompany him. 
This, of course, could not be granted, aud he then asked to what 
place in India he w'as to be taken, and where the Ticeroy was. 
This was all the concern ho showed. The orders received here 
are to convey him safely to Peshawur ; bo but little information 
as to his final resting-place could be vouchsafed him. I may here 
incidentally mention that he will probably go on to ITmritsar or 
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Lalioro, wlierc, pciiiaps, the decision of the Government will be 
made known to him. 

All the arrangements for the journey had been earofully made 
l)cforehaiid. There were, this morning, at Butkhak, the 12ih 
Punjab Cavalry, and between that post and Sei IJaba 400 of the 
72nd Tliglilandors, 300 of the 23rd Pioneers, and a wing of the 
28th Punjab Infantry; wdule the convoy of sick and wounded, 
with its escort, was between Kata Sung and Jugdulluck, Tiic 
escort from Sher2)ur was simply two squadrons of cavalry drawn 
from the 9th Lancers and 5th Punjab Ca\alry, under the com^ 
inand of Major Plammond, of the Litter regiment. Soon after 
five o’clock this morning the little cam^") in which the ox- Amir 
was lodged, not far from hoad-qiiarters, Avas all astir with ^^repara- 
tions for the journey. A bright moon Avas shining oveihead and a 
foAV watch-fires Avere blazing brightly among the tents, by the 
light of Avhich the mules and ijaJxjo^ were loaded up. The 
squadron of the 5th Punjab Cavalry drew uja outside tlie gateway 
which leads from the cantonments near the Avesiern end of the 
southern Avail ; Avhilo the Lanceis passed from their lines, 02)positc 
the break in the Pemiiru Heights, to a hit of open ground between 
the quarters of the 72iid Highlanders and Yakub Khan’s tent. 
The early morning air Avas bitterly cold, and the usual light mist 
Avhich settles nightly over the Cahul plain still hung about. The 
camp was silent and deserted, every soldier being at that hour 
asleep, except the sentries at their posts and the patrols, stalk- 
ing like armed ghosts from picquot to 2)icquet, seeking for any 
rabid Kohistani Avho might haA^e inv^aded the sanctity of our 
lines. The Lancers moved smartly round and round in small 
circles to keep thcrasolves and their horses from freezing as they 
stood; and through the dust and mist enveloihng them their 
lances shone out uoav and again as the steol-heads caught a glint 
from the mooii. Tl Avas a fantastical sight, this endless circling 
of misty horsemen, moAung apparently Avitliont aim or object and 
growing momentarily more and more distinct as dawn began to 
creep up over the distant Luttabiuid and Khurd Cahul hills, and 
struggle Avith the clear moonlight Avhich had before been supreme. 
In an hour everything w^as ready for departure. Y'akiib Khan’s 
horses Avore waiting ready saddled^ and the Lancers had ceased 



1/5 


DeparttL7r of the Ex-A^^nr fo7' Lndia, 

their circling, and were formed up waiting for the order to inarcli, 
Blv Frederick llol)crts, Colonel Maegregor, Chief of the Staif, and 
Major Hastings were present to see the prisoner start on his rapid 
journey, and at halhpast six exactly Yalaih Khan rode off sur- 
rounded by Tjancers. He had exchanged salaams with the General 
and those al)out him, and, if not positively elated, was seemingly 
quite content to leave Oabnl. Captain Turner was the Political 
Officer to whoso care he was assigned; and Abdallah Khan, son 
of the Nawub Gholam Hussein, w'as the native officer in attend- 
ance. His four body sorvaiits and a favourite attendant, Abdul 
Kayun, who had been released at the last moment, rode with the 
escort. No notice was given beforehand to his servants; and 
when the royal cooks heard that they were to start for India, they 
abandoned their master and took refuge in the city, They were 
afterwards sought out and sent on to Luttabuud, the halting- 
2 )laco for the night, as the comfort of Yakub Khan is to be 
strictly considered. The news of the departure soon spread 
through Cabul, and tliC Mossnlman potjulation, according to a 
Hindu informant, arc greatly de^irosHed and uneasy. They are 
now convinced that the Furani dynasty is at an end ; and, while 
not regretting Yakub personally, they mourn over the fall of that 
reign of turbulence which they could always carry out in tlie city 
under a Barakzai. Double marches are to be made the whole 
way to Poshawur, where Yakub Khan Is expected to arrive in eight 
days. Part of the Cabul Field Force escort will accompany him 
to Jiigdulluck, where the advanced KJiyhor Brigade will as sumo 
charge, and he will he passed through the various posts until the 
Punjab Frontier is reached.^ His sou, the so-called heir- apparent, 
remains hero, as well as tho meinbors of his htirem, who will be 
pensioned and properly cared for by the British authorities. 

During the past few days reports have come in of growing 
uneasiness among various sections of the tribes about Cabul, and 
these culminated yesterday in the news that the Kohistauis had 
actually risen, and were at Khoja Serai, on the Charikar lload. 
They were said to have cooked three days^ food, and to meditate 

■* I may here state UiatTakub Kluvn made the journey to Pesliawur without incident j 
the rapidity of his moT0inent& preventing any tribal eomhination being formed with the 
object of attempting his reserre. 
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attacking Slierpur on the last clay of tlio moon. Froiio tlu 
Lutiabnud cliveciiou also it was reporied tliat tlio Sails of Tagai 
and the liillnion wcsL of Ju^dulhick were also meditating mischief 
though be3^ond gatlicring together in small l)iiuds they liad 1101 
made open deiiionstratioii of liostility. The change in the attituch 
of the Ivohiataiiis has wariiod ns that it is idle to expect a peace- 
ful quiet among men ^\ho have alwny^s ])eoii unruly ancl tiirlmlent. 
The sections whicdi will prohahly give us most trouble now and in 
the future aro — the Wardaks inhabiting tlio country about the 
Ghazni Hoad, who may drag in the Logaris, the Sails of Tagao, 
ancl the Kohistanis. With the two former we have already come 
into collision ; General Macph(;rson having ventured into Tagao 
in search of supplies, while General Bake]' on a similar mission at 
Maidan has had to burn Beiii-Badam in the Wardak country/'"' 
It is probable that both Safis and AVardaks will seek hereafter to 
have their revenge ; hut in the meantime wo shall not trouble 
them further, as we have the Kohistanis to deal wdth. Kohistan 
lies due north of Gabiil between the Pnghraan, a spur of the 
Hindu Kush, ancl Tagao, and includes the upper valley oi the 
Panjsliir Kiyor, which stretches away north-east from Oliarikar, the 
most important town in the province. The lower portion of 
Kohistan is known as the Koh-Daman (Mountain Skirt), and is 
the district renowned for its vineyards ancl orchards, from which 
Cabnl is largely supplied with fruit. It is fertilized by innumer- 
able streams running down from the Pughinan mountains, and 
uniting to form a river, which, turned to the north by ranges 
of hills facing Pughmaii, eveutnally empties itself into the 
Panjslur on the western border of Tagao. Looking northwards 
from the Bemaru Heights above Sherpur cantonments, one secH 
nothing but amass of hills piled together in picturesejne confusion, 

* General Baker nearly fell a viefciin to Afgkan fcreaoliery at Bcni-Badam. He visited 
the village with twenty or thirty troopers of tlie OtU Lancers, leaving his infantry on 
the Ghazni Road, 2^ miles away. The villagers brought out milk and fruit for the 
olhocrs, and provided com and forage for tlio horses, protesting their friendship loudly. 
General Baker noticed that only old men seemed in the village, but did nut suBiiect 
treachery until suddenly two large bodies of armed men, with banners Hpng, were seen 
rushing down the hill to cut oft' Iub retreat. The troopers had to skirmish on foot with 
their carbines, and after a sharp light the General managed to rejoin his infantry, Tbe 
next day he destroyed the village. 
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the foj’cgroniid heing a low rauge running parallel to the narrow 
&^\ampy lixko^ which bunlers the plain from which Bomaru rises. 
The road Iroru Giil>nl to K^histaa passes closo to Sherpur on the 
eastj crosses the grassy plain^ and over tlie lake on a raised cause- 
way at a point whe]*e it is very narrow and bliallow, and thence 
over a low h)tal called Pa on Minar. Koh-JJainaii is then fairly 
entered upon, and the route northwiirda is as follov\s: — Paen 
Minar to Kila Ittafal Khan, six miles ; Ittaful Khan to Khoja 
Serai, five miles ; Khoja Serai to I.stalif, sovon miles ; Istalif to 
Charikar, v]u Istuvgoliteh, thirteen miles ; or a total from Paen 
Minar, four miles from Sherpur, of thirty-one miles. While we 
were encamped at Siah Sung the Kohistan Chiefs came in and 
made professions of friendship, which w'ere gladly accepted l)y 
General Koberts, They remained with us for several weeks, hut 
were plainly disappointed that no large subsidy 'was promised to 
them for their future good behaviour, A Governor, Shahbaz 
Khan, a Karakzai sirdar who had intermarried wdth the Koinsfcanis, 
was appointed, and was sent to Charikar, his mission being chiefly 
to furnish BU 2 ')plies for oiir troops, and to prevent any Ohiof 
arrogating to himself power in the province. No sooner do the 
seem to have returned to their villages than they began 
to concert measures to annoy ns. They gathered armed men 
together, set at nought Shahhaz Khan, and, as I have said, have 
been bold enough to declare thoir intention of attacking Sliertmr. 
That they mil do this seems too absurd to believe, unless there is 
a general combination, but the precaution of building breastworks 
on the Bemaru Heights has been taken, and yesterday afternoon a 
small party of cavalry were sent out to reconnoitre past Paen 
Minar. They saw no signs of any gathering, but still there may 
he bands of men lurking about. We have but a very small 
infantry garrison in Sherpnr at the present time, as 500 of the 
92u(l, 400 of the 3rd Sikhs, and 400 of the 5th Punjab Infantry are 
out in Maidan, while the troops sent to hold the road as far as 
Jugdulluck on the occasion of Yakub Khan’s journey down are, 
as alread}^ stated, very numerous. General Baker has, thcrofoi'e, 
been warned to march to Sherpur with his brigade as rapidly as 
his foraging arrangements will allow. 
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4th Vccemh(!i\ 

I'lie of the Koliisianis continues far from satisfactory, 

tlity have not, as ^etj^eeii reckless enou<>h to carryout 
tljdr tkreat of aUackiiii^ Slioinir. The nulhor of the late dis- 
lurlaiiieos is said to l^e ilie mother of Yakub Xhan, a woman well 
advanced iu \earB, but still capalde, tlirough agents, of doing 
nmeb imst'bieh Slje is in Cabal with ihe harem of the ex- Amir ; 
iind as we do not war against Avomon, she has had full liberty to 
intiifuic with dXfanTented cliiefs. Of the gatluM-ing of hostile 
bands at Klioja Serai, south of Istalif, we have heard little of 
d:o. TiiC man who will probably’ give ns most trouble is ]\rir 
Fhimdni: while, to show how interests clash in this once “ God- 
jj; werned country,” I may stiite tliat the nephew of Daond Shah, 
the ox-Conunander-iii-Chief of the Afghan army, is a prominent 
b ;Kbu‘ of tlie makonlcnts. His uncle is striving iu every way to 
ii giaTiate hntnfclf vrith the British, and has so far succeeded, 
Bud he froclv made use of by our Political Oflicers. Ho lias 
i'pveraj hioe- valnalde information and has lioen of groat 

serviri* in aiding ns iu the oolkndion of supplies. He has warned 
us of tin* disufccted nature of rdio Kohistanis ; and though he 
ovor-csti unities Hieir strength as opposed to our army, his warning 
has been partially justified by late events. The southern part of 
Kohi.djm, tlio Ivoh'Daman, is not so turbulent as that further 
noYlh, about Charikar, in which Shahhaz Khan is supposed to 
exercise power. One road from Northern Turkislan passes over 
ihe Hindu Kush and runs through Cluuikar to Cabal; and this 
lu^ar proximity to a province, supposed at present to bo safe from 
our urin}g has a tendency to foster local disafieclion. In fact, the 
of Tiirkistan re^acds upon all Kohistan, and indirectly upon 
tiio country about Cod)ul; and, in view of further complications, 
it is worth while looking critically upon the present position of 
tliiU important province* 

The capture of Cabul and the dispersion of such of the rebel 
r(*gi meats as f >nght at Gharasia had a groat effect, at first, in show- 
ing every ]*roYitiee o{ Afghanistan that the impregnability of their 
c(i|vilal was a myth. Our arms having been so successful in so 
a time, ehec'ked the incipient state of anarchy into which the 
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wliolo couDiry was fast falling, as it socmod rational to su2:)pose that 
an army wliioh in a few (la}s had captured CiLhnl would ])o more 
than equal to the task of visiting Ciiariluir, Ihimian, or even Lalkh, 
if orcasion required a further display of force, But, as time 
passed on, audit began to dawn upon the minds of men somewhat 
removed from the captured city that we were settling down for tlie 
winter in local quarterh, the latent hostility to onr pie^encc in 
Afghanistan revived. In Tnikibtan it could searedy he called a 
revival, as it had never died out. In that prounce were still 
orgaiiiiicd regiments (well armed and hoasting of being in posses- 
sion of guns), whose sepoys had iicv(U’ suffered tlie disgrace of a 
defeat at our hands. It was not, therefoi’e, surprising* that our 
attempts to open up communieaiion vith Grliolam Hyder, tho 
Afghan Governor of the northern districts, should have failed, 
[n the first place, it was extremely difficult to got trustworthy 
news of wliat w^as going on over the Tvoh-i-Baha range, and 
Gholam Ilyder’s movements 'were absolutely unknown. He was 
believed to be at Mazar-i>>Shanf, or Balkh, and rumours then 
reached ns that ho had left with ISicdi ]\hLhomed io seek aid from 
the Ptussians over the Oxus. Tliis news was never caulirmcd ; 
hut from incidents which occurred and weie verified in several 
ways, it transpired that, wherever Ghohmi Hyder might he, his 
power was very limited. The troops on which he relied for support 
either revolted, as in the case of the regiments at Ghori, a post 
fifty miles south of Kunduz, the nearest station to Badakshau, on 
the Balkh, Tashkurgan, Ivnndnz, and Eaizal}acl Road, or were 
deserted by their Generals, who sought safety with the British. 
The sepoys knew tlnno was really no Government in exisioueo, 
and, with arms in their hands, felt themselves masters of the 
situation, Badakshan was in revolt, Ghori and the district 
between Balkh and Badaksban could not do better than follow the 
example. They did so, and Gholam Hydor’s power was gradually 
narrowed, no atlention being paid to his commands. To make 
his position of Governor still more absurd, an Uzbeg CJiief, 
hlabomed Sliab, appropriated the country about Sar-i-Piil and 
Maemena, distant only oigbty miles to the west and south- wost of 
Balkh. The nominal Governor of Tnrkiatan, ihereforo, found 
himself at last ruling the tract of couniry south of the Oxus> as 
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fov Trull] tur<2Jiu riutl Aoliak on tlio east, and Akclia on tlic 

Wht : suntlr^vanU. to riamiai), lie g'overned as far ns men ehose 
tu (ilii'V liiiii. and 00 From x\.o]ialv to Akelia, in a 

liee^lhie, is tluiii VM) miles : tVom Iho Omis tlivough Balkli to 
Tauii ni is li]0 mik^s. This 'A’jib — and for all sve know is — the 
o^Lteui of u rritory (iholaia Hyder orns, lie is responsible to 
no one hut himself : nml ns long ns ho can fmd money to pay his 
troops, lie may rely upon exorcising a certain iuiluencG. If we 
lia<l got as far us llumian, 100 miles from Cahul, he might still 
hiiTc retained a show of independence, Balkh being so near the 
OxuH that to escape to Bokhara would have been easy if our 
troops had bf^eii jinshtMl on, before ^viutel■ set in, towards the 
noithern frontier. But Ciholam Hyder has heon left undisturbed; 
and now that iho Kohistanis have broken faith with us, his name 
Is bring freely used to induce men to gather together. A few 
days ago it was reported tliat be bad reached Cbarikar with eight 
guns and a fi»roe of cavalry ; but later repoils show this was a 
rumour circulated in Oabui to excite the Wardaks and 
Ghibuiis on the Ghazni lload and in Logar. He may have left 
j\rnzar i-SIiarif : but if, as seems likely, ho looks for Enssian 
goM to aid him in keeping bis hold upon Turkistan, he would 
seau/dy Lave deserted Balkh and the neighhourliood for the 
questionable glory of raising am army of liill-moii in Koliistan, 
^>Vbat is far lanre proljable is, tJiat tlie I'cgiments wliicli disbanded 
and scidtered to various villages are forming bands among them- 
selves, and some of these may think Cliarikar asi good a centre 
to make for as any othor place. Tarkistan can furnish any 
lunalmr of these sepoys; and as the Bamian route to Cabul 
is long and tiresome, they may prefer taking the road over tlie 
Hindu Kush to Kohiston, there to await for further dcvclopmcut 
of eventR* If tlie British force menaces them, they can return 
to Turkistan : if we leave them alone, as wo probably shall, they 
will have to find a way of living during the winter ; and this to an 
Afghan welbanned, and with the Lluster of a bully, is not a 
difficult tasik. From what I have written above, it will be 
seen that Kortlieru and Eastern Turkistan is in the state into 
which it might have been expected to fall without a strong hand 
CDiitrolling it from CabuL Of Herat 1 know nothing, as it is 
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too far rcmoTecl from us for even rumours to drift down to our 
camp, 

"With this condition of aJfairs in a ])rovince most open to outside 
influence and trans-Oxus mtrip'ue, it hecomes of serious moment 
to consider what modification of our policy, as set forth in the 
Proclamation of October 28tli, is necessary. The Proclamation 
concluded as follows : — The ^erviee^ of suck sirdars and chiefs 
as assist in preserrunj order will he dnhj rcvoijnhed ; but all 
disturbers of thepeace^ and jwrsons Gonccfiicd in attucls iipmi the 
British authoritij, ivill meet with condign punishment. The 
British Gorernmetif^ after consultation icith the prlncijml sirdufs, 
tribal chiefs, and others representing the interests and uishes of 
the various 2 )rovirires and cities, will decho'e its trill as to the 
fntiue permanent arrangements to he made for (he good guron 
ment of the Now these stilted periods either mean a 

greo,t deal, or nothing at all. As regards Turkistau there are 
within it at the present moment numerous disturbers of the 
peace,” as there are iuKohistan, Maiclan, and Logar ; and, to be 
consistent, we must fulfil our pledge to punish them condignly ; 
if not now, at some future date. But these disturbers have this 
much in their favour, that beyond the empty words of the Pro^ 
clamation they have had no evidence of the British authority which 
has supplanted that of the Amir. To them it is non-existent. It 
may flourish within 20 miles of Cabul and eastwards along the 
Jellalabad Yalley to the Kliyber, but it has never shown itself north 
of the Hhulu Kush : it has left Balkh and Herat untouched t it 
has not been felt at Bamian or Gbazni, each vithin 100 miles of 
the 7,000 men encamped at Sberpur : how, then, is it to be 
acknowledged at more distant points ? An authority, to be respected, 
must be tangible. The British authority at Cabul is in the 
tangible shape of a conquering army : it is respectod^ — 'Ut Gahul. 
But Cabul is not Turkistau, audit is idle to expect a Proclamation, 
or even a thousand, to cause provincial governors, now free from 
all control, voluntarily to submit to an authority which makes, 
apparently, no effort to reach them. Consultation with the 
principal sirdars and tribal chiefs representing the various pro- 
vinces and cities of Afghanistan is admirable from the view of 
closet politicians, but how if sirdars and chiefs declino to con- 
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Mill ? It may have been iiitoudcJj wheu the Proclamation Avas 
i-sutd, that a demon stratiun of force should he made to hriug 
aouut the consultation^ ])nfc that demonstration has never been 
utrried out — prol^ahly as much from political considerations as 
military dhticiillies, 8ir Predericlv Itoberts and his army did their 
fir.-t work of cajitiiring Cabal uith such rapidity that, Avitli troops 
pushed for^Aard from JelLilabiul to garrison the captured city and 
cuibct supplies for the A\inlcr, they might have ventured into 
TimkiCuui with the prospect of meeting with no opposition ; and 
there might have been iio\v', at Bamian and Palkh, agents who had 
been iii.stalled by our army and left in the position of governors 
rilling’ in oar name. This programme Avas believed at one time to 
lie on the cards, and \vo ealcnialed how many marches it Avas to 
iJamian and the 0 \us ; but Avith no su^jports forthcoming up to 
the middle of XoAnmher (a Hying column at Jugdulluck was not 
AMjrthy of the name), and Avitli the usual stupid outcry at home 
against even the appearaiicc of annexation, the project fell through* 
An attempt has Ijcen made to carry out the spirit of the Proclama- 
tion— to make permanent arrangements for the good government 
of the pGijple — by consulting Avith such sirdars as have deemed 
it Aviso to join us. From their number four men have bf3en chosen 
as guvernors of districts ; but, so fur, this system has been a 
tailiiro. lIoAvever much they may represent us, they are rejected 
of the people ; and the three Avho, to use an official phrase, have 
''juineJ their appointments,’' have had a A'ery rough time of it. 
The^e were Hbahbaz Khun, Atahomed Hasan Khan, and Abdulla 
Khan, all sirdars of local iiitlueiicG about Cabul, avIio were posted 
to Kohistan, Alaiduu, and Logar, respectively. (Turkistau, so far, 
luis not received its governor, Sirdar W'ali Alahomod, aaFo had 
made many prepand ions for starting.) They AVer e sent Avithout 
armed escorts, and have been Avorried and tbrcalened by mal- 
c uueuts, Avho have resented their intrusion with menaces that can 
scarcely be lightly regarded. In one case, that of Hasan Khan, 
sun of i)oat Alahumed and half-brother of AVali Alahomed, assas- 
bination bus been added to threats. News was brought in from 
Naare T'uiud, the village in the Maidan Valley which General 
PukeFs force only left on the 1st instant, that" a body of man, 
including some sepoys of the Ardal Regiments^ had attacked the 
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fort in wlaicli Hasan Khan was living, and had murdraod our 
lately-appointed governor and one of his followers. They shol. the 
old man through the head, and then hac-kod his body to pieces. 
Ilasau Khan Avas quite a favouiite in our eainp at Maidau, his 
kind disposition and hearty frankness being qualities very foreigji 
to the nature of the ordinary Afghan sirdar. The men who 
killed him arc said to have come down the Darra Narkh from the 
hills about Bahadur Khan’s villages ; and their action was in 
revenge fur our huniing of their villages. They returned to 
Upper Maidaii as soon as they had murdered our re])rohentative, 
having, according to their own rude idea, shown us tlnit they h.ul 
no intention of accepting our authority. It is evident tliat from 
Ghazni northwards much excitement has arisen since General 
Baker’s departure. From Charikar and Logar our governors re- 
port that they are looked upon with disfavour, and e\on hated, by 
many maliks ; and as they also haA^e no escorts, their lives may 
be considered in jeopardy. When the Kohistanis, a fcAV days ago, 
were up in arms, Shahbaz Khan’s position avms very ticklish; and 
to relieve the pressure put upon him, Hirdar Ibrahim Khan, an 
elder brother of Yakub Khan, A\as sent out to bring back the 
chiefs to the allegiance they had promised Avhen in our camp. 
Though he succeeded in inducing twenty or thirty of the iniiior 
chiefs of Koh-Daman to come in, ho was reviled by others as a 
‘^Feringhi” and “ Kafir,’" and was warned to return to Sherpiir, 
or his life Avould ho taken. These are the results of the fiist 
experiments of governing provinces through chiefs selected by uh 
as representing the iiiLerests and wishes of the people. 
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CHAPTEil XV. 

of all Tiwj in PhLtpui— StTcn^lli ot tljo (xarrison— Tlie Commencement of the 
tkiMubsT O])i;‘i 4 tioin, — ^t^Jnc 3 al j\Licpli^n-on’s ihie-nlc at Anslmtir — CTeneial Jiaker’s 
t-ljt.k Mai. Imp II Mu'Un— Tim fthml pi^^aJiLd 1>\ .Mimhk-i'AUm— Strm^th of 
Maltiaii (] Jail s Ft>iC'‘ —Tiie Plan f (.)pcratioim — D aVui of ilie KoPP-lHus ui Kila 
IC a-; ral ALmpii. mon bn AilmhiP'Ii — ( imieial Maicb up the 

(Ti. idcli \Ptdey natli the tfun- and Cavalry — Fii^l {^i£,dd of Mahomed Jan’s Aiiny— 
UiU'p^i-tf'l Fiidijrtli of iho Ai^hcUm— ‘ The Artion of Decf^mhei* 1 1th in Chiivdeli 
— Lt.' - of Foiir and Ih*\.ul e of the Cavalry — Deleme of the Dtdima/ung 

UoE^-., h} tlUO >.ii rro 7'2ri(l Ilr^lilrmh is — Poeo^eiy of uhe Ciim-i by Colonel MaegTCgor 
■ — MaLphci'-uiP^. Anival at Dobma/nn^ — Attaok on the Snerderwaza Piequet. 

fiaik-apcu, ^ih T>eGeaiLhei\ 

Gene PAL Eakeu’s Brigapj returned to Slicrpnr a few cla^ s ago, 
iTud llm result of his visit to i\I}nclan is now visil)le in the large 
fetavks of Jfhoom iLiid the hags of grain near the Commissariat 
Gate. Sir l^lkdiad Kennedy, JAiroctor’-General of Transport, M’ith 
a small party of ofiicers Las arrived from India on inspection duty 
and u now a guest of Sir Frederick rioLerts. The ex- Amir is now 
well on his ivay to India, and the troops sent to strengthen the 
posts between Gahul and Jugdulluek huve returned to quarters. 
8o far no attempt has heeu made by the trilies on the Peshawur 
Eoad to rescue Yakub Khan, but there is much latent fanaticism 
about Cabul, and the mooUahs^ \\]xo always gave ua so much 
trouble, may seize upon the deportation of the sovereign as a 
rallying-crr. 

Yesterday a parade of all the available troops in ganison 
held on the large inaulau which lies to the north of the Bern am 
hills, and extends to the borders of the narrow ^Yazirabad Lake 
at tlio foot of the southern Kohistan hills. No better place for a 
review of ovon 20,000 men could be desired, as the ground is very 
level, and is covered uith short grass, which prevents dust aocu- 
umlaiing. The nominal object of the parade was to present four 
men of the 72iid Highlanders with medals for distinguished 
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service iit the storming of the Pehvar Kotal last Docemhrr.^ 
There were 4,710 men and t-wenty guns on the ground. The 
guns were twelve 9-pouuders, Lclongiug to F-A and G43, and 
eight 7-pounders of the Mountain Ihittories. The following iahle 
shows only the troops paraded ; it was necessary, for the safety of 
the cantonment and the valuable stores now collected within its 
walls, that a strong guard should remain in SbcTpur, and 100 
men were detached from each infantry regiment for this work. 
Indying picquets were posted, signallers with heliogp'apliic aiq)a" 
rains placed on the Eemarn Heights and over the Commissariat 
Cato (that nearest the city), and, to prevent any incendiarism 
being attempted, orders were given to refuse admission to all the 
Hazara coolies employed on the quarters until the parade was 
over. Our hhoosa stacks and w'ood-piles are so nearly completed 
now, that wo cannot afford to let them l)e burnt clown. 

The following is the full strength of the troops drawn up for 
the Lieutenant- Gonerual’s inspection : — 


KuniiAM Dtvihton, Caoitl Pield Fouce. 


Troox’s. 

g 

a 

e 

0 

Native 0 Price 

Nun -(’lai iij 1 ‘ - ^iuned 

0 Vitus 

Total 


Native. 

F-A, Itoyal Horse Artillery 

5 


10 a 

, 

111 

Ih>Yal Artillery ,r. 

U 

— 

lv'7 

— 

113 

Nfh 1 Moimtaiu Battery... 

2 

1 

4 

80 

87 

No. 2 Monntain Battery 

4 

— 

4 

74 

82 

9th Laneers 

Hi 

— 

203 

— 

28Z 

5th Punjo-b Cavalry 

S ' 

n 

— 

am 

361 

1 Itb Piongal Lancers 

7 

10 

, — 

213 

250 

67Lb F'oot 

16 

— , 

450 

— 

454 

72iid Highlanders 

is 

— 

553 



671 

92n(l Highlanders 

If) 

— 

561 ; 

1 — 

676 

23rd Pioneers ... - 

4 

6 

— 

1 205 

305 

3ra Sikhs 

8 

10 

— 

1 525 

548 

6th Punjab Infantiy 

4 

n 

— 

6j3 

613 

6th Ghoorkas 

6 

s 

— 

3SR 

402 

7 th Company Sappoi'S 

3 

— 

4 

1 60 

76 

Total 

120 

57 

2,043 

i 2,400 

1 

1,710 


* These TO'eSoi’geant-Iastruoior oX Miibketiy Salmoud, Sergeant Cox, XhiyateMcIveen 
and Private Bonar. 
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To theic have to be aJdeJ the Staff, T\hich was made up as 
fullo^^s : — 

CoLjiiiiJii4ini^ (^L^nhT — Jjrigadie^r-GeiuM'al i\[iJ/Ssy ; 

I>rigaaf‘*:\L)iur— Lieutcuaiit IJj'nLiizou : Orderly Otiicer— Lieu- 
tenant Ileaisey. 

Couimuiifling Inianfry Ih-igado— Brigadier-General IMac- 
phei’sou ; Brigfule-Maj or— Captain GuiiuiefcB ; Orderly Officer- 
Captain Maogiogor. 

Commanding 2ud Infantry Brigade — Brigadier- General Baker; 
Brigade-AIajor — Captain Earwell ; Orderly Officer — Lieutenant 
lunie. 

Commanding Boyal Artillery — Tiieii ten ant- Colonel Gordon ; 
Officiating Adjutant — Lieutenant AllbOi^p. 

The parade ^\ent otf very succebbfally, and seemed to impress 
Hirdar "iVali Mahomed Khan^ Daoud Shah (the late Commander- 
in- Chit f of the Afghan army), and other persons of importanco 
who were iivesent. 

We mix Mork and play a good deal at Cahul : for scarcely had 
the parade ended than the move serious husiness of sending out 
a brigade" into the Chardeh Talley was begun. In the afternoon 
the foUo\\iug troojfs, under the command of Brigadier^ General 
ISIacphcr'ion, It ft the cantonment and inarched to Aoshalir, five 
miles due west of Sherpur : — 

G companies G7th Foot; 

7 companies 5th Ghoorkas ; 

550 of the 3vd Bikhs ; 

4 guns F-A, Boyal Horse Artillery; 

4 guns No. 1 ]\ loan tain Battery ; 

1 s^iuadron 0th Lancers ; 

2 B<|U’advons 14lh Bengal Lancers. 

Thi& movement is due to the gatherings in Koh-Daman and 
Maidaii. The eftorts of old Mushk-LAlam, the Ghfxzni oiioollah , 
to mue ii ji^had hsiVB been so far successful, that Mahomed Jan 
has 5, GOG men with him between Argandeh and Beni-Badam, on 
the Giiuzni Bond, Ihls would not have been of much consecjuence 
vrereit not that pressure had been brought to bear upon the local 
villagers, wLo were briuging iu gram and hhoosa. In tbe Logar 



BcgDining of December Troubles. 1S7 

Valley our Grovernor haf? Leeii defied and the supplies 'wlhch were 
pouring in from that disirioL have almost entirely ceased. Wo 
still want about 15,000 inaunds of wheat and 50,0C0 maunds of 
hhoosiij and as we are anxious to get it all in before the snow falls, 
it has been determined to attack the tribal bands and once more 
02 >cn the road. If our supplies were collected, we should probably 
have left Mahomed Jan alone until he had got a large force to- 
gether, and then have gone out to meet him, (jeneral Maepher- 
son has halted to-day at Aoshahr, as a plan has been carefully 
prepared by which it is hoped Mahomed Jan’s “ army” will be 
forced to fight. In the carrying out of this plan, Uvo separate 
forces will be employed — -the second brigade, under General 
Baker, being now at Gharasia with secret orders. This force is 
made up as follows, and is a “ flying column ” in the true sense 
of the word : — 

450 of the 92nd Highlanders ; 

450 of the 5th Punjab Infantry ; 

5 troops of the 5 th Punjab Cavalry ; 

4 guns of No. 2 Mountain Battery ; 

7tli company Sappers and Miners (detachment with gnu- 
cotton) . 

General Macphersoii will to-morrow march up the Oliardeh 
Valley and endeavour to get between the enemy and the road 
leading to the Unai Pass, so as to cut off their retreat towards 
Bamiau. General Baker, moving in sympatliy with the Chardeh 
Force, will leave Gharasia and make a feint of going up the Logar 
Valley. This intention will he openly proclaimed; but, after 
leaving Gharasia a few miles in rear, he will turn sharply to the 
south-west and throw himself across the Ghaani Pmacl below Beni- 
Badam, cutting off Mahomed Jan’s reti-eat to Ghazni. The 
5,000 men said to have assembled would then be practically encom- 
passed about, and, being unable to run away, they would probably 
make a stout resistance. If General Maepberson can only keep 
them in play and get well above them in the Eamian direction, 
blindiog them to the movements of the other column, we shall at 
last be able to punish the Ardal Pultan right smartly. Our 
information leads us to expect that Mahomed Jan w'ill fight. Ha 
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cortaiiilr on to lln^ nlnA'e CalMil, even after we liad 

roiu^liesl Ltoii, Hisfe.ir Oil October Ttb ; ami, peibaps, his courage 
may be fMpml to ugniii re^isiing n.s. The (lotaebmont of so many 
iiieB liuh, of eourso, A\{aLkenefl the giUTisuii of Bliorpnr, aiul the 
(uiiihs, Cavali^, imd liifautry Lu\e bucui (jrJon'd up from eTiigdnJ- 
liiek in coimi^jiiencca TL(-y will probuldy arrive in a day or two. 
The Ivolubtaum liaxe uot vuiiinrod Ui display furtlier hostility to 
ns, but Mir llutcdia still keeps alumt him a gathering of discon- 
teiiU-d men, and may try to join i\Iahonied Jan at i\]aidan. Amid 
all this tribal distnrlamce it is satisfartury to know that the Ghil- 
saib. LuMiinanis, Bljimuaris, and Afridis on our line of communi- 
cations vdth Jiidia are still rpiiet : \\liether suspirionsly bo, I cannot 
Buy. Ijeyond the cutting of the telegraph nire between r)akka and 
Jellaiubud oceaBioually, they seem to be on their best behaviour. 

lltk December, 

The strategical move of two columns out of our cantonment 
here, to di^^perso ^Mahomed JaiPs force, has had a most unexpected 
result. I he enemy have beaten us at our own gauie—has out- 
man mavred uB— and, instead of Mahomed Jan being a fugitive, 
he is calmly occupying the peaks to the south of the Bala Hissar 
liidge, and his htaiidarils are hying in sight of Cahul and all the 
country round. Wc have been complaining of wumt of excite- 
ment here lattdy, hut to-day has given us more than our fill. I 
explained in tny last letter that Brigadier Maephorson movod oat, 
on Moiuliiy, to Ivila Aosbahr, just tli rough the Cabul gorge and at 
the rasteru end of the CLardoh Talley ; while Brigadier Baker, 
on the following day, marched to (Jhanisia, and intended cutting 
olf Muhonred Janh retreat, on the Ghazni Bead, iitMaidam Yes- 
terday the lorce under General Maepherson left lula Aoshahr at 
dawn four guns of i-A, Bojal Ilorsu Artillery, with an escort of 
two squadroiis of cavalry, drawn from the 9th Lancers and the 
IBli Bengal Lancers, reuiainiiig on the c ampin g-groiuuL with 
nrdcisto chock du3 the enemy if they turned towards 

Lubol. J ho iiitanlry, with four mountain guns and a squadron 
of the Bitli Bengal Luucors, under Colonel Boss, took the Kohistan 
Itoad, and fimdly gained the Surkh Kotal — a ridge running down 
frma the Pughmau Ilange, and dividing Ghardch from the JKoh' 
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Damau, tlio colcbvaicd fruit country” of Kolustaii, The cliief 
object of GeiiCTal Mai^dior^on was to head l)aclv MaluaiuHl Jan, 
who was rej)ortGd in ho maldii^,^ for Xoliistau, in order to unite his 
foico witli the lauds gatlierod by Mir ijiitcba at Ivhuja Serai. The 
Idtli ]Jon<,nil Lancers were sent forward to recoiiiioitro 011 the 
Puglmni]! plaii) to the norili of ile Lutal, ni\(\ they soon found 
themselves in tlic face of several thousand men near Kila ILirez. 
The whole country seemed covered with masses of armed tribesmen, 
and on every low hill banners were Hying. The infantry halted on 
the Surldi Kotal while the baggage came up, and preparations were 
made for dispersing the LohistaniSj rvho were plainly on the way 
to swell ]\Iahomod Jan’s gathering. As Maepherson’s force formed 
up on the luital, the enemy advanced lery confidently, and our 
cavalry were obliged to fall back, d’wo mountain guns were got 
into action, and a few shells broke up the most advanced bodies. 
A snfficieiit guard was left over the baggage, and General Mac- 
phei'son then a i tacked with the following infantry: fou^’ companies 
GTlli Loot; six companies 5 tli Glioovkas; three companies 3 rd 
Siklis-“two inoiuitain guns moviug with them. The enemy broke 
and fled in confusion as soon as our rides began to make good 
practice. Timm was one bill, defended hy sun gars, at which a few 
Ghafjis tried to mnlco a stand ; hut the GTtli were not to be denied, 
and they raced np it in fine foimi, driving out its defenders very 
smartly. The 5 tli Glioorkus took ])y a rush a hill on the extreme 
left, and the 3rd Sikhs, in assailing another hill, were equally buc- 
cessful ; hut two fanatics jumped over the suit gars and charged 
upon tliG men nearest to them, sword in hand. They wounded two 
sepoyS, and tlien rushed back to their comrades. The guns shelled 
the Kuhistanis as thoy streamed away up the valley, and the cavalry, 
dismounted, also Hrcd at a few’ hundred yards into them. The 
'watercourses and enclosures prevented the Lancers eliarging. The 
Kohistanis, who wore commanded by Mir Butcha in person, lost 
heavily ; many hiidies were found on the ground by our men, and 
many of the dead were soon to be carried off. Our casualties were 
— one man 67 th, two Ghoorkas, and four of the 3 rd Bikhs, all 
wounded. Major Fiizddugh^ commanding the Ghoorkas, received 
a slight flesh-Avound from a bullet in the right leg. He was not 
so badly hurt as to be incapacitated from duty, though, at tha 
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Lieutenant-Genorars ror_[UGst, lie has since remained in canton- 
ments. thrashed llntclia. General llucpherson 

encamped for the -at }y[ahomod 8ar^.^ar Khaids Kihi, close to 
Ivila Ivarox, ready tr> deal wlih :Muhoined J'ln on tljt‘ Following clay. 
The presence of a large foice of st'poys and tii])esmen at and near 
Argaudeli, on the Ginuni Hoad. 1 1 miles from Slierpnr, wais kriowm 
hoyniid donht ; aud Gmieral iMaophertion s aim was to get between 
them and the Tnai Pass leading to Pamian, so as to drive tliGiii 
clown towaials ^Liidan, wdmre General Baker was veahing evith 950 
infantry, five troops of the 5th Ihnijah Cavalry, and four inonn- 
tain gnns. There was a clninee that ]\rabomed dan would break 
himk into the Chavdeh Valley, towards Cahul, hut it wms not 
believed that ha Lad vhtli him a sufficient number of men to do 
any miscdiicd iii that direct ion. He had, lunvever, cloiihle the force 
reported (5,000), and was suffndently conndent to take the bold 
step of entering the valley. Whether he conteni])Jated an attack 
upon Sherpur, knowing there was nothing, beGveen him aud the 
eantonmeuts. except a small party of ca^ airy and four guns, is not 
known ; hut if he laid learnt the wen Im ess of the place, such an 
attempt ^vas highly pruliahle. In any ease, wdiile General Mac- 
plxerson niarcdied from his camp at the fort, w'here lie had passed 
the night, aud took the path to Argaudcdi behind a range of lulls 
running right across the Charcleh Valley from the Surldi Koial, 
the exiemy, to the mimber of at least 10,000, dehoncLed into tho 
villages on the CaLul side of the range, and waited there the movc- 
meiits of our troops. Tliey were reivarded for their manosuvre by 
the appearance of the Horse Artilleiy gnus and their small escort 
of cavalry, inaking their way to join the infantry at Argandeh. 
This moveinoiit of our guns and the aftor-events, which have been 
extremely serious, ctiri ]}eHt be explained by following the action of 
the cavaii’v from tho evening of yesterdH}^ 

The fotir Horse Artillery guns, under Major Rmith Windham, 
were, as f have said, left at Kila Aoshalirwith an escort of cavalry. 
They were ordered to move this mnniing along the Argandeh Hoad 
to rejoin the infantry, and they started, with this object in view, 
under the command of Colonel Gordon, R.A. Brigadier Massy, 
with another synadron of the 9th Lancers, from Sherpur, over- 
took them soon after starting, and took command of the whole. 



First Success of Alaliomcd Jan, 3 g i 

He had then as escort to the four ^iius of F-A, 170 troopers of the 
9fch Laucers (uucler Lieutenani-Coloiicl Cloland) and 44 so^nxrs 
of tlic 1-i 111 B(3n gal Lancers (nudor Captain Neville), or a tolal 
strength of 214 knees. A troop of the 9lli Liincr'rrf (43 strong), 
under Captain Butson, had been sent olf by General 51a ssy to 
open communication, if possilde, with General ^lac^ herson. Gen- 
eral Massy made Kiln Kazion the Ghazni Hoad hisohjeetive point, 
that being a])out 4 miles distant; and he reached this ndtliout 
incident. Just after it had Ijeen passed, however, liis advaiico- 
gnard, which consisted of a troop of tho 9th Lancers under 
Captain Gough, reported the enemy hi sight on the hills in front. 
It soon liecamc apparent that tlie Afghans bad thrown thomselves 
across the xVrgandch Hoad, hut as only 2,000 or 3,000 appeared 
in sight, it was thought they wei’O fugitives flying eitlior from 
General Maenherson or General Baker. As they began streaming 
down from the hills General kfassy got his guns into action at 

2.000 yards, which range, at Colonel Gorcloids suggestion, was 
ehiingecl to 2,500, and 2/)00 yards, the guns advancing towards 
tlie left to make their fire more efiV'clivo. After a few shells had 
been fired, the enemy showed themselvos in full force and advanced 
in Bldrmishing order upon the guns and cavalry. Their line of 
advance was fully two miles m extent, and was of good form alien. 
There were about 4,000 men thus extended in the shape of a 
crescent, and in roar of them w^as an irregular body, numbering 

6.000 more. Tims klahomed Jan’s force was found to be 10,000 
strong, instead of 5,000. It was admirably led, and boasted 
thirty or forty standards, mostly common red, while, or green 
cloth floating at the end of a rude staff 12 or 13 feet long. 
Though the shells from the four guns were pitched into the iliick 
of the enemy, no effect was produced in the way of breaking the 
line of advance. It never wavered, but came steadily on ; and 
as General Massy had no infantry with him, he was obliged to 
retire. The guns changed position ^Gdght hack,” and re-opeued 
fire at l,70f) yards. Bullets from Snider and Enfield rifles began 
dropping among the cavalry and tho gunnerH, hut no casualties 
of any moment occurred. Thirty of the 9th Lancers dismounted 
and opened fire with their Martini carbines, but the enemy were 
too numerous to be checked by so small a body of men — a 
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regimoBi of inffuitiy was what wns rcquivecl. Wliilo tlio ariillcry 
was thus ill action, Sir F. llobcrts and SLafr, with Sir Micduie! 
Kcuuedy aod pai’ty, joined (Icueral l\Iassy, Iniviug ridden out Ironi 
SUerpur to watcli Ibo inovouieutH of the brigade. The lire Iroin 
the ateadily'advaiieiiig line of the enemy waR well siLstaincd, and 
to check theii' forward movement and cover the rcLircment of the 
guns ilio caviilry were ordered to clnirgc. 

^Yhen (lenoral Roberts sent instructions to (xencral Massy to 
order the Lanceis to charge^ as the enemy were approaching 
dangerously near to the gnus, Colonel Gleland, with one squadron 
of the [)th Lanceis (liiC lances), was directly In face of tlio 
Afghan lino, vith the 4-1 sowars of the 14ih Ifougal Lancors in 
rear, some disinnce nearer the guns. The other troops of liio 
9th (44 lances) under Captain Gough, which had boon acting as 
the advance -guard, were away on General Massy’s right ilank, 
watching tlio Afghans in that direction. When the charge was 
sounded Colonel Gleliaid led his squadron straight at tlic advanc- 
ing masses, the 14th Bengal Laucers following in hia wake, but 
not close up, as the order to charge had not joachod them so 
quickly. Captain Goagh, with his troop of the 9 th, seeing his 
Colonel charging, also took his men into action on the enemy’s 
left Hank. Some 2'lQ men against 10,000 were odds that could 
scarcely he G^cpected to turn in our favour; but the Lancers had 
to risk a heavy^ loss in the hope of saving the guns. Tho three 
bodies of men disappeared in a cloud of dust as they headed for 
the masses of the enemy, and nothing could l^e seen for a few 
monieuts of the fight. Then riderless horses eamo galloping 
hack, followed hy scattered parties of troopers, evldoiitly quite out 
of hand. They had been lecoived with a torrifle lire, w^hicii had 
killed many horses aiid men, and, upon trying to force their way 
through the enemy, had been savioundcd and their progress 
blocked by sheer weight of xuimhers. Men and horses went 
down in the mSlce^ and, once clowm, there was hut a faint chance 
of heiiig rescued. In one or two instances, liow’over, moii woro 
dragged from under their dead horses, mounted on others, and got 
well away out of the ruck.^' Even among Sir F* Boborts’s party 

^ The Ohaplain of the Force, the Her. — Adam&, was recoiruucncled for the ^'ictox‘ia 
CrObs for extricating one man, under a Jieavy hre. 
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watching the fight, biillGta fell thickly, killing three or four horses 
niiclcr their riders and wounding others. 'When the dust cleared 
away, it was seen that the cavalry charge had made no impression 
upon the enemy, who wore still advancing steadily across the fields, 
waving their knives and tulwars, and carrying their banners more 
proudly than over. Mounted men were galloping about from 
end to end of thoir line, directing their movements and keeping 
them well together. The fire from their Sniders and Enfiekls 
was deliberate and well-directed ; and though any of our English 
regiments would with thoir Martinis have checked them in a few 
minutos, the hrokcj]! ranks of the cavalry could not hope to stand 
against them. dTie 9th Lancers Inul suffered terribly in the 
charge : sixteen of thoir troopers, with two oilicera (Lieutenants 
Hoarsey and Eicardo), had been loft on the ground, dead; their 
colonel had come out badly wounded by a sword-cut, and a shot 
through the side ; Lieutenant Stewart Mackenzie had been 
disahlod by his horse rolling over him ; and seven troopers had 
rocoived wounds more or less severe. It was Colonel Clelaiid’s 
squadron which was so shattered in this charge. This squadron 
having lost its ofllcorB, and Loing hrokon up by the bad ground, 
got out of hand ; but Captain GonglTs troop, being more fortunate, 
served a rallying point; while the 14th Bengal Lancers, not 
getting well into tlio enemy, as a nullah checked them, w(3ra kept 
compactly together. Tho rally was sounded, and Colonel 
Maegregor and other officer s of the Oenoral’s parly collected the 
Lancers together, while tho guns ndvanced dOO or 600 yards, and 
re-opened lire. Tho squadron of tho 14th Bengal Lancers had 
lost hut one oflicer, Lieutenant Eorhes (whose body is still 
missing), and with Captain Gough’s troop of the 9th Avere able 
still to keep hoLwocn tho guns and the enemy, now only 1,000 
yards off. A second (diarge of tliese two troops, iogeiher Avith all 
the troopers who had boon collected, Avas ordered, but it Avas made 
in a half-hearted Avay, the country being of cxtraoi’dinaiy ditlieiilty 
for horses, and tho enemy Bwarming behind every tree and the 
banks of the higher water-chanuels. 

As Major Smiil> Windham was retiring Avith his two guns, 
which had been advanced after the first charge, he found one of 
the other iAvo gnus stuck firmly in a Avatercourse, Lieutenant 

0 
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Hai’dy kyiiig vainly to drag it ont \vitl\ snch liorsce^ as had got over. 
This was found to be beyond the strength of the horses, already 
woi’n out by the severe work of the morning ; and as the enemy 
were closing around on both sides the gun was spiked and 
abandoned. Lieutenant Hardy was killed by a shot through the 
head while near this gun. The other three guns had been got 
400 or COO yards further on to tho village of Baghwana, but wore 
stopped by a channel deeper and steeper than any yet crossed* 
Guns, men, and horses floundered into this, and the guns ot least 
would not come out again ; they, also, were spiked and loft in the 
water and mud, and drivers and gunners moved off with the 
cavalry, the villagers hring rapidly upon them. The long lino of 
the enemy came straight on, passed through the village, shrieking 
and waving their knives, and put their faces towards the Nannclii 
Kotal, which leads from the Chardeh Valley to the Western gato 
of our cantonments. Sir F, Roberts, with a small escort, had 
gone across country towards the village of Dchmazuiig, com- 
manding the western entrance to the Cabnl gorge. He had sent 
urgent messages to General Maepherson to hasten down tiio 
valley, and the Brigadier was soon engaged with 2,000 men, left 
behind by Mahomed Jan to keep him in play. The cavalry fight 
had been watched through telescopes by sevoral officers with 
General Maepherson, who had heard the artillery fire. Sending 
his baggage under a strong guard of infantry, and a squadron of 
the 14th Bengal Lancers, under Colonel Ross, hy way of the ujiper 
road nearest Kohistan, General Maepherson marched through a 
break in the hills and debouched into the Chardeh Valley, The 
appearance of his troops away in their roar seems to have 
influoucecl the movements of the enemy, who turned off from the 
road to Sherpur, and, swinging their left flank romul, made direct 
for Dehmazung, with the evident intention of gotting into the 
city, and occupying the Bala Hissar Heights ahovo it* General 
Roberts, upon seeing the new movement, sent off a message by 
his aide- do- camp, Captain Pole-Carew, to Brigadier Hugh Gough, 
commanding at Sherpur, ordering 200 men of the 72nil High- 
landers to double out to the gorge. 

After the second charge, in which the 9th Lancers lost several 
men shot down, Captain Gough^s troop did rear-guard work, dis« 
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mounting and firing, no m to hold the enemy a little in check. Only 
such Lancers as were wounded, or had their horsea disahled, were 
sent back to Shorpur, by way of the Naimchi Kotal,tlie rest eacort- 
ing General Loberts to Dehmazung. Once the broken squadron 
of tlio 9th wore got together, they settled doAvn resolutely to their 
work of keeping the enemy in play, and their carbines were used 
with good efiect until Dchmazung was reached. Here they got 
cover, and, with the sowars of the 14th, opened a smart fire upon 
Mahomed Jan’s force as it steamed up towards GabnL Alono 
and unaided they could not have hoped to stem the rush, and 
matters ’wore at a crisis when Colonel Brownlow, with the 200 
rifles of tlio 72nd Highlanders, arrived. The Highlanders were 
in the nick of time : Colonel Brownlow doubled out a company to 
occupy Behmazniig, the 9th cheering them lustily as they saw the 
wolcoino relief, and soon from the roofs and walls of the village 
rapid volleys were being poured into the Afghan ranks. The 
ouemy stroamod down upon the village “like ants on a hill,” as a 
ITighlaiulcr dcscrihod it, but Colonel Hrownlow’s admirable 
disposition of his handful of Bighlandors soon checked the rush. 
The men were told not to throw away a shot ; the Martinis soon 
blazed out in one persistent line of fire — and such a fire, that even 
Gliazis shranlc from encountering it. In less than half an hour 
the enemy were forced back, and they then split up into two 
parts— one going ou to the south, to Indikee village, and thence 
scaling the Takht-i-Hhah Peak and the heights to the south of 
the Bala Ilissar fortified ridge, the other facing round to the west, 
as if to get upon the hills south of Kilo. Kazi. Their entrance into 
Cabul had been frustrated, and all that was loft to them was to 
raise their standards on the hills they had occupied and flourish 
their knives in dcfianco at distant Shorpur. This they did, as we 
could see plainly ouough through our binoculars. 

In the moautimo General Maephersou had fallen upon a large 
body of Afghans higher up the valley, and with the 67th Begiment 
and the 3rd Sikhs had completely broken their ranlcB and pursued 
them towards Argandeh. General Maephersou did not then know 
of the loss of the guns, but in facing roimd towards Cabul he 
camo upon the soono of the charge, and was then able to recover 
the bodies of Lioiitonants Hoarsey and Ricardo and of the troopers 
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killed in action. His own loss was not heavy, Lieutenant Cook ol 
the Srd Sikhs being the only officer wounded. Sir F, Koherts 
remained at Dehmazung until Maepherson’s force reached it, about 
nightfall ; and then, leaving the Brigadier with his men encamped 
below the gorge, where Wali Mahomed had a camp with some 
mountain guns (he was preparing to start for Turldstan), tho 
Lieutenant-General returned to Sherpur. He had heforo received 
the news that the guns had been pulled out of the watercourses 
into which they had fallen, and were on their way to cantonments, 
liow they were recovered, well deserves tolling. 

When Sir F. EoLerts trotted across to the Oabul gorge, there 
were Lancers, gunners, and drivers, making their way towards 
Sherpur, and most of them were out of hand, their officers having 
been either put out of action or being missing. At the Nanuchi 
Eoial, facing the western end of Sherpur, most of these rallied 
about Colonel Maegregor, Captain Doan also having gathered 
some stragglers together. When the enemy veered off towards 
Dehmazung, Colonel Maegregor saw that the village of Baghwaua, 
near where the guns were lying, was not guarded by any of 
Mahomed Jan’s rear guard, and he thought there might be a 
chance of recovering the guns without waiting for General Mac- 
pherson’s advance. With a scratch lot of Jjancers and Artillery- 
men, he accordingly followed the upper Argandeh Eoad ; and, 
beyond sti’ay shots from villagers (who, as on October 8Lh, blazed 
at us whenever we were within range), the party mot “with no 
opposition. The baggage of Maephorson’s brigade was mot 
making its way to Sherpur; and as the enemy were then well on 
their way to Indikee, Colonel Maegregor took thirty men of the 
67th, and about the same number of Sikhs and Ghoorkas — sixty 
in all — and, extending them in skirmishing order, made for the 
abandoned gnns. On arriving at the village he placed his men in 
an enclosure well adapted for defence against any numbers ; and 
such artillerymen as were with him set to work to got out tho 
guns. This was done after a long struggle, and then it was found 
that teams sufficient only to give four horses per gun were present. 
Tho rest had galloped into Sherpur with their officer, Major 
Smith -Windham. With no artillery officer, but with the Chief of 
the Staff, rests the credit of recapturing the guns. Colonel Bobs 
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was told io bring iliom safely into camp witli the baggage escort 
and the scratch gathering of mountod meiij and this he did, 

Onv losses in the day^s action, so far as the Tl.H.A, and the 
cavalry arc concerned, are four officers killed, two wounded, and 
twenty-throe men killed and ten wounded. The officers killed 
and wounded were well to the front in tlio desperate charge their 
squadrons made upon the unbroken masses of infantry, and most 
of them were hit by the volley which the enemy poured into 
them as they got to close quarters. Colonel Cloland, in spite of 
his two wounds, was helped into the saddle and rode eight miles 
to Shorpur, fainling as ho was lifted from his horse into a dlioolle 
at the gate. Tho bodies of those Idllod wore brought in, and, I 
am sorry to say, they had been fearfully mutilated. The passions 
of our men arc likely to bo dangerously arouHod in future fighting 
by tlio romoinhranco of tlioso mutilations, which will not hear 
description. 

Ill Hhorpiir, an anxious aftornoon was passed. When stragglers 
from tho 9th Lancers and F-A battery rode in, wounded, miuU 
splashed, and many without lances or swords, it was known that 
a serious action had taken place, and all troops in tho cantonment 
wore ordered to stand to tlioir arms. Major Smith- Windham, 
with half a do^on drivers of F-A battery, was the first officer to 
arrive ■ and when no guns followed him, and he reported them 
‘‘spiked and abandoned,'^ and the enemy advancing towards 
Shorpur in overwhelming force, the anxiety of Brigadier Hugh 
Gough was greatly increasecL No gunner would Jeavo his guns 
ir there wore a ohanco of recovering them, and they were given up 
for lost. The western wall of the cantonments was manned by 
150 of tho 3rd Sikhs. At its northern end, where there is a gap 
befcw^een it and tho Bomaru hills defended by a shelter trench, 
wire ontanglements wore kid down from tho foot of the hill to 
the end of tho ^vall. All the gates were occupied by eroall 
detachments of infantry, and the two remaining Horse Artillery 
gun$ were placed upon the Bemaru HeightB facing towards tho 
Namichi Kotal leading to Chardoh. If an attack were really 
about to he made, it would be sharp work defending the throe 
miles of walls enclosing the cantonments, as less than 1,000 men 
wore available for tho duty; but the news that Mahomed Jan 
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Yfiih his 10,000 followers had turned oJT towards the Cabul gorge 
dissipated the anxiety felt ; and when, later^ the lire of the 72iid 
Highlanders was heard at Dohmaziing and then died away, every- 
one knew Sherpur was safe. It was ticklish work for the time 
being ; but Brigadier Gough made his arrangemonts quiotiy, 
and without listening to any absurd suggestions. As a pre- 
cautionary measure, a heliogram was sent to Ooionol Jenkins, 
commanding the Guides, wdio had reached Luttabund from Soi 
Baba in the morning ; ho was ordered to come in with his cavalry 
and infantry, withont baggage. At seven o’clock wc heard ho was 
at Bntkhak, and iis I am writing (at midnight) his corps is mar oil- 
ing in over 700 strong — 200 more will arrive to-morrow with tho 
baggage. Sir F, EobarLs, after sending np 200 of tho 72nd High- 
landers to reinforce the picquet on the Bala Hissar IFeights, rode 
into cantoujnents, within the walls of which all is made snug for 
the night. The reinforcement to the picqnei ivas caused by tho 
belief that Mahomed Jan wonld aiteinpt to occupy tho heights 
commanding the Bala Hissar and Cahnl, and there is no donht 
thin was his intention. Since seven o’clock tho piequoL has been 
assailed on all sides, and even now the circle of hre shows where 
the 250 British soldiers are bolding their own. 


CHAPTEE XYI. 

Attempt to fstovm the Taklit-i-Shali Peak — 'Natiirfil Strength of the Position — ^iroliograms 
exehaoged with Gcncriil Paker— Pailuie to take the Peak— Casnaliies—lTho Now 
Plan of Attack— Tho Action of tho 13th of UGCeiiiber— Stontiing of tho Beni 
Hh^ar Pidge by the 92 Highlanders and tlie Uniclcs— Tlie Cavalry CliiugcS in the 
Plain— Death of Captain Ihitson— The Position of Allaiis at BghlfaU-~lloinfoiTo> 
laents from koliistan — The Action of December 1 4 ih '—Storming of tlio Asinai 
Heights— llctreat of the Safis— Captain Yoiisden's Charge— Ooiiutev-AttiLck by the 
Dnemy from IncUkce— Death of Captain Spens, and lietiiemeiil from the Oimcal 
HiU— Loss of Two Mountain Huns— WHlnkawal of all Troops from the Asnifii and 
Sherderwaaa Heights — The State of the Slierjnir Defences -Total Casualties. 

Shjbbpuii, 12f/t D&cemheTf midnifjhL 
I DEPT Mahomed Jan and his Mowers in possession of tho hills 
to the south of tho Sherderwaza Heights, with a part of General 
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Mahomed Jan Overlooking CabtiL 

Maoplioi'Son'B brigade on the latter, ready to attack him. To-day a 
party of 560 men, made up in nearly equal proportions from the 
67th Foot, Tt^ncl Highlanders, 3rd Sikhs, and 5th Ghooikas, aided 
by two guns of Morgan's mounLain battery, have made that attack, 
and have cBtablishod themselves on a lower hill between the 
Sherdorwasia Heights and the high conical peak of Takht-i-8hah, 
whoreoii the enemy muster in great force and have sixteen 
standards Hying. This peak is the highest of the clump of 
mountains south of Cabuland lying between the city and Charasia, 
and was the point whence Captain Straton tried to heliograph to 
the Shutargardan in the early days of our occupation. It is cone- 
shaped, looked at from Sherpur, and on its southern bide joins a 
ridge running soirthwards above the village of Tudikee. The sides 
facing Oabnl are very steep, and covered with huge boulders 
polished by wind and rain, and of a kind to check any storming 
party. Perfect cover is afforded to racii holding it, and on the 
summit is a well-built sungar of great thickiicsB, covering a 
natural cavity in the rooks which has been made bomb-proof by 
some Afghan engineer, who understood the strength of the point. 
Fifty men could lie in perfect security behind the sungar o]* in the 
hole below it, and could choose their own time for firing at an 
advancing enemy. Outside the suvgar, and a little loAver down, is 
a cave, wherein another strong body of men could hide Lliemselves 
and act in a similar way, while their Hank to the left would be 
guarded by a broken lino of rocks extending down to the kotal, 
where the Bala Hissar Bidgo meets them. Just between the two 
ranges is a low, dome-shaped hill, blocking up the otherwise open 
kolal ; and round this a footpath winds, leading to the mingaVy 
but so narrow as only to admit of men going up in Indian file. 
The enemy occupied this morning the Takht-i"Shah Peak and the 
line of rooks I have mentioned, and had also a few score of mon on 
the lower hill in the hotal. Away on the south, hidden from our 
view, wore some 6,000 or 6,000 men, waiting for an attack to 
develop, in order to roinforco the peak. At eight o'clock our guns 
opened lire from the picquet on the ridge. There were then only 
seven standards on the peak, but during the day nine others were 
brought up; «nd the long ridge^ stretching downwards to Beni 
Hissar, was lined with men. These w'ere, by the contour of the 
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ground, safe from our shells, and they quietly watched ilio guns 
all day. From eight o’clock until evening Captain Morgan fired 
shell after shell into the m\x(jaY and the rocks below. Tho enemy 
were of quite a different order to those wo have hitherto had to 
deal with. They stood up boldly to their ffags, and waved thoir 
rifles and knives in derision at each shot. We could not spare 
more inffintry for the attack, as we had to protect Shorpur, which, 
w^e learnt, Avas to be attacked by Kohistanis from ovor tho Paon 
Minar Kotal, north of the lake. The city, too, was known to be 
in a ferment, and a demonstration might at any time be made 
from it against our cantonment. General Baker with his flying 
column Avas still absent, and our object was rather to hold the 
main body of Mahomed Jan’s force in chock, than try to disperse 
them Avith 560 men. At nine o’clock heliographic communication 
was opened with General Baker, then on the Argandoh Kotal. 
He reported that his rear-guard had been harassed for tho last two 
days, and that the hills in all directions were lined with tribesmen. 
Ho Avas ordered to march without delay to Sheipur, and it was 
hoped at first that he Avould arrive in time to assist General 
Maepherson in attacking the enemy’s position. As he had to 
march fourteen miles with his rear-guard engaged from time to 
time, he did not reach Sherpur until evening, so his troops, foot- 
sore and tired, were not available. 

After several hours’ shelling of tho Takht-i-Shah Peak, the 67th, 
the Highlanders, Sikhs, and Ghoorkas made their attack ; and, in 
spite of the stubbornness with which the Afghans fought, estab- 
lished themselves on the low^ hill on the kotal. They tried to 
work upwards to the sangar ; hut the fire of the Afghans was so 
true and sustained, that the attempt had to be given up. Our 
men also ran short of ammunition, and they contented themselves " 
finally with holding the position captured, so as to be able to 
co-operate on the morrow with any force sent out from Sherpur 
to attack by Avay of Beni Hissar on the enemy’s fiank. Our 
casualties included Major Cook, V.O., 5th Ghoorkas, shot beloAv 
the knee ; Lieutenant Fasken, 3rd Sikhs, bullet wound in both 
thighs ; and Lieutenant Fergiisson, 72nd Highlanders, soriouaiy 
wounded in the face. The enemy this evening still hold tho 
Takht-i-Shah Peak in strength, and large reinforcements arc said 
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Lo liavo joined Lhom from Logav, the Ghiizais from iliat district 
being up in arms. It has been clocidod to-mght to send a brigade, 
under Gciioral Baker, to attack the peak from Boni Hisaar village 
to-morrow at the same time that Colonel Money, of the 3rd Sikhs, 
moves up another force from the hill on the kotciL 


IStli December f evening. 

To-day the Takht-i-Shah Peak has boon carried, and a strong 
picquet now holds it. The action has been a great success, but 
there are still largo bodies of the enemy abovo Indikee ; and as 
they may try to r(igain the position, General Maepherson has 
abandoned Bobmazung altogether, and posted his brigade on the 
Sliordorwaza 11 eights. At eight o’clock this morning General 
Baker left cantonmeuts with the following troops : — • 

G-3, BiOyal Artillery, four guns ; 

No, 2 Moiiutain Battery, four guns ; 

92nd Highlanders (six companies) ; 

Guidos’ Infantry (seven companios ) ) 

8rd Sikhs (wing of 800 men) ; 

5th Punjab Cavalry. 

General Baker took the road past the Bala Hissar, and, upon 
debouching into the plain north of Boni Ilissar, found the enemy 
j^osted in force all along the ridge in front, loading down from the 
Takht-i-Shah Peak, Beni Hissar was also full of Afghans, and 
in the iields about it were detached parties. These, seeing our 
force advancing, began to stream towards the ridge, and the 
original plan of attack was so far modified that, instead of work- 
ing round through Bmi Hissar village, the Highlanders and 
Guidos were sent straight across some marshy ground at the 
ridge. The objeet in view was to cut the enemy’s line in two, and 
it was attained most successfully. Our eight guns opened fire at 
1,100 yards upon the masses of Afghans on the ridge, and the 
shells kept under the muslcetry fire opened upon our infantry* 
The 3rd Sildis protected General Baker’s left flank, while the 
cavalry aided in keeping the scattered parties about Beni Hissar 
in check. Nothing cotild be finer than the advance of the 92ud 
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and the Guides ; they reached the elopo of the hill, and opened 
hro upon the enemy, one continued roll of musketry being heard 
as they pushed upwards. They gained the crest, and the Afghan 
line was severed, about 2,000 being left about Beni Plissar while 
the assault was made upon the peak. The rapid fire from our 
breech-loaders swept away such of the enemy as stood firm, while 
the bayonet made short work of the ghazis who defended tho 
standards. At some poiirts twenty and thirty bodies wore found 
lying piled together, shot through and through by Martini and 
Snider bullets, showing how well the volleys had told. In a very 
short time the majority opposed to the storming party had broken 
and fled. . A few ghazis fought desperately, but upwards wont the 
Highlanders in the same gallant style they had shown at Oharasia, 
and unci or the same leader, Major White. The Guides, under 
Colonel Jenkins, were equally eager, this being their first chance 
in the campaign, and they shared with tho 92nd the honour of 
scattering the defenders of the ridge. One young Plighland officer 
fell a victim to that uncalculating courage which becomes rashness 
when pushed to extremes. Lieutenant Forbes, with only a few 
men, scaled the ridge, and got clotachod from the regiment which 
was toiling up as fast as the men with their heavy load of rifles 
and ammunition could climb. He was left at last with only 
Colour- Sergeant Drummond, an old twenty-one years’ man, and a 
band of ghazis turned hack and attacked him. The Sergeant was 
shot down, and Lieutenant Forbes rusbed forward to savo his body 
from mutilation. After cutting down a ghazi he was overpowered 
and killed before the Highlanders could savo him. Not a man of 
the ghazis who had turned hack escaped : they wore shot and 
bayoneted on the rocks. As tbe attacking party neared the Takht- 
i- Shah Peak the Afghans deserted it; and when a party of the 
72nd Highlanders and 5th Ghoorkas from the Bala Hissar side 
reached the sungaVy they found the flags still flying, but uo ono 
guarding them. The position had been captured in about two 
hours, and as the mid'-day gun was fired in Sherpur, the heliograph 
flashed from the siuigciTy and the peak u’^as known to bo ours. 
Some of the enemy ventured too near the Obardeh plain in their 
retreat, and a squadron of the Idth Bengal Lancers charged 
among them, killing between twenty and thirty. 
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A Brilliant Charge. 

Wliilo iho Higlilanclcrf} and Guidos were storming the ridge, an 
attack had boon attempted from Beni Hissar upon Goneial 
Baker’s loft ilank, hut tho 3rd Sikhs drove back tho enomy, who 
began to movo round towards Siah Sung, and eventually collected 
in forco upon tlicso hills. They wore shelled by our guns, and 
the 6th Punjab Cavalry wore reinforced by two squadrons of the 
9th Lancers, a squadron of tho 14tli Bengal Lancers, and tho 
Guides’ Cavalry. Wherever the ground wm good, our sowars and 
Lancers charged and did great execution. The Afghans fought 
bravely, forming up to recoivo tho cavalry with a Bteadiness that 
trained infantry would not have surpassed, and reserving ilieir fire 
until the horses wore close upon them. One brilliant charge by 
the 9 til Lancers cost that regiment one officer killed and two 
wounded, hcsidcs tho loss of several troopers. Captain Butson 
and Captain Cliisliolmo, at tho head of their respective squadrons, 
swept down upon 600 or GOO men, taking thorn on tho right and 
left Hank. Captain Butson turned in Ms saddle as ho faced tho 
enemy, and cried out : — “ Now, men, at them for the honour of 
tho old 9th,” and tho next moment ho fell dead, shot through tho 
heart. Me was in command of tho regiment, tho affair of tho 
Hill having sadly thinned the ranks of the oCfioors, and his death 
is universally regrottod. Captain Chisliolme Avas shot through 
the leg, iho ilaslr of tho rifle burning his clothes, so steadily had 
tho Afghan in front of him waited before discharging his piece. 
Lieutenant Trower was also slightly Avoundod, Avhile the Sergeant-' 
Major and throe troopers wore killed and sovou wounded, Tho 
Lancers rode through imd through the Afghans opposed to them, 
and scattered them all over the jflaim Tho 6th Punjab Cavalry 
also made a succoBsfu] charge, and iho Guidos tAvico got well 
among the fugitiveB. Tlmir second charge Avas upon a body of 
Kohistanis, Avho had crossed the plain east of Bemaru aud made 
for Siah Sung Aviih tlio intention of joining Mahomed Jan. They 
wore shellod from tho eastern end of the Bemant Reights ; and, 
upon seeing General Baker’s force engaged, halted irresolutely 
near Siah Sung, They tried to retrace their steps, but AAm-e 
suddenly charged down upon by tho Guides, who had waited for 
them behind tho northern slopes of Siah Sung, Sixty arc said to 
have boon Idlled in this charge alone, the Guides chaaing them m 
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fai* as tliG Logav river, where iho swampy ground chocked the 
cavalry* Altogether the clay’s fighting has been ft wonderful 
success ; and though our casualtioa are eleven killed and forty- 
three wounded, the enemy’s loss in killed alone must have boon 
between 200 and 300. 150 of the 5th Punjab Infantry, sent out to 

reinforce Grcneral Baker, came upon a large party of Afghan 13 
marching down the Bala Hisaiir Eoad. They were at first mis- 
taken for Highlanders ; but when they fired a volley at the officer 
who rode up to speak to them, the mistake was soon apparent. 
The Punjabeea at once extended themselves in skirmishing order 
among the willow plantations on each side of the road, and opened 
a rapid fire. The Afghans faced about and made for the Bala 
Hissar, but a company of the 5th cut off half their number, ami 
in a hand-to-hand fight killed forty. These men, who are hclicvod 
to have been from the city, were really run to ea]’th, and were so 
exhausted that they could scarcely use their laiivos. 

One feature of the day’s fighting has been the attitude of tho 
villagers about Cabuh A straggler from the 92nd Highlanders 
was found cut up between Sberpur and the Cabul river ; ofiicors 
riding alone have been fired at, and pelted with stones ; and two 
villages on either side of the road to Beui Hissar opened a heavy 
fire upon our troops. General Baker iialted on his way hack to 
cantonments to burn these villages as a reward for their treachery. 
The lives of the men in one were spared on condition that they 
fired the other, the gates of which could not be forced open by 
our guns. The defenders were shot as they tried to escape from 
the ruins. From the Bala Hissar and near the city shots were 
fired, and the flaiildng parties of the 92nd, in their homeward 
march, came upon 200 or 300 men in tho willow plantations, who 
tied towards the city walls. A coirvoy of wounded sent from tho 
Sherderwaza Heights to Sberpur had also a narrow escape, tho 
bravery of the non-commissioned officer in charge of tho escort 
alone preventing a catastrophe on a small scale. After General 
Baker had captured tho Takht-i-Shah Peak, ft number of dhoolics, 
containing officers and men wounded on the llih and 12 th on 
the Sherderwaza Heights, were sent down the hill to Shorpur. 
Sergeant Cox, with twenty men of the 72nd, was in charge of the 
dhoolicB, and among the wounded were Major Cook, 6 th 



splendid Behaviotir of a l\^on‘ commissioned Office}^ 205 

Ghoorkas ; Lieutenant Fergusson^ 72nd Highlanders ; and Lieu- 
tenant Fasken, Ih’d Sikhs. Upon arming at the foot of the hill, 
the road loading under the southern wall of the Bala Hissar was 
followed, and it was soon soon that parties of armed men were 
lining the parapets. Sergeant Cox, fearing to draw the fire by 
striking across the fields towards Beni Hissar, where General 
Baker was shelling some tillages, put on a hold face, and marched 
on steadily. This had the host effect, as not a shot was fired from 
the walls. Ten Highlanders were at tho head of the dhooliesj and 
len in rear. Just as the little party got near the Bala Hissar 
gate a largo body of Afghans sprang out from among the willows 
lining cither side of the road, and, drawing their knives, camo 
straight npon tho advance-gnard. The road from Beni Hissar 
joins the road to Sherpur just at this point, and seeing that it 
would ho impossihlc to cut through the enemy, or to retreat the 
way he had comc3 (as in the latter case the men on tho walls 
would probably open fire), Sergeant Cox pushed on, ordering his 
men to reserve their fire. His object was to got the dhoolics 
fairly on the Beni Hissar Road on his right, and then to fall hack 
until help sliould come from that quarter, Tho mauceuvre suc- 
ceeded admirably. Waiting until he was within twenty yards of 
the Afghans, ho ordered the ten anen with him to lire a volloy. 
This was too much for the enemy, who broke and took cover in the 
trees. The dhoolie-hGimm thought nil w'as over, and those carry- 
ing Major Cook dropped their dhooUe in the middle of the roacL 
They wore about to run, when Sergeant Cox threatened to shoot 
them dovvn unless they did their duty. They soon recovered 
courage, and "while rapid volloys from the advance-guard kept the 
Afghans in check, all the dhooUes were got safely upon the Beni 
Hissar Road, and finally reached General Baker’s force in safety. 
Sergeant Cox managed the whole business splendidly, and under 
such leadership the men wore cool and collected, skirmishing and 
retiring wdthout being touched by tho scattered fire directed at 
them. After waiting an hour, the escort was strongihened by 
some cavahy, and tho little convoy of wounded reached cantonments 
in safety. The position in which Sergeant Cox was placed was a 
most dangerous one, as the least hesitation or want of deciBion 
would have been fatal: the Afghans indeed, so sure of 
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success, that they did not fire at first, but trusted to cutting up 
the guard at close quarters with their knives. The three ofiicors, 
whose lives were saved by Sergeant Cox’s steadiness, reported the 
incident to Colonel Money, who had sent the ilhoolicB down the hill. 
Sergeant Cox w^as one of the men decorated with the distinguished 
service medal on December 8th for gallantry at the Peiwav Kotal. 
General Baker's force is now safely in quarters again. General Mac- 
pherson has sent back to Sherpur the 72iid Highlanders and the 
8rd Sikhs, and, with the 67th Foot and the 5th Ghoorkas, holds 
the Bala Hissar Heights and the Takht-i-Shah Peak. The cnezny 
are still in force above Indikee and at Dehmazung, which com- 
mands the Cabul gorge, and the road into the city has Izoen 
abandoned. They may try to work round in that direction — that 
is, if to-day’s defeat has not disheartened them. This evening a 
party of Kohistanis have come over the Surkh Kotal, and aro 
bivouacking on a hill a mile and a half west of Sherpur. These 
aro the reinforceinentB sent by Mir Butcha, who has no doubt 
heard of the success of Mahomed Jan on the 11th, The casualties 
to-day were eleven Idlled (two officers) and forty-throe wounded. 
Of these the OSnd lost one officer and two men Idlled and nineteen 
wounded. The Guides had three killed and eight wounded. 


15 //i DeGcmhcf* 

Yesterday the severest fighting we have yet gone through took 
place on the Asmai Heights above Deh-i-Afghan, and a lower 
conical hill adjoining them on the north. The enemy have 
been so largely reinforced, that their numbers are estimated at 
40,000, and they have shoAvn a recklessness in sacrificing life 
which has hitherto been considered quite foreign to the Afghan 
character. There must be many ghazis in their ranks from what 
we have seen to-day, and these fanatics always show a contempt 
for danger which makes them formidable erieznies, They sacrifice 
their lives, satisfied if, before death, they have killed a Kafir, and 
so scoured a future reward. Our own losses have been heavy, and 
for the first time our men have had to retire before the enemy, 
who are wonderfully elated at their success. It is true it was hut 
an isolated case of a handful of men having to meet 5,000; but 
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with the evacuation of the position onr men were holding, we 
loaL two mountain guns, which Mn homed Jan is sure to make the 
]UORt of as trophies, if he does not turn thorn agcainst us. To give 
in detail the incidents of yesterday ; — Between seven and eight 
o’clock in iho morning some thousands of men were seen gathering 
on the slopes abovo Deh-i- Afghan, a suburb of Oabul lying north- 
west of tho city upon a low eminence, which overlooks Tim our’ s 
tomb. The evacuation of DelimaViUng had, of course, given free 
passage to such of tho enemy as wished to ])ass into Oabul and the 
Bala Hissar, and those now poured out by way of Deh-i-Afglian 
and manned tho heights. Tho usual standards were carried, and 
ill a very short time tho sicy-lino was alive with men, until there 
must have bcion 8,000 or J 0,000 looking down upon Sherpur and 
within range of our guns. The array extended upwards from the 
suburbs, along tho crest of tho Asmai Pudge, doAvn the dip to the 
north, and over the conical hill 1 have mentioned; while, again, 
further to iho north, was a higher lumpy hill, on which were a 
number of Koliistanis, ^vho Inul bivouacked there the previous 
night. Geiioral IbiJcor was ordered to clear tho hills, and for this 
purposo he took out tho following troops : — 

Four guns G-J, lioyal Artillery ; 

Four guns No. 2 Mountain Battery ; 

14th Bengal Lancors ; 

72nd Tiighlandora (225 mon) ; 

02nd Ilighlandovs (45 men under Captain Gordon, who fell 
in with tho 72nd, as the six companies of the latter wore so 
weak) ; 

Guidos’ Infantry (4(30 sepoys) ; 

5feh J^unjah Infantry (470 sepoys). 

This gave a total of 1,200 bayonets and eight guns. The cavalry 
woro employed in the open to keep in ohecl?:, oi' cut up, stray 
bodies of tho onerny. General Baker left cantonments by the 
head-quarters’ gate in tho western wall, and made straight towwds 
a mound near Kila Bulancl, a mile and a half away, facing the 
conical hill, on cither side of which were roads leading into the 
Ghardoh Valley heyoncL Ho got his guns into action at once, in 
order to clear tho way for the infantry attack, and sent his cavalry 
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round on his right flank towards the Chardeh Valloy to recon- 
noitre in that direction. The Guides* Cavalry were ordered out 
to reinforce the 14th Bengal Lancers, and ivcrc fired at several 
times from walled enclosures just over the Nanuchi Kotal. The 
mountaiu guns drew off to a low ridge on which stood the ruins 
of a fort, Kila Bulan d, and shelled such bodies of men as ’were 
visible in the direction the cavalry had taken. The party told 
off to take the heights were the Highlanders, under Colonel 
Brownlow, and Guides’ Infantry, the 5th Pimjabees being held 
in reserve near the guns. The low, conical hill was captured 
without much trouble, but there then remained for Colonel Jenkins, 
commanding the attack, the difficult task of taking the Aamai 
Heights, every foot of the crest hearing an Atghaii firing from 
behind the excellent cover given by rocks and boulclors. Rising 
up from the captured conical hill was a steep hillside, with here 
and there shelving rocks hiding men from tho view of those above, 
and up this rugged ground our soldiers went steadily and rapidly, 
utilizing every bit of cover, and answering from time to time tlio 
hea^y fire they were met with. Tho guns shelled two strong 
Hangars v^hioh. had been built on the northern and southern points 
of the crest ; and made such practice, that the enemy began to 
move downwards towards CabuL They clusiered in masses above 
Doh-i“Afgban, where the shells of G-3 could not reach them, 
and afforded so tempting a mark, that Sir P, Roberts, who was 
watching the attack from the signalling station on the roof of 
the officers’ quarters in the w^estern gate, ordered two Horse 
Artillery guns out to open fire from under the cantonment walls. 
A wdng of the 3rd Sikhs and some cavalry went out as escort, and 
extended themselves into the fields beyond. The shrapnol fired 
from these two guns made the hillside almost untenable ; but 
still in the sungars on the crest a few determined gliazis resisted 
the advance of the Highlanders and Guides. Our men fought up, 
however, and the sungar on tho northern point was taken witJi a 
rush. The banners waving abovo it were obstinately defended by 
glmzis, wdio were killed to a man. Colonel Jenkins then w^orked 
his way under a heavy fire along the crest, which has a total length 
of a quarter of a mile; and there only remained the southern 
sangaVi built on the peak of the hill, to be taken. In this simgaTf 
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wliicli wa^ nnuBually strong, wore forty or fifty men who, by their 
fire, chocked tho advaiico for some time. Major Stockwoll, wlLli a 
few I-CighLuulers, passed througli a gap in tho wall which runs 
down the ridge, and galled tho Glniiiis by a cross fire. Private 
Gillon, of tho 72nd, climbed up the wall, and, creeping along tho 
top, pullod out a standard from among the stones of the siingar. 
There was an open bit of ground between our front attacking 
party and the sunijar walls, and this was swept by such a fire that 
even tho bravest might have hesitated to cross it. Such of ns who 
were watching tho fight saw that tho stubborn defence would cost 
us some valuable lives ; but presently, when tho Drummer was 
seen on tho walls, there was a rush of Highlanders and Guides — 
one plucky Uighlandor, Lance-Corporal Seller, 72ncl, leading full 
20 yards in front, with a Guide quite close behind him. As the 
simgar was nearod, most of its dofoiiders cleared out on the oppo- 
site side, but a few Gluifiis stood to their post; one fanatic jump- 
ing, knifo in hand, on tho low stone walls. The bayonet made 
short work of such of his companions as had remained, Lance- 
Corporal Seller had a tough fight for the last standard on tho 
Bimgar. As he got up to the wall he pulled the flag out and, at 
tho same moment, a Ghaai cut down at his head with a long knife. 
Seller parried tho blow with tlie standard, and then the Ghazi 
jumped over and closed with him. They rolled over together, and 
another ITighlandor bayoneted the Afghan. Seller was cutover tho 
arm, and is now in hospital. He certainly doservos tho highest 
reward for his gallant conduct: the has been given for 

much less, Tho sungav was filled with dead men, fiftoon bodies 
being counted in a heap as if a shell had burst among them. Our 
loss had boon heavj^, as much hand-'to-hand fighting at difficult 
points had taken place ; many of the Guides were cut and slashed by 
tho knives and tidvoan of the Ghaiiis ; while tho ranks ef the 72 ik 1 
Highlanders were thinned by numerous easualtios, mostly of a 
dangerous kind. Lieutenant Egerton, who only joined the regh 
moiit a few weeks ago, was shot through tho neck on the crest of 
tho hill. He showed courage that even an old soldier might have 
envied, being always well to the front in tho attack. Lieutenant 
Frederick Baltyo, of tho Guidos, was also shot througli the neck 
at about tire same time. 
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Colonel Jenkins was now liolcliug the whole crosi of the Asmai 
Heights; hut on the slope iowiirds the city were many thousands 
of the enemy. The two guns of F-A Battery shelled them al. 
1,700 yards, and the mountain guns, with General Maepherson, 
were also turned upon them. A wing of the 3rd Sikhs wore 
extended in skirmishing order across the Helds towards Dch-i- 
Afghan, and with their Sniders wore easily able to reach the men 
pouring down into Cabul. Deh-i- Afghan, however, held many of 
the enemy ; and from the house-tops, walls, and orchards about, 
the 3rd Sikhs were fired upon. The watercourse gave our 
sepoys good cover, but still there wm’e one or two casualties; and 
General Roberts resolved to sack and burn Doh-i- Afghan. The 
two guns of F-A began to shell it vigorously, and two more gmiB 
of the same battery were brought out and joined in the work. 
Shell after shell was pitched among the houses, and the defenders 
of them drew off before such a fire. Some 1,500, supposed to bo 
Safis from Tagao, went through tho city and made for the Cabul 
plain so as to reach iJch-i-Sahz, to the north of Butkhak. Some 
of them ventured ioo near the King’s Garden, outside Sherpur, 
where tho 5th Punjab Cavalry are quartered, and Captain Vonsdeu 
charged out upon them and killed thirty. He had only twelve 
sowars with him, and of these two were killed and four wounded ; 
Captain Yousden killed five Afghans with his own hand.* The 
main body got w‘ell away beneath Slab Sung ; and although some 
Lancers were sent in pursuit, and two Horse Artillery gums wemt 
out under escort of a party of tho 92nd Highlanders, tho Safis 
could not be overtaken. They ran at a sling-trot for inilcf^, just 
like wolves in a paclc, and had plainly had enough of fighting for 
the day. We had thus, apparently, disposed of the body of the 
enemy (those who had manned the heights from tho city) ; but 
there ivere many more to take their place, and General Baker, 
with his 1,200 bayonets, had yet to learn the full strength that 
was against him. 

About midday the signallers with General Maepherson hello- 
graphed down that a vast body with many standards wore 
streaming out from Indikee into the Chardeh Yalley, and were 
taking a northerly dirootion, which would bring Ihem under tho 
^ For this lie ms sti’ongly rocomiwonaed for thft Victoria Croyu, 
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hill occupied by Colonel Jenkins. The movemont was well made, 
and cvoniually developed into an attack upon the cojiical hill 
which the Guidos and Highlanders hrst stonnecL This hill was 
held by thirty-ihreo men of the 72ud Highlanders, a small party 
of Guidos under a Subadar, the whole being under the command 
of Lieutenant-Oolonol Clark, 72nd. While the upper hill was 
being taken, parties of the enemy’s infantry and cavalry were seen 
coming across Chardoh from tho direction of Kila Kazi, as if to 
take Colonel Jenkins in Hank, and the conical hill was strengthened 
by Swinloy’s Mountain Battery, with an escort of 100 men of 
the 5th Pnnjaboos, under command of Lieutenant Wilson, of the 
10th Ilussars, serving For the day as a volunteer. This gave 
Colonel Clark about 200 rifles, with which to hold the hill. The 
mountain guns opened lire upon tho body of Afghans in the 
plain, who broke up and dispersed out of range. In the meaii" 
time tho enemy from Indikeo — to the numhor of fully 15,000 or 
SO, 000 ; they covered tho plain for miles — ^had marched out as if 
going to Kila Kazi, or Argandch, Their array was orderly 
enough ; and when they had all reached the plain, they suddenly 
faced about and came down in tho shape of a crescent upon the 
heights we wore holding. Their right flank had for its object th(3 
scalijig of a ridge extending down from the southern on 

the Dolni- Afghan hill ; their centre, tho assault of the low 
conical hill, which was Gonoral Baker’s wealmst point ; and their 
loft flank swept round upon tho lumpy hill to the north of Colonel 
Cla-rk’s position, and commanding it, They scomod to our handful 
of men to bo myriads as tliey came steadily on ; and although 
volleys were fired from tho conical hill, and the mountain guna 
shelled them at short ranges, they never faltered. Thoy wore 
literally mowed down ; but as one Ghazi fell, another sprang to 
the froxrt, and thoir standards were at last placed on a little mound 
within 150 yards of our bayonets. Their left flank had gained 
the lumpy hill which we had left alone, not having mon enough 
to occupy it, and a cross firo was opened upon Colonel Clark’s 
party. Thoro w^as a bit of open ground between the mound on 
which their standards weU’e placed and tho rocks in x'oar, under 
which thoir main body had duatored in face of our fire ; hut across 
this small spaeo numbers rushed with rookless audacity until, 

n 2 



212 


The Afghan IVar, 1879— *80. 

beliind their advanced {Standards, several hundred men wore 
hidden. Colonel Clark thought that at all risks thoy must l)o 
driven from this mound, as they might make a xush in ovit- 
whelming numbers : and Captain Spoils volunteered to make tho 
attempt. Taking with him five of tho 72nd Highlandors and a 
few Grnidos, he made for a hit of rising ground helow tho mound 
and reached it safely. His fire could not dislodge tho Ghazis, 
who suddenly rushed out upon tho little party. Captain Bpons 
was attacked by four or five men : ho cut down one, hut in a 
second ho was overpowered and hacked almost to pieces. There 
followed in rear of tho Ghazis, who had sprung out, a dense mass 
of Afghans, who swarmed up to the thin lino of defenders, who 
could scarcely hope to stop thorn, T’ho mountain guns wore on 
Colonel Clark's loft, and their guard of 5th Punjabccs had boon, 
perhaps too sanguinely, sent forward to repel tho attack. Our 
men lost heart as they saw four or five thousand men nearly upon 
them ; and when Captain Hall, with a xoinforcemont of 150 more 
of the 5th Punjab Infantry, got near the crest of tho hill, ho 
found such of its defenders as had not been shot down retiring 
in disorder. To rally them was impossible at that point, and 
they fell back down the hillside. The fire of tho enemy at such 
close quarters cost us a score of wounded, and the mules of one 
mountain gun being shot, it had to he abandoned where it stood. 
A second gun was being carried safely downwards when tho mule 
carrying it was also knocked over. The handspike in tho muzzle 
used for lifting it was broken, but the gunners rolled it for some 
yards down the bill until tho Afghans were close upon thorn, 
when it also had to be left. Two guns wore thus lost, hut 
fortunately there was but little ammunition left behind. At tho 
foot of the hill our men rallied, and re- opened lire, win (dr chocked 
the rush of tho enemy. Tlio 3rd Sikhs doubled across tho 
fields from near Heh-i-Afghan and reinforced General Jiaker, 
driving back such Afghans as had ventured down the slope 
towards the village where the guns of G-3 wore placed. Those 
guns w^ere withdrawn to a safe distance ; hut^ although tho 
enemy in half an ^ hour had 10,000 men on and about tho 
conical hill, they did not venture down to attack. Our CEiyalry 
were ready in the plain to charge down upon them if they gained 
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I.I 10 floldf) ; Inili tht'y liad quite a diiTcrent intention. As J have 
said, tlioir riglit flank were scaling a spui' running down from the 
southern rnKjar to the Chardeh plain, and they hoped to cut off 
Ooloncl dcnkiuR and his party. This soon hecamo evident, as a 
long Btring of standard bearers began to climb up torvards the 
noiihcni sunijar, following exactly the path taken by our storming 
party in the morning. From over the crest of the hill came the 
rattle of mnslcctry ; and estimating the difficulty of holding the 
crest all night, and so weakening the defences of Sherpur, General 
lloborts sent word to Colonel Jonldns to evacuate the position. 

The enemy has shown such unexjjectod strength— 40,000 men 
in all are believed to have been present in Chardeh Valley and in 
the hills above I)ch-i- Afghan — that it was running considerable risk 
to keep our garriKon in cantonments short of a man ; accordingly 
at tho same time that Colonel Jenkins was ordered to retire, a mes- 
sage was sent by heliogi'aph to General Macplierson to hasten back 
to fihorpur with all lus force. lie was to take tho road above tho 
l)('h-i-Afghan suburb. General 11 akor was ordered to hold on to 
the village lie had oecupiod since tho morning until all tho troops 
from tho heights were within Llio walls. Meanwhile Colonel 
Jenkins had mot tho attack up tho spur from Chardeh. Major 
Slockwcll, 72nd, was sent down a low score yards with a small 
escort, who kept up a hot firo upon tho advancing masses. A few 
Ghaisifi, with their standards, got from point to point ; hut they 
were still at a respcotablo distance wliou the order to evacuate tho 
lull was received. Major SLoekwell withdrew his men from tho 
little simgar they had built, and retired leisurely, so as to give the 
Afghans no idea that the crest also was to he evacuated. Captain 
Gordon, of the 92nd, was shot through the right shoulder while 
this movement was being made. Fivo minutes after our men had 
loft their snnijar a banner was planted upon it, showing how 
rapidly tho Ghafjis rushed up the hill. Major Stookwell’s party 
having boon safely withdrawn, the retirement down the hill facing 
Sherpur was begun. Tho onomy, who were nearly at the 
northern sunejar, led hy a Ghazi with a green flag, wore kept in 
chock by volleys fired by covering parties thrown out on Colonel 
Jenlcins’s left flank. There was not the least appearauco of un- 
due haste, tho Highlanders forming up quietly to cover the Guides 
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scramlDliug clown, and ilio Guiclea then doing the same in their 
turn for the Highlanders. The liillsido was so exposed that our 
casualties wove rather severe, among the killed being Lieutenant 
Gaisford of the 72nd. Not a man was left behind, however, all 
the wounded and dead being brought in. All anxiety about 
Colonel Jenkins’s force being now at an end, there only remained 
General Maepherson’s brigade to come in. Two companies of the 
92nd Highlanders were marched out to cover them across the plain, 
and to help General Eaker's rear-guard in its final retirement; 
hut they were not wanted. Presently shots were heard in Deh-i- 
Afghan, and then the baggage of the brigade was seen entering 
the fields under a strong guard. The C7fch Foot, 6th Ghoorkas, 
and 3rd Sikhs followed with the mountain battery, and, before long, 
entered the licad-quni'tcrs’ gate. In coming through the Cabul 
gorge, General Maepherson had been able to help the Xlighlandors 
and Guides by his fire, tie sent two companies of the 67th, 
under Colonel Knowles, to hold a laioll half-way up the slope 
from Deh-i-Afghan to the southern sungm\ Hodios of the enemy 
tried to rush down the hill to overtake Colonel Jenkins and even 
to harass the brigade under General Maepherson ; but the steady 
shooting of the 67th could not be faced, and the most adventurous 
Ghazis being shot down, the rest withdrew to the crest. Colonel 
Knowles handled his men with a coolness that could not havo 
been excelled. General Baker then retired slowly, his rear-guard, 
under Major Pratt, 6th Punjab Infantry, by a brisk fusillado for 
about ten minutes, stopping the few Ghazis who came down from 
the conical peak. By dusk everyone was in cantonments, and wo 
could count our casualties. They wore unusually heavy for Afghan 
fighting, but have given us valuable experience, as wo no longer 
despise our enemy. That Afghans when in overwhelming num- 
bers will fight and rush blindly on, regardless of loss of lifo, has 
been fully exemplified, and we shall no longer send flying columns 
over the hills and break up our army into three weak parts. 
With Generals Baker and Maepherson both out of Sherpur, au 
attack upon cantonments might have resulted in a disaster. Now 
that our force is once more concentrated, Sherpur may be looked 
upon ns safe. 

Whan all our troops were once more in quarters, we had to 
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iliiuk about oiir clcfonoos, iliougb it was biglily improbable that 
Maliomed Jan would try a night attack. Our inou wcro quite 
laggorl out with all tho hill“climl)ing they had done to so little 
purpose; ])ut tho majority of them had to turn out to do picquet 
duty, and keep a sharp look-out on tho walls. Shelter trenches 
wore hastily thrown uj) at our weakest points on the Bemaru 
Heights ; the gates in iho wudls wore barricaded wiih gun carriages 
belonging to tho guns captured on October 8th ; and we waited 
patiently and a little anxiously, it must bo confessed, for a night 
alaj-m. Every regiment was told oil’ to particular points, and a 
reservG— made up of a wing’ of the BYth, a wing of tho 72nd, and 
llie whole of the y2iid — wore ready to fall in below the gap in 
the Bomaru Hills in the centre of the cantonments. We did 
not fear any attempt to Rcalo the walls; but at cither end of tho 
heights which shut us in on tho north wore open gaps; Shere 
Ali’s lino of wall, ijitendod to include the Bemaru Hills within tho 
forfciliod square, never having boon completed. At tho eastern end 
of Bherpur, tho SSth Punjab Infank’y have built a line of huts ex- 
tending from near the corner bastion towards Bemaru village ; and 
as the ground beyond it is covered with walled enclosures, towers, 
and orchards, excellent cover would bo given to an attaeldng force 
which might gather under cover of darkness, and make a rush to 
get in. On tho 14th, alattin had been laid, tho orchards near 
giving plenty of wood, and above Bemaru village were strong 
picquet posts and trenches which commanded the road leading 
from Kohistan. Pwo guns of G-3 wwe at this point, but they 
wore AviUnlrawn, as to remove them in face of a determined 
attack would have hecn nearly impossible, the ground towards 
camp being very stoop and much broken up. Wire entanglements, 
made with telegraph wire and tont-pogs, were kid down, wherever 
there was open ground over tho walls, and extra vigilance was 
shown by sentrios. Tho block-honsos on tho crest of the Bomaru 
Heights were also filled with our men, ready to reinforce any 
points assailed. But tho night passed quietly, the soldiers being 
undisturbed oven by stray shots. The enemy were, perhaps, as 
tired as ourselves, and W'ero holding high revel in the city and the 
Bala Hissar, where no doubt they found many friends to welcome 
them. Our garrison at Butkhak, consisting of some fifty rifles, 
and the whole of tho 12tli Bengal Cavalry, arrived safely at Sher- 
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pur cliiiing tlic iiiglit, ii being doomecl iinwibO to leave them so hv 
away from Gautonraents, As they also had to bo supplied with 
food from our godowns, and wo could not spare a force to escort 
convoys across tho Cabul plain, it was necessary they should bo 
brought in. This withdrawal has cut us off from Lufctabund, 

To-dny (tho 15th) lias boon ouo of almost absolute quiet, 
lleyond cavalry parties patrolling outKsidc Sherpur, our men bavo 
not been sent out, although the Afghans crowded out upon tho 
slopes above JJeh-i- Afghan, inviting us to como out and attack 
them. There can be no good object attained, hoAvever, in again 
storming the heights, as wo cannot weaken the garrison by telling 
ofl‘ a couple of regiments and a mountain battery to hold the hills 
when captured. We had not, cither, ammunition to throw away ; 
there are only about 300 rounds per rifle of Snider and Martini- 
Hciiri, and wo are aa yet uncertain when reinforcements from 
Gundamak, bringing a further supply, will roach ns. Lucidly tho 
telegraph remained open until live o* clock this morning, so full 
particulars of our condition were sent down tho lino, Genoriil 
(Jharlos Gough has been ordered to bring in his brigade as quickly 
as possible, and ho is now concentrating them at Jugdulluck. 
Colonel Hudson, commanding at Luttabund, has boon ordered to 
hold on with the 300 Pioneers and the 28fch Punjab Infantry, 
until General Gough reaches him. He will then come on to 
Sheiq)ur. With the arrival of the brigade wo shall bo able, not 
merely to hold Sherpur in comfort, but also to send out 2,000 or 

3.000 men to attack klahomed Jan in whatcvoi’ position ho may 
take up. ^7ith more ammunition for our batterios, we can shell 
Deh-i- Afghan, tho Lala Hissar, and even Oabul itself if occasion 
requires. At present wc cannot afford to waste shells ; as in tho 
case of any checlc to General Gcugh*s brigade, we should have to 
rely upon our own strength until more troops could bo sent for- 
ward from Jellalabad, and further down the Kliybor lino. We 
must make our calculations on this basis until we hear of tho 
brigade from Jugdulluck being at Luttabund or Lutkhalv:, which 
they should roach by tho 19th or 20th at the latest. Asmatullali 
Khan, of Lughman, with his powerful section of Ghilzais, is 
reported to be anxious to join Mahomed Jan with 10,000 or 

15.000 men, and ho may try to intercept the force moving from 
Gundamak. As he would leave his villagos west of tho Harunta 
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cliff ill fhc mercy of a Hying column from JclLilabad, he may, 
perhaps, hesitate hoforo taking such a step. The Safis of Tagao, 
who roturned to their homca yesterday afternoon, hofore our 
roYorse, will soon loam that Cahul is still in the possession of 
Mahomed Jan, and they also may try to block the LuLtahund Eoad. 

Our losses in yesterday’s action were very severe, and among 
onr wounded are many dangerous eases. The proportion, usually, 
of severe wounds is one-third out of the total wounded, hut nearly 
every case now in hospital is “ Bevcrc.” The list of casualties 
from tho 10th to the 13th and on the 14th is as follows 
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The total loss in the five days’ lighting is, therefore, eight 
British officers killed and 12 wounded ; 38 British soldiers killed 
and C9 woniided ; 37 Native soldiers killed and .111 woundod j or 
a total of 275 casualties, viz., 83 killed and 192 woundod. 

The officers killed on the 14th wore Captain 8pcus and Lieu- 
tenant Gaisford, 72iid Highlanders : those wounded wore Captain 
Gordon, 92nd Highlanders; Jjioutonant Egorton, 72nd; and 
Lieutenant Frederick Battye, Guides’ InfantrJ^ 


OHAPTEIt Xm. 

The DefenfCi;; of Shqrpiir iSfcvengtliencd — L‘on tinned InactWlty of tlio Kneiny — of 
the Walls and Trenches —Afoiinting of Oaptuved (junfi — The JIcBCive — The State of 
Gahiil — A Hacks upon the Hindu and ICiuilbasIi (iiuu’tera— Throat to assemble 
lOd, 000 Afghans — RoHocUons upou Past Rvents— Heglect ol Military Precautions 
— Hon-dehtriiotion of Ports and Adllages — Review of the Righting — Oiiy Rumours 
— Mim Jan proclaiiuGfl .‘Vinii — Seizure of Tieasuic by Mahomed Jan — Ilemon.Jra 
iion by the Rnemy on Bocembeu 17th — The Distribution of Commands in Hhcipui 
— Iminunitj'' from Night Attacks — SteadinoRs of the Troops — The iVtIacK ot 
December 18fch— Hcliogram-s exchanged with Luttabund — The Riist Fall of tSnow at 
Cabnl. 

SherpuRj 15th DecemheTj uicfhL 

To-day's respite from fighting has been of tho grcRtcsi value) to 
ns. The shelter trenches thromi up in tho darlcness liavo, in 
many instances, been found to be defective, accordingly Colonol 
Perkins and the engineers with the force havo laid out now linos, 
and the northern and eastern defences arc now qnito strong cnougli 
to assure our safety in those directions. The northern end of lihe 
western wall was partly blown down when the miiiinocrs liroci their 
magazine the day after Oharasia ; tho breach in it has boon closed 
with earth and rubbish ; and the corner bastion, looking towards 
the lake, has beenmado thoroughly defensible. From this bastion 
to the foot of the Bemarii Heights is an open space, about 100 
yards across. The trees beyond it, which shaded our Gometery, 
have been cut clown, and a strong entrenchment thrown across, 
with wire entanglements, 20 yards in front. Here, again, Afghan 
ammunition waggons have been of great use. They urc placed 
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sidowayB, one wheel fiicing oixfcwarcla, and tlio other forming tho 
inner Hide, over which the clefonders can hre. A deep trench has 
been dag along the outer face, and the earth thrown up hetwooii 
tho wheels, so as to give stability to the bai-rier. This has inaclo 
a formidable obstacle, which could not be readily taken when 
defonded by hrcech-loadors. JFrom the end abutting on the steep 
slope of tho heights a troiich and parapet run up to tho block- 
house on tho crest. An ahaUia has been made of the branches 
of trees 30 yards in Iront of tliis, faced again by wire entangle- 
ments, and two 18 -pounders from among the captured guns are 
placed on a platform cut in the slope and commanding the ground 
in front of tho lower harrier of ainmuniiioii waggons. The fire 
from tho hloclcdiouso and the troncli on the hillside would 
tako in enfilade axiy force making a front atiaciv. iUong the 
crest of the Bomaru Heights is a lino of earthen breastworks 
extending to tho break in the lulls above the Ghoorka 
quarters on the foundations of Shero All’s intended palace* 
It was in this ‘*gorge/^as it is now called, that our troops in 
184H42 had much severe fighting, their old “ JJrown Besses” 
being unequal to carrying from slopo to slope. From the camp, 
paths lead up a gentle slope through the gap* The northern side, 
facing Kohisteii, is much steeper, and the centre is cut up by deep 
nullahs formed by tho streams which rush dowm when tho snow 
molts* Immediately below, at the foot of the hills, cultivation 
begins and reaches out half a mile to the open maidan^ wFero 
we held our review on the 8th instant. On either side of the 
gorge are flanking trench (3S with ahatiiSj while wire entanglements 
have been laid across the paths below, Two block-housos look 
down upon the nullahs from either side of tho gap ; while right 
in the month is a third, built very strongly, and loop-holed for 
musketry. A Gatling gmi is placed near this defence, and guns 
could also move up in case of attack. Tho oastern Bemaru hill 
is also cntronchod, and has a block-house in the centre, and another 
at the northern point, which was, at first, very weak. The village 
of Bomaru, with strong towers and walls, lies at the bottom of the 
hill ; and the ground is so nigged and steep, that men qould 
creep up almost without being scon. Flanking trenches, wire 
eutanglements, and cibattu have here, again, given strength to the 
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defences. Beinaru village itself is now occupied by ilio GnidoR ; 
the quarters of the 23 rd Pioncerf?, and the mule and yahoo linos 
being just below. There now remains the ciistcni lino of defojico ; 
which, even now, is not completed, and has given us much anxiety, 
I have already montioned that the huts of the 28 th Punjab Infan- 
try have been built between the end of the can ton men t wall and 
Bemaru ; and I may add that every means of vapidly strongtheu- 
ing the place has been taken. Shelter-trenches and positions for 
guns have boon made, and the orchards outside have been cut down 
wherever they gave shelter. The bit of country outside cantonments 
in this direction is very fertile, being irrigated from a wide canal, and 
some dozen villages and forts arc clustered togothor on its banks. 
The walls bounding the orchards and gardens as well as tlio near 
forts would, if time permitted, be razed to the ground ; and until 
this is done, there will be a chance of strong bodies of the enemy 
annoying us thence. Uxatil wo know Mahomed Jan’s tactics, and 
whether he really means to attempt an assault, we cauuot do more 
than strengthen the actual lines of defonco, leaving the walls and 
towers in the fields to be dostro3^ed hereafter, Regarding tho walls 
of Sherpur itself, they are in a thorough state of dofonoc ; such 
openings avS had been cut in them for tho convenience of soldiers 
and followers having been blocked up with arm chests filled with 
stones and rubbish. The outer w^all is about twenty feet high, 
with numerous flanking bastions, and is pierced for musketry at 
every six feet. The actual parapet is six feet high, giving perfect 
shelter to soldiers manning the walls ; and our men, preferring 
to fire over the top, have cut resting-places wdth thoir bayonets 
for their rifles. h}o bullet can penetrate more than a few inches 
into tho sun-dried mud, which is really so hard that 9-poundors 
could not breach it, Tho blocks of mud solidify so thoroughly 
after a time, that they will turn tho edge of a pick, as wo have 
found in improving our quarters in the long line of barracks, A 
dry ditch, twenty feet in width, follows tho line of walls, w^hich, 
in an early letter, I described as throe sides of a parallelogram. 
The barracks form the inner line of defence, a low parapet on the 
roof overlooking tho dry ditch below. 

There are four high gateways in the walls ; one facing ^vost- 
wards, kivown as tho Head-quarters’ Gate,” and throe in tho 
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soufcliorn wall faoiiig Cabul. ^J^ho midJlG one of these is iho 
'' Coumiissariat Gale/’ and abuts on the road loading fchrongli 
the old caiiLonment over the Cabul river to the Jiala Hissar. All 
the Conimissariat godowns are in the barracks and verandah to 
right and left of this gate, A lino drawn at right angles from these 
across the cantonment would strike the gap in the Bemaru hills ; 
and in anticipation of our having to draw in our defences, the 
onginoors are preparing an inner lino of onU'cnchmGnts stretching 
between those two parts. Our food supply, firewood, and hhoosa^ 
would he enclosed within it, and our men would bo far less har- 
assed. Wc should probably continue to hold the north-eastern 
Jleniaru hill as an outwork ; but to do this wo should have to 
destroy very thoroughly Bemaru village, the huts of the 28th 
Punjab Infantry, and iho barracks and wall at the eastern part of 
yherjnir. There seems but little probability of our having to do 
this, as the roiiiforcemonts will lighten our work, give an ample 
garrison, and also permit of a hrigndo moving out to meet the 
enemy. Wo are mounting one of the 8-inch howitzers, captured 
here, in a bastion of the western wall, whence wo can shell Deh-i- 
Afghan and the road leading from the Cabul gorge. We have 
plenty of loose j^owder for this howitzer, and any number of 
empty shells left behind by the mutineers. Some of Shore Ali’s 
mountain guns are also being got roadj^ for use. Our own bat- 
teries arc kept free to move from point to point as required, special 
stations being tolcl off for them at night. Morgan’s mountain 
battery is the artillery reserve : the infantry and cavalry reserve is 
made up of the whole of the 92nd Highlanders, a wing of the 
G7th, a wing of the 72nd, and six squadrons chosen from among 
tho 9th Lancers, 5th Punjab Cavalry, Guides’ Cavalry, 12ih Ben- 
gal Cavalry, and tlm 14tli Bengal Lancers. The remainder of 
iho troopers and sowars are dismounted, and used as infantry to 
man tlie defences, Tho reserve, in case of a night attack, is to 
form up in tho open ground in the middle of cantonments below 
the Bomaru gorge. We have thus made all our preparations, and 
shall probably pursue a waiting policy, leaving Mahomed J an lo 
his occupation of Cabul city and the Bala Hissar until General 
Charles Gough arrives. What that occupation is likely to be, we 
arc already learning ; the houses of all known friends of the 
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British arc being looted and destroyed, and the Hindu and Kizil- 
bash quarters are also being attacked. Constant liring is beard 
from the city, and the Kizilbashes are resisting the attacks to tho 
best of their ability. Against such numbers, however, they can- 
not make a stand, however bravely they may fight. Several of 
them have sought refuge wdth us, and we have also, as our guests, 
Sirdar Wali Mahomed Khan, young Ahmed Ali, and their per- 
sonal retainers. Daoud Shah has been put under arrest as a 
matter of precaution,” and the Mustaufi is also again in con- 
finement, as well as other Afghan sirdars, whose honesty is a 
doubtful quality, Hazara coolies and city people, employed 
hitherto as labourers, masons, and carpenters, have also been 
turned out of Sherpur, as they are now only a drag upon us, 
and might also be bearers of information to the enemy. 

This evening large bodies of men with standards appeared on 
the road above Beh-i- Afghan until the slope of the hill was com- 
pletely covered. Beyond waving their knives and Udwan, a)id 
shouting defiance, they did nothing to annoy or irritate us. 
General Roberts at first ordered some guns out to shell them, but 
changed his mind, and declined to waste ammunition upon them. 
In the evening they returned to the city, but kept two large signal 
fires burning on the heights. They are said to expect reinforcements 
from KohisLan, Turkistan, and the Shutargardan district ; but wo 
have no nows of these being on the move. They boast of being 
able to get 100,000 men together in a w’eek, and have sent to 
Ghazni for guns. At present they have not been able to rig up 
the two mountain guns they captured, or to use two others taken 
in Wali Mahomed’s camp above Dehmazung. If they were to 
shell Sherpur they might cause us some loss, as our cavalry are 
picqueted in the open. 

While I am writing (on the evening of the 15th) we arc expect- 
ing a night attack ; hut we are quite ready for it, every post being 
fully manned. The Mohurrum has now begun, and fanaticism is 
sm^e to run high among the Ghazis and followers of Mushk-i- 
Alam, hut it will scarcely prompt them to attack ho strong a 
position as we have now made. Orders have been issued that, in 
the event of any of the enemy getting within cantonment walls, 
they are to be bayoneted. Shooting is forbidden, as in camp our 
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bnllctg would probably bo more claiigerons to our own troops than 
to Bcattorod parties of Afghans. Evory man is resting on his 
arms ready for an emergency. 


l&th December, 

The second night has passed without any demonstration by 
Mahomed Jan against Sherpur ; and while the fire-eaters in our 
force aro longing for an attack, in order that the Afghans may 
learn how mud walls and entrenchments can be defended by men 
with breech-loaders in their hands, most of us are glad that our 
soldiers have had time to rest, and have not been obliged to stand 
out all night in tho bitter cold. Four blankets per man have been 
served out ; and, wrapped in these, the soldiers have been able to 
keep thomsolvcs fairly coinfortabJo, while sleeping in the trenches 
and bastions. The sentries aro on the alert, and have, of course, 
had to oiulure cold and discomfort ; but the great body of men 
have rested cpiictly. To-day also, no attack has been attempted ; 
and while we are settling down to tho now conditions imposed 
upon us — for wo are now practically in a state of siege — our spirits 
are as high as over. We chafe under the delay which must 
necesHarily eiisuo lieforo wo can once more disperse the enemy ; 
but wo hope that tho troops from Jugdulluck and Gundamak will 
soon put us in a position both to hold Sherpur and to have a few 
thousand men outside, dealing with tho Gha^iis. There can bo 
no doubt wo have been lulled during the past two months into 
false security. Our only anxiety hitherto has been to find an 
enemy to figbi ; and tho opinions I have expressed in former 
Icttors as to tho Afghan iveakness for running away have been 
simply those held by every one here- When we sent our brigades 
out to fight, they found no one to face them ; and we were una- 
ware that such a powerful combination as that now against its 
was possible. After tho dispersion of the remnants of Yakub 
Khan^s mutinous army, there was such an appearance of peace, 
at least for many months, that the ordinary mllitaiy precautions 
wore not taken. Our hands were full with laying in supplies for 
the winter and getting the troops into barracks, Sherpur, with 
its three sides already fortified, and ample accommodation in its 
long lines of rooms, was ready to our hand, and we occupied it 
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at ouce, altliougli the strength of our army was scarcely adequate 
to defending it^' and keeping our communications open. 
original plan of placing two or three regiments in the Bala IlisHar 
was certainly a good one ; but the explosions in the fortress, and 
the dread that it might still contain mines unknown to us, deterred 
General Roberts from carrying out his first intention. 

Further, when Sherpur was occupied, the sense of security then 
prevailing led us to spare the forts and villages in its vicinity. 
Even the old walls and isolated towers in the fields about were left 
untouched. We make war so humanely that, even in a country 
like Afghanistan, we are loth to let military exigencies override all 
other considerations. That wo shall suffer for it now in loss of 
life is beyond question ; for, at several points about the walls, 
cover is given to an attacking party, who can get within 400 or 
500 yards of our bastions. On the eastern and southern sides 
this is particularly the case. Outside Bomaru, as I have said, are 
forts, villages, and orchards ; while, between the three gates facing 
towards Gabul, the ground is similarly occupied. Fori Mahomed 
Sharif, so well knoAvn in the dreary days of 1841--42, still stands 
intact within 700 yards of the “72nd Gateway,” and about it 
are high walls and walled enclosures, which are sure to be occu- 
pied by sharp-shooters. Outside Deh-i- Afghan also arc orchards 
and garden*^, each with its strong open walls, and in the fields are 
ruinous walls, with an occasional tower, which we could easily 
have destroyed if we had foreseen that an investment was hanging 
over us. B is easy to be wise after the event ; but there can now 
be but one view as to the defects of Sherpur, To defend it, simply, 
is now comparatively easy, even Avith the 6,000 men avc Iuxa^o 
within its walls; but beyond defence, we can do nothing. It 
covers such an enormous area of ground, that Avhen all our picquets 
and sentries have been placed, we have no one to spare; and 
though we have dismounted nearly the whole of our cayalry, there 
are not even 1,000 men available for outside work. If it wore 
half the size, we should be as comfortable as in an Indian canton- 
ment; or if we had 10,000 men here, and three or four more 
batteries of artillery, we could break up Mahomed Jaifs army 
without difficulty. But neither of thoso conditions exists, and wo 

* This HT&s tho view taken by Colonel Maegregor, Chief of the StalT. 
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are quietly accepting tlio liumiliation of investmenL, and witiiess- 
ing the looting of Cahul and the Bala HisEjar without being able 
lo btriko a blow against the enemy. The suddenness of the whole 
liiisincHS is tho most remarkable feature, and we now seo to what 
imminent danger Sherpurwas exposed when Generals Maepherson 
and Baker wxro sent out to force the fighting in Maidan. In tho 
first we(3k of December native rumours of 40,000 or 50,000 men 
gathering together to attack Cabul wore freely circulated in the 
city, hut little attention was paid to them. Later, there was 
the plain evidence of our cavalry scouts that 4,000 or 5,000 men 
were between Maidan and Argandeh, and to cut them off was the 
object of General Macifiierson’s march into the Ghardch Valley, 
and of the (IMour made by General 13aker from Cliarasia to 
Maidan. General Maepherson, in carrying out his flank march to 
got hetwoBii Mahomed Jan aiid Baniian, came unexpectedly upon 
Mir Butcha and his Kohistaiiis ; and ho had first bo deal with 
them before turning his attention to the Ardal Pultan and their 
friends from VVardak and Ghazni. His defeat of hlir Butcha, on 
Decemher lOth, was of great value, as preventing the Kohistanis 
from joining the other force ; but on the lltli there followed the 
defeat of our cavalry and the temporary loss of two guns. That 
afternoon was really most pregnant with danger to the canton- 
ment. Two brigades were miles away from the walls, and betw^eon 
tho nearest men of General Maephorson's brigade and Sherpur 
•wore 10,000 of tho enemy. If they had streamed over the 
Nanuchi KoLal, near where the action of the 14th was fought, and 
had shown tho saino dctorminatioii in assaulting our lines as they 
had done in resisting tho cavalry and guns, we must have lost 
Sherpur long before help could have come from the two Brigadiers. 
That tho enemy streamed off to tho Oabnl gorge, with the inten- 
tion of seizing the Bala Hissar and the city, was the saving of our 
cantonments, Two hitndred rifles of the 72nd checked them at 
Dehtaazung, and they contented theinselvoB with occupying the 
hills to tho south of the Bala Hissar Heights, and waiting for 
reinforcements. Wo kept them in play, on the 12th, with 600 
men, who partly captured their position ; and by that time 
General Baker had reached Sherpur. On the 13th our success 
was unqualified; wo stormed and occupied the cnemy^s position, 

Q 
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and our cavalry in the Cabul plain cut to pieces such fugitives as 
left the hills. That evening we helicved we had seen the enemy’s 
full strength and had broken it j but after the action on the Asmai 
Heights, and the retreat of our troops to cantonments, wo were 
undeceived. It became apparent that there were betv con 30,000 
and 40,000 men, quite sufFicicnt to keep us within our walls, as 
with such numbers many points could be threatened at the same 
time. It came to this : that we must bo content to lot thorn 
occupy Cabul, the Bala Hissar, and whatever oilier points they 
chose, while we watched them carefully from Bherpiir, ready to 
repel attack, or to clear them out of forts and villages dangerously 
near onr walls. Thqj have liberty to roam wliithorsoovor they 
will; while wd are so numerically weak, except for cavalry recon- 
naissances, that we must accept the usual conditions of a 
beleaguered garrison. We have accepted it, cheorfully ciiougb, 1 
venture to say; and when wo again go out to clear Cabul and the 
Bala Hissar, we shall do it wiili all the more zest after being 
penned up in Shorpur by sheer weight of numbers. 

To-dny there has not been much done beyond hard work at tin' 
eirtrenchments, at which the men labour heartily, as they know 
the importance of having continuous lines of defence. Our cnriosily 
is fed by rumours from the city, from which we gain a ccrlain 
amount of trustworthy news; though our spies, as a rule, are Iho 
most trcucherouS'looking ruffians we have seen for a long time. 
Our intelligence department lias such had tools to work with, tluit 
scarcely any information proves correct ; for an Afghan is a greater 
adept at fabrication than any other Asiatic. Wo cannot trmtilxcm: 
they go and come, and liring strange tales, and IIU onr minds with 
the idea that 40,000 Ghazis mean to fight to the doath, so as to 
capture Shorpur; and then nothing comes of it. We hoar to-day 
of scaling-ladders being made, and of an assault to bo dolivorod 
simultaneously at seven points ; but when or how it will ho made 
not even the most pronounced liar among the spies ventures to 
say. Two or throe bankers from the city Inive been in Shorpur 
to-day, aud from them wo have learnt that Mahomed Jan and his 
followers are bursting with prido at finding tlicmaelvos in pos- 
session of Cabul, and holding the British army in chock. There 
is so much confidence among them, that, no doubt at the 
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instigation of Yakub Jvhan’s mother, they have proclaimGd young 
Musa Jan, Yakub’s son, Aniiu. This is to give a semblance of 
order and patriotism to their movomonts, we suppose; and, 
perhaps, tlicir leaders hereafter may bo bold oDoiigli to proffer 
negotiation. They will be tho moiithpicco of their now Amir, and 
Sir F. TloborLs will bo nothing moro than the representative of 
tlio TJritisIi, who will he told, as in olden times, iliat they are 
not wanted in the conni-ry. Further, they have found that no 
Governor of Cabal now exists, General Hills, our nominee, having, 
of course, left tho hotioali for tho safer quarters of Slierpur. Tho 
fanatics have tlieroforo nomhuitcd Mushk-i-Alam, tho old inoollahy 
to bo Govornor, and, with all his ninety years heavy upon him, ho 
sits dispensing justioo and oncouruging tho moollahn to work upon 
the religious feelings of soldiers. Whether ho expects long to 
enjoy his dignity does not appear ; but, apart from his great age, 
there is the contingency of Cabul oiico more failing into our hands. 
His jehad has certainly been a wonderful success, and it is long 
since so largo a number of armed men have been as>scml)led in 
and about OahiiL They arc lilady to experience the same difficulty 
wo have always Colt — supplies. Eacli villager carries with him 
chupaties and dried raulbonies suffieiont for throo or four days’ 
consumption ; hut their food-])ags now^ want replenishing. With 
her usual energy, Yakub’s mother is said to have given her jewels 
and money to the troops ” — if they deserve the nairre — and they 
luivo now ample funds to carry tliom on for a short time. Tho 
citiKons also have been called upon to show their ])alriotism. By 
heat of tom-iovi it has boon pn-ocluimed that all surplus grain and 
other food must be given up, eacli family only retaining enough 
for its own consumption. The hnnnialis and others will be heavy 
losers by this enactment ; but as death is threatened in case of 
disobedience, thoro is no option but to obey. They will find 
Mahomed Jan’s short rule far different from ours, under which 
they amassed rupees by thousands, and llooced the strangers 
handsomely. The wholesale looting that has gone on during tho 
last two days has given the enemy vast stores of treasure ; and 
one report states that Yahiya Khan’s house, which we only par- 
tially cleared out, has proved a mine of wealth to them. The 
usual result has followed: they have began to quan’el among 

.Q 2 
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Uiomselvcs. Every Afghan is not a Ghazi ; and to the mind of 
tliG village tribesman^ far away from liis homo, it scorns folly to 
risk further fighting, while such plunder has been already obtained. 
'I'liG Ghazis would at all costs try to storm Shorpur, and repeat 
the \ictory of 1841-2, bat their fanaticism has not extended far, 
and it will have to rise to fevor-heat before it will face an assault. 
AVc have not much to fear in that direction ; hut still Avith our 
small stock of ammunition, it would be bettor, perhaps, if it did 
not take place. If made at night, our men would probably blaze 
away 70 or 100 rounds ; and if our rciiiforceinents Avoro checked, 
Avc might seriously feel the Avaiit of ammunition. 

To'duy the sky has been overcast and the hills ohsenrod Avitli 
mist, so wo have been unable to communicate by heliograph Avitli 
Luttahund. We believe the garrison there to bo quite safe, as 
news of any attack in that quarter Avould roach us very soon. 
Colonel Hudson knows that avc are invested, and he Avill have 
taken every precainion to ensure his own safety. There seems no 
clisturbaucG among tho Tezin Ghilzais as yet, and tho Hafis of 
1’agao ha\e nut ycL returned to their friends in Oahul. Their 
luBHCS must have been heavy on tho loth and 14ih. The Koliis- 
tanis Avho got away from the cavalry on tho 13th did not all escape 
to their homes. While the fight Avas going on near Oabul, tho 
i2Lh Bengal Cavalry at Butkhak Avero ordered to patrol tho plain 
betAVCGu that post and the Logar river. Towards evening t]icy 
came across eight men who Avere at once made prisoners. They 
were all armed and well mounted, and, upon being questioned, 
said they were friends of Wall Mahomed, on their Avay to Tozin, 
to bring the Ghilzais down to aid the British. This statement 
was telegraphed to Bherpur, hut Wali Mahomed know nothing of 
the moil I and as ihej' had the accoutrements of a Guide soAvar on 
one horse, and three new Snider rifles, with 400 rounds of am- 
munition, they Avere ordered to he shot. When told they were 
to die, they half-admitted that they Avere not friends of Wali 
Mahomed. Their leader was a young Kohistani, Avho mot his 
death brav^oly enough : the second was a petty sirdar, who, in fear 
and trembling, begged for his life ; and the third was a village 
priest, Avho tried to induce the Mahomedan sowar told off to 
execute Mm to let him go. You arc a Mahomedan,” he said, 
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and I am one of your holy mem Yon cannoL &I 100 L me ! Let 
me got ])ast the sentry, and I can escape.” The sowar’s aiiswcv 
was characteristic of our iiiou : ''You have been fighting agahist 
the Siirar, and it is your klsmat now to be shot. Yon must fulfil 
your The VLOollah saw that his prayers were of no availj 

and as he was walking out, ho added halhapologetically : — "I 
tried to persuade those others not to fight, but they would como 
down to Oabul, and they brought me with them.” This was 
admission enough, even if it were not the whole truth. It is the 
moollah usually who persuades the tribes to turn out, not the 
trihesmen who have to persuade the priest to come with them. 
The four other prisoners were servants of the three men named : 
as they wore all bearing arms they also were shot. 

nth Decemher. 

To-day the enemy sconi to have awakened to a sense of their 
responsibility as an investing force. Having made their perma- 
nenfc (?) political arrangements foi' the good government of Cahul 
and Afghanistan, they have begun to turn their attention to tho 
stranger witlun their gates. They fondly imagine that a parade 
of their strength may overaM^e ns, and strike terror to our souls : 
quite forgetting that it can only he for a short time that wo shall 
be the attacked, and not tlie attackers, About ten o’clock this 
morning they poured out of tho eastern and western gates of 
Cahul, with banners Hying and toin-tonis heating, and drew up in 
dense masses upon the Slab Sung Heiglits on the one side and tho 
slopes of the Asinai hill above I)eh-i- Afghan on the other. Horse- 
men were seen galloping about in their midst, and trying to keep 
them together in miliLary order ; but their efforts were, as a rule, 
of no avail, only the men of tho Ardal Pultun marching at all 
like soldiers. The men in that regiment (Guards) still carry their 
Sniders, and dress in a soldierlike manner, their cross-helts and 
pouches giving them the appearance of regular sepoys. At eleven 
o’clock the Afghans assembled must have numbered fully 20,000, 
and it was believed that they meditated an attack on the eastern 
and western walls of Sherpur. Tho alarm was accordingly 
sounded in cantonments, all work at the trenches was stopped, the 
Eeserve formed up at its appointed place below the Bemaru gorge, 
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and every man wont to Lis post. It was a Lloalc December clay ; 
tlic sun was ol)SCU]'e(l, a cold wind sweeping down from tlio PugL- 
man lulls, and licavy clouds louring as if threatening snow. Our 
men in the trenches and on the wads ’wore all clad in their over- 
coats, and dreary work they found it waiting for an enemy who 
never came. The hundreds of scaling-ladders W’o had hoard so 
much about were not visible, and the thousands of men who 
crowded upon Siah Sung were only valorous enough to "wavo their 
knives and scream out curses whicli never reached our oars. After 
several hours of this unsatisfactory waiting, tho order wars given 
to shell the enemy, most of whom wore out of rillo-rangc. G-3 
and two guns of F-A opened upon Siah Sung, and their prnctico 
was excellent. G-3 got the rfinge exactly, and two or tlirco shells 
burst right in the thick of the masses upon the ridge. Tho cifoct 
^Yas instantly seen: “they jisi ran like skelpit bairns/* as a 
Highlander remarked. Tho dead and \vonndcd wore dragged 
away by the heels, and in an hour tho heights wore clear, except 
of such small parties as disdained to run away. A few marksmen 
of the 67 th, with their Martinis, knocked over one or two of tlioso 
at 1,700 yiiids, and this long range shooting caused tho Afghans 
to disperse, some going to tho Bala Hissar, and others running 
down to the villages below Siah Sung. On our eastern wall tho 
8-inch howitzer, placed in position on one of tho bastions, wuis 
lircd for the first time, and its huge shells, dropping into and 
over Deh-i“Afghaii, scattered the cruAvds there assembled. '!l^ho 
Lerrific report of tho hoAvitzor, and tho bursting of its heaA^ shells, 
did much to alarm the enemy, avIio have hitherto only had 
7-poundors and 9-pounders fired against them. There Avas Bomo 
difficulty at first in getting the range and fixing fuses in the 
shells, Avhich are of Afghan make; hut our gunners soon over- 
came this, and the howitzer is noAv in perfect Avorking order. It 
will be very useful in shelling such villages near Delni-Afghan as 
may he occupied by sharpshootors. 

Tho only attempt to open firo upon the cantonixiGnt waills was 
made by a small body of the enemy, ayIio took possession of the 
Biufill walled garden, Avlicro the 6th Punjab Cavalry was quartered 
before the investment. This garden lies to the right of tho road 
leading to the city, and is about 700 yards from the “ 72ncl Gate- 



way.’* It is all that remains of the old “King’s Garden” of 
1839-42. The walls arc about ton feet high, and within them 
are numerous largo trees, up which some of the more daring 
Afghans climbed. Their best shots aimed ah our men lining the 
walls ; but although their bullets struck the parapet from time to 
time, or dropped far over into tlio open space where our tents 
used to stand, no harm was done. Two mountain guns of 
ywinlcy’s battery were placed in the bastion, fifty yards to the 
west of the “ 7^nd Gateway,” and these shelled the garden, while a 
few marksmen fired at such Afghans as exposed themselyes. In 
the afternoon two companies of the 5ih Punjab Infantry were 
ordered out to cloar fchc garden, Colonel Brownlow, of the 72nd, 
who has charge of the wall from the gateway to the south-western 
bastion, rode out with them. They doubled across the open, 
covered by the fire from tho gate and bastions, and got well round 
to the westward of the garden. The enemy fired a few shots, and 
then rushed out at the opposite side, making for Mahomed Sharif’s 
fort on tho other side of the road. One was shot and l)ayoneted; 
and on our side a sepoy of the 5fch was slightly wounded by a 
bullet in tbo leg. Tho garden was thoroughly searched, but none 
of the enemy could ho found, so our men returned to Sherpur, 
two companies of the 72ncl being ready inside to cover their 
retiremeiit if they had been followed up. Beyond one or two 
dropping shots, they were allowed to march back unmolested. 
While this was going on, tho Bala Hissar was seen to he crowded 
with armed men, and word was brought in that the mooUaha wore 
haranguing them, and urging them to attack in earnest. Their 
exhortations had some elfeci, as several thousand men took the 
road which would have brouglit them across the Gabul river and 
well within range of our rifles ; but their courage or fanaticism 
w^is not equal to tho demand made upon it, and they eventually 
turned off and wont into tho city, A few are roported to have 
gone to some villages outside Bemaru and the eastern wall of 
Sherpur; but whether they will remain there all night is doubtful. 
There is no organized plan of attack among them ; and unless 
more determination is showm than that displayed to-day, our 
investment is likely to be of a very mild kind. The numencal 
strength opposed against us seems also to have decreased^ and 
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our spies report that many villagers liavo rcturncrl home with 
tlicir dead and wounded, taking also with them such loot as thoy 
can carry. The boasted reinforcements to swell their ranks to 
100,000 men are not forthcoming ; and beyond th(3 annoyance of 
heiiig confined within cantonments, wo do not suffer niiicli from 
Mahomed Jan’s successes. The wells wo have sunk since our 
water-supply was cut off give us good water ; and oxeex^t the 
cavalry, ’whose lines arc in the open, wo are all snug under cover 
in our barracks, so that stray bullets cannot do us harm. For 
the better xmrposcs of defence the cantonment has been divided 
into sections, and each of these is in charge of an officer. From 
the head-quarters’ gate northwards to the end of the wall, and 
thence along tho heights to the Eemaru gorge, Mnj or- General 
Hills has charge ; Brigadier- General Hugh Gough takes from tho 
gorge and along the line of entrenchments to Beraaru village ; 
Colonel Jenkins, of the Guides, has the eastern wall, from Beinarit 
to the corner bastion looking towards Biitkhak ; Brigadier- General 
Mae^dicrsoii the southern wall, from that bastion to the 72iid 
Gate ; Colonel Brownlow from the gate to the corner bastion on 
the south-west, facing Deli-i- Afghan ; and Colonel Hogg from 
that bastion to tho head-quarters. Major Hanna is Brigadier- 
General Gough’s orderly officer. Tho Jlcscrve is under Brigadicn- 
Goncral Baker, and at night all the men belonging to it sleep on 
the hillside below Bemaru gorge. During the day the position 
of tho infiintry is as follows : — From the head-rpuirtcrs’ gain to the 
western foot of the heights, the fith Punjab Infantry ; below tho 
heights to the ^vest of tho gorge, the 3rd Sikhs and 5tli Ghoorkiis ; 
east of the gorge, the wing of the 23rd Pioneers ; in ]3emara 
village^ the Guides’ Cavalry and Infantry ; nctir tho eiistorn 
wall, 100 men of the 28th Punjab Infantry and part of tho 
67th Foot; in the barracks, on tbe south, tho remainder of the 
67th, the 92nd, and the 72nd; and in the western wall tho 
Sappers and Miners. Dismounted cavalry are also einploy( 3 d at 11 
few of the bastions and near the gorge. The guna are moved 
from point to point as their fire is wanted. To-day parties of 
cavalry w^ere out, reconnoitring tow^ards Kohistan, in tho direction 
of the Surkh Kotal; but beyond seeing a few score mon moving 
about, they reported nothing unusual, They did not come undcu* 
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firo of the Giiouiy. Our ctivuliy Yidollos take up a po&iiion on 
fwo low liills, a luilc boyoiul the nortli-Avcstova biibtioii, wlieiico 
they ran AMibeh the Aliabad fuid Nannelii Kotals leading from 
Chardeh \hillcy, aud also warn ur of the movomentiS of the oiiciny 
along the road nt the foot tf the Abmai hill from Doh-i- Afghan. 
No largo bodioK of Afghans could movo from this direction with- 
out the garrison himng timely aa aiming of their approach. 

Again to-day avg had no lieliographic coiiununication Avith 
Luttahund, and the position of Gcuoral Charles GouglPs brigade 
is quite unknown to us. Wo arc calculating that ho Avill be here 
l)y iho 20t]i ; but this is a sanguino estimate, as the troops on 
ilio Khyber side are still Aveak in their transport arrangements. 
Jlo may l)o unablo for a few days to concentrate his troops at Jug- 
diillnck preparatory to starting for Cabnl; bnt iho esigoncy is so 
great, that avd may reasonably hope great energy Avill ho shown in 
l)ushing on when once a start is made. He is to bring Avith him 
the 9th Foot, the 2nd and 4Llx Ghoorkas, and a mountain battery; 
and if the baggage is limited to the merest nccossarieSj the march 
should bo a rapid one. It is a heavy blow to our prestige to bo 
forced into Slicrpur after haAung ruled Cahul for tAvo rnontbs ; 
and the sooner the present humiliating stale of aftairs is changed, 
the better aaIII it be for our future control of the country. Our 
men are equal to hearing the exposure of night Avork well enough 
under the influence of excitement; but Avhen the reaction comes, 
there Avill bo a long list of hospital cases, for, oven Avith four 
blankets and an overcoat, a soldier cannot hut feel the effects of 
sleeping out in the open air. To-day has boon the coldest ayo have 
yet exporienoed, and the wind is very trying to the sentries, aaIio 
luwG to stand motionless at thoir posts, Avatching for the enemy. 
If snoAV falls, the discomfort Avill bo increased, and the men in 
the trenches axid bastions Avill have to bear great hardships. 


IBtJi Decmbe^\ 

Night attacks, Avhioli would cause us niuoli trouble and soriously 
harass our troops, do not seem fco bo advisable in the eyes of 
the Afghans. Not even the Ghazis, who shoAvod such courage on 
the 14 th, can persuado thoir friends to venture forth at night; and 
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as the moon uigliLly gives more and more light, we feel less anxious 
as WG “turn in,” fully dressed, at ten o’clock. Not that we 
relax our vigilance in the least: there is too much at stake for 
this ; hut that wo sleep somidcr, now that for three nights we have 
hecn left uiulisturhed. A sentry occasionally fires a shot; hut 
no sooner docs the report ring out, than an officer visits the post 
and personally sees if there are signs of danger. In the Itcsorve 
helow the gorge the otScers of each regiment rvatcli for an hour 
in turn ; and thus, in addition to the sentries, there are always 
eyes and oars ready to detect anything unusual. Tents havo 
heen pitched for some of the men to sleep in ; but the majority 
roll themselves up in their blankets and waterproof shoots, and 
rest as cheerfully as if within four -walls. The officers on duty 
on the walls sleep among their men, and are called wheuovor 
suspicion is excited by moving objects outside, so that a night 
surprise is impossible. The officers in cliargo of soctioius visit 
their walls and trenches nightly, to see that all arraugoraentB aro 
properly carried out ; and General Euborts and his Staff Komctiinos 
make the entire round of euutonmouts. If an enemy wore be- 
sieging us in a civilized manner, and pushing forward parallels 
and cntrouchmeuts, we could not bo more vigilant; and it is 
satisfactory in the extreme to see the soldierlike hearing of all the 
troops engaged in the -weary work of keeping -watch and ward over 
nearly five miles of defences, British and native aro fully alive 
to the serious duties they have to fulfil ; and down oven to the 
dismounted Lancer, with his carhine ready for use, doing tho 
unwonted task of sentry-go in the trenches, there is not a man 
who has not accepted cheerfully the hardships imposed upon 
him. 

It was understood that to-day an attack would bo made in 
earnest. The moollahs .hud. been at their prayers in tho cit,rly 
morning, and had blessed innumerable lliinsy standards which 
were to he planted on our walls when their victorious I'ollowors 
had driven us from our delences. There certainly was more 
appearance of resolution in the movements of the enemy than has 
hitherto been the case. Tho small party in the villages beyond 
the eastern wall had cleared out during tho night, and a demon- 
stration in force w’as made from the south- wostoru direction. Our 
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cavalry viclotios on Slab Sung and tho bills near ilio nortb-wosi 
basiion gave ns warning of tlio approach of several Uionsand men, 
who moved ouL with ilicir standards from the Jollalabad gale and 
l)cdi-i- Afghan j and took up positions intlio gardens and enclosures 
which cover the plain to tho north of tho city. I have said that 
good cover for an attacking force still remains in front of tho 
houtlicrn wall and the soudi-’M^cst bastions^ and this was made use of 
by Mahomed Jan^ to push his men w^oll towards Sherpnr, Tho 
alarm was sounded in cantonments at eleven o’clockj as on tho 
previous day, and in a cpnirtcr of an hour vo wore ready for the 
attack. A hot fire was begun from hohind walls, waicreourses^ 
and towers, upon the soldiers lining the walls of Shovpur, and wo 
answered it witli our guns. Shells Averc dropped into tho gardens 
wlicro the enemy Avero in most force, six guns of Cr-3 and F-A 
being taken out at the novth-Avest corner of tho cantonment, and 
making good practico at 1,500 and 2,000 yards. Orders Avero 
given for no amalharm ammunition to bo wasted, and small volleys 
only woro lirod upon tho men fully exposing therasekes. A few 
Gliaxis worked fiom wall to wall, until within 400 yards of the 
covnoj* hastiou nearest Deh-I- Afghan, hut they could do nothing 
hoyoud planting their standards, for at that distance our marks- 
men, with their Martinis, could scai'cely fail to hit even bo small 
an object as a man's head, Afghans are good sldnnisliers, and in 
the art of taking cover they are almost unequalled ; but there Avas 
an open space botAveen their advaiiood standards and the wails, 
whi(jh even a Ghazi would not venture to cross. All that avo could 
see Avero the Hashes from thoir rifles and jhczalh from loo 2 >holes 
in the enclosures and towers, or from behind trees, ditches, and 
stones. Our shells woro so effective, that tAvo or three bursting 
in a garden AA'oro enough to drive its defeudorB to seek other 
protection ; and as they })as8ecl from wall to Avail, they wore shot 
doAvn by our riffo-flre, Avhich never grew wild or irregular. Eight 
picked men out of tho 72nd Highlanders firing a volley at a signal 
from their officer accounted for six men out of ion who Avero 
trying to reach a small isolated toAver only 400 yards from the 
south’' west bastion ; and their comrades near were so disheartened 
that they loft their standards, and crawled back several hundred 
yards. Solitary Ghaais, Avalking in sheer bravado out of cover, 
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•were killed at longer ranges, and all liearL seemed to die out of 
iliG attacking j^arty, wlio could make no headway against such a 
deadly lire. For the greater part of the day the enemy’s fire 
from the villages continued, and bullets came singing over the 
■walls into cantonments, making it dangerous for any one to vcntiir(3 
heyond the shelter of the barracks. Spent bullets dropped a few 
yards over the roofs, and Lieutciumt Suiideilaud, of the 72nd, 
was struck on the foot and slightly Avonnded by one of these, A 
hhiiitee near head-quarters was l)it in the c*hest, and General 
Vaughan's horse w^as wounded while standing picquetod near tlie 
same spot. Every tree and every yaid of wall outside Dcdi-i- 
Afghan and Murad Khaiia, the northern part of Cahul, scorned to 
hide skirmishers ; and the rattle of musketry for several hours 
told of the continuous lire they wci'o keeping up. Not a man on 
Sherpur walls was hit, though narrow escapes wore nuracrouH, 
General Eoberts, with severiil members of his fitaif, was w'atching 
the movements of the enemy from the roof of tho head-quarters’ 
gate -when a bullet passed just over the parapet and strutde tlio 
w'all hehiiid. The heliograph instrument on the same roof wars 
also hit. The Union Jack rvas Hying just below, and it rvas 
believed that this was taken as a target, as the shooting rvas so 
accurate. A score of Mahomed Jan’s nondescript cavalry galloped 
along the road below the Asmai hill, as if to cut off our vidoUos, 
but a few shells checked them ; while a small body of infantry, 
wEich tried to work round in the same dh'eetioii, wore kept hack 
by a few^ shots from tho sowars’ carhiiies, aided by a cross tiro 
from tw^elve picked shots of tho 5th Punjab Infantry, snugly 
ensconced in the fields, bohiiid a little s/fupu?’ 600 yards from the 
guns. These tw'elvc men — six Afridis and six Dogras — also 
prevented any stragglers from firing at the guns ; and the coolness 
with w’hich they kept their post and fired upon 200 or 300 Afghans 
who tried to dislodge them was admirable. In the afternoon the 
67th Foot moved out along the fields in front of the southern 
walls, and skirmished along the enemy’s right flank, so as to draw 
their fire, and make them show their real strength. They were 
also to examine the ground, and see if it wore possible for cavalry 
to work across. They lined such walls as gave cover and drew a 
smart fire upon thomselvos, which they returned rather too freely 
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considering that ammimition is so valuable. There was not time 
for them to clear the gardens and forts, so at sunset they robnrncd 
to their quarters, their withdrawal being the signal for the enemy 
to follow their old tactics of creeping forward again to the positions 
they had evacuated. The fire from tho bastions was again effec- 
tive in covering the roiireinentj and tho regiment reached canton- 
meiita without any casualties. The King’s Garden had been 
occupied since the morning by two companies of the 5th Punjab 
Infantry, Colonel Williams (commanding 5th Punjab Cavalry) 
having reported that it was easily defensiblo by hifantiy. The 
Punjabees were withdruAvn at the same time as the G7th letired ; 
two companies of the 3rd Sikhs, who had gone out to strengthen 
the right flank of the 67th, keeping tho enemy back while the 
garden was evacuated. No sooner had the sepoys withdrawn 
than the garden was filled with Afghans, who fired the quarters 
of tho sowars, and amused themselves by shrieking and lioivling 
about the place, as if they had gained a great success. Tho 5th 
Punjab Cavalry have had all their trouble for nothing : they had 
made themselves comfortahlc for the winter, and hatl got in hlmmi 
and lirowood ; and this is now cither burnt or carried avay. In 
a village near Mahomed Sharif’s Fort arc large stores of forage, 
and this, also, will probably be looted. 

To-day the sun bhouo out for a short time, and we were able to 
heliograph to LuUabuud, although tho mist over the hills beyond 
Butkhak was very dense. A message was received from Colonel 
Hudson, commanding at Lutfcabund, reporting all well; he had 
not been attacked ; Gough’s biigade had not been seen, and it 
Avas supposed he was still at J ugdulluck. General Pmborts signalled 
back, ordering tho brigade to advance instantly, even if they had 
to leave their tents Lehiud for want of transport ; hut whether the 
signallers at Luttabund could read our message, is not certain, as 
no ansAvering flashes came back, heavy clouds obscuring the suu 
over tho distant hotal. It was signalled twice, so that it might bo 
understood, and avg have but little doubt that it Avas read ” cor- 
rectly. It is now plain that our reinforcements Avill not be hero 
by tho 20th, and Ave must AA^alt patiently for another five or six 
days. 

Snow began to fall at seven o^clock this evening^ and it is still 
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steadily snowing now (midnight). At ton o’clock I viyitcd Lho 
bastions held hy tho 72nd Highlanders, and gained somo idea of 
the work onr laoii aro called upon to do. The sentries in tlieir 
greatcoats weio simply white fignros standing rigidly np liko 
ghosts, the snow-flakos softly covering them from head to foot, 
and freezing as they fell. Men on guard in tho bastions were 
walking briskly to and fro in their limited space to keep thom- 
selves warna, and at their foot weva their sleeping comrades, 
covered with their waterproof sheets. A cold wind had hocn blow- 
ing in the early part of the evening, and this had driven tho fiiikos 
into every crovice, and had caused several inches of snow to drift 
about the foot of the sentries in tho parapet. Tii tho ditch hclo^w 
onr horses were tethered, and our syces and followers sleopuig, 
the snow covering all alike, and whitening tho ground as fur ay 
the oye could reach. Inside cantonments was one Avido slioot of 
snowy brightness, the Bemarn Heights rising np in the background 
and looming through the siiowflakos like a snowy barrier blocking 
us from the outer world. It was bitterly cold on theso heights, 
over 'which a cold Avincl nearly ahvays bloAVS ; and wo liuorv that, 
hidden from our view, were 2,000 or 3,000 men sleeping at their 
posts, with snow about them, ewery man ready to answer tho 
lirst call of his ofRcov, stalking about among the sentries. Picq'uot 
duty under such conditions is a real hardship ; but with Balaclava 
caps and Avarra gloA^cs frost-bito is guarded against, and “with tlio 
early morning conies hot soup and cocoa, 'which cheervS the mon, 
and gtees them heart to face the cold, By order of the (jonoral, 
tho Commissariat servo out, night and morning, tinned soups and 
cocoa to all European soldiers ; and it is fortunate that a large 
supply of theso stimulants — for such, indeed, they are in a climato 
like this — reached us a few weeks ago. The small tins are easily 
carried by the men, and all that is Avanted is a cup of hot water to 
gh*e a drink ’’ with Avhich rum cannot hope to corapoio. Tho 
sepoys and sowars of the native regiments aro not forgotten, addi- 
tional comforts being served out to them ; and they are cbeory as 
their English comrades, though tho snow is far more trying to 
men from a tropical climnto. 

Our Avounded generally are doing well, though one trooper of 
the 9tli Lancers, avIio was injured by his horse being killed in a 
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elmi'ge, lias died. Colonel Cleland, tlio Colonel of tlie same 
I’cguuenfc, wlio was wounded in the disaatvouB affair of the lltli, 
is pronounoed out of danger; while Licntonaiit E^evton, shot 
ilirougdi the neck on the Idth, is walking about again, though still 
on the sick list. I am sorry to sa}^ that Major Cook, V.C., 5th 
Ghoorkas, is dying, mortification having set in from the wound he 
received below the kneo on the EalaHissar Heights. His brother, 
Lieutenant Cook, of the 3rd Sikhs, who was wounded in Chardeh, 
is rapidly rocoYcring. 


OHAPTEE XVni. 

The Siege of Sherrnr continiioJ — ^Qeneml U.'ilcer’y upon lula Mir Aklioi* — De- 

hij uctinn of the Fort — To]ogi\iplii(^ and Ileliograpliio Arran goinents in l^herxmr — 
Howr from Luttabund — J)e?{p'it(‘h of a Convoy to Colonel Iludbon — jirovement's of 
tbe Knemy at the Putkbak lioul — Want of Alilihny l^novdctlgo among the Afghans 
— DLsseu'^ioi]’^, in thoir Ixanks-^MuhoriK'd Jan otroi's Teim? — Ilcavy Guns got inlo 
rosltioii in Klicrpur — Uonibardincnt of Kila Molioiued Slunif — Failure to dislodge 
the Fmoiny-- Arrival of Gonerfd Oliarlos Gough’s llrigade at Bei Ikiha — Night klarch 
of the 12tU Ikngal Cavalry to Ijiittiibund — Occupation of Yillnges Eubt of Blicrpur 
by the Enemy -Tnistv or t1iy News of a uonteuiplatod Attack— The IVimrations 
to reaifil; an AsH'uilt— The Attack of Deeembor 23vd — Ilepulsc of the First Athick 
on the Eiibtcru Trendies — The Aitnek ronowed — Eisperfdou of tlio Enemy — 
Cavalry ParbuiL --Deaths of Captain Diindas, V.C. , and Lieutenant Nugciii, ILE. — 
General Charles Gough at the Logar Dridgc — Ilcturn of Casualties. 

SiLERrun, I9th Decmher, 

The enemy during the night occupied two strong forts a few 
hundred yards beyond the onstorn wall, and wore in such numhors 
that their fire annoyed us in that direction, Near the S8th N.I. 
lilies is a high walled enclosure, iu which sick and wounded sepoys 
aro ])lae(Kl ; and in front of this again, outside the lines, is a 
smiill fort in which fifty men, of the C7th Eoot, under Captain 
Smith, had been stationed during the night as an advanced post. 
The fort nearest to them in possession of the enemy is known 4 b 
K ila Mir Akhor, named after the Afghan Master of the Horse, and 
to-day General Baker was ordered to destroy this. He took with 
him dOO of the G7th, under Major lungsloy, 400 of the Srd Sikhe 
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under Colonel Money, ilie 5tli Punjab Cavalry, two mouniain guns 
of Swinley’s Battery, and a party of Sappers and Miners. 1'hcso 
moved out about eight o’clock ; but the morning was so misty after 
last night’s hdl of snow, that nothing could bo seen twenty yards 
away. A wall of mist shut out the view on every puIg, and it 
was difficult to feel the enemy and to test their strength. Just 
as the guns were being got into action, a terrific fire from the two 
forts held by the Afghans was opened upon 0-enerul Baker, and 
several men fell wounded. Lieutenant Montana ro, of the Moim- 
tain Battery, was laying a giui when a bullet struck him in the 
chest and lodged in the spine, inflicting a mortal wound. General 
Ikker moved back the G7th in rear of the fort occupied by Capluiu 
Smith, to act as a reserve, and extended the 3rd Sikhs in skir- 
mishiiig order through the orchards to open fire upon Kila Mir 
Akhor, The guns tried to get round on the loft, but found no 
position to suit them in tho orchards, and it was tlicn reported 
that the fort was commanded from tho south-eastcru bastion. They 
were moved into this bastion, and, aided by two guns of F-A, 
shelled the place for some time. Covered by this fire, tho C)7th 
advanced to see if the fort were still held, as tho fire from it had 
hlackened. As they were not flrod upon, tho Sappers, under Lieu- 
tenants Nugent and Murdoch, pushed on with powder bags and 
got within the walls, which were surrounded hyilajor Kingsley 
and his men. The towers wore mined and blown up, and tho 
Iniildings set on fire. The enemy still held the further fori., which 
was of great strength, with walls 30 feet high, and beyond somo 
skirmishers of tho G7th checking tho fire from its towers, it was 
loft untouched. The enemy were crowded within it, and wore 
reinforced by men from the Biah Sung Heights. Our cavalry and 
a company of tho G7th kept a sharp look-out 011 Gonoral Baker’s 
left flank in the Kohistan direction, while tho towers and bastions 
were being blown up, and Kila Mir Aklior having boon destroyed, 
tho force returned to cantonments. This kind of work is full of 
danger, as tho Afghans make good shooting from loopdioles and 
behind orchard walls ; and in this sldrnliBli we had six of the 
67th and six of the 3rd Sikhs wounded, besides Lieutenant Mon- 
ienaro fatally hit. 

There was again to-day constant firing at tho walls by detached 
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parlies of llio onoiny, and aovoral casualties occuiTecl — horses, 
ponies, and camp-followers being hit. Our men do not answer 
the fire, except when cerlain of thoir aim, as one rifle discharged 
from the walls is tho signal for twenty answering shots. The 
bullets go wide of their mark and drop into canloumeiits, doing, 
as I have said, some damage. A trooper of the 9th Lancers, 
while in tlio open, was badly hit in the chest ; and one of the 8rd 
Sikhs, while on tho Bemaru Heights, was also struck. The bullet 
ivas from a Snider rifle, and must have travelled 1,500 or 1,700 
yards. The Ardal Pultun was running short of Snider ammu- 
nition, and the irregulars with them are equally short of load. 
Slugs made of telegraph wire, revolver bullets, and, in some 
cases, even cartridges have been picked up within the walls. They 
were probably fired from Enfields, smooth-bores, ot jkcztiih. They 
would make an ugly wound at short ranges, but they are mostly 
spent by the time they reach us. 

ThougJi ^ve are cut oll‘ entirely from the outer world, our internal 
moans of communication are perfect. The heliograph works 
from the head-quarters* gateway to the eastern end of Bemaru, 
and telegraph offices have been opened about cantonments by Mr, 
Luke and Mr. Kirk in charge of the lino. There is plenty of wire 
left even after so many hundreds yards have been used for entangle- 
inonts, and branch lines have been laid from the chief office to tho 
more distant quarters. General Eoberts is thus kept informed of 
all that is going on, and much orderly work is saved by these 
means. Orders can he transmitted to General Maepherson and 
Colonel Jenkins in a few seconds, and troops warned for duly 
without the least delay. At night, lamps are used for hcliographic 
Bignalling fi’om tho gateways and the heights whereon there aro 
no telegraph offices ; and though tho light draws lire occasionally, 
tho signallers have not yet been hit. Such of the cavalry as 'were 
jnequeted in tho open have boon moved nearer to the line of 
barracks, so as to be out of lire, and there is now an open maidan 
where, a monlh ago, our tents covered the ground. The ordnance 
stores have also been moved to a safer spot than that formerly 
occupied, in rear of General Baker’s garden, and the office tents 
and post-office near liead^quarters have been ropitched on safer 
ground, There have been so many bullets singing about that 

B 
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away from llie &hclicr of tlm walla llicre poaitivc claiift-cv in 
walking from point to point. Oii tlie nortlicni lino, tlic Bcmavu 
Heighta, no shots have been fired, as the enemy cannol. got within 
range without laying themselves open to being out off in the jilain 
Ibeyond hy oiir cavalry. 

We have lioard from Luttabuncl to-day that iiono of the special 
messen^^ers, conveying letters aud telegrams, has reached there 
since the 15ih. Wo are afraid after this to entrust important 
letters to the messengers, who may have taken them to the ('iiciuy, 
or been captured on the road to Luttahund, Beyond keeping a 
diary of events, such as I am now writing, nothing can he done ; 
and it is hardly lilmly that beyond the more fact of hoing invested 
and of stray shooting at the walls there will ho anything left to 
chronicle for a few days- 

Major Cook, V.C., as good a soldier as ever served, and a 
universal favourite in the forco, died this evening. Lieutenant 
Montenaro still lives, hut pandysis has declared itself, and his 
death must he a matter of a few hours. Our loss of olliccrs is 
painfully great, and the total casualties of all ranks since Decem- 
ber 10th must now he nearly 300, Tlic 9th Lancers havo boon 
the rvorat sufferers : they have lost three officers killed and four 
wounded, and twentj^-one men killed and seventeen wounded, or 
forty-eight casualties in their ranks. The 5th Punjab Cavalry is 
the only regiment whose officers have escaped scot -free during the 
five days^ fighting, from the 10th to the 14th. 


QiOtli Dexamher. 

Waiting for the attack has grown so terribly monotonous, that 
we daily curse the tacdcs pursued by Mahomed Jail, who only 
sends out 200 or 300 sharp-shooters to blaze away theii* ammuni- 
tion at our sentries. It has become so apparent that no real 
assault is likely soon to take place, that we are lialfdnclinod to go 
out and deal with the enemy. But, fortunately for them, they 
are in Cabul, and street fighting with our small force would ho 
almost a useless sacrifice of life* We could burn the city down 
certainly ; but there are political considerations which 'tio our 
handS; as to destroy Cabul means much more than burning so many 
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tliou«aii(l liousGR. Wolinve rLII] iKiuowwof GoiiGmlCJougli’sbrigiHlo, 
although the 20ih has conio and gone, and now o\gii the mobt 
aariguiuo aiuong us do not expect the invcfetmeiit to ho at an end 
till Christmas Day. Our little garrison at Luttahund has had a 
small (iglifc of its own, hut has oomo well out of the scrimmago, 
having killed fifty of the assaihuits. Mahomed Jan is afraid to 
split up his force, or lie would h(3larc this liave detached 5,000 or 
0,000 men to hold Dutkhak, and advance tlicnco to carry the 
Luttahund Kotah It is the presence of our troops at Luttahund 
and Jugdulluck which has no doubt kept the TeMii Glhlzais in 
check; and as Asmatnllali Ivhan bgcius to he quietly waiting in 
the Lughman Valley for further nows of Afghan successes, the 
march of our reinforcements should he made without a shot being 
fired — ah least as far as Luttahund, A small convoy of yahaos^ in 
charge of ilioir ILizara drivers, carrying food to Colonel Hudson, 
was sent from Bhor])ur last nig] it, and reached Luttahund safely. 
Another well ho sent to night ; hut as parties of the enemy have 
hocii seen taking the road to Gutkliak, it is not unlikely that it 
will he intorcepted. The Hazaras arc very plucky; they go out 
willingly for a small I’oward, and we are now using a few of thorn 
to carry letters and dospntches. They pass out of the north-west 
corner, make for the border of the lake, and tlicnco w^ork along 
the northern edge of the plain hotwoon Sherpur and Ihitkhak, 
avoiding the latter place as much as possible. VVe arc anxious as 
to the safety of the bridge over the Logar river, halfway to 
Butkhak. It is believed at present to he intact ; and unless it is 
very thoroughly blown up, its strong masonry piers and arches 
can 1)0 easily nqiairecL Luckily, wo arc not fighting an enemy 
witli many resources. There is no one from Mahomed Jau down- 
wards who iindorstands, in the first place, how to make an invest- 
ment really worthy of the name. To deal with walls such as wo 
have to defend, the only mode to harass the garrison successfully 
is to concentrate an oufiladiiig tiro so as to sweep the parapet. We 
have not had tiiuo to make traverses of sand-bags on the buations 
or walls ; and our men would suffer greatly if the bullets, instead 
of paBsing harmlessly over the parapet at riglit-angloB^ wore 
directed so as to rake it from gate to gate. If the enemy threw 
up earthM'orks (luring the aught at somo distanco from the corner 
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bastions, anil lirocl in a lino parallel to the cliLoli, they could not 
fail to do somo miscliiof. As it is, not a man on tlio walls has 
yot been w’oundcd, and our answering volloys, when fired, liayc 
always been effective, roiir men out in tbo open were shot down 
by one volley from the marksmen at the south-Avest bastion, the 
range being dSO yards. A j\Jartiui rhie, resting in a neatly- 
cut channel on the parapet, is, in the hands of cool, collected 
soldiers, a most deadly weapon at these short ranges ; and as no 
one is allowed to fire without an ofllccr’s permission, the shooting 
is nearly always good. One of the many riunours from the city 
was that powder-bags were to bo brought to bloAV in the gates. 
In only one case, at hcachrinartors, hay an attempt boon made by 
us to permanently close the gateways. There is a strong guard 
at each, and Iho open space is usually hlockadcd Avitli Afghan 
ammunition Avaggons, strong ahattis outside being so arranged as to 
clieclc a rush. On either side of the Avaggoiis, Avhich can be easily 
drawn awuiy Avlieu troops aro sent out, arc low Avails built up of 
flour-bags, from behind which ton or tAvelvc men can command iho 
entrance if it coinos to ch)se fighting. At the head-quarters^ gate 
strong doors haAC boon placed on hinges let into the Avooden sup- 
ports to the mud wall on either side, and gun carriages aro closely 
jammed against these. TAveh^e picked men aro on duty day and 
night on the wall commanding the entrance, and tlicir orders are 
to reserve their firo until the enemy with their poAvder-bags aro 
within tAveniy yards of the gatcAvay, A strong wooden platform, 
with a parapet of sand-bags, ytrctclios from wall to wall six feet 
above the gun-caiTiagos, and this post iy entrusted to the caro of 
the thirty Crhoorkas avIio came up AAith Sir Michael K(mnody as 
escort. Even if the door wore hloAvn in, the ghazis at the head 
of n storming party Avould have to face a heavy fire From above, 
which they could not return while clambering over tlio barricade. 
This gateway Avould probably be Uio one first assailed, as iho 
Afghans know quite avgU that (Tonoral Iiol)eris and his SLalf have 
their quarters Avithin it. 

Some of our spies state that the men now holding Cabul have 
seriously conteinifiated an assault ; but that their ranks arc split up 
by quarrels as to the right of tribal sections to appoint a now Amir. 
Old Mushk-i-Alam still continues to prophesy that a repetition of 
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Uio victory of 18-11-42 is saro to como to pass; and, as a first slop 
towards this, Maboinod Jnu lias had tlio cooliievSsiQ ^‘’opeu noji^atia" 
tioiJH,” Olio would 1)0 inclined to look njion ]ii>s self- as sin i nice as 
ludicrous, wore it not that ho has the gratification of seeing us 
shut up in Shorpur, Jis if at liis mercy. The propositions ollcred 
arc of such a mixed” order that they s(‘om, at first sight, 
scai’ccly scrions. One is that we should at once retire to India, 
after Iniviiig cntGred into an agrecnioiit to send Yakub Khan hack 
to Cahul in tlio state hofitting an Anhr ; and W6 are to leave two 
IjritiBli officers of distinction as hostages for the faithful carrying 
out of our contract, Anotlior is made on holialf of the Kohisfanis, 
who oiler to accept Wali Mahoinoil as Amir, if we will march aAvay 
without concerning ourHclves furtlier \uth Afghan matters. The 
leaders, who have been l)old enough to make these proposals, 
tlhiik, perhaps, that we arc ns weak as our unfortunate army 
tliirty-ciglit yi'ars ago, and that hy frightening us into concessions 
they will h(‘ al)lo to cut ns up in detail as we toil hack to Pesliawuix 
As all the advantages of arms, (a|ui])ment, and ample supidies arc 
now on our side, avo only laugh at the terms so considerately 
olTovcd, ‘‘ We have a lakh of men : they are like dogs eager to 
rush on their prey! We cannot much longer control them!” is 
said io have been one of Iho mc^^Hage?i sent io shake our faith in 
our own sirength ; hut such absurd vapouring is taken at its real 
value, and contemptuously passed over. Yet a few days, and avo 
shall have G,00() men hammering at the gates of Oabul; and 
unless our Boldiors holio themselves, there will he a great revenge 
taken for the humiliation oiu' army has laad to endure » The idea 
of creating a new Amir has turned the heads of our foes to an 
extent tliat is absurd when it is rememherod that they are merely 
in Cahul on sufferance for a few days until our roinforcementB 
come up, The Kohistanis, Avho have nominated Wali Mahomed, 
are at loggerheads Avith the Ghilzais from Logar and Wardalc, who 
wish to put Yakuh Khaihs son, young Musa Jan, on the tlirone. 
They are politiciauB onougli to know that Yakub himself Avill 
never he sent hack as ruler of Afghanistan, and nothing Avould 
suit them hotter than to have an infant as Amir, ami tlioir own 
chiefs as a Council of Eegeucy. Such a government Avould he on 
lines which would give full scope to amhitious men, an^d the 
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country would be pliiudorcd Tor tiio benefit oT iliG Gliil/iiiH and 
tlioir riionds. In this ■wniii^ling iil)out Llio AmirBlii]), iho Jiioro 
^Mirliko ^voik, rencly at hand, it! lovgotton, though tho more 
fanatical have luld council r of war and told off loaders to various 
sections nhich are in asSfiulL Shorpur at a given signal. There is, 
however, but liLtlo attention paid by the rank and lllo to tho 
commands of their leaders; and though when a ghazi rnwlios 
upon his death, a handful of desperate men will follow hhii, tho 
great majority hang hack when they see the task before them. 

The fifing into cantonments lo-diiy wiis of the usual desultory 
kind, and our mountain guns pitched a foAV shells into such 
gardens as contained faiily large bodies of men. Two High- 
landers wore wounded while on picqnot duty at tho lino of en- 
trenchment from the commissariat godowns to tho i^emani gorge. 
Kila IMaliomed Sharif, so w^cll Imown during tho disastrous winter 
of 1811, still btaiids near the site of our old cantonments botwoon 
Hhcrpiir and the Cahul river, overlooking tho road from tho Bala 
llissar. Trom this fort, which is oidy 700 yards hum tho 72nd 
Gateway, men fired ai/ the southern wall al] day, Avhilo others 
could be seen, ^rith rifles slung across their hacks, superiutiuiding 
the carrying away of the hlwom stored by tho 5tU Punjab Cavalry 
in a village near for winter eoiisimiption. JTazara coolies wore 
made to do this work, and also to dismantle the cavalry quarters 
in the ^Hung's Garden/' which, as before stated, we have 
abandoned. Tliis morning threo 18-pouiulcrs and an 8-incli 
howitzer, part of the siege train given to Shore Ali by the Indian 
Oovermnent, wore got into position on the bastions oast and west 
of the 72nd Gateway, and to-morrow these will open upon Kila 
Mahomed Shorif and the villages in roar. Wo want 40-poundcrs 
at least to batter down tho thick walls of the fort; but still tlie 
heavy guns now ready to bo fired will probably have a good effect 
upon the enemy. Hound shot will be used for those 18-pounders, 
and bits of iron, ])u]lcts, have boon sewn up in canvas Lo 
serve as canister if the enemy innko any demonstration in force. 
There was no difficulty in getting the guns and howitzci’ up tho 
bastions, twenty or thirty men at tho drag-ropos moving them 
easily into position. It is strange that guns which were given to 
Shere Ali as a reward for his fidelity to the British should now be 
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tuiiiofl against Llic Afgliaiis, who liavo shown tliGmselvos unable to 
appreciate iho vnlno of an alliance with India. Now that the siege 
train has roiurnod to our possession wo slmll, perhaps, ho less 
conlidiiig in handing over munitions of wav to a nation which has 
treated ub so troachoroubly. 

Beyonfl thro^\diig out our usual cavalry videttes, wo have done 
nothing to-day to show the enemy we are on the alert. The 
cavalry have been terribly hard worked since the 10th, and horses 
and men have sufl'eved in consequence. At one period the saddles 
were never talccii off the horses of the 5th Punjab Cavalry for 
sixty hours, and the other regiments have boon nearly in the same 
condition. Licuiouant Alontcnaro died this ovoning from the 
ofl’oet of the wound I’ocoived yosterday. This makes tho tenth 
officer we have lost in as many days, and there are still eleven 
others under treatment for w^ounds. 


BQGQmhcr, 

Tlic three 18-poundors and tho howitzer oiioncd fire about ten 
o’clock this morning upon ICila Mahomed Bharif, and fired round- 
shot and shell at its 'walls and tho village in roar, whore the euomy 
mustorod in strength. Tho homhardinont was so far successful 
that tho fire from iho fort at our walla ceased ; hut tho thick walls 
were too strong to ho battered down by anything under a 40- 
pounder ; nnlcss, indeed, our guns had boon kept playing upon it for 
two or tlireo days. After throe or four hours’ incessant firing, 
a party of tho 5th Punjabecs wont out, accompanied by Major 
Hanna, of tho QuartermaBtor-GeneraVs Geparimout, to examine 
tho place, and sco if tho cnezny had really withdrawn. It was 
soon found that they wore only hiding themselves from iho shot 
and shell ; and when tho Punjahccs got in the open, tho Afghans 
rublicd back to thoir positions and re-oponed fire. They used the 
holes made in the walla by the round-shot as loop-holes, and it 
must bo confessed they 'Woj’o admirably adapted for the purpose. 
All day long bullets have been dropping over the walls, and five 
soldiers and several camp-followers have been wounded. The 
tactics of tho enemy are annoying, as they withdraw at the first 
sign of our men moving out, and return agaixi as soon as we retire* 
Tayo or three of thoir marksmen are daily posted to the same 
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points, and blaze away steadily at any one incautiously pooping over 
the parapet. Our men quietly sit down inside, smoko their jjipos, 
and laugh at the bullets. A few watch tbo movements of the 
sharp-shooters; and as soon as they show in the open, a volley 
from four or five Martinis is fired, generally killing one or two men. 
One of the Afghan inodes of skirmishing is for a few men to get 
in rear of a wall, cut holes through the bottom a few inches above 
the ground, dig another grave-liko hole in which to lie down flat, 
and then to fire their pieces from their loop-hole. The effect is 
very singular: tho flashes seem to leap out of the ground itself, 
and W’heu a score of men are firing, the bottom of the wall hristlea 
with flame. This manner of flriug gives greater steadiness of 
aim, and is far safer than resting tho rifle on tho wall-top, or 
thrusting it through a slit cut half-way up. This afternoon ilio 
enemy showed in large numbers in the orchards about Doli-i- 
Afghan, and were plainly trying to skirmish round towards the 
north-west gap between the walls and the Bemarii Heights. 
General Hills commanding at that corner sent out a party of the 
flih Punjah Infantry and 3rd Sikhs to occupy some low hills half 
a mile from the north-west bastion ; and these were enough to 
intimidate tho enemy, although we never fired a shot from our 
rifles. The guns shelled the orchards, and, at dusk, the usual 
retiremont of the Afghans to the city followed. The Sikhs and 
the Punjahees w^erc then withdrawn to their lines, and all made 
snug for the night. We have materially lessened tho luimbor of 
men 011 tbo w^alls and bastions to-day, as the duties are so severe, 
but everything is held in readiness to repulse an assault at a few 
minutes’ notice. As the Martini ammunition is rather short, 
Sniders are served out to the Europeans behind tho parapets at 
night. Wc have plenty of Snider cartridges, as a large quantity 
was captured in the Bala Hissar. 

To-day heliograms Avore exchanged with Luttahimd, and noAv>s 
was received from General Hugh Gough, Avho is at Sei Balm with 
1,400 men and four mountain guns. He will reach here on 
the 24th at the latest, and then we shall he able to luim the 
tables on Mahomed Jan and his 80,000 or 40,000 men. Our 
second convoy of yahom to Luttabund was cut ojBf, only four 
ponies out of fifty reaching Colonel Hudson safely. The villagers 
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Major Cook\ KC 

m rouiG arc l)(3licvocl i,o have killed tlic Hazara men in charge* 
The 121>h lioiigal Cavalry siiavi io-iilghfc for Knikhak, wlioiice they 
will join General Gongh’s force. This is the first sign of iho 
approaching LoriiiijuiLioii of the Hiego. 

The Lioutenaiit-Genoral coiumandiug has pnhlishcd the follow- 
ing Divisional Order, expressing regret at the death of Major 
Cook, V.C., 5th Ghoorkas:— It is with deep regret the Lieu- 
tenant- General aiinonneos to the Cabul Field Eorco the death, from 
a wound received on the 12 Lh of December, of Major John Cook, 
7.C., 5tli Ghoorkas. AYliile yet a young officer, Major Cook 
served at Umhe^da in 1803, where ho distinguished himself; and 
in the Dlack Mountain campaign in 1808, Joining the Kurram 
Field Force on its formation, Major Cook was present at the cap- 
ture of th(i Peiwar KoLal : his conduct on that occasion earning 
for him the admiration of the whole force, and the Victoria Cross, 
In the return in the Mongliyr Jkiss, ho again brought liimself 
promiueiitly to notice hy liis cool and gallant hearing. In the 
capture of llio heights at Sang-i-NawishLa, Major Cook again 
distinguished himsfof ; and in the attack on the Takht-i-Shah 
Peak, on the 12ih Dccomhor, he ended a nohlo career in a inaiiner 
worthy even of liis great name for l^ravery* lly Major Cook’s 
death Her Majesty has lost the services of an officer who would, 
had he hoen spared, have risen to the highest honours of his 
profession, and Sir F. Ttoherts fools sure the whole Oahiil Field 
Force will share in the pain his loss has occiiHianec] liimV 


22)uf Ikcemhcr. 

We have hoen left almost undisturhud toulay, and it has been 
hard to l)oliev(’t wo are really in a state of siege, Scarcely a shot was 
fired at the walls until the evoniug ; hut our spies bring in news 
that Mahomed Jan is reserving his strength for an attack, which 
shall be final. Ho has heard, no doubt, of General Gough’s 
approach, and is wise ouoiigh to know that his opportunity is fast 
slipping away. The advance-guard of our reinforcements is now 
at Luttabuiid ; and the fact of tho 12th Bengal Cavalry going 
out from Shcrpiir last night must have shown him that we are 
once more equal to sending troops down our old lino of communi- 
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cation. Tlic 12th Bengal Cavaliy had a fearful joiirnoy outwards. 
On passing Kila iAIahomc'd Sliarih on tlioir way to the Cahul 
bridge, they were fired iipou by a picquefc, and, the alarm being 
given, the enemy tinmod out and blocked the way, The cavalry 
iuriicd off from the road, and struclc the river lowm- down. The 
water was not very deep, but the banks were steep and slippery, 
and men and horses fell backwards as they tried to climl) up the 
further bank. It cost two hours to ford the river, the last squad- 
ron having to dismount in tlic stream, eiawl up the l)ank, and drag 
their horses after them. The sowars wore wet through, and two 
or three horses wore drowned. Once over, ilio a'Oad to Jluikliak 
was taken, and from every village on the road turned oat a few 
moil, who lirod upon the horsemen. They, perhaps, mistooli: them 
for another convoy of ytihoos, Tho dismounted men had to l)o 
left to return to Shorpur, under cover of tlio darlaicsB. Upon 
nearing BntkUak, a patrol was sent out ; and as it ivas then near 
daybreak, Lboy could see men moving about tho villiigo. The 
place was occupied l)y several luindrod Afghans, who opened firo 
upon tho cavaliy. The latter could not stay to fight ; and Mnjor 
Green, in command, knowing how impossililc it was to roiuni to 
cantonments, rcBolved io push on to Lnttahund. One sowar was 
shot dead and three others wounded ; and the eueiuy followed so 
closely that a squadmn was dismounted and ordered to Hidrmish 
out with their carbines. This gave time for ail stragglers to lie 
got together again, and in a short time tho sldrmisherH woro 
recalled and the whole rogimeut trotted off to Luttaliund. 
Twelve men were missing, but ion have since reported them- 
selves at Sherpur. They disguised themselves by altering tboir 
uniform, and then hid away in nullahs until evening, when they 
crept out and made a wide detour to tho north until they reached 
the open plain between the Waisirabad Lalui and the Bemaru 
Hills. Their horses and accoutremeiita wore lost. The enemy 
have occupied the village of Khoja Burwesli, about tliree miles to 
the cast of Sherpur, and arc rejjorted io he collecting in force in 
the forts between Bemaru and this village. They are probably 
Kohistanis, who have taken the precaution of securing their line 
of retreat in case of defeat. 

Sunjub, a trustworthy retainer of Ibrahim Khan, a ressaldar 
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of native ravalry in our service, lias coiiio in from Cabul and 
ropoi’tecl that Muhomod Jaii niidtlio other cliiofs have at last made 
up their minds Lo assault Shorpur. The lighting men in Cabul 
have boon told off to various sections of attaclc, and the signal for 
the assault is to bo tho kindling of a beacon Are of damp gun- 
powder, oil, &c., on tho Asmai hill, horty-tivo scaling-ladders 
have been given to 2,000 men stationed in the King’s Garden, and 
Kila Mahomed Sharif, and a demonstration v/iUi those is to be 
made against the son thorn wall near its western gikI, This is to 
he a false attack. Tho real assault is to bo delivered upon the 
Demaru village and tho eastern trenches ] but in ease of this 
assault succGoding, an attempt, in earnest, is lo bo made to scale 
tho wall near tho 72nd Gateway. We have made our dispositions 
accordingly, and tho Ivcservo will asscmhlo below the Eemaru 
gorge, at four o’clock to-morrow morning. The Asmai hill will 
bo watched l)y iiuiny eyes, and when the lioacon light is seen we 
shall all ho roarly at our posts. A niesaago has been sent to 
(Toneral (Jharles Gougdi, ordering him to march to Shorpur to- 
morrow instead of halting at Eiitkhak. 


23 /y/ Dcccmher, 

After eight days' investment Mahomed Jan has at last made his 
attack npon Hhcrpnr, and has l)oeu beaten oft' with ridiculous 
case, tliougdi nearly 20,000 men must have been sent to take part 
in tho assault. Our casualties have been very small, and but for 
an unfortunate accident, by winch two engineer officers were killed 
by tho prcniatiive explosion of a mine, tho day lias l)oeii one of 
perfect success. The tribal combination may be looked upon as 
broken up, for Kohistanis, Logaiis, and Wardaka are reported on 
their way, in haste, liomewards, and our reinforcomonts are 
eiicampod within five niiley of Bherpur. The news brought in last 
evening tuimed out correct to the letter. Krom four o’clock this 
morning nearly all eyes were turned upon the Asmai Peak, and 
even before the signal light appeared, sharp firing w^as hoard near 
tho King's Garden and tho Fort of Mahomed Sharift Our sentries 
on tho walls in that direction had been strengthened, but they did 
not answer the fire, as it was desirable to get the eneniy well 
within range by encouraging them in tho beliof that wo w^re not 
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on tlio alci‘L> Oav men foil silently into tlioir places ; t.wo inoun- 
Laiii guns luul Loon placed below the blookdioiise on the eastern 
end of tlie Bemarn Heights^ the reserves were standing to their 
arms, and the officers in charge of the sections of dofonco were 
nil at their posts. At half-past five there was soon 011 the Asmai 
Height a little flash of fire, which in a moment grew to a bright 
glare, mid streamed npinto the nir until it must have been seoiiby 
all the country round. For a few moinonts it burned brightly, as 
if fed with oil or inflammable matter, and then died away. As it 
flashed out, a continuous tiro was opened below the bastions on 
citlior side of the 72iid Gratoway, the flashes from tho rifles and 
matchlocks shoiving that a largo body of men had crept up within 
200 yards. The bullets whistled harmlessly over tho walls and 
barracks, our nicii still remaining quiet ; as, in the serai-darknoss 
and Aviih the mist still banging over the fields, nothing could he 
seen distinctly 100 yards away. W^o were waiting for the dovolop- 
mcxit of the real attack, and »sliortly l)efoi ’0 six o’clock it came. 
From beyond Eemaru and the eastern trenches and wadis came a 
roar of voices so loud and menacing that it soemed as if an army 
50,000 strong w’ere charging down upon our thin line of men. 
Led by their ghazis, the main body of Afghans hidden in the 
villages and orchards on the eastern side of Sherpur, had rushed 
out in one dense moh and filled the nir with their cry of ^'xlllah-il- 
Allah ! The roar surged forward as their line advanced, but it 
w'as answ^ered by such a roll of musketry that it was drowned lor 
an instant, and then merged into the general din, which told ns 
that our men with Martinis and Sniders were holding their own 
against the attacking force. For ten minutes tho roar ivas 
continuous, and then the musketry fire dwindled down to 
occasional volleys and scattered shots from the south-casiern 
bastion to the Bomaru Heighia, where tho mountain guns were wait- 
ing for daylight before opening fire. The eastern defences were in 
charge of Brigudier-G-eneral Hugh Grougli at the eastern end of 
the heights, and Colonel Jenkins of the Guides from the trenches 
on the slopes of the hill to the corner bastion facing Siah Sung, 
The troops defending tho position wore the Guidos’ Infantry in the 
trenches about Bemarii, 100 men of the 28th PJ, in the native 
hospital, and 67th Foot, The latter ivere reinforcod by two 
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companies of the 92ucl Higlilanclors from the PLesom. ’When 
the attack was made, it was still so dark and misty that little could 
he seen in front of the trenches, and the orders -ncro to rcscr\o 
lire until the advaucin^^ niassos of Afghans could ho clearly made 
out. Then the men of lire 28th m ere the first to open fire, and they 
lired volley after volley at such long ranges that they effectually 
scared away oven the ghazis from their neighhourliood. That tlin 
lire was not otherwise effective was proved hy only one dead body 
being found afterwards in front of their lines. General PTugh 
Cfough from the hillside, hearing such a tremendous fusillade 
below, fired star-shells, which hurst in the air and showed the 
attacking force in the fields and orchards nearly 1,(.100 yards away. 
The Afghans opened fire in turn, hut their shooting was wild and 
iiicfibctivG, though the bullets drop])ed dangerously about canton- 
ments. The native hospital seemed the point towards which the 
enemy worked, taking it perhaps as a landmark to guide them ; 
hut their right (lank was directed towards licmaru and the trenches 
on the slopes of the hill. The Guides joined in the fusillade, and 
the atiack was broken while yet the advancod ghazis wore 500 or 
GOO yards away. Sniders at that distance told with precision, and 
to make headway against them Avas impossihie. The hulieta 
searched every yard of open ground, and made oven the orchards 
almost untenable. To the right of the sejmys of the 28th were 
the 67th and the 92nd Highlanders, waiting with characteristic 
discipline the order to fire. Through the mist at last appeared a 
dense mass of mc3n waving s\\ords and knives, shouting their war- 
cry, and firing incessantly as they advanced. The order came at 
last for our soldiers to open lire, and the Afglmns Avero then so 
close that the volleys told with murderous effect. Some of the 
ghazis Avero shot Avithin 80 yards of our rifles, so patiently w'as 
the attack awaited ; Avlule thirty bodies were counted aftemvards 
well within 200 yards’ range. The atf ack collapsed as suddenly as it 
had begun, the Afghans saw what execution men in trenches and 
behind parapets can do with hreechdoaders in their hands, and 
they took cover behind walls and trees, fromAYhence they expended 
thousands of cartridges, doing us but little damage. Oar ammu- 
nition was too precious to be needlessly wasted, and only Avhen 
clusters of men got within range were vollcyf^ fired to scatter them,. 
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As day brolie tlio two i^ioniitiiiu 'witli im 18-poiuulor and two 

of b’-A Tbxtiory in tbc coriioi' bastion, slicllod tho Aillagos {nid 
orchards, and it l)cli(Mcd Llnit tlio gbasiis wore too dihlieartciiod 
to try a second assn.nliu About oloTon o’clock, however, after Tiyo 
hours’ sldrxnisiiing, they Rucccodcd in getting a few thousand of 
their more desperate followers together, and tried again to assault 
our lines. They were driven back more quicldy than on tho first 
occasion ; and could, indoed, scarcely bo said to have advanced 
100 yards iix their rude formation of attack. Shortly after this 
they began to waver and to slacken their fire, and when their 
scouts reported, as no doubt was the case, that a new force 'was 
^crossing the Logar river, they hecamo a demoralised mob bent 
upon sceldng safety at tho earliest opportunity. 

General Charles Gough had left Luttahund in the early morn- 
ing, and upon arriving at Butkliak had been able to comniunieatc 
by heliograph with General Paiberis. Tho heliograph Hashing 
away to the casit in the Culuil plain must have warned Mahomed 
Jan of the near approach of our reinforcements, and tho clouds of 
dust rising between Butkhak and the Logar rivci’ showed him that 
troops w'cro moving onwards, and w^ould perhaps take him in rear. 
Ill any case the villages cast of Sherpur were, in two or throe 
hours, nearly empty of moil ; tho plain beyond was covered with 
Afghans streaming towards Siah Sung and CahuL TheKohisiani 
sectioDi, to the numher of fully 5,000, wont away to the nortli, 
home%vardB, taking their women, wdiom they had brought down, 
to witness their triumph, with them. It was now our turn to 
attack instead of being attacked- The guns shelled the fioldH 
wherever parties of men were wdtliin range : two guns of l^’-A and 
an i8-poiiiider making gi'and practice at so close a rsaigc as 800 
yards ; and the cavalry were sent out hy w^ay of the Bemaru gorge 
to cut up the fugitives. First of all W'ont Lhe 5tb P-C- with four 
guns of G-8, R.A., which shelled the villages near Bemaru. By 
one o’clock the enemy were completely hrokem Tho 6tli P.O. were 
fortunate to get among a detached body on the nortli side of ihe 
lake. When their first charge Avas over, thirty Afghans were lying 
dead on the plain. The 0th Lancers joined them, and soon our 
horsemen were charging over the Biah Bung Blopos, The main 
body of the enemy had got well away to the city^ but all stragglers 
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Engineer Officers Killed, 

wore liunled down in tlio nullahs in wliicli they took Rliellor, and 
then tlcbpaiehcd. Two or tliroo lancers or sowars were told oH to 
each straggler, and the inou, diBinouiitiug, used their carbines 
when the unlucky Afghan had been hennned in. Folbwdng in the 
wake of the Otli Lancers and the 5 tli Punjab Cavalry came the 
Sappers, with every engineer officer in camp, them orders being to 
blow lip and burn all the villages and forts lately occupied by the 
enemy. The cavalry had cleared the fields and open ground of 
all Afghans, hut in the villages some fanatics remained, and these, 
fastening ihcmsolvcs up securely in houses or towers, were blown 
up by the mines laid by the engineers. Lieutenant Murdoch had 
a V027 inuTow escape. Entering a fortified riJJage ho Jdetod 
the door of a house, and was greoiod with a volley from three or 
four men inside. He was wounded in the neck, but not danger- 
ously, and as the Afghans refused to surrender, the blasting charge 
was laid near the house, and they wore killed when the iniiiG was 
fired. A sad accident, occurred in another fort. Captain Dunclas, 
V.C., and Ijicutcnant Nugent, Hojal Engineers, had constructed 
throe uiiiiGS which were to destroy the walls and towers; and all 
being ready they wont buck to light the fuses. The sappers were 
drawn up outside under their European non-commisBioiied oiEcor, 
and noticed that tivo of the mines exploded almost instantly. Their 
officers WTre still within the walls, and when the dust and smoko 
cleared away, they wore still missing. Search was made, and 
the bodies of Captain Huudas and Lieutenant Nugent wore found 
lying under the dehris. Both officers were dead. It is con- 
jectured that the tiracHuses, instead of burning slowly, flared up) 
lilte a train of powder, and that the mines exploded a few seconds 
after the fuses were lighted. We have ihna lost two good officers 
by an accident which might have been prevented if the equipment 
of the Sappers had not been cut down by the parsimony of the 
Government. So few fuses were sent up fooin India when the 
force advanced upon Oahul that ilie engineers had to make othors, 
and those were of course defective. It w^as two of these wbicli 
were being used when the explosion occurred. While the cavalry 
wore covering the operations of the Sappers^ several thousand men 
marched from the Bala Hissar and opened firo upon tho 9 th 
Lancers and tho 6th Punjab Cavalry on Siah Sung. Savoral men 
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\Yoi'o hit; and Captain Gambiurj of the nth Puiija-b Cavalry, wan 
wounded hy ii bullet passing' tlirongli his thigh. The Cavalry 
withdrew under the heavy lire directed against them, and for a few 
hours the Afghans remained on the heights with banners jdantecl. 
They retired to tho city at nightfall; and all the villages between 
Sherpur and Cabnl are now quite deserted. 

While the attack was being made on the caatern defences, 
three or four thousand men had Ivopt up an inceBSant fire at tho 
southern wall, and such a rain of bullets fell about tho Comnus- 
sariat and 72iid Gates that many of our camp-followers in caul 011 - 
meiits were wounded. Kila IMalioniod Sharif and the King’s 
Garden were full of Afghans, and two 18-pounders and two 
mountain gnus shelled them until late in the afternoon, while tho 
marksmen behind the walls shot down such men as retreated 
across the open. Dead bodies were scon lying in the Jkdds, 
and two or three scaling-ladders, so heavy that six men would 
have been neevled to carry them, were scattered ahout on t\ie 
ground less than a thousand yards away. When tlio Afghans on 
the southern side saw our cavalry sw^eeping over Siah iSung, 
they began to retire hastily to the city, and as they crossed the 
road 1,000 yards away from our bastions, they were lired at from 
the 72nd Gateway, and many wore soon to fail even at that 
distance, Tho men who stopped to carry off the dead hehaved in 
the coolest way, one Afghan returning again and again to drag off 
the bodies of his comrades. Earlier in tho day four men wore 
killed by a volley at 600 yards, and two or three who escaped tried 
to face tho bullctB Avhieh swept the ground about their dead. 
Finding it was certain death to ap]")car in tho open, they crawled 
behind a wall, and with a long crooked stick dragged tlioir dead 
away. Several of tho best marksmen of Mahomed Jan, who liad 
come daily to the same posts and fired persistently at the ram- 
parts, were shot to-day, our men having at last got the exact 
ranges. The waste of ammunition on tho part of the enemy 
was enormous ; they knew perhaps that it was their last chance, 
and they fired round after round all day long. 

From the ladders found in the fields there can be no doubt 
the feint on tho southern side of Sherpur would have become a 
real attack if the eastern line of defences had been forced i but 
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the scaling ladders wore only high enough to reach half-way up 
the wall, and the assaulting party could never have gained the 
parapet, We should have been "well satisfied if they had come 
on, as their punislnnent would have been fearfully severe. On 
the south-west and west no attack was made ; a few hundred 
men from Deh-i-Afghan occupied our videttc-hill towards the 
lake, and planted a white staiulard on the crest, but they never 
fired a shot, and a few shells in the evening warned them to 
retire, which they did about five o^cIock. A few standards were 
also placed in the fields to the west, hut the ghazis with them hid 
themselves behind little mnijcm they had thrown up, and did not 
annoy us at all. The northern lino of trenches along Beinaru 
Heights were never assailed, the steep hillside facing Kohistan being 
clear of cover ; and though, onco, it was expected that the gorge 
would he attacked, and guns were ordered up to the trenches 
there, the appearance of the 5th P.G, on the mmlan below 
checked such of the enemy as ^voro working round from the 
village north of Boraaru. In fact, after the first unsuccessful 
attack, the enemy did not know what to do, and though their 
leaders on horseback galloped about and harangued them, they 
could novor be got together in a cohesive body. Several of the 
horsemen were shot, and avo are liopiug that Mir Butcha, the 
Kohistani Chief, is among tho numhoi. At any rate, a horseman 
who was most energetic “was struck by a volley, and immediately 
ho fell from his horse 200 or 300 men rushed from a village near, 
placed him on a cltarpoy, and wont straight^ away across the 
maidan over the Paen Minar Kotal, which is on the southern road 
to Kohistan, Tho man must have been a chief of distinction to 
ho thus guarded, for his escort never looked back upon Shorj)ur, 
hut hurried their chief away as fast as the hearers of tho charyoy 
could walk. 

To night wo are resting on our arms, hut all is quiet in the 
fields about Sherpur, and we look upon the investment as at an 
end. The brigade under General Charles Gough is halted to- 
night on the Jellalabad Boad at tho Logax* river, and is holding 
tho bridge, which after all was never destroyed by Mahomed Jan* 
Our reinforcements will march in to-morrow, but it is scarcely 
likely there will be any more fightings as spies from the city report 



258 The Afghan War, 1879 — 80 . 

tliat tlae tribesmen are in full retreat. Very glad, indeed, are wo 
to bo once more free after nine days’ close confinement at Slierpur. 
As a soldier remarked on the walls when the Lieutenant-General 
was making his rounds : — Well, T shonld tliink this is the first 
time in his life that General Roberts has been confined to 
barracks ! ” The confinement has harassed men and officers so 
much that we dread the rc-action : the excitement is over now, 
and the exposure night after night in snow and slush miiat have 
broken down the health of many. The worst cases in hospital 
even now are men suffering from pneumonia : the wounded are 
doing well, though some of the wounds are very severe. Snow 
has begun to fall again, and wdnier has now set in thoroughly. 

The casualties to-day, including followers, arc thirty-two in 
number. General Hugh Gough was knocked over by a Snider 
bullet, which muat have been nearly spent. It cut throngh his 
poshteen in the right breast, hut was caught in the folds of a 
woollen vest, and fell at his feet as ho shook himself together 
again. The returns for to-day are as follows ■ 
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Cahttl Re-Occupied. 

casualties during the siege and on the day of the final attack were 
eighteen lulled and sixty-eight wounded (including seven followers 
killed and twenty-two wounded). 


CHAPTEE XIX. 

The Ue-Oocupafcion of Oobul — of IVtaliometl Occiipatlou — Complete Dispersion 

of Maliouicd Jan’s Army — Cenoral Ilill’s Hetum to the Oity — Ohiisimim in Sherpnr 
— Universal Olniracter of tlic Into Jehad — Uoceasity for reinfoxciug the Army of 
Occupation — {rciiGral Uakcr's Esipcdition to Baha Kncli ICav — Examination n£ the 
TJala Ilissar — Demolition of Forts and Yillagcs about Sherpnr — Cabnl Bevisited — 
A New llilitavy Eoarl — The Destniction of Sliops by Mahomed Jan’s Force— Despon- 
dency of the Iliudua and Kizilbaalies — State of the Char Cliowlc Bazaar — A Picture 
of Desolation — Tiie Kotwali — AVali Mahomed’s Losses — Ill-treatment of Women. 

2ith December. 

OuB expectations have been fully realized ; the enemy which held 
ns in check since December 14th has disappeared, and our troops 
are once more in Cabul, which shows teriiblc marks of Mahomed 
Jan’s occupation. Every house belonging to Sirdars Iniown to 
favour the British has been looted, and in the bazaars all the 
shops are gutted except those of the Mahomedans. Doors and 
windows broken in, walls knocked down, all woodwork destroyed, 
floors dug np, and property carried off: these are the signs 
of the Beign of Terror lately instituted among the luzU- 
hashes and Hindus, The search for treasure was carried out in 
a systematic way, and the loot now in possession of Kohistanis, 
Ghilzais, and other tribesmen must he worth many lakhs. Two 
lakhs of treasure belonging to Hashim Khan alone, are said to 
have been seized, while the Hindus complain of being utterly 
ruined. Wo shall have to inquire further into tlris when things 
are once more firmly settled, but at present wo have enough to do 
in pursuing the enemy, and arresting such local Afghans as joined 
their ranks. Those men now hide their arms, and appear in all 
tho beautiful simplicity of peaceful citizens, but the subterfuge is 
too easily detected for them to escape punishment. We, were 
not sure early this morning that Mahomed Jan’s host had 
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'vamsliecl, although, as the night had passed quietly, there was 
every reason to believe the siege was at an end. Our first move- 
ment was to occupy Kila Mahoniocl SLari/F, and (Jolond EroAvnlow 
sent out a party of the 7!2nd Highlanders to the fort at dawn. 
They found it quite deserted, and the otlicr forts and villages near 
A\er 0 also without occupants. Two or throe wounded men were 
hing within the w^alls, and the bodies of some thirty Afghans 
Avero scattered about near the loop-liolcs, or in the open where our 
bullets had struck them duAvii, This was on the southern face, 
near the 72nd and Commissariat gateways, so that the false attack 
in this direction must have cost the enemy many lives. Afghans 
do not, as a nilo, leave their dead bcliind, and doubtless there 
were carried away double the number found. Scaling-ladders 
covered with blood Aveve lying in the fields and forts, and heaps of 
powder and some hundreds of balbcarirklgos Avere discovorccL 
Unlimited ammunition must have been served out to each man, and 
as an examination sIioavs that all the poAvder and caps in the Uala 
Hissar have been carried off, or destroyed, it is clear that every 
tiibesmau filled bis pouch Avith an ample supply before making 
the attack. Those avIio have got safely away Avill have pOAAxler 
enough to last them for Uvo or three years, as many tons Avero left 
by us in the niagazfue. But for their losses, Avhicli aro ciilculatod 
at 2,000 or 3,000 killed and wmunded since December lOih, the 
army oi Mahomed Jan may consider their sojourn in C'abul 
during the Mohurrum a grand success, temporary though it Avas, 
'f hey blockaded the British army, caused it a loss of between 300 
and 400, and proclaimed a now Amir, Avhoin they have still AAUfch 
them. Young Musa Jan has been carried off by Muslik-i^Alam, 
Avho if he chooses, establish the new soveroigu at Ghazuii, 
and invite all Afghanistan to rally about him. The old moollah is 
reported to have fled Avith the lad last night, whilo Mahomed Jan 
remained in Cabul until eight o'clock this moniiug. He then saw 
that his aimy had deserted him, and he folloAvcd the example of 
Mushk-i-AIam, and took to the hills. Strong parties of cavalry 
have been out all clay in the Chardeh Valley and round by 
Charasia, but beyond a few men on the snow-covered hills no one 
was met with. It was difficult work pursuing, as snowAvas falling 
steadily. The 80,000 men have dissolved, and, with their loot, 
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are i.ikiiig mountaiii roacls, wliere they are safe from pursuit. The 
villages contain many men ^vllo fought agcaiiist us, and hereafter 
wo shall visit them with our flying column. On tho lltlg 12th, 
and 13 th every for Li fled enclosure our men passed was barred 
against them, and the occuinrnts fired at stragglers and turned out 
to harass rear-guards. Tho Mahomodan population of Cabul 
joined Mahomed Jan almost to a man, thinking the British rule 
was at an end, and now these citizens, whose homes we spared 
when -wo came among them in the flush of success, are hurrying 
away in anticipation of the reprisals we shall inflict. TTio time 
has gone by for weak sentimentality : military law alone should 
zmw guide Sir B. Eoberfcs in his dealings udtli the people, for it 
has been proved beyond rpiostion that to act humanely is merely 
to encourage the A fg liana in their belief that wo are un equal to 
controlling them. Instead of leaving au indelible mark upon 
Cabul, we liavo enriched it by our purchases of winter supplies, 
and have poured lakhs of rupees into the purses of the very men 
who had nothing to expect but the fate of a conquered race. 

The Hindus and Kizilbashes who relied upon us for protection 
may well revile us, since we have loft them to their fate; while tho 
Mahomed an s who have looted their homos, insulted their women, 
and terrorized over them for ten days, are now laughing at our 
inability to follow them to their distant villages. The unlucky 
Hazaras, who have worked so well for us, were hunted down, beaten, 
and reviled wdierever they showed their faces in the streets ; and 
wore told jeeringly to cnll for help upon the British locked up 
in Sherpur. Our humiliation is so great that to risk a repetition 
of it would he ruinous. We must show that the investment of 
bihorpur can never again occur, and to do this 10,000 troops must 
hold Cabul, and our line of communication with India he so per- 
manently established that even 100,000 tribesmen cannot Iweak it. 
Au immediate declaration of policy should ho made : to wait 
quietly for* ^events to develop” may be disastrous. We must 
create events, not allow others to turn the current of them iu 
whichever direction they please. If w'c are to hold Gahul — and this 
is now ten times more imperious even than it was before, for to 
retire would he to acknowledge that we have failed in our occu- 
pation, and dare not risk another roverso---W6 must hold it hy our 
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bayonets and not by our rupees. Half-mcasuros will only imperil 
our safety: to put trust in Afghan cunning and bo guided by 
Afghan insincerity is only to risk the livos of our soldiers. Those 
soldiers have done all that soldiers can do, and they may well look 
to thoir commanders to make success once obtained sure and sUiblo. 
We lost less than 100 men in capturing Cabul; wo have lost 
nearly four times that niimhcr in fifteen clays’ fighting, after wo 
had occuined the place for two months. There must he no longer 
a state of false security ; for it is not improbable tliat the 
will ho revived before the winter is over, and the moollaliB may 
again infiuenco the religious fanaticism of the people against us. 

To-day General Hills, our Governor of the City, once more 
visited the kotwali, guarded by the 5th P.I., while the sepoys were 
busy all day in searching the Mahomeclan quarter, and in aia'csting 
such citizens as they could find remaining. One hundred Punjahees 
garrison the kotwali for the night, and the Kizilbaslies and 
Hindus are once more plucking up courage. Tlio [3ala llissar Juis 
been examined, and not an Afghan found in it, niid in two or throe 
days the fith Hoot, and the 2nd and dth Glioorkas, which arrived 
at Sherpur this morning with General Charles Gough, will ))o 
quartered in the fortress. Butkhak is also to be re-garrisoned with 
100 of the 9Lh and the wdiole of the 12th B.O., and in a short 
time we shall he once more holding a strong lino of communication 
with Peshawur. Our most urgent want is ammunition. The I'oin- 
forcements have only brought about 200 rounds per man, and our 
own supply cannot bo much more than 250 rounds, taking the 
regiments all through. 

Among our political prisoners now is Yaku]) Khan’s mother, 
who was chiefly instrumental in raising the jehad. She will ho 
closely watched for the future, and as she is a woman of great 
resource, it may he advisable to deport her to India, The camp 
has also received with due hospitality forty or fifty ladies, the wives 
and other relatives of Sirdars among us, as guests. 


27 f/i Hocemb^n * 

After all the excitement of our ten days’ siege it is a great relief 
now to pass beyond the walls of Sherpur, even though the roads 
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and fields abonij arc anlde-dcep in niiicl and lialf-melletl snow. 
Not a shot now disturbs our peaceful quiet, and the only iimTsual 
sound is the dull report of a mine exploding where our engineers 
aro busy demolishing forts and wails which only four days ago 
sheltered our enemy. Our Christmas has been of the sober, 
thoughtful kind. We liaYO so lately been released from the painful 
constraint of constant vigilance and hard fighting, that our spirits 
could not rise very high in the scale of festivity ; and our losses 
have so sobered us that it would soom almost sacrilegious to 
feast and make merry” with Iho death of so many comrades still 
fresh ill our memory and with iho hospitals full of wounded men, 
sufferers in the actions fought sinco the lOth. Besides, every one 
is w^orn out with watching, and it will bo some time before officers 
and men can once more take life placidly, and enjoy heartily such 
little pleasures as are forthcoming, Christmas day was one of 
rest for all of us, for our cavalry reconnaissances had shown that 
the enemy had dispersed far out of our reach ; and as the snow 
lay six inches deep on the ground, there was little chance of our 
troopers overtaking even such small hands as might have followed 
the main roads to Logar, Grba^ini, or Kohistan, On the 24th the 
horses had to he led back by the troopers from Charasia, the snow 
having '^balled” their feet and made riding dangerous, and there 
was nothing to bo gained by sending them out again on a similar 
errand. We wore not all convinced that none of Mahomed Jaifis 
followers were lurking about, and strong guards were still held 
ready at night, to repel any sudden attack. But the precaution 
might have been neglected; for never before has an ^'army” 
30,000 strong mellecl so rapidly away. The tribesmen must liave 
travelled quickly during iho night of the 23rd after we had beaten 
them from our walls, and now the country about for miles seems 
deserted of its inhabitants. Such villages as are passed have their 
doors barred and bolted, and not even a ghazi turns out to thrown 
away his life. The snow-covered hills, which now shut us in on all 
sides, stand out in pure whiteness and mako no sign. They 
have seen the scattorocl thousands who held high revel in Gabul 
pass away in hoi hasto ; but the snow has blotted out their foot- 
prints, and the trail is lost. By-aud-hy we shall take it up anew, and 
search out our enemy in his secluded villages and forts, for a force 
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is even now toiling over ilie snow in Koliistaii, and will in a few 
days Lo at Mir Buteba's gates. Logar also may see another 
cubimn marching upon iLs villagos, hut more distant Wardak and 
Ghazni aro probably safe until the spring ; that is, if Maliomed 
Jan and Ms powerfal friend, the moollah Mnshk-i-Alam, do not 
keep their promise of returning to Cahiil at the festival of Nauroz, 
March 21st. They have had such an unexpected success, and 
have secured such valuable loot, that, in spite of their losses, they 
may he tempted again to repeat the experiment of coming boldly 
to meet our army, instead of waiting in their homes for an attack. 

The fuller we examine into iho jehad j the nioro clear it l)ccomcs 
that the late combination more nearly approaclicd a general movo- 
ment among all sections than any that has yet been attcinplcd. 
Ill the short period during which it existed, nearly cYCi‘y available 
fighting man in North-Eastern Afghanistan fiocked to the banners 
consecrated by Mushk-i'Alam ; and if the success of the jehad 
had been a little longer-lived — say by the intGreeption of our re- 
inforcements — there would have been streams of men setting in 
for Cabul from Turldstan, Badakshan, and Iho Hliutargardau 
district, which would have made Mahomed Jan the loader of that 
'^Makh of men ’’ of which he boasted. Every chief of imjiortaneo 
among the wide-spread Ghilzais and the more compact Eiohistanis 
and Safis was up in arms, and the fighting at Jugdulluck showed 
tliat Asmatullali Khan and his Lughmanis vere at one vith their 
friends besieging Shorpur. Even Padshah Khan, whoso virhiCH 
diort-sighteA politicians Ime extolled, bronghi) a contingent io 
Cahul, and fought against us with desperate hatred, altliough ho 
had greatly smoothed our path during the first march from Aii 
Khcl. With Mahomed Jau were also Mir BuLcha and several 
other Kohistani chiefs— Usman Khan, the Safi leader of Tagao ; 
Gholam Hyder Khan (Logari), and Aslam Khan, Colonel of 
Artillery, both of whom fought at Charasia ; and sovoral minor 
Ghilzai leaders, who had each hrougiit their following of 500 or 
1,000 men. The coimtenancD Mahomed Jan and Mushk-i-Alnm 
received' from Yakub Kluiu^s mother and wife gave thorn a status 
which they did not fail to use to the best of their advantage ; and 
while, perhaps, half their follow'ers were freebooters, intent upon 
looting Hindus and Kizilbashes, they made it appear in their 
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attempt to negotiate with Sir Frederick Eoberts that they were 
the patriotic Icaderw of a movement wliicli had for ita object not 
so much the ojoctmont of the British army, as the revival of the 
Aniirship. Singularly eiiongli, the removal of Yakub Khan was 
made a pretext for their occupation of Cabal, and this in the face 
of their callousness as to liis fate when lie was a prisoner in our 
camp. Yakub’s mother, wmrkiiig through Mushk-i-Alam and his 
viooUahs, turned the full tide of religious enthusiasm aroused by 
the jehad into channels whicdi should servo to place cither her 
exiled son or her grandson on the throne, and the proclamation of 
Musa Jan as Amir was a bold stop, wbicli may yotgive us much 
trouble to nullify. Musa Jan is in the hands of Mn shk-i- Alain , 
who may renew his jehad. By setting up the child in state at 
Ghazni, and formulating decrees and proclamaiions in his name, 
he may give the people a pretext for denying the existence of 
JJritish authority further than the few acres comm an clod by our 
guns about Cabul : and taking religion again as a rallying cry, be 
may by Kauroz bo ready with another b0,000 men to try con- 
clusions Avith ns again. The late army which besieged us docs nob 
exist, save in Bcatiered units. The I'eoliiig which droAv it togotlior 
is still alive ; for fanaticism only Hluni])ers in this country, and has 
sometimes so rapid an awakening ihatitmustbe constantly waicliecL 
The ten days’ success of Mabomed Jan Avill be quoted as proving 
iliat, under more favourable conditions, it might bo extended in- 
clofinitely ; and iiiilcsB, by our preparations, Ave sboAv that the 
conditions in future, instead of being more favourable, liecome 
steadily less and less attractive to men who may be called upon 
to join a neve jehads the British army of occupation may be again 
isolated. It is to be hoped that no false measure of economy will 
prevent the strength of the force hero being so raised that from 
3,000 to 4,000 men Avill alwaijen be available for outside wor]?, 
after Sherpiir or ATlmtcver lines we may occupy have been strongly 
garrisoned. Our reinforcements number only 1,400 men, and 
Luttabund is still left without a garrison ; Avliile 100 of the Otli 
Foot and the Avhole of the 12tli Bengal Cevalry have been sent to 
Butkhak to hold that post. We may seem strong enough noAv 
Avhen Ave hayo not an enemy Avithin tAventy miles ; but so we 
seemed equally safe tliree weokp ago, Avhen avo disbelieved in the 
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possibility of 80,000 Afghans ever colloctiiig together. If our 
experience is to go for nothing we shall revert to the old order of 
things, perhaps allowing the other division to garrison Lntiahmid 
and Sei Baba ; but if we arc to convince the late leadcrR of the 
jeltcul that a second can only bo a ridiculous failure, wo shall 
have the wdiolo of Generals Charles Gough and Arbuthnot’s 
brigades west of Jugdulluck. There may arise some difficulty in 
regard to uiuicr supplies; but if the policy, now begun, of re- 
quisitioning the villages belonging to hosiilo chiefs bo carried out 
to its full extent, our reinforcements can livo comfortably. Be- 
sides, the Kybcr transport should at oiico bo so remodelled that 
it will not he frittered away for want of duo supervision, and then, 
surety, supplies can bo sent from Pcsliawur as far as Jug dull uck, 
Luttabund, or oven Cabul itself. If we have to face the possibility 
of a SGcoud siege of Sherpur, and of another blow at our preatigo 
by tribes of Asiatics, wo may as well face it with our oyca open 
and our powder dry. This same question of powder may in- 
volve us ill difficulties yet, for we want ammunition badly ; and if 
it has to be brought up from Pcsliawur, it will take tln^oe weeks 
to roach here. As we are sending hying columns out again, tho 
troops comprising wffiich may get rid of 100 rounds per man in a 
few days, the prospect does not scorn so bright of our 250 rounds 
each lasting very long. If Mahomed Jan had persistently at- 
tacked our force in tho manner he at last did on December 28rd, 
WG should now bo left with about seventy rounds in each man’s 
pouch. Fortunately for us, Mahomed Jan is not a military genius. 

I have spoken of the hying columns we aro sending out. Tho 
first of these left Sherpur this morning, bound for Baba Kuoh Kar, 
where the villages belonging to Mir Buicha aro said to lie. This 
is about twenty-four miles away on the Oharikar Road, through 
the heart of tho Koh-Daman, and it is not ixnprohaljlo that our 
force may meet with opposition. This is tho first time wo have 
interfered with the Kohistanis since 1841, and tjioy have a belief 
in their owui powers among their native bills, which may cause 
them to fight bravely in defence of their villages. They have an 
unlimited supply of ammunition taken from the Bala Ilissar, 
and this to tribesmen is half the battle. The countiy is quite 

* Tlie plan lioro siiggosteil aftorwards out. 
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uiikuowii to us, and, -with tho snow l^iug thick on iho hills, our 
men aro sure to snftbr great hardships. General Baker’s column 
is made up as follows 

Hazara Mountain Buttery (four guns ) ; 

Guidos’ Cayalry (200 sabres) ; 

07th Boot (500 men); 

Guides’ Infantry (400) ; 

2nd Ghoorkas (400) ; 

5th runjabcos (400) ; 

Sappers and IMinors (11 company). 

Tho 2nd Ghoorkas wore too weak to muster 400 bayonets for sor- 
yico, so the 4th Ghoorkas were called upon to make up the num- 
ber. The Sappers take wdth them materials for demolishing forts 
and villages; and it is intended to loot tho place thoroughly, so 
15 por cent, of the transport animals in Shorpur accompany the 
column in addition to their own complement of mules and pahoos, 
200 rounds of ammunition per man and five days' rations arc 
carried for the men. Two survey officers accompany the column, 
and throe parties of signallers under Captain Straton. The sig- 
nalling branch of tho service has come, deservedly, to ho looked 
upon as playing a most important pari in every operation under- 
taken. Tho column is strong enough l)oth to punish Mir Butcha 
and to collect supplies ; but there is a strong opinion in camp that 
before any reprisals were begun our comniunicaiions with Jug- 
dulluck should have hoon scoured. Wo have had no news from 
Jugdulluck since tho 20th, and we aro in doubt as to tho safety of 
our despatches. Tho news of Mahomed flan’s flight should cause 
tho local Ghilzais to setilo down peacefully again ; and m more 
troops move up from Gundamak and Jellalabad, tho line will 
doubtless be re-opened in ten days. When General Baker returns 
from Eohhsian, another column is to be sent to tho Logar Valley, 
and more supplies collected ; this time, perhaps, without the ex- 
pendituro of two ox threo lakhs of rupees. 

A report has been spread that the Bala Hissar has been 
mined, and for the present no garrison will he placed within its 
walls* The Engineers are busy examining the fortress^ and when 
they have docidod as to its safety, General Charles Gough’s 
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buigado will be moved inio it for tlio winter. Gangs of Jlnf^ara 
coolies are employed demolishing the walls of villages and forts 
about Sheiinu’, and also in clearing away detaclicd walls in the 
fields, the remains of old fortified enclosures. One of the guns 
given by ns to Wall Mulioniod, ^yllcn it was expcckul bo would go 
to Turkistan as Governor, has been brought in ; l)ut the tuo guns 
of Hwinlcy’s kattcry, lost on the 1 Uh, are still missing. 


20//t December, 

I have visited the city of Cabal, which is now again in our 
hands, and have seen the havoc made in its bazaars by the army 
of Mahomed Jan and the fanatical followers of Muslik-i- Alain. The 
city is considered safe again for visitors, though officers visiting 
it have to go in pairs, and carry arms. This is a precaution 
against any stray ghazis who may still bo in biding within its 
walls. My guard was simply four Sikhs, and with this small 
escort I was able to examine the place thoroughly, Avithout luoloHta- 
lion. The Mussulman population still remaining is in a avIioIo^ 
some state of fear, und as our search-parties go from houso to 
bouse seeking men who played us false, thoro is a tendency 
among the citizens io draw off to obscure nooks and coniers. 
Passing out by the bead-quarters* gate in the Avestem Avail, I 
folloAved the muddy footpath across the fields to Deh-i-Afghan, 
the Avails and ditches about which yet show signs of the late 
fighting, in the presence of cartridge-cases thrown away after 
being fired by the Afghans, In the gardens about the suburb 
the trees are cut and ‘^blazed*’ Avhere our shells exploded, but 
the damage really is very slight. We had not sufUcont ammuni- 
tion to waste shells on those enclosures, and two or three doses of 
shrapnel or common shell AA^ere generally enough to silence the 
fire of the enemy in any given orchard. Climbing iij) the path to 
Peh-i-Afghan, Avhicli stands on a Ioav rounded hill at tho foot of 
the Asinai Heights, and on the left hank of tho Cahul river, I 
came across a few diBconsolatedooldug Hindus and Kizilbashos 
on their way to Shorpur, to relate their woes and file their bill of 
damages against 'Hhe great British Government,” which had 
promised to protect them. Besides those unlucky men AAwe 
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striugs of Hazara coolies, staggering under tlieir lieavy loads of 
•wood or hhoosa, and to all- seeming as happy as ever in their rags 
and wretchedness. All tho doors and windows of the houses were 
barred and locked, and but few Mussulman faces could be seen. 
Here and there were knots of men discussing, with subdued looks, 
the late events. The gossipers were profuse in salaams, but 
moved oif as our little party moved onwards. Deh-i- Afghan 
was shelled, on tho 14ih, hy six guns for about an hour, and 
during the siege an 8 -inch howitzer occasionally pitched a shell 
into the crowds which always gathered within and about it. I 
therefore expected to see some great damage done to the houses. 
But beyond a hole in a wall or roof, or the branches of trees cut 
olf in the courtyards, there was nothing to show that our shells 
had fallen within its walls. Most of the houses are so strongly 
made, the walls being four or five feet thick at the base, and 
firmly built up of stone and mud cement, that to breach them 
would require a 40-pounder, and \vg have no guns here of this 
calibre. Tho streets of Deh-i- Afghan were so deserted that it was 
quite a relief to leave them behind, especially as the whole place 
seemed to smell of the Bhambles — due, perhaps, to the bodies of 
men Itilled in action being buried in shallow graves. At the foot 
of tho Asmai Heights, where the road turns off to the Cahul gorge^ 
a company of the 8rd Sikhs was halted, while Captain Nicholson, 
B.E., was deciding tho direction a new military road should take 
from Sherpur to Dohmazung. (reneral Hills, Governor of the 
City, with a number of friendly” Calmlis, explained to tliem 
what houses were to be pulled down, and in a few days we shall 
have some 500 or GOO men busy in demolishing the jdace. As 
yet w^G have not destroyed a house in Cahul, and our mereifal 
policy as only encouraged its turbulent ruffians to turn and 
harass us at tho first opportunity. Military considerations alone 
should he now allowed to prevail, and any course decided upon 
as contributing to the safety of Shorpur should be carried out 
unswervingly. We have seen how great was the protection 
afforded by Deh-i-Afghan to the enemy, as enabling them to 
collect beneath its walls in perfect security, in occupying or in 
retiring from the Asmai hill, and this protection should now be 
swept away, even if every wall and house between the foot of the 
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kill and tke Cabul river has to be pulled down. General Maephor- 
sou’s retirement from above tke Bala Hissar on the ovoning of the 
Idth had to he made by way of Dch-i-Afghan, and his troops wore 
under fire the whole time in getting from the Oabul gorge to the 
fields beyond, where our troops from Sherpur wore waiting to 
cover their retirement. Our anxiety, so long o.s a man remaiaod 
within the shadow of Dch-i-Afghan, was at the time very great. 

Brom Deh-i-Afghan across a bridge which spans tho Cahul 
river, and thence by a winding path among high walls and somhro- 
looking dwellings, to the Chandaul quarter, is only a few minutes’ 
walk. The melting snow had made the narrow, ill-paved streets 
almost impassable in places, and wo had to splash through mud 
and slush to make any progress at all. As this end of the city 
was entered there were a few more signs of life, and one or two 
shops were open, but few wares were displayed. All these shops 
belonged to Mahomedans; they had escaped looting, and their 
happy owners wore now placidly returning to their every-day life, 
though, perchance, during the Moliurrum they ruflled it with tho 
best, and swaggered about, threatening death to all Kafirs. 
They know our weakness for sparing a fallen foe, and they trade 
upon it systematically. They will take our rupees Lo-day, and bo 
all subserviency or sullen independence — not so much the latter now 
— and will cut our throats and hack our bodies to pieces to-morrow 
ns part of the beautiful programme drawn up by a far-seeing Provi- 
dence. Passing by these few shops tenanted by Mahomedans, I 
soon came to those owned by Hindus, auil hero tho wreck was 
great. Like aU Eastern bazaars, those of Oahul cousisi of rows 
of little stalls raised three or four feet above the street level. Tho 
roar and side walls are built of mud and sun-dried bricks, while the 
front is all open, except whore the rude wooden Bhutters are put 
up at nightfall, and the little door securely padlocked- Bui few 
of the shopkeepers live “ on the premises; ” they have houses in 
the back- streets, where their wives and families are secluded; so 
that, when the day’s work or trading is over, the bazaars are 
deserted, except by wanderers or strangers in search of their 
night’s resting-place. These little stalls have boon gutted; 
nothing is left except the bare walls. Every scrap of woodwork 
has been carried aw^ay, and the floors have been dug up in search 
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of bidden treasure. The walls in several places are broken 
down, and their ruins lie across the street; while in one or two 
instances the very poles of the roofs have been purloined, and the 
snow and mist have wantoned through the nice snug corners 
where Eokliara silks, Manchester cottons, or Sheffield cutlery 
lay stored away- A description of one stall will serve for all. 
Scarcely a Hindu shop has been loft untouched, and Defile- 
ment has folloAvod upon Devastation, until the twin-sisters 
have made the havoc complete. The wretched shopkeepers 
sit among the ruins in helpless misery, and are already 
debating whether it would not bo better to pack up their 
household goods and move for Hindustan rather than wait for a 
second irruption of the hungry horde of tribesmen who are now 
hurrying away to their homes laden with the loot of Cabuh 
These Hindus make the most of their losses unquestionably, 
in the hope of obtaining compensation from the British ; yet 
there can he no doubt they have been robbed of a large amount of 
property. The Shore Bazaar is nearly all wrecked, and one 
part of the Char Chowk, the large covered-in bazaar of Cabul, has 
been cleared out even to the nails in the walls. The practice 
of burying articles of value is so common among Cabulis, and 
indeed among Asiatics generally, that part of the strong masomy 
of whicli the main walls of the Char Ohowk are built up has been 
broken down, and huge holes and gaps left to show the earnestness 
of the search. Such shops as have been spared in the heart 
of the city are still closed, for their owners do not care to 
display their goods too soon, as they have to hear the inquisi- 
torial questions of their less fortunate neighbours. A more 
wretched picture of desolation than Cabul presented as I rode 
through it cannot he imagined. All the life and turmoil had died 
out of it, and the oiily persons who seemed to take advantage 
of the general stagnation were the womon, many of whom were 
flitting aboxrt in their long white robes as if free from all restraint. 
The JeotwaU had boon made the temporary head-quarters of 
Mahomed Jan, who had garrisoned it with a few hundred z^oso- 
lute men. Their first act had been to destroy and defile the 
room where General Hills sat as Governor of the City ; and they 
had dono this very completely, even the roof and floor being 
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torn up. Loop-lioles had hocu knocked into the walls of every 
room, both above and below, as if in anticipation of a stand being 
made if it came to street- fighting. The kotiDidi is a high square 
building; an open courtyard, with two tiers of rooms round it, 
and a parapet above all Avhcnce fcho neighbouring roofs and 
streets can be commanded by musketry fire. It is so cloHcly 
hemmed in by buildings, however, that it would not be a good 
position to defend. The entrance is from the middle of the 
Char Chowk Bazaar, and it is the centre round which all Gahul 
circulates when any excitement arouses the people. When I 
visited it in my ramble through ihe city J found 100 Sikhs and 
Ghoorkas garrisoning it, and ready to turn out at a moment’s 
notice if an alarm of ghazis ” were raised. Speaking to 
a friendly Cabuli, he assured me that lakhs of property had 
been looted ; he himself had had five houses cleared out, while 
sirdars in oi;r camp had been treated in a similar way, Wali 
Mahomed especially had been a Bullbrer, and the ladies of his 
zenana had been subjected to great indignities, llolieviug that 
they had ornaments of value hidden upon their persons, they were 
stripped of every stitch of clothing, and turned out in all the 
shame of nakedness into the streets. Questioned as lo tlio uiimbor 
of Mahomed Jan’s followers, the Cabuli said there were fully 30,000 
men, and this coincided Avith estimates given by our spies and 
others who have been examined since. Padshah Khan, the man 
Avhom we trusted so implicitly on our march from the Shutargar- 
dan, Avas among the leaders, and brought a small contingent to 
BAvell the army of fanatics. The systematic Avay in Avhich the 
looting Avas carried on Avill appear from the statement that, when 
a man defended hia house against a small band of maraudovs, 
they retired for the time, and then returned, as a Hindu put it, 
“10,000 strong.” It was useless to offer opposition to such 
numbers, though I believe many of the ICizilbashes, by pro- 
fessing to bo good Mahomedaua, saved tlieir property. Thoro 
were not many inoffensive shopkeepers killed, eight or ten at 
tho highest estimate : but tho fear and terror in which they lived 
hidden away in cellars and holes made their life during the 
Mohr-irrum scarcely worth the living, I left Oabul, feeling that it 
Avas, indeed, a hapless city. The industrious classes, Avho had 
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been ourfrioncls and bad rejoiced aL our coming, bad been despoiled 
under our eyes ; wbile ibose who bad cursed us in ibeir bearis, 
and longed to drive us out, ^vere once more cowed after a short 
triumph, and wore calculaLing how many of their number would 
shortly grace the gallows, Tbo Military Commission under the 
presidency of l^rigadicr-Ocneral Massy has again been ordered to 
assemble. Tliis time, it is to 1)6 hoped a few men of importance 
may be executed — always provided that we can find them. The 
members of tlie Commission nro General Massy, Major Morgan, 
(of the 9Lh Foot), and Major Stewart (of the 5tb Punjab 
Cavalry) . 

The remains of Captain Spens were found to-day by Dr. Duke, 
about ten yards from the spot where be was cut down. General 
Eoberts, with a small force, visited Gbardeb Yalicy to-day, to 
examine the ground where the cavalry and guns came to grief on 
tbo ] 1th. One mountain gun of Swinley’s Battery, lost on the 
14tb, has been found. It was lying in a []]ud (a shallow pool) a 
few miles up Char deb Valley, where it bad been abandoned by the 
enemy in their flight. 


OHAPTEE XX. 

Tho PiobaUiliLipi of the Revival of the — ^InBinceiity of Native Clhefs— The Neofl 

of fiirtlici' IteinforeoTooiLs— The DinieiUticfi of Warfare in Afghanistan — Rpturn of 
GitnierfC Ralcer from Haba Kuch Kar— 'liecovery of tlio Scnlies of Uieutenants 
Ilardio and Rorbea —Koviow of the The Attitude of blie Tribes on the Line 

of ConimunipEitions — -AMnatullah Khan’w Position — Failiue to cheek onr llein- 
forCGinents — The Iinitortanco of tlie Luttahnnd Post — Attack upon Jngdulhick— 
EopulHO of tlie ijiiglimauiH — Oeportatiou of Daoucl Shall to India — Military Eveeu- 
lioiis. 

Jammy, 1880. 

The New Year has come upon us so suddenly that we have had 
no time to cast vain regrets upon worn-out months, which have 
witnessed the making of important pages of history, and given us 
a new starting-point in our relations with Afghanistan. A month 
ago wm were dying of w^eary inactivity, but tMs feeling w^as swept 
away by the stirring events of the Mohurnim, and we have not 

T 
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yet sunk Lack into our old stato of lassihido. Ouv losses hav(3 
Leen so heavy, that ii behoves ns to take preeaniions to pKweni a 
repetition of the late investmont ; and we iiro Lostiriing ourselves 
right heartily to give the glnUii-% a rco(‘])Lioii worbliy of tlioir 
impetirous nature, if they keep their promise to redann ui March, 
Musa Jau, Yakub Khaids son, is now with hUishlcd-Alam (that 
unsavoury inoollcili^ whose title means Scent ol the IJ] liver so '' ) 
at Bad Mushk, twelve miles from Ghazni ; and when the jehul is 
revived, all true Afghans will bo called upon to rally round their 
rightful sovereign. The waverers will be wrought upon liy pro- 
mises of endless loot ; the fanatical by opportunities of future 
Miss after they have died as ghazis ; and the mass of the tribes- 
men by an apjieal to their Avarliko instincts wliich lead them to 
light for the sake of bloodshed. Ft was a grave mistalce Avhich 
loft Musa Jan, with the women of Yalcub Khan's household, in 
Cabul ; for now a status is given to the leaders of the up-rising 
Avhicli they laclcod before. AYo have Wali Mahoinod with us still ; 
and if we so far modify our policy as to make him Oovoriior of 
Cabul and the districts about, — and all tilings arc possible in tbo 
see-saw of politics, — wo could make a cotin ter-appcal and declare 
Musa Jan to be merely a puppet in the hands of inisciiiof-niakers. 
Whether this appeal would be disregarded, one cannot say; but 
if it were hacked by a strong display of force, say li^,000 men 
holding Sherpur and every post down to Jollahibad well gjirrisonod, 
it might have some effect. No faith can he in Afghan jiro- 
mises ; we have loarnod that by the falling atvay of J bid shah 
Khan, if we did not already know it from past oxporienco ; ami 
our safety from constant attack must lie in the completonesB of 
our own preparations, rather tlmri in contr nets made with sirdarn 
who will only servo ub bo long as fair weather lasts* Padshah 
Khan is said to have remained faithful at least until tho Idth of 
December. When he learned that tho British had Leon obliged 
to withdraw Avithin the walls of Sherpur, and had lost two 
mountain guns in the day’s lighting, he may have tlionglit that 
a disaster wa,s impending, and so joined Mahomed Jan with as 
many Ghilzais as he could collect together. Tie now affirms 
that he was more a spectator than an active participator in the 
Mego ; and that thie was so evident to tho other chiefs that, aftor 
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assigning him a pent in the fovo-froiii of ilio alLack, they withdrew 
him from his comniaiKl at the last moment; so great was tlieir 
mifatriist of his tiineoril^’. 

The Khyhcv Foico Avill iclicyo us of all garrison work at Lutta- 
hund, which sehs free 800 men and two guns for duty here; so 
that with Iho L/lOO men GeiLcral CharloB Gough brought with 
him we shall ho ovc]‘ 3,000 stronger* But our losses have been 
heavy, and lb ore are now 800 men on tho sick list, many of whom 
must ho sent back to India. Tho present campaign cannot be 
brought to a succoshful conclusion without a much greater disjday 
of force thiin have hitherto made; and I helievo every effort is 
now being put forth to collect further supplies, so that, if neces- 
sfiry, In, 000 or 20,000 men could be fed during February and 
March preparatory to our resuniiiig the oflbnsive in tho spring. 
The \varniiig of Hir Homy Durand, in his criticism of tho old 
war, inn si have recurj’cd to our loaders when contemplating a new 
acGCsaicu oC ftirougth to tho force now hero. He ^Yl’otG 

Everything in tho expedition was a matter of tho greatest un- 
certainty, oven to the feeding of tho troops ; for Afghanistan 
merited tlic character gireii to Spain by Homy IV. of France: 

^ Invado wdtk a largo foj^cc, and you are destroyed by starvation ; 
invade with a small one, and you are overwhelmed by a hostile 
people.’ ” Wo have tided the latter alternative, and, after being 
shut in hy 50,000 Afghans (for such it is now said was the 
numerical strength of Mahomed Jan’s following), we have no 
wish to repeat tire experiment. To avoid it, we must have a large 
and handy force ready to cope with the enemy before he can reach 
Gabul; and hero the Btarvatiou difficulty Grox)3 np. After x)aying 
fabulouBly high prices for ovaryihiug— from a sheep to an onion 
— wo had laid in stores sufficient for tho consumption of our 
original division until the sluing ; hut these will not suffice when 
they are drawn upon by the troops which have since joined us 
{9ih Foot, Guides, 2nd and 4th Ghoorkas, Hazara Mountain 
Battery, and Sappers), apart from any othoi'S that may yet come 
up. The Khyber transport m not strong enough for much reliance 
to be placed upon it in tho naattor of bringing up supplies from 
Pesliawur, and we shall probably have to requisition the country 
and force the people to sell their hidden stores at our own prices, 

^ 2 
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We ciinnoL iiiiUTo, aiul the militiiry exigGiicios of tlio position 
vender it imp era Live tliat we slioiild have Sliorpur not only 
well gavrisoiiGtl, but a movable force of sufficient strength to dis- 
perse all Cabiil gathoringH, and regiments stationed along our 
line of Gomiiiunioatiou, equal either to punishing chiefs like 
Asmatullah, or moving westward to Cabul if a second jehad 
brings about another great combination of the people. Our 
latest reinforcement, which arrived here on the 24th, under 
G-eneral Gough, is now garrisoning the Bala Ilissar ; while the 
Guides have heen attached to General Maepher sou’s Brigade, and 
will remain in cantonments. They have done good service since 
their arrival, and well deserve to be attached to the army which 
captured Oabul single-handed. 

General Baker returned yesterday from his excursion to Ba])a 
Kuch Kar, where he destroyed the forts and villages holonging 
to Mir Butclia. This place was domolishod by Salo on the 8th of 
October, 1840. It was considered at that time a stronghold which 
would have given an army without a battering-train much trouble; 
hut now the fortiricd cnclostires Avore loss formidable. They wore 
not defended, Alir Buieha and his retainers have fled nortbward 
to Gharikar when he saw how quickly we were following him after 
his retreat from Sherpur on the 8rd December. No opposition 
on the road to, or from, Baba Kuch Kar was offered to General 
J3aker, who was only away ffve days. The snow-covered roads and 
hills were very trying to the soldiers and followers ; and it was 
Gonclusivoly proved that camping out in this weather is likely to 
sow the seeds of much sickness among our nioii. The country 
visited was not Kohistan proper, Avhich lies north of Tstalif, hut 
the Ivoli-Damaii A ^^hirt of the Hills”). The valleys wore found 
to he marvellously fertile, the orchards and vineyards on the hill- 
slopes stretching aAvay on either side for miles. Oabul is said to 
draw most of its delicious fruit from the Koh-Daman, the fertility 
of which we had every opportunity of observing. In the Spring 
the district must be the most beautiful spot in Afghanistan, 
the Ghardeh Yalley sinking into insigoifioanco before it, Great 
difliculiy would be experienced by an army marching through in 
the face of determined opposition. Sunken roads, irrigated tracts, 
walled fields, and innumerable watercourses form such a network 
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of obstruction, that if the IbrtR and villages, with their acres of 
orchards and vineyards, were defended, progress would 1)6 
laborious and dangerous in the extreme. Eor miles there is 
admirable cover for skirmishers to harass an army with all its 
impedimenta of baggage and followers ; and every fort would have 
to be stormed, as mountain guns w'ould make no impression on 
tlic mud walls. General Baker not only looted and levelled to 
tliG ground all forts and villages owned by Mir Jiuteba, but cut 
down his vineyards, and set the Ghoorkas to work to ring ” all 
the fruit trees. This will be a heavy loss to the villages, wliicli 
mainly derive their local influence from the return yielded by tlicir 
orchards and vineyards. Baba Kucli ECar is a little over twenty 
miles from Slicrpur ; and from it Tstalif could be seen, with its 
white walls gleaming out on the IhllsicloB, surrounded by orchards 
extending as far as the eye could reach. Istalif is about ton 
miles furiber north, and the country between is all under culti 
vation. Arrangements were made with local headmen to bring in 
supplicH, and large quantities of grain and hhoom are cxpcctod to 
reach us from the Koh-Daman. 

The quickness with which we resumed the olfonsive after being 
besieged in Shorpur lias favourably impressed all the country 
about. Such cJiicfs as Avere hostile to us now see that tliey arc 
not safe from reprisals; and Avithin easy marches of Skerpur 
many villages which turned out their fighting men during the 
jehad f are uoav being punished. One village in Ghardeh Avas said 
to contain the bodies of Lieutenants Hiudic and Forbes, avIio 
fell in the cavalry action on tlie 11th of Dccembor. On our 
troops visiting it, the malih denied that the bodies had b^n 
seen. Tavo of the headmen were tied up and flogged, but still 
refused to speak ; but upon a third being seized, he offered to 
shoAV the oflicers’ graves. The bodies were exhumed, and were 
found to be uiimutilated. The village has been destroyed on 
account of the contumacy of the mdiks^ and also because our 
troops were fired upon from its walls wlicn the guns were lost. 
Several otbor missing bodies of Lancers haA^o been found ; and 
on Noav Year’s Day an impressive funeral of the bodies of Oapiton 
Spens, Lieuionant Hardie^ Lieutenant Forbes, and a non-com- 
missioned officer took place at the foot of the north-Avosterp slope 
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of the Bemarn JloigliiR, Wo have lo^i iwolvo Oilicoi’hJ kilJod aiul 
fourteen wonnrlcd foinco Deciomhor lOUi, wliicli diowH the aoveriLy 
of the lighting ; while of the rank and lile and cainp-followoiH, 
nineiy-oight have hcoti killed and 238 wouiidoch 

f /// thumary. 

One feature of the late inYcatment of Shorpur canlonniont 
which deserves considerable attention is the j^art played by the 
poworM Ghilzai tribes between Cebiil Jind flcllalebad. Their 
attitude, from the 14th of Docember, was ilio same ns that taken 
up in the war of 1811 -“42, and they no doid)t looked for a similar 
result. It might have l)con foretold with absolute certfLinty that 
once a British army was besieged at Cab id, the tribesmen on the 
route to India would rise to a man and try to block tbo road along 
which reinforcements must pass. The jehad Avliich kliishk-i- 
Alam headed had its origin far from iJjo rocky bariloi’ ivhieh shnis 
in the Cabul plain on the east ; its bh’ih was at Ghazni, and its 
growth extended on the north to Koliistaii, and on the .south to 
Logar, the two districts which furnished at ilio outset its pmuii])al 
strength. The Saks of Tagao wore drawn witliin its iuihnmcc 
hy their close iiBighhourliood to Kohisian ; hut the Gldlzais of 
Teain and the valleys about, as w^ell as the more distant LiUgli- 
xnania, held aloof at lirst hy reason of their posilion botween 
the two British forces. If Mahomed Jan bad faibal in his march 
upon Gabul, and liad been driven back upon the Ghazni Road, wo 
should probably have heard little of the hostility of the tribes 
westward of Butkhak ; the proacliing of tlio mooUahs, which had 
for weeks before fallen upon the cars of the Ghilzais as ilio pre- 
diction of a great triumph over the Kafllr army, would have borne 
no fruit beyond an occasional raid xxpon oxxr convoys. The local 
clans would have felt that, if a powerful combination, such as that 
which had gathered about the Ghazni priest, had failed to drive 
hack the British army, they themselves were powerless to do so. 
But once the vast host of 50,000 men had occupied Cabul and 
the Bala Hiesar, and had made it impossible for the garrison of 
Shex^pur to move beyond its defences, the Ghilzais felt that the 
appeal to their fanaticism was a safe load to follow, and they 
began to muster in strength. The messengers from Mahomed 
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Jan were welcomed; and our ovacnaiioii of Eutkliak proved tliat 
his proiniso io snn'ouiid and cut to pieces the small army which 
had captured Cabul ^vafi not widely removed from the possible, as 
our leaders were coiicoiitrating their force to resist an attack. If 
wo had ]iot needed every man at Sherpur, why should we hurry 
away from our first outpost midcr cover of darkness ? This w^as 
the argument which went home to the hearts of the men in the 
hills about Kliurd Cabul and Tezin ; and all the local chiofe, with 
one exception; iunicd out their fighting men, and thought of the 
slaughter of onr army in the terrible defile of 1842. Padshah 
Khm, in his villages nearer the SliuLargardan, was carried away 
hy the same reasoning; and; with customary treachery, he 
hastened to Cabul to Ogbt against the men ho had pledged 
himsolf to support. His contingent was more needed there than 
that of the chiefs along our lino of communications; wdio had a 
similar mission to perform to that so successfully carried out 
nearly forty years ago — to block all oufclctn of escape; aud in 
additiou, to drive back our rGinforcements to Jollalabad. In the 
first llusli of success it may have oocuiTcd to Mahomed Jau that 
ha was destined to become a second Akhbar Khaii; and that a 
siege of Jcllalahad would follow the annihilation of the force at 
GabuL To carry out the programme Avith success, it Avas needful 
that all posts w^est of Jcllalabad should bo swept aw^ay ; and this 
Avork he entrusted to Asmatullali Khan, of Luglinmn, a chief, 
perhaps, more poAvorful than any other single tribal loadei' in 
NorLh-l^lastorn Afghanistan. Aamatuilah accepted the part 
assigned to him, and the ijughmnniB Avore soon actively at work: 
the telegraph line Avost of Gundamak was destroyed, and then, i)! 
full confideucO; the troops at Jugdulluck were attacked. But 
though it AVas easy enough in ihcoiy to lay dowoi p>laws on the old 
lines, tlio Luglmianis found that, Avith superior weapons, our 
soldiers Avere able without difficulty to hold their oavu against 
twentyfold odds. The road might be made unsafe, and all con- 
voys stopped ; hut when it came to turning out enemies snugly 
oiitronched, and armed with breech-loaders, it was a very dMerent 
story. While Mahomed Jan fondly imagined that for two or three 
months the Ghilzais would hold the Passes, and check the move- 
ment of a relieving force, AsmatullaU Khan wae not eg(ual to 
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keeping back the stream of men which set wostwiLi'cly from (kin- 
ilamak, and could not even dispossess the solitary native regiment 
which hold Jugdalluck when the small brigade under General 
Charles Gough had started for Sherpur, The Ghikais of 1 ’ezin 
had also found themselves non-plnssed by the abandonment ot the 
old route of the Kliurd Gabul, which was no longer followed either 
to or from Slierpur* Altliougli Maizullah Xhan and every local 
chief, with tlio exception of Mahomed Sliah Khan, of Hisarok, 
were ill arms, their tactics wore so faulty that, beyond racimcing 
Luttabund, they did nothing to harass our reinforcements. The 
mere fact of our being able to hold the Luttahund Kotal was so 
strong an e\id(3nce that the end had not yet come, that they 
hesitated to occupy the road botwoen that post and the Jngdulluck 
defile, fearing that they might he caught hetween two fires. 
Then was demonstrated the full value of the decision arrived at by 
Sir F. Eoberts — to hold Luttahund at all bastards until its garrison 
could be picked iip by tbe colvrmn moving to bis relief. Tiie flash 
of the heliograph from Hherpur to the liaial whore Colonel JTiid- 
son, with less than 1,000 men, was watching for the reinforce- 
ments from our eastern posts, told the tribes that the force in 
Sherpur, though beleaguered by an army larger than Cahul had 
over seen, was still linked to its supports, and w^as by no moans 
in the straits Mahomed Jan had promised. Sitting on the hills 
about Luttahund, the Gliikais were too faint-hearted to attack in 
earnest, and Mahomed Jan was not General enough to detach one- 
fifth of his force to sweep away the handful of men forming our 
solitary outpost. Forty Sikhs of the 23 rd Pioneers wore enough 
to scatter the hands which gathered about Jjiifctabund ; and so 
little did the followers of Maizullah Khan prove worthy of the 
trust confided to them by kfahomod Jan, that from Jugdiillnck to 
Bntkhak scarcely a shot was fired upon General Charles Gough’s 
brigade. Mahomed Jan, holding Cabal and the Bala ITissar in 
his grasp, must have felt that his plans ^yero falling to pieces 
when the Ghilzais were unequal to breaking up the force passing 
through their inidst; and once our reinforcements liad entered 
upon the Oabul plain, those plans coased to exist. In clespcratiou 
the assault upon Shorpur was decided upon, and its failure wuis 
the signal for the collapse of the jehad, Twenty-four hours after 
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tlie signal iiglit blazed upon tlio summit of llie Asinai hill, not 
1,000 men of tlie 50,000 wlio had held Cabul could be found 
within ten miles of the city. 

I have tried to explain the course of action taken by the 
(Trliilzais of Lnghnian and the Passes, and they have always been 
a bugbear when an advance upon Cabul was made from Gun- 
damak. It has been clearly jn’oved tliat fcliey la.ck organization, 
and have not the resoluto courage to attack entrenched positions 
held by oven small bodies of our men. Asmatullah Khan, 
it is true, made a demonstration against Jugdnlluck on the 29th 
ofDecombor, six days after Mahoino cl Jan’s flight ; but he was 
beaten back with a loss, on our side, of one officer (Lieutenant 
Wright, 1 L9tli Battery), and a native gunner killed, and one man 
of the 51st Kegimcnt slightly wounded, This w^as after eight 
hours’ fighting, and proves how paltry a force Lughman can send 
out. As this was probably Asmatullah Khan’s last attempt before 
withdrawing to Lughman again, i will give Colonel Norman’s 
(24Lh Punjab Infantry) account of the affiur. Writing on the 
evening of the 29th, he said:— ''At 10 a.m. to-day a party I 
had sent out to reconnoitre on the hills to the south was attacked 
in force by Asmntnllali Khan. The party held its own until 
reinforced ; hut as the eiicmy weni in great strength, I had to 
send out nearly all my men. One liundred and sixty of the 29th 
were on tlic Iwtal, and holding points on the Pass to cover the 
advance of the 45th Sikhs, then marching up to join mo. About 
noon I roGoived a telegram, saying tlrat Ihrce companies of the 
51st Foot, 3()0 men of the 45th Sikhs, and four guns of ILGih 
Battery, -wore on the way up. 1 accordingly waited for the arrival 
of these troops, to enable me to act more vigorously ; but it was 
4 p.M. before they arrived, and before this I had driven the enemy 
back. The reinforcements, directly they had arrived, tooknp a posi- 
tion in prolongation of my right, to enfilade the enemy. Just as 
ll-9th Battery came into action, T regret to say that Lieutenant 
Wright wag killed by a rille bullet. The enemy had completely 
retired before sunset. The practice of Anderson’s guns (Hazara 
Mountain Battery) was splendid. Asmatullah Khan has most of 
tho Lughman chiefs with him, and the GoYornor of Jellalabad 
Mahomed Hasan Khan.” Colonel Norman also reported that 
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with the force at ]m comnituid, lie could uot hope tlioroiiglily to 
disperse the LiTgluiuniiSj who roLirod from one rnugo of lulls to 
another, 'riiosc arc the usual taoiics of Afgliaii guerilla wa)*faro, 
the tribesmen returning as soon as iiho pursuit is over. The 
punishment of Asinatiillali Ivhaii 'will he directed troni another 
quarter, A Hying column from Jolla labad will enler lus country 
and devastate it, dispersing any force he may atiem])t to keep 
together. The iioavs of this proposed expedition has doubtless 
hastened his steps hack to his own fertile valley. Tlie (IlniKHis 
south of €l ugdulliTck will also he visited l;y a Hying colniim from 
Gundamak, which will penetrate as fi),r as J-Tisai’uk, iiiid punish 
hlaiznllah Khan nnd the oilier cliicfs wdio joined biiin hlach of 
these columns will he nnidc up ol 1^*000 infanhy, four nionutaiu 
guns, and a squadi-on of cavaliy, and they are to 1)0 kept always 
ready to movo out at short notice^ apart from the regular garrison 
of Jidlalaljad and (jundamalc. * 

Another j)riBoner of some importance has htam dcjiortcd to 
India : Idaoud Rhah, tho cx-Gommander-imChief of the Amiris 
army, was sent down the line a lew duysago. II is honesty, which 
for a long time many of us helievod in, soonis to have l)ocu tried, 
and fomul wanting. Tho story that a Icttcj’ was iutc'rccjptod, in- 
criminating him in tho risiJig, is untrue ; but that conuniLiu('ations 
of some kind passed bcLwceu him and the hostile cluofs is said to 
huYG been pretty eonchisivoly ostahlishod. The exact relations 
between him and Mahomed Jan may never ho kuo\vn ; hut they 
were probably on tho basis that, if Daoud Shah would desert the 
British, a high command should he his under tho new Amir, 
Musa Jan. His military cxporieiice would also have been in- 
valuable in directing such an army as that within Cabnl, and his 
knowledge of our cantonment and its wcalc points ivould have 
made him a leadei* whom the tiibosmon would Jiavc coiiHdoutly 
followed. 

The Military Commission has had before it many of thoprisonorB 
taken after DcocrabBr 23rd, and five men coiidomnod to death 
were hanged yesterday. Four of tlicso were villagers of Baghwana, 
near which place tho four Horse Artillery guns wore lost on 

^ I inay liere hiatc that botli tlieijo o.\i)0(UUon« woro afterwards carried out, and tliclr 
object attained. 
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DocemlxT lltli. CapLaiii (iLimiioRf!, of fclio 72iid lliodilaiidera, 
has taken llio place ori\Jajor Morgan, i)Ui foot, 011 ilio Commis- 
sion, wLicli, it will l .)0 rcmomborocl, originally consisLod at Siah 
Sung Camp of Coiioral IVfassy, Major Moriarty, and Captain 
Guinness, Very few prisoners arc now left for trial. 


CHAPTER XXL 

An Amnesty i^siusl — rnflnoiicos atleeling tiio tlio /t/aeJ—Iiivifcntion lo 

till' Oliici'fc, to visit Slieipnr — Lendois (‘\fimiitpd irorn tlu Anmiri} — The Malcontent 
Ohiefs at Ulut/ui - of Aimiaiy 9Ui — Ihiticijiel duels piesun; — r.'ulshnii 

Khan — Addioss by Sir Fiedoiiclc Iloboit . -Loynl ('hudh lOUfiideO— Ariasi^Tejnents 
foi i^siveuiin/* Kohistnn -4Hi>L.iUim o 1 11j mi ii Moicii'iiits to Indict— Kca-suiis for tlm 
J\lnvt‘uit‘ui“MLilimi]6Hl tLniVi VLins — Piujm'^id to Ibcnll Ynkiil) Khun — ^lioa^ons for 
micli a (Juur^o lx in'; iujjx)', ohle- finprovtonont in tlie Intelhi^onco Dei/Lufc?uenfc — 
New.* of Abdur Lailunnii KImn — Additionnl Koifcilicatioiih ohmit Ouhiil amt jSUupnr. 

Itli Januarij^ 1880, 

An araiiGHty lias been issued by Gonoral Rolicrta, dated Decombor 
2r)th, wliicb is so framod that it should convince ovon the most 
sceptical tribesmen that wo arc anxious to comuliate them rather 
hy fair dealing than hy forco of mans. Only live haidors are 
exempted from the pardon which is freely oircrod to all tribes who 
will send in their ropresoiitativos to our cantonments. The losses 
which tho Kohisiaiiis and other clans suffered hy the./c/tud wore so 
lioavy that the pride of having been able lo coop up the Rritish 
arzny within Shorpuv, must bo mixed with a feeling that the 
temporary victory was tloarly bought, and that to repeat it would 
invoivo still further loss of life. In the proclamation it is assumed 
that the mass of ignorant people were misled by th(3 represen- 
tation of (5ortain seditious men/’ and rose in rebellion against us; 
and our pardon is granted on the further assumption that this 
iguoraracc was gonorally shared in hy tho coalition of tribes- 
men. This is a very lenient view to take of what was really an 
outburst of religious fanaticism, in which even chiefs who were 
friendly to us shared ; hut it is a stroke of policy which may, for 
a timo at least, win over to us most of the leaders of the tribes. 
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Before carrying lire aiul sword iid-o their villages, wo invito them 
to come in and say what it is they really want, and wo guaraufcoo 
their personal safety, even though they lately stood arrayed against 
ns. This is not the usual treatment accorded to rohols ; hut it is 
felt, perhaps, that, with our half-hearted declarations of policy 
regarding Afghanistan, it would he unwise to punish, with the 
severity rebellion merits, the people who have given us so much 
trouble. If we had formally annexed the country, wo might cer- 
tainly punish with death men who rose in arms against our 
authority ; hut all we have done is to declare that, at some 
unknown date, we shall ''make known our will as to the future 
permanent arrangements to bo made for the good govonimcnt of 
the peopled' Tfhere our arms were felt, there our authority was 
kiiowm and respected; but in the districts beyond, our power was 
only nominal. To refuse to obey it was rebellion only iu name, 
under such circinnstances ; and, moreover, the abdication of the 
Amir Yakub Khan w^as looked upon by his late subjects as rather 
compulsory than otherwise. The ignorant people, w^hom wo are 
now so ready to forgive, argued that, if the abdication was volun- 
tary, a successor would instantly have been placed on the throne ; 
whereas time had gone by, and nothing had been done to show 
that our military occupation of the capital and the diHirict>s between 
Cahul and Pesliawur was not to be permanent. An appeal to 
their loyalty to the Barakzai dynasty, and a further appeal to their 
hatred of Kaffirs, were quite enough to call them to arms ; and 
they believed themselves strong enough either to drive us poll-moll 
from Cahul, or to impose terms of their own making. They did 
not succeed in either; and if we followed their own savago custom, 
we should kill every man wo could lay hands upon who had joined 
in the attack upon our army. But, instead of tliose bloodtliirBiy 
reprisals, the tribesmen find pursuing them messengers hearing 
offers of pardon if they will merely visit Hhorpur and make their 
obeisance to the British Grenorah They arc not HBkod to submit 
to any conditions ; their safety is assured ; and all that is rorjuired 
of them is that they will frankly say what their opinions are upon 
the proBcnt state of Afghan politics, and what suggestions they 
have to make to guide us in dealing with the people. Some of the 
tribal chiefs are cither in Sherpur, or on their way thither; and 
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we shall soon have an opporiuiiity of liGarini>‘ vlinfc ihoir wislios — 
if Lhey have any — really are. JBut, whatever views are put for- 
ward, and whatever points may he yielded by men wdio arc in tlioir 
hearts most hostile to us, it will not bo enough to take shallow 
promises as trustworthy in tlie future. With all the cunning 
astuteness of A*fghans, the tribal leaders will come in and will try 
to outwit us, as chey have always tried before. If we accept their 
promises and leave thezn to he carried out by themselves, Lhey 
may be looked upon as a dead letter. Paithor would it be better 
to listen to all that they have to urge in favour of a now order of 
things : Kohistanis, War daks, Logaris, Ghikais of all sections 
giving their views freely ; and then to dismiss them to their homes, 
warning them that they must rest peacefully until the will of the 
British Government is made known to them. Let a fixed date be 
declared on which that will shall he publicly in’ochiimed ; and 
whether the decision is that Afghanistan is to he annexed, to be 
split up into provinces, or loft to fall to pieces by internal disoreder 
after our return to India, let it be clearly understood that, so long 
as a British General remains at Cahul, his orders arc the law that 
is alone to bo regarded. These orders, also, must he enforced, 
when necessary, by our soldiers, and something more must bo done 
than sending some sirdar, alone and unprotected, into tribal 
districts, to carry out our wishes. The only fear is that the 
ananesty may he looked upon as a sign of weakness on our part, 
meaning that we dread another uprising ; but if, along with our 
philanthropic forgiveness, we mix the leaven of military prejjara- 
tions on a large scale, the eyes of the people will be opened to 
our real resources and the power we have at hand to crush rebel- 
lion. It must never occur to us again to be shut up in Sherpur 
for nine days ; such investments are fatal to our |)i’Gstige, both 
here and elsewhere. The memorandum of a Military Secretary in 
India, who can seek to reassure the country hy the absurd state- 
ment that 2,600 men can garrison a cantonment with over four 
miles of walls and trenches to man, must not be allowed to weigh 
against the ugly facts we have had to face. With more than 6,000 
men available for duty, the worlc was so terrible and severe, the 
constant watch by day and night so trying, that over 800 sick and 
wounded are now in our hospitals. With those 6,000 we could 
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repulf^G assaults, but coubl not iiiovo outsido to giyo batilo to tbe 
eucmj Avlio llaiuiiod tboir staiidartlH on Hiab Sung IToiglits, unci 
planted otbcis witliiu 2^0 yai’ds oF our l)asLions* Never was 
ibcvo a case in wliieli lli(^ jnoito [oro-waniod is forc-annccl ” was 
more applicable tliau now: our warnhig Inis boon a rude one, and 
bus eost us many lives ; butitbas doii(‘ tliis seryico — that it 1ms 
shown us liow^ to guard again si aiiotbcr sacdi shook, 'Jk'ii tboiisaiul 
men in Sberpur and Lho Jhila liissur oaii laugh at eycn 60,000 
tribesmen ; for, with such a force at our disposal, wo could always 
spare 3,000 or 4,000 infantry to hglit beyond the avails ; and our 
past experience has shown that wo ha\a') uoLhiug to fear with 
brigades of this strength, b, is only when wo inviLc attack by 
weakness that hands -fui of our incu arc ovorwlielmod by sheer 
weight nf niunhers. IT avo arc to continue in the country, and 
operations are to boextendod in the spring to Ghazni, Cliarikar, or 
Balkh, not less than 10,000 men should lie garrisoiiod in and about 
Oabul by the end of March. Our power now extends just a>s fiiv 
as oiu' lilies can shoot ; for Ave can no more rely upon the fnlelity 
of Chiefs Avho come into Sheipur, than Macnaghton could upon 
the promises of Akhhar Khan, i^lvory man’s hand would bo 
against us, if avc again were eiicomjiassod a1)Out in these ciintoin' 
ments. 

In tliG meantime, the proclamation of an amnesty has brought 
in most of the Koliistani chiefs (even those of Isialif and Cha- 
rikar) and the nearer Liiglmiari viallhH. The latter avovc friendly 
enough to us before December 14th ; hut aver that they wore 
forced to join Mahomed Jan, who threatened to harry their vil- 
lages if they refused to turn out their armed men. Tiio Kohis- 
tanis have seen Mir Butclia’s villages and forts destroyed Avithin a 
week from the diKspersiou of the investing force; and, true to 
their old policy, they have come in and are as peaceable as Ayheu 
first they wore eiifcrtained on Hiuh Sung. Padshah Khan has 
suddenly groAvn very anxious to be on good terms with us again, 
and his son and uncle are already here. He himself will shortly 
put in an appearance, and his explanations Avill be interesting to 
listen to. X4e forfeited the subsidy promised to him for the aid 
he gave us, on our march from AH KUeyi, by his tribe sharing in 
the attack upon the Shiitargardan ; and ho is astute enough to 
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know tliai BOW ho ]i£i« no dnim npon our eoiisidoratlou. When 
Croncral Ptohorls has inlorviewed the ohiefe oi' UioTarious boctions, 
he will be ablo io comprohoinl, in Hh true light, the reason of the 
late jehtiil, and what it in that the tril)al leaders require. Upon 
this he nmy make his calculations for a future campaign if they 
again prefer an appeal to anus to a peaceful understanding. It 
must not be forgotten that the five men exempted from tho 
amnosty are still at large, and are supposed to be planning a 
revival of tho jchful ; and doubtless every chief who now comes in 
and accepts the pardon ofl'er(jd to him will make a mental reserva- 
tion to ho guided hy tho courso of events at Ghazni as well as at 
CahuL I’ho five loaders are Mahomed Jan ; Mushk-i-Alam, of 
Gharkh; Mir I3iitclia, the Kohistani chief, now said to be at 
Chaiikar; Homandor Khan, of Logar; and Tahir lihan, son of 
Mahomed Sharif Khan, the sirdar kept as a prisoner at Dehra 
Bun. Tahir Kb an was for a long time in our camp with his 
brother, Hashim Khan, and was generally sapposed to bo a harnr- 
less youngster. As lie was instrumental in carrying off Musa 
Jan, and is active in keeinng alive the dying je/tari at Ghazni, ho 
lia*s suddenly boconio a personage important enough to be severely 
puiiisliod if ho is caught. Mahomed Jan is alhpowerful among 
the "Wardak men, the most restless and impetuous clan near 
Gabul. lie would have heen their chief upon the death of his 
father, hut that ho vvas a General in tho Amir's service, and 
could not fidlil both duties. Xlis brother was elected chief, but 
has since died, and the Wardaks look upon Mahomed Jan as their 
leader. The malcontents at Ghazni have also been joined by the 
. ex-Goveimor of Jellalabad. This man, Mahomed Hasan Khan, 
finding his friend, Asniatiillali Khan, with his Lughmanis, was 
coming to grief at Jngdulluck, doubted him, and, following by- 
paths through tho hills north of Luttnbund, reached Dah-i-Sabz in 
safety. Ho thought tho Hafis too weak to stay with, and passed 
thence through tho Koh-I)aman over tho Suikh Kotal until he 
gained the Ghazni Eoud below Argandeh, Once on the southern 
I'oad, ho was safe ; and by this time he is probably aiding Mahomed 
Jan to got together a now army. 
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9//i Jdmuwy, 

The policy of coiiciliaiioii which wo have so magiianinionsly 
adopted after tlio inefl'ccLiial attempt of the iribcsmcji to drive us 
from our cantonments has heen dcchired in open ])arbar to-day, 
to some 200 Sirdars, Chiefs, and vudiks. Tho efi'ccL of the 
amnesty, issued on December 26th, has boon in tho main so 
successful, that many Kohistanis, Logaris, and CxhiUais have 
come into Sherpur and made thfiir peace witli Mir F. Uoherts — 
temporarily it may ho, for hut little rcliaiico is to bo placed upon 
the promises of Afghans ; but still openly, and with no Booming 
reservation. What their course of behaviour may he hereafter, in 
case the Ghazni malcontents are able to raise a second jcluid of 
importance, we cannot tell ; hut they have hocii given clearly to 
understand that our forbearance does not arise from any fear of 
our own strength to crush them, but simply hccauso we desire 
rather to live on peacahlo terms with tho people, than to bo oon- 
tinnally harrying them for their misdeeds. It is almost too much 
to ask any tribesman to refrain from joining in a movemont which 
promises him plenty of bloodshed and unlimited loot ; but by lirst 
thrashing him and then treating him with generous forgiveness, 
we may convince him that it is more to his interest to bo on 
friendly terms with us than to risk his life and property by setting 
our arms at defiance. Tho Durbar to-day was held chieily for tho 
purpose of presenting such of the Kohistani chiefs as had remained 
friendly to us with substantial rewards, and of declaring to iho 
others what our present policy is likely to be, Tho Logari and 
Ghilzai chiefs had also a chance of observing how wo reward our 
friends, and of being assured that an offer of pardon to such as 
have chosen to accept it was not an empty promise, merely to 
entice them into Sherpur, 

A large tent was pitched near head-quarters, and in this were 
assembled tho chiefs who were to make their salaam to General 
Eoherta. They were marshalled in due order by Maliomed Hyat 
Khan, Assistant Political Officer, and kiiolt down in the fashion in 
vogue among Orientals when serious business has to 1)o gone 
through. A little square was left vacant in the middle of the 
tent, and in this stood four of the 72n(l Highlandcrti with fixed 
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baj^oiiets, the only senU’ics among the closely-packed Sirdars and 
many of whom were fighting against our troops hut a few 
clays ago. Sir F, Roberts entered, when all had been duly 
arranged, and the kneeling figures rose as with one accord, and 
rnadc obeisance with that courteous humility which seems to 
convey so much, and yet, in reality, means so little. There was 
no parade of any kind in the Durbar ; (jeneral Roberts was 
attended only by an Aide- de- Gamp, Captain Carew, and Major 
Hastings, Chief Political Officer. His native orderlies were of 
course at hand in caso of a fanatic appearing. The salaaming 
having come to an end, General Roberts seated himself to receive 
the Sirdars as they wero presented separately by Mahomed IT;^ at 
Khan. Sirdar Wali Mahomed Khan nas placed on the General’s 
left hand, and from time to time explained the status and charac- 
teristics of the more notable Chiefs. Tn addition to Wali Mahomed 
there were many other members of the JBarakzai family present, 
the chief of whom wero Sirdars Ibrahim Khan (brother of Shere 
Ali), Ahmed Ali Jan, Mahomed Hashim Khan, Abdulla Khan, 
and Mahomed Yusuf Khan. One by one the Chiefs were pre- 
sented, and the formal ceremony of the Durbar proceeded. Many 
of the Sirdars, and even some of the tribal chiefs, so far con- 
formed to "English custom as to shako hands with the General, 
It was a picturesque scene ; the dense mass of kneeling figures, 
clad in richly-coloured choffas, or with long-flowing garments 
shaped like the old Roman torja. The wild and, in many cases, 
handsome faces of the tribal leaders lighted up with interest and 
expectation as their fellow^s stepped out and bowed meekly before 
the representative of that British Government they had lately 
fought against. One incident was the presentation of Padshah 
Khan to General Roberts. Ab his name was called out, there was 
something like a Utter all round — for even Afghans have a sense 
of humour, and they could not help appreciating tho shamefaced- 
ness of this Gbilsiai chief, who, after aiding the British to reach 
Cabul, had striven to drive them out, and had then accepted tho 
forgiveness so freely offered. Padshah Khan came forv^ard in his 
usual cringing way, and on his sunburnt cheeks just a tinge of colour 
mounted, the nearest approach to a blush that he could raise. 
Even General Roberts joined in tho general smile which spread 

tr 
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from face to face at the evident discomfort of the Obiof ; while the 
hit ter j recovering his self-possession ^ went Lack to his place smiling 
also, as if a great weight had been lifted from his mind. Ho 
must wonder at our generosity, and, perhaps, be doubtful as to 
how far it may extend, in the future ; but, so far, lio is grateful 
for our forbearance, as his villages have not shared the fate of those 
of Mir Butcha. The Logari and Ghilzai Chiefs having salaamed, 
there were presented some thirty-four dagri and Besud 

Hazara Chiefs and maliks. Those men have rcm’ained true to 
their promises ; and as their country bounds Ghazni 011 the west, 
and also marches with the Wardak districts, they arc likely to he 
useful allies. Being of the Shiah sect of Mahomedans, they havo 
nothing in common with the Afghan Sunis, and we shall he able 
to employ them in harassing Mahomed Jan^s army if that loader 
collects a force at Ghazni. With a column marching up from 
Candahar, and our own army moving down the Ghazni Road from 
Cabul, the insurgents would be hold in chock weBtwwds by the 
Hazaras, and their only road for retreat would bo eastwards 
tow'ards Khost and the FJhuLargardan districts. Saftar Ali Khan, 
head of the Jagii Hazaras, was unable to attend owing to sick- 
ness ; but his son, Ahmed Ali Khan, was present to receive the 
handsome khilluts bestowed upon his father and hiniRclf. The 
presentations being over. Sir Fredericlc Uoborts read the following 
address to the KohisLanis, which was translated into Persian by 
Mahomed Hjat Klian : — 

“SiiiDAiig AND Malika, 

am very glad to see tliat so many of tlie ICohlstan rmlil'S have taken advan- 
tage of the amiiOHty imblislied on tlici 2(1 th of Deceiuhor lawt, vmd have come to Gahul 
to pay their respects to t}io Uritish fjovornment, and to oxiivoss their regrots for having 
tidvcn a part in the recent disturbaiiCGs. I trust that those mediks ^vlio arc still holding 
aloof, 'ftdU folloTiv the good cvaniple that has been set thoni, and Avill soon make their 
appearanco at Cabul. I told you, vdien you visited me in my camp at ^iah Sung, after 
the ariival of the British troops at Cabul, that tlio Ihitish Govei-nniont had nothing but 
goocnvill towards the people of Afghanistan; tliat it is their desire to respect your 
lives, your X-^roperby, and your religion, and to molest no one who would live at peace 
with them, Yon have had ample proof of bho truth of what I told you. At the instil 
gation of ill-advised men you camo from your homes in KoliisLan to attiick the British 
troops at Bherpur. All that you succoeded in doing was to idundor your own country- 
men who live in the city of Cabul, You did the British troops but little injury, and in 
a few days you were beaten oiT, and had to return to your homos with the loss of several 
hundred killed and wounded. You brought this punishment upon yourself, and must 
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not blame the British CJoycrniucnt. AVliat that (jovernmenfc did was to offer a pardon 
to all wlio would come in — except the mollh who, it is believed, was the main cause o£ 
youi‘ being led asfci'ay. It was necessaiy he sliniiUl be pimishod ; but, in doing sOj every 
care was lulceii that no one else should suffer injmy. The Briti'^li troops nun died 
tlij‘oiigh your country as far as Baba Kuch Kar, treating you all as friends, and paying 
liberally for cvciy thing in the shape of food and forage you wci cable, or willing, to 
lirovide. I hoiio the lesson will not be lost upon you, and that you will not nuMinder- 
stand the generosity and forbearance with which you have been treated. It is a great 
pleasure to rnc to dud that so many of tlic more intelligent and wdl-infornicd of the 
people of Afglianistan took no part in the recoiit disturbances, Birst and foremost I 
would name Birdars "VVaU hlaliomed Xlian, Ibrahim Khan, Jlasliini Khan, Alxlulla 
Khan, IVIaliomcd Yusuf Khan, Mahomed Karim Khan, Shalibaz Khan, Ahmed Ali Jan, 
Malmmed Birwur Khan, Atiuillah Khan, Aiiitoolhih Klian ITnhibiilla Klian (the iMustaufi), 
iUilik Hamid Klian, and Khan Mahomed Klian. Then several of your own chiefs 
remained with me tiirougliout. General Paiz Mahomed Klian, the son of Haik Aininiilla 
Klian, of Logar, the family of the Mmstanii Biidar Jlahibnlhi IChaii, of Wardak, the 
Kizilbaslics, and many other inllucntial men in the city of Oabiil refrained from joining 
tlie di.sUirher.s of jieaoe and order ; and I am glad to have this opporlnnity of thanking 
thoiuon tlio part of tlic British Grovemmont for the good aeiwico they thereby performed. 
.1 am now about to give khUhtiti to those KohisLanis who reinained at Hhevpur with me ; 
after wdiich you are at liherty to return to your liomes. I am sending buck witli you to 
Kohistan Su’dav Shahhaz Khan, whom you have yourselves asked for as your Uoyemn’. 
Ho will settle your disjmtes, and preserve order in the country. jUso that I may he 
fully infoniied by younsolvos of all that pawms, and of all that you may wish to rciirc- 
sont liorcafter, I invite you to select certain of your nnirilior who v/ill remain here and 
act as a nicditini of communication botweeu us. They whll be treated with comsidcration, 
and will have free access to me. Tlie rest of you may return to your lionioa, and for your 
own aako remember all that has passed.” 


Sir Frederick Roberts then proscnfcccl the I'liillnU, which con- 
sisted of handsome chor/as and a certain number of rupees, to the 
Chiefs who had remained with nu, or faithfully kept their promises. 
Those who had merely come in ans-wer to the amnesty were, of 
course, not rewarded. Besides tho Sirdars mentioned in the 
speech, who were rewarded for their loyalty to tho British Goyern- 
ment, there were Gleven Kohistani Chiefs, twelve Logaris (includ- 
ing Faiz Mahomed Khan, of Ali Musjid celebrity), and thirty-fom* 
Jtigri and Eesud Hazara Khans and maliks. With the distribution 
of khilluts the Durbar closed, and tho Chiefs were free to depart. 

In the meantime, our indecision has re-acLed upon a section of 
the citizens of Cabiil, who dread another occupation by tribesmen- 
The Hindu merchants arc beginning to move out with their 
families and goods, and are taking the road to Peshawur. I have 
had many chances of learning their feeling from one of their 
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number, an intolligeui banker, Avcll versed in local politics. His 
explanation of the migration is that the Hindus trustod in tho 
JjriLish, and looked to them for protection — wliicli was promised. 
But \\ ben the rising took place, the British had enough to do to 
hold Bli^r]nir, and consequently they were left at the mercy of ihe 
rahhlc ahont JIahomed Jan. They will not risk a S( 3 Cond occupa- 
tion, being convinced that it will take place, as have not 
really icccived any considerable rcinforcemciils. ‘^Besides/’ 
they add, ''no man can say what you will do next, whether you 
wdll go hack to India, or occupy Cabul for ever. Wo have wniiied 
for you to say wdiat is to happen, and nothing lias come of it 
except loss to ourselves and iu suit to our women. Wo will still 
wait, hut this time in Peshnwur, whore we shall ho safe. If tho 
Hirkar takes over Gabnl, then w^c will return.” And so they aro 
taking their departure, and Cabul is losing many of its best 
citizens ; industrious, pcace-loviiig men, wdiom we cannot easily 
replace. It is a comment upon our " waiting-upoii-Providenco ” 
policy which is not at all pleasant. Besides, if those HuuIub 
carry to India the idea that w'O cannot protect them in Cabul, and 
spread this report throughout Hindustan, the effect upon tho 
miiida of our own subjects east of the Indus may be very serious. 
Prestige is such a delicate plant in Eastern soil, that it should he 
carefully guarded. Our military pi’oparationg in and about Cabul 
— ^tlie huildhig of strong stone towers on the Bala Hissar Heights 
and the Asmai Hill, the catting of military roads to the Cabul 
gorge, the re-occupation of the Bala Hissar, iho clearing of ihe 
country about Sherpur of forts and walls— do not convey much to 
IhcsG Hindus. " You w^ant more if you are to liold Cabul, 
and keep out your enemy. What are 10,000 to 50,000 ? Thoro 
must he 20,000 here to guard Sherpur and the city.” They aro 
men ol peace, and their criticism of military matters is wmak ; but 
they shrew^dly enough ask if, after sickness and wmunds, our fight- 
ing men are more numerous now than two months ago. It may 
be a small matter, after all, that these terror-stricken Hindus 
turn their faces eastwards ; but it should be roiuemhorod that, all 
through tho troublous times of the .Durani dynasty, their fore- 
fathers, and they themselves, have remained in Cabul, and they 
are only leaving the city now, ]}Gcause they do not believe in tho 
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power or iliG British to hold it against another army of 50^000 
Afghans. 

Our news from Cfhazni still shows that there is energy left in 
Mahomed Jan, and that ho has hold his own against the rJagri and 
Bosud Hazaras, who have tried to drive him from the neighbourhood, 
llis latest plan to collect a now army is very iagGnious. He has 
placed Musa Jan solemnly before liis followers, and made the 
child repeat after him an oath upon the Koran, by which all true 
Mahomedans who join in another attack upon Sherpiir shall be 
exempt from taxation for throe years. The bait is a tempting one 
to indigent tribesmen ; but some of the more wary may refuse the 
offer, as they must see how^ unlikely it is that our army will ever 
be expelled by force. 

There is not much cantonment news. The force baa just ex- 
perienced a heavy loss in the death, from pneumonia, of Dr. Porter, 
principal medical officer of the division. Dr. Porter was so uni- 
versal a favourite, both with his owm medical officers and with 
every soldier in the Cabul army of occupation^ that his loss is a 
matter of personal sorrow to all of ns. His high professional 
ability gave him a prominent place in the first rank of army 
surgeons. 


nth January, 

The malcontents at Ghazni have at last given us an idea of the 
terms to which they would he willing to agree : these being 
nothing short of tlae recall of Yakub Khan, and his replaceinent 
on the throne. It is difficult, in the present state of affairs, to 
gain accurate news from Ghazni, but from letters which have 
been received, it 'would seem that a secret council of chiefs was 
held at that place a few days ago, and it was decided to send Sir 
Frederick Roberts a kind of diplomatic message. The purport 
of this message was that Mahomed Jan and hia adherents would 
fight to the end unless the ex-Amir was instantly sent back 
from India, and once more given charge of Afghanistan as 
supreme ruler. Young 'I’ahiv Khan is the originator of this new 
scheme, but it is uncertain how far It is shared in by Mushk-i* 
Alam. It is pretty certain that the latter was sorely displeased 
by ]mjchaA being perverted into a raid upon the city of Cabul j 
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and on this x^oiiit lie quarrelled mill Mahomecl Jan, oven before 
tlio investment of Slierpur was at an end. Thin quarrel was partly 
instrunieiiial in causing the rapid dispersion of the tribal gatlier- 
iiig ; factions being formed, and discussion running very liigln 
The more fanatical sided with the mooUah; while the disorderly 
elonaont sup 2 )ortGd Mahomed Jan. Tho letter convoying tho 
decision of tho Ghazni council has duly reached us, and wo arc 
rather amused at tho coolness of tho proposal. Tho removal of 
Yakuh Khan is in tho eyes of many people a very inadequate 
punishment for his culpable weakness in allowing an Envoy to bo 
slaughtered, and we should be stultifying ourselves if wo were 
even seriously to think of ‘‘giving him another chanced' If ho 
were a strong and capable ruler, able to carry out tho terms of an 
alliance with us ; a leader who had l)eon captured in opposing our 
armies, and had been deposed after defeat, thero might then enter 
into our calculations such a possibility as making him Amir onco 
more. In the old war we so far sacrificed our pride as to send 
back Dost Mahomed to Cabnl after ho had been deported to India ; 
but Dost Mahomed was a ruler worthy of respect, and a soldier 
who could keep his unruly subjects fnirly well in hand. One can 
almost imagine that a few fanatics are hugging tho belief that, as 
the Dost was reinstated, so will Yakub Khan he again placed in 
power ; but such a cousnmination can never occur. It is doubtful 
whether Mnshk-vAlam has accepted the doci>sion of tho couiioil. 
Our first information wan to tho ofl'ect that the arch- 7 /iooWa/i had 
gone io Ghazni and harajigucd a largo meeting of the malcontents ; 
but it has since been reported that he was imt present at tho con- 
sultation. Mahomed Jan’s movements, too, aro difficult to follow. 
One day he is said to be among his kinsmen at Wardak; tho next 
that he is stirriug up the Zurmut pooplo east of Ghazni ; and 
then come all sorts of absurd rumours al)out his being on the way 
to Kohistan to see what ilir Eutelia is doing. 

Oui' iutelligencG department is growing at last to be something 
more than a name. IJoforo tho events of the 11th and 23rd 
December, the only reports that were received as truBGvorthy were 
those given by paid spies and followers of the sirdars — follow^ers 
who are, as a rule, of the purest type of ruffianism. One always 
looks upon a sirdar as a past-master in the art of deception, who 
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would sacrifice the British at any moment if he could do so with 
impunity ; and the hangers-on of these chiefs are not a whit better 
than their masters. The action of the 11th in the Cliardeh Valley 
j)rovecI to demonstration that no trust could be placed in the 
reports given by the sirdars : there were found to be 10,000 or 
15,000 men within ton miles of Sherpur, whereas we had only 
heard of 5,000 being at Argandch, Now there has been esiab- 
Hshed a regular system of patrols, and a certain number of 
Kii^ilbash horsemen are stationed at various points on the Argandeh 
Kotal, Surkh Kotal, the Kohistan Eoad northwards over the Paen 
Minar Kotal, and about Oharasia. They are under the command 
of one responsible native leader in Sherpur, who again is directly 
controlled by Lieutenant- Colonel Locldiart, the Quartermaster- 
General of the division. As these horsemen are paid, not by 
results, but for regular service on patrol work, they are likely to 
be more trustworthy than the highly-paid spies hitherto employed. 
If the system could be a little more extended on the lines I have 
before pointed out in previous letters — yi2., regular establishment 
— it might be a great aid to us in the guerilla warfare we are 
engaged in. 

Important news has been received that Ahdur Rahman Khan 
has left Tashkend, and is now probably in Turkistan. If his 
resideucG among the Russians has not thoroughly converted him 
to their views, he might bo a useful man for us to take up. He is 
ambitious, and, if we can trust Mr. Schuyler's estimate of him, 
has some ability which might now be turned to good use. What 
his influence would be now in the country after so many years of 
absence we cannot tell; but to-day, in mentioning his name to an 
old Cabuli, and saying that he was possibly already in Turkistan, 
my listener’s fiice lighted up with pleasure, and he eagerly asked if 
he would return to OabuL There are so many possibilities to be 
weighed in calculating the chances of settling affairs here on a 
fairly safe basis, that Abdur Rahman’s claims may come to be 
considered. Unless, as I have said, he has been Russianised, ho 
might fall in with our views, and;, at least as a provincial governor, 
be trusted with authority. 

In ^ the meantime we are making preparations to hold Cabul as 
well as Sherpur in case of an attempted repetition of the events of 
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Uecciiiber 11th to 28r(l. General Charles Gough’s hrigaclo in ilio 
Bala Hissar is hiisy at work, cutting a broad road from the Shah 
Sliclir Gate (that facing Siali Sung) to tho gale overlooking tho 
city near Chaiidaul. "Jhio hi’okon places in the avails have been 
built up, and iinprovomonts maclo by tho Engineers, so ns to give 
shelter to tho garrison if an attack were attempted from the city. 
The ShordorwaKa Heights immediately above the Bala llissar are 
also to he held iu future by one battalion (say 500 or 000 men), 
stationed in three strong towers, now iu course of construction. 
The first and strongest of these is on the* spur above tlic Arsenal ; 
a steep point completely comraanding the Upper Bala Hissar 
already being crowned with strong walls, the basement of Llie 
tower. The crest of the Sliorderwaza Heights already boasts of a 
strong wall, part of the Afghan fortifications ; and this position is 
naturally so strong, tho hillside sloping down almost porpon- 
clicularly towards Chardeli Vallejo that with the two towers now 
being built it could defy assaiilt from any force dostituto of artillery. 
The liclge running down westwards to the Cal3ul gorge would also 
he hold if an enemy menaced the city, and on tho Asniai lloighis 
on the northern side a strong fort is to be built. The militai7 
roads converging upon Dehmaauiig from Shorpur cantonments 
unite in Dehu- Afghan and pass by the foot of the Asniai IlilJ, 
whence they are to be continued in one broad road until tho main 
Bamian Eoad through Cbardeh Valley is gained. Tho towers 
above mentioned are to be provisioned and watered, Jilways, for 
ten days, and are to contain smalharm aminiuhtion equal to tho 
requirements of a battalion for that period, calculated on tho basis 
of serious fighting. A road broad enough for guns will also be 
made about Gahul itself from Belwi'-Afgliau to the Bala llissar, 
in addition to a circular road about Slierpur cantonments. Another 
road is to be cut fi'om Bemaru village to the Siali Sung Heights, 
wuth a bridge spanning the Cahul river ; and yet another from tho 
67 th Gateway (near the sonth-eastern bastion) direct to the Bala 
His&ar, this also crossing th6 river by a new pile biidge. Those 
two roads will ensure communication between Sliorpur and the 
fortress without our troops having to pass near the city w^alls ; 
and will give us alternative bridges over the Cahul, whereas we 
formerly had only one bridge, that on the city road from Sherpur. 
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WiLIi regard to the cautomneiit itself, the clear space for 1,000 
ypTcls about the vi^alls is already partly made, although the dehrk 
of forts and Tillages destroyed requires much levelling before it 
can 1)0 said that all cover has been swept away. The blocks of 
solid mud and the loose rubbish could ])c utilized by Bkirmishers 
advancing to attack, and until this accumulation of ruins has been 
thoroughly levelled, our rifle- tire will not have a fair chance. On 
the castcin point of the Bemarn Heights a very strong tower is 
iio\v being rapidly built, and the hill about it is to be scarped for 
ten yards, so that to assault it from outside canlonmcnts would bo 
impossible. At the north-west corner, below the western end of 
Bemaru Heights, the lino of trenches with their parapet of gun- 
carriage wheels (described in one of my letters written during the 
siege) will also bo strengthened by a broad and deep wet ditch. 


CIH\PTER XXn. 

Pliilautliropic Worlc in C'abiil — Dv, O^ven’s Hospital — Prejudices graclualiy Gvcrconic— * 
The Altendanco of Women — The Ilospitiil Wrecked by Panatics— The Place Re- 
established — A Yisit to the Wards — Gratitude of tlie Patients — Tieatment uf Men 
Wounded ill Action— Confidence in the Surgeon’s Skill — Life in Slicrpur — Freedom 
of Criticism Current Events— The Sherpiir Club —A muse ra cuts of the G.a.rrison 
— The First Theatre— The Pleasures of Skating and Sliding — A. Snow Figlit on 
Reiiuiru Heights— How^ they Li7e in Cabul“ — Zenana Life — Prevalence of In- 
trigues — Shopping— A Cab 11 1 Interior— A Lady's Dress — Oahuli Cliildren— Character 
ot the Gitizeris of Cabid — The Sirdai'— Ambition and Sensuality — -A Sirdar's 
House— The Rites o£ Hospitality — ^Tlie Cabul Trader — His Manner of doing 
PuRinoBs. 

January^ 1880. 

As lliere seems to ho nn impression gaining ground, at least in 
England, that our army of occupation have adopted the Russian 
plan of settling a country — the institution of a Reign of Terror — 
it may be WDrth while to describe fully the means which we have 
taken for drawing the people towards ns. After the capture of 
Cabal in October, it was found that there was a vast amount of 
disease and suffering among the poorer inhabitants of the city, 
and that native surgery never attempted to cope with these, excojtt 
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in the rudest way. With the benevolence which generally charac- 
terizes our commanders in Lire field, Sir F. Eoberta ordered a 
charitable dispensary and hospital to bo opened in Cabul ; and 
Dr. Owen, Staff Surgeon, was placed in charge of the institution. 
The Kotwafs house, vacant by reason of tho execution of that 
official fo]‘ complicity in t]io J\ lass acre, was tiiriiGd into a liospital, 
and w^ork was begun at once. The rooms were cleaned and put 
in order, wards for men and women arranged, tho tottering walls 
Blmkeii by earthquakes made safe and sound, and thou patients 
were invited to attend. On November 21 st, Dr. Owen was first 
consulted,’* twelve wretched beings, suffering from various ail- 
ments, coining to him for treatment. They wore carofully treated, 
and although, on account of tho scarcity of English drugs in 
camp, no elaborate prescriptions could be mado up, tho best bazaar 
medicines were freely given. Tho news of tho Sircar’s latest 
eccentricity soon began to spread throughout Oabul, and for several 
days the place was visited by little crowds of persons, who wore 
cither sick, or had sick friends who needed treatment. With tho 
suspicion always at work in Afghan minds, that every act of tho 
stranger has some obscure tendency to harm them, the citizons 
were full of mistrust. They could not appreciate tho genoroBity 
of their conquerors, and argued that it was absurd to suppose that 
men w’ho had come to destroy Cabul would sink thoir ideas of 
vengeance, and, instead of taking life, would save life and make it 
worth living. Gradually their ideas changed ; they believed in tho 
disinterestedness of the English hakeem (who, by tho Avay, was 
more than once mistaken for Sir Louis Oavagnari, risen to life 
again, Dr. Owen slightly rosembling our dead Envoy). The 
luiraber of patients increased; but, with customary jealousy, no 
women were permitted to seek relief: there might bo a plot to 
invade the sanctity of tho Afghan household. But attentions of 
this sort were rant thrust upon the citizens, and some women also 
were found waiting at the hospital doors. A room was set apart 
for them in which they could wait without fear of being molested ; 
a middle-aged woman, a Cabtxli, acted as matron, and ro-assured 
them, when their fears overcame their desire to be made whole. 

By tho nth of December the daily attendance had risen to 118 , 
of whom folly two-thirds were women, and J>i\ Owen’s semoes 
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^¥e^e sought after by ■well-to-do citizens, in whoso were 

sick wives or favourite concabiues pining under mysterious ailments. 
Just when attendances were daily growing more numerous, came 
the rush of Mahomed Jan’s host upon OabuL The city was 
occupied, and in the stupid madness which prompted the ghazis 
to destroy all marks of our occupation, the dispensary was looted 
and partly wrecked. Fortunately, the few cases of instruments, 
wdiich Dr. Owen had to leave behind, ’^^ere taken away by one of 
the attendants and buried in a neighbouring house. But the 
bottles of medicines still on the shelves were broken ; chairs, 
tables, and partitions smashed to pieces ; and even doors and 
windows pulled out. This was in the outer courtyard of the late 
Kotwal’s house ; the rooms grouped about the inner yard were not 
much interfered with, as they bore but few signs of the stranger’s 
hand. When on Christmas Day, Dr. Owen once more visited the 
l^lacc, nothing hut empty rooms greeted him, and these so lilthy, 
that they could scarcely be entered. However, those in the outer 
courtyard were soon cleaned, and on the following morning 
])atients were again found waiting at the doors. There wore only 
eighteen ou that particular day ; hut as peaceful times were more 
assured, the list soon grew to its old proportions ; and yesterday, 
when T visited the hospital, there were 207 patients on the books. 
The diseaso most prevalent in Cabiil is ophthalmia, caused by dirt 
and exposure ; wdiile cataract and other serious affections of the 
eye are also only too common. The type is very much the same 
as that found in Egypt ; and partial, or complete, blindness from 
neglect follows almost as a matter of course* Luckily for the 
Cabulisj Dr. Owen is a skilled oculist, and already his operations 
are bruited about the city as marvels that cannot be easily under- 
stood by the people. 

My visit yesterday was made with Dr. Owen a little before noon; 
a sharp walk from cantonments, past the ruins of the forts of 
Mahomed Sharif and Mahomed Khan and over the Cabal river, 
bringing us in a q^uartor of an hour to the western sldrts of the 
city, not far from the Bala Hissar. Through a narrow, winding 
lane, so filthy and muddy that a Cologne slum could not com- 
pare with it, and then into the Char Chowk Bazaar, just where 
it tapers off towards the Peshawur Gate ; along this for a few 
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yards, and over a doorway on ilio riglii, a woodfni board catcbcs 
the oye, witli Llie words Cliai‘iLal)lG Uispensary/’ painted upon iL, 
with tlie Porsiaii trauslation below. A.h wo ])asse(l throii^>‘li the 
doorway into an open courtyard, wboi'o tluvly or forty wrotebod 
pasbteon-clad lucu were squatting under a rude vuraiidnb, a. 
Ghoorka guard of four men stood to attoutiou on tlio sunny sido 
of tlio yard. The squatting fjgares rose up and made their salaam 
abjectly, as poverty over does ; they wore the poorest of the poor 
—Hazara coolies, Maliomedan beggars, Lepers, tJio Idind, the halt, 
the maimed — all whom wretchedness and di^-'oase have cast out us 
a hideous fringe upon healthful life, Apart from the general 
crowd were solitary men, wlroso appearance showed them to belong 
to the sliopkeeping class — an iiiQuontial section in the busy life 
of CabuL Two or three Avomon, veiled froin head to foot, re- 
sembling nothing so much as Sisters of Charity, folloAvod us in, 
and, with faces carefully covered by their /yfOs7/?;/u/i;.s’, passed quickly 
into a closed room, the door of Avhich opening for an instant 
showed other Avlhte-robed ligiires grouped together, Tlioro are 
three rooms on the right of the courtyard— a small 0 ]ie, in which 
stores are kept and an attendant lives ; a second, which servos as 
dispensary, surgery and consulting-room ; and a third, the ;:c}iawt, 
the room in which the women wait in quiet seclusion. Around 
the inner yard, which is reacljcd by an open passage, are the 
wards proper of the hospital, wliereiii surgical cases, or those 
involving nursing and supervision, are Ircaied, The rooms tiro 
Avarni and comfortable, and the terraced roof is well adapted for 
convalescent patients, Avho can “sun’^ tlicmsclvos in comfort, 
tliat process which does so much to restore strength after a weary 
illness. A room on the roof is being fitted up for operations, as 
it is light and airy, and the operator Avill not he liable to bo dis- 
turbed by tlic curious crowd which often collects now in the outer 
courtyard. Among the in-patients the most noticoahlo was a man 
suffering from severe bullet wound in the log. Ho had been shot 
by us during the investment of Sherpur, and now, to his surprhse, 
found himself being treated kindly, and cured of a wound that, if 
untended, Avould have caused his death. Ho seemed very grateful 
fur the alitention paid to him : to he ghou oomfortahlo quarters, 
food^ and a skilful surgeon by the Sircar against Avhom he had 
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fought, was so uuex2:)ectecl, that his raind had not quite gm>specl 
the whole idea. No douht, in time, he Avill see that it was done 
with no more evil intent than to prove that we hear no malice, and 
are only aiixious to conciliate tlie peo^de. Other wmuuded men 
have also been treated, and notice has been sent round to all the 
villages about that any one suffering from hurts received in the 
fighting will be admitted freely into the hospital, and, when cured, 
will be allowed to depart without molestation. Our Hcign of 
Terror” must surely be of the mildest when our benevolence 
plays so chief a part in our policy. 

After seeing the wards in which the ^latients were lying covered 
with blankets, and with their feet thrust towards the middle of 
the room, where was placed a wooden frame guarding a j}ni\ of live 
charcoal, the heat of which is retained hy thick, wadded quilts 
placed over the frame, we returned to the dispensary where the 
“out patic 3 nts ” are dealt with. Mace aux dennes : the woinoii 
wore first treated, two native doctors (one a Cabuli educated in tlie 
Punjab) taking their tickets and dispensing medicine, while Dr. 
Owen rapidly examined them. There were many eye-cascs, 
02)htha]mia being most frequent, and the eagerness with which 
the women pressed forward showed their faith in their newly- 
found friend. They wore nearly all old, wrinkled, and hideous; 
hut their veils wore as carefully drawn until they were face to face 
with the surgeon, as if they had been stili youthful and attractive. 
Two or three children were also brought. One bright-eyed little 
fellow, wdth a fractured arm, which had been set a few days before, 
crying out with pain until it was found that the sling in which the 
lirnh was carried had been carelessly tied by his helpless mother, 
who had not understood the instructions given to her, In a few 
minutes all Avas set right again, and the brave little man bore the 
pain without a murmur. When the worst cases had been seen, 
Dr. Owen went out to visit one or two patients in the city, leaving 
the native doctors to deal with such trifling ailments as were 
sought to be relieved. Medicines are given gratuitously ; and 
though 2 ^atients with diseases of vears^ standing expect to he 
cured in a fm days, everything done to relieve their suffering is 
gratefully acceiffed, and belief in the halceevi^s skill is a cardinal 
ariicle of faith among all of them, as only one death has occurred 
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since the hospital was opened. Dr. Owen is now freely admitted 
even to houses where Afghan exclusiveness is most severe, and 
thus imperceptibly an influ once is being gained over the minds of 
the people which cannot fail to do great good. The jealousy of 
Mahomedans where their women arc concerned is quite disarmed 
when they see how entirely devoted the English surgeon is to his 
profession, and how little it affects him whether his patients are 
street beggars, in the lowest rle])ths of misery, or ladies of the 
zeMaiuiy surrounded with every comfort. 

1 have described one phase of our rule in Oabul, and it will bo 
seen from it whether our policy, however defective it may bo in its 
indistinct outlines and iudefiniio aims, deserves the title of 
'^Ptussiand' When wounded ghazis arc in oiir “ cliaritahlo 
hospital,” our vengeance must surely be of the most harmless kind. 
We have troubled waters enough in Afghanistan, but wo have also 
our pool of Siloam. 


I give here two articles written a few weeks later, descriptive of 
our life in Sherpur, and also of native life in Cabul : — 

“How wn Live m Sherpur.” 

We are a selLcontaincd colony here, and a solLpossessod one, 
too, for the matter of that, but we arc by no means self-satisflecl. 
Every man among us believes that if his advice hnd only been 
asked, the Afghan difficulty would have boon settled months ago, 
and we should now bo enjoying the dedights of furlough in England, 
or revolling in the fascinating gaieties of the cold season in the 
plains, A Briton without his giaimble would be unworthy of his 
country, and so we growl and swear against the Powers that be, 
and ask why, in the name of all that^s wicked, the wire-pullers in 
India and England do not mako up their minds to Botilo the 
matter. We are so conscious of our own unrecognized powers as 
politicians and diplomats, that we laugh to scorn the idea that 
affairs cannot be put on a footing that would satisfy oven the 
staunchest believers in a scientific frontier. Tho army in the old 
days w^as merely a machine which, once set in motion by the hand 
of a minister, ground out its life for years and years, without any*- 
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tiling more tlian an occaf^ional groan when its wheels were not 
properly Inhricatcd. But, now, things are changed : every soldier 
is not only a fighting machine, but a thinking machine, digesting 
rumours and theories with marvellous voracity, and reproducing 
patched and piebald opinions of his own, which will intrude 
themselves into prominence. There can he in onr ranks no mute, 
inglorious ” Wellingtons — or Wolseleys (for, in the eyes of many 
purhlincl people, the terms arc synonyinons) ; an officer can now 
through many channels criticize and smash np the strategy of a cam- 
paign, and calmly sit upon the heads of his seniors while his com- 
rades applaud most heartily. Even the private soldier in the ranks 
knows full well that if ho only pulls the long how sufficiently in a 
letter home, some sympathizing party journal will accept his view 
of the situation, and upon it draw with no uncertain hand the 
outlines of a new policy. If the flood of criticism which is now 
surging about Sherpur could only be collected in one stream, and bo 
poured upon the devoted heads of the clever politicians who hold 
our destinies in their hands, these gentlemen would never stand 
high and dry again ; they would he overwhelmed once and for all, 
A shower bath braces the system ; a waterspout drowns all upon 
whom it falls ; and if there were not a feeling that onr blundering 
along here, without a guiding light to show General and soldier 
what to do, 'were now coming to an end, such a phenomenon as a 
waterspout might arise in Sherpur. But I have before sketched 
this phase of an existence hero : if I said life,” my own might 
be endangered by the indignant army of Philistines, who only 
exist \ ” and H is useless to revive the cry of Loot, Love, and 
Liberty/’ for not one of these blessings is forthcoming. 

And yet from clay to day we continue our being, end the days 
are not so long as at first sight might he supposed, AVe have one 
panacea for all the evils with wdiich we believe ourselves beset : we 
make the best of everything* Given the fine, bright weather 
which delighted us only a few days ago, and Gymkhana meets, 
pony matches, polo and dog-hunting delight our hearts and 
strengthen our digestions. Given a snow-fall and a rapid tliaw> 
when the ground underfoot is merely a quagmire : oar rooms and 
mess-houses, snug and warm, seem to invite us tp a quiet rubber 
or an earnest study of books and papers. And then there i$ our 
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Club ; it is an accomplished fact, and, ■\vliat is more, is an 
'"institution.’’ It was conceived in the calm which preceded the 
stirring events of December 11th to 24th, but its birth came not 
until a fortnight ago. It is not of the imposing kind that was 
first intended, hut still it suffices for all our wants, and is made a 
rendezvous by all who care for some other society than the 
familiars of their own mosses. From Bemaru village, wdiere the 
{j aides are encamped, and the choice spirits of the Transport 
Department hold high revel occasionally on that spot sacred to the 
memory of that foolish virgin who died he-mrn (without hus- 
l)and)~from Bemaru to the f]^uarters in the western wall is 
nearly two miles ; and it was not to be wondered at that friends at 
either end of cantonments saw little of cacli other when there Avas 
no gathering-point. One might pay a visit and, after tramping 
through slush and snow, find one’s Mend absent. To accept an 
invitation to dinner meant braving pitfalls and watercourses in 
the darkness, or helplessly wandering about in the darkness 
on the return journey, uncertain in what direction one’s home 
lay. But now the Club is a recognized centre, about wdiich, 
in the evening, wdien work is over and dinner not yet on 
the table, many of us gather. The excuse is a ''nip” before 
diimev ; the reason our sociable instincts. A witty Frenchman 
has said : — " Wherever three or four Englishmen are congregatocl, 
voUd uii clul / ” It is so : there is nothing to be asliamcd of in 
our love of companionship. And our Club has the chajiu of 
novelty, both in situation and design. It is the first established 
under the shadow of the Hindu Kush, on historic ground ; and 
its architecture is a mixture of the nomadic and Public Works 
styles. We pitched a large tent : we w^ero nomads ; we took 
down the canvas side-walls, and built in their place walls of mud 
and bricks, pnercod with windows and doors, and with chimneys 
springing out above the canvas roof. The structure was com- 
plete. Prom nomads avo became clubmen. Could civilization 
farther go ? And here we meet and cxchango views upon things in 
general and Afghanistan in particular, subaltern and Colonel 
shouldering each other iu true club stylo, the mixed crowd being 
flavoured generally with a Brigadier or Iavo, Avhile the darlings of 
the Staff air their gold-lace in a more congenial atmosphero than 
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tlieir stuffy qufU’tera, which are office, dining, and sleeping rooms 
all in one. Certainly oiiv Club is a success. 

In the shape of indoor amusements, ChrisLy minstrel bauds 
are springing U]), and one theatre has already had a short 
season^ — three nights. The 72nd Ilighlanclors have rigged up in 
the ditch near then’ quarters a numher oP ptiU resting against the 
stout mud wall, and in this a first-class stage has been Luilt with 
act-drop, scenery, footlights, and all complete. On the opening 
night the 5th Ghooi'kas, old friends of the 72nd, felt that their 
patronage was indispensable ; and when two little “ Glioorlds 
struggled into the pit and tried to peep over the heads of the 
crowd, a dozen eager hands hoisted them shoulder-high, and amid 
great ap)plause they were carried to the front and placed in the 
first row. Here they smiled their thanks as only Ghoorkas can 
smile — from ear to ear — and when the curtain rose, they watched 
the performance critically and with unbounded satisfaction. 

The severe weather that has declared itself during the last few 
days has added now sources of amusement. A week ago the 
owners of skates were disgusted with the non-appearance of hard 
frost ; now skating goes on nearly all day long, and the science of 
sliding is also hmig eultivatod, Europeans and natives alike in- 
dulge in a slide ; ” and to soe half a dozen Guides coutcutcdly 
coining croppers on the ico, and rising again with immense satis- 
faction, only to sit suddenly down the moment afterwards, would 
make Timour himself smile henigiiantly. Once on the slide, 
every man seems but a child of larger growth, and right gleefully 
the game is kept up until tired nature gives in, and various points 
of our bodies remind the most hardy that bruises are painful when 
excitement dies out. With the fall of snow on Monday came a 
Latilo-royal, which will always live in the annals of our occupation. 
To tell tho story with duo solemnity : at noon word was brought 
to the 72ucl Highlanders that the enemy (the 67ih Foot and 
92nd Gordon Highlanders) had occupied the strong fort on the 
eastern end of the Bemaru Heights. Without delay the regiment 
fell in 500 strong, and, reinforced by the 9th Lancers and some 
artillerymen, marched with banners flying and drums boating to 
the attack, (The banners were those lately captured on the 
Takht-i-Shah Peak and the Asmai Heights ; the drums were various 

X 
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cooldug-pots.) On ncfuiug the onomy’s position, the attacldiin- 
force was joined by a dotachmont of the 5th Ghoorkas luidor their 
British officers ; sldrmishors were thrown out, and tho bugle 
sounded the assault. The storming party wore headed by tho 
standard-bearers, tho cry of ‘‘GrhaMis to tho front 1” being 
answered by a rush of these reckless men up tho hillside. Tlicy 
were met by such a terrific fire, the air being darkened by 
snowballs, that tho assault seemed hopeless. But amid the 
din the cry of their leader, Gliazis to tho front ! rang out — 

“ Ho ! Q-liazig lo the fioiit ! Ho I Olifiyls Ijeav tlie Unmt 
Of ilio battle 'wnged on 9uowy Ijoinani ! 

Let not the stinging Lall youi fiLiy licails appal, 

Blit Iiiu’I the ICalii‘3 down ! Alliili-hu 1 " 

The despatch says: — 

A desperate resistance was made, but a bugler with tho 72n(l 
succeeded by a ritsc in turning the fortunes of tho day. lie crept 
round in the oiiemy’s rear and sounded tho regimental call of 
the 92ucl, followed by tho ‘ cease fire ' and retreat ; ' the 92iid 
fell hack and the attacking party carried the positioiH Many 
prisoners were taken and the usual atrocities committod — one 
gallant Eighlander having three men sitting on his chest at once ; 
while others, equally gallant, w^ere buried alive in tho snow. Tho 
conduct of all concerned fully bore out the estimate previously 
formed of the splendid figlrting powers of our men, and several 
^ are to be UAV^arded. The number of wounded was un- 

usually great, but all arc now doing well. The defeat of tho 
enemy Avas so complete that they at once sued for pence, and a 
treaty was signed at tho Club later in tho day by the principal 
leaders. In consequence of the ink being frozen, curacoa and 
brandy Avere substituted.” 

It Avill bo seen from the halting sketch here draAvn, tlrat A^dth 
all our growling discontent at being left in the dark as to tho 
future, W6 manage to smooth away the rough edges of our life 
Avhich so much gall us, and that our petulance never grOAVs into 
sulkiness. That we have to fall back upon rough horse-play 
occasionally is not surprising : there is no softening influeuco to 
keep our spirits at an equable temperaturo. "VYe are a colony of 
mm — chiefly young men ; and Oabul society is so very select that 



Love and War Disunited. 


307 


wo hiiYO not yet gnlnoLl an entrance within it'3 sacretl limits. If 
wo were to malm ceremonial calls upon the ^.enaudH, we should 
probably bo confronted by some bncli-lfghan, with a Iniifo iu 
his hand and an oath in his mouth. Love and w’ar do not go 
hand in hand now in Cabul, although they did forty years ago; so 
we must sigh in vain for a glimpse of that beauty which the 
yashmaks hide so jealously when the Cabul ladies flit by us in the 
narrow streets of the city. When a move than usually cocpiettish 
white-clad figure passes, we turn hastily about ; but wdiat can 
be seen ? — 

‘^Nonglif/ Lilt tlie rippling linen wrapping lior about.’' 

And what is she like in the seclusion of the 'zenana? Ah, that 
lies apart from our life in Sherpur ; but perhaps I may ho able to 
partly answer the question. “ How wo Live in Sherpur, ” can 
only have as its companion picture — 

How THEY Live in Cabul, ’’ 

It is not an attractive life, that which wo have come upon in 
Cabul; hut it has its lights and shades and a certain robustness 
of its own, which is now more than over apparent. The reaction 
after the excitemoni of the siege of Sherpur was terribly depressing 
for a time in the city, as every Mahomedan citizen felt that a 
heavy punishment might fall upon him, and in most cases justly. 
But these ignorant fanatics did not know’ that the G-ovornment of 
England is a limited monarchy tempered by Exeter Hall. How’ 
they have fully realized that wo wore in earnest in oflering au 
amnesty to all who would return peacefully to their homos, and 
have renewed their trading with a vigour which shows their 
appreciation of oUr new rupees. As in every Oriental city, the 
life led by men and by women runs on very diftereut lines ; the 
concerns of tbo bazaar and the affairs of the ^z^enaiia are as distinct 
as day and night ; the one is all energy and strife, the other dul- 
ness and monotony. Woman has no place in the creed of Maho- 
med bcj’ond the base one of continuing tbo Mussulman race; ’ she 
is an inferior creature, to be shut up and kept from mischief with- 
in the four w\alls of her master’s harem. If she loves her lord — 
or some part of him, as she generally shares his affection and 
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bodily presence with other wives or slaves — she dutifully brings 
forth a son to eontiuuo the and then her mission ends. 8ho 
is a piece of furuitiiro, a boloiigiug of the inemma ; nnd if natiiro 
luia not gifted her with a love of iiiLrigne, she must be coiitonl to 
vegetate in seclusion until, in the ripeness of years, she drops out 
of life. She knows she has notlhng to cxpeid beyond the grave ; 
does not her creed teach her that her lord will lie in the lap of 
hourls steeped in eternal sensual bliss ? Perhaps in her wildest 
flights of imagination, she may gain hope from some such mad 
idea as that she and her feilows will he hlouded into one great 
mass, from which will spring millions of Itoiirlui to people the 
heavens, and wait with open arms for the souJs of the faiihfuL 
May not she, in hovn form, fall to the lot of the niaii sho loved 
ou earth, who despised her as something too trivial for much 
consideration? Sacha belief may comfort her; lot us hope it 
does. 

But woman in Oabul has fewer restrictions placed upon her 
than in other Oriental cities, and the semi-freedom sho oiijoyw hag 
been the theme upon which travellers in old days delighted to 
enlarge. Cabnl is declared by them to bo tho city of intrigue. 
This belief arose from the practice of women, closely veiled from 
head to foot, being allowed to pass unmolested along the public 
streets, unattonded and with no restrictions upon their movo- 
meuts. One enthusiastic writer, spealciug no doubt from oxpori« 
ence, asserts that the mind of an Englishinaii ctumot imagino the 
extent to which intiiguos arc carriod on in this forward city. 
Wife, daughter, or mother, could, according to his account, pass 
from the zenana into the narrow thoroughfares aboirt, and with 
perfect confidence visit any lover upon whom her eyes had fallen. 
Every figure loses its identity in the folds of the wliito drapery 
which completely envelopes a woman from licad to hod, and tho 
ijiishnuih covering the face blots out the features more ’thoroughly 
than a mask. Undoubtedly this freedom of action does exist, in 
appearance at least, still; white-robod figures flit about tho 
bazaars and the by-streets, and no one pays regard thereto; bat 
they are women of low degree, with no charms to guard, and 
probably wdth but little thought of ploasure in their minds. If 
finest linen, a gold embroidered boot, a coquettish mincing step, 
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attract the attention of a Kafir, tlie latter will inyariably find that 
the lady is attended by some duenna, or more probably by two or 
three male domestics, who clear a way fur their mistress through 
the motley croAvd. The Afghans are said to be peculiarly jealous 
of their women : witness the prookmation issued to our soldiers 
before Kushi was left ! — and though love laughs at locksmiths, it 
seems incredible that any sirdar or welh to-do citizen should allow 
the inmates of his zenana liberty to wander about at will, with 
no eye to watch their movements. Wo are rather at a disadvan- 
tage ill Cabul ; for a Kafir to explore the i^pMeiralla of the gloomy 
high-AvalleJ houses is next to impossible. Wc have a Oluh, it is 
true, but it is not on the deliciously free principles of the Orleans ; 
and if ive were to institute five-o’clocl: tea, and send out cards of 
invitation to Madame Shere Ali and I\Iadamc Yakub Khan, and 
harem, or any other ladies of distinction in Cahul, there ayouIcI be 
no chance of the invitation being accepted. The ladies might 
rise to the occasion, but their grim guardians avouIcI baulk their 
intentions Avith a vengeance. To make calls of ceremony AA^ouhl 
be equally impossible, for there arc no grass-wicloAvs iu Cabul Avfith 
whom to enjoy a cosy UHc-a-tete, If, by some lucky combination 
of the stars, a Kafir were fortunate enough to gain the sacred 
ground of the zoncma, its simple-minded inmaie would probably 
lisp out iu fluid, but passionless, Persian : 

“ I do not seek n lover, thou Cliriatiaii knight mo gny ; 

Becnu.so an aiiiclc like that lias never come my 

In fact, a stranger iu the harem Avould bo a very indefinite article 
indeed in Cabul, for it is not every one who can hope for the good 
fortune of a McGahan, AA’ho, in the Khanate of Khiva, w’andored 
into a zenana, and was treated with hospitality and caresses by 
its inmates. 

But it may be as Avell to be more definite in dealing Avith the 
life of Avomen in Cabul ; and I wdll endeavour to describe, in all 
fairness, what I have personally seen, To take tlio commonest 
figures seen in the bazaar : It is not unusual for Avomcn to do 
their shopping ’’ in public, though they lack the confidence of 
AYestorn ladies, who parade their luen-kind on such important 
occasions. 
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A Cabul lady sio])h5 before a stall in ilio bazaar, puts out a 
small fair band, ricbly ringed, and tonchos any artielo sbo needs : 
generally a piece of Bokliara silk or English linen. Tbc shop- 
keeper, sitting cross-legged among bis goods, names bis price ; 
the customer cpiietly pulls the silk, say, towards her, hows her 
bead, and, raising her yaaliviak an inch, looks critically upon the 
article. The seller stares over her head at the busy life about 
him, says not a word till the examination is at an end, and linally, 
after a little bartering, sells the silk, or ibrows it bade into its 
place. In either case he cannot have any idea of the identity of 
the ensiorner, though from her jewellery ho may make a shrewd 
guess as to the length of her purse. Not every woman’s lingers 
arc circled by rings, or her yashmak secured witli loops of gold. 
And so the lady passes on, pausmg, perhaps, at othc3’ stalls, hut 
never for long* To loiter before tlie goods wliicli nniy charm her 
eye seems no part of her business, even when a more than usually 
brilliant display of silk or embroidered shoes aitracis her* Her 
walk is hurried, her time, perhaps, is precious, and she glides 
among the crowd quietly, and as if shunning attention, though no 
one, unless he be a Kafir, pays the least regard to her prosenoo* 
Einally, she turns off into some side-street, and disappears in a 
na]‘ro\v gateway leading, one supposes, to Jicr home. iPho majority 
of such women shrink from any chance contact with a Kaiir of any 
land ; though such little bits of comedy have been acted as oue of 
our gallants peering into doors and gateways only to Ihid an un- 
veiled face turned towards him, and that face generally very plain 
and uxipropo BSCS sing. Such dames are of an nneertain age, and 
are not coy in thus rewarding attention or admiration, though 
Bueb reward never goes beyond unveiling for an instant. 

I had occasion quite lately to visit the house of a merchant in 
Cabul, a Mussulman of some little standing, and by a lucky 
accident got a glimpse of the home life of such a woman as I 
have described shopping in the bazaar. My conapauion and guide 
— Avho or what he was matters not — led me through tortuous 
streets, so filthy, that to tread them was alone a trial, until at a 
nail-studded door he stopjmd and knocked twice or thrice with the 
large iron knocker ” on its centre. All was still and silonfc in- 
side for a moment, and then a picturosquo-looldiig ruffian, no doubt 
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tlie Afghan serving man of the period^ suddenly withdrew a holt 
inside, after examining us through the wicket. We stumbled 
along a passage dark enough to make the few holes about more 
treacherous than holes ever were before, and then suddenly came a 
stream of light and we were in an open courtyard. It was com- 
monplace enough : there ^vere no murmuring fountains, orange 
trees, or shady nooks,’’ such as Eastern trayellers love to dw^ell 
upon ; simply a brown square plot of ground with rooms, two 
storeys high, surrounding it on all sides. On the loft, facing 
the south, were the quarters of the owner ; his reception-room and 
zenana, side by side ; with a narrow doorway, screened by 
dali (in Western phrase, a imiiere), leading from one to the 
other. The rooms were open to tho air on the courtyard side, 
elaborately-carved 'woodwork in the shape of sliding panels being 
the only screen from the sun. The intei'ior was comfortable 
enough : the lioors wore covered with carpets, over which was laid 
clean white linen ; the walls were either of carved wood or plaster, 
painted in gay colours. The interior of the zenana I could not 
sec while in the reception-room, but from it presently appeared a 
bedizened youngster, who made friends at once. The sound of 
whispers behind the purdah came clearly enough into the room ; 
and I would not be sure that we w^oro not being examined by 
feminine eyes, while our host courteously served ten in beautiful 
little bowls that \vould have delighted a china-maniac. In an 
inner room, divided from the reception-room by light wooden pil- 
lars, were carved recesses, in which was a wealth of china : tea- 
pots from Russia, bowls from Kashgar and China, and other>s of a 
nondescript kind, covered with richly- coloured designs in yellow, 
green, and chocolate, the three colours most in favour among 
Gabulis. 

Oiir visit was a short one, but as the master of tho house led 
the way to the door, I lingered behind, and was rewarded by a 
glimpse into the zeiuma. It differed but little in appearance from 
the other room ; the carpets \vcre guiltless of any linon-covor, tho 
walls were more brilliantly painted, cushions and pillows w^ere 
scattered about, and the three inmatoB were on tiptoe of expecta- 
tion as we passed. Tt;vo faces I saw ; one old and wrinkled, the 
other young and pleasing, *^An old wife and a youngex* rival” 
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was ilio conclusion I arrived at, and tbeiv dress boro ouL t-liis idea. 
The elder wore nothing hut pure white; the younger was gorgeous 
in green and crimson silk. Just a glance, and it u\as over : the 
child I have mcntiojied was being carossed by the iliird vile, whoso 
buck Avas towards her coinpauioiis, and anotlicr child n as lying 
asleep among the pillo\vs. But for the presence of the children, 
it would have seemed dulncss porsonilied, as signs of occupation or 
amusement there were none. So inucli for the hit of quiet home 
life in Cabul: how monotonous it must he, none can tell, except, 
perhaps, those who have to endure it ! 

The dress of the Afghan women, especially those whose hus- 
bands have rank or wealth, is extremely picturesque. A short, 
tightly-fitting bodice of green, blue, or crimson silk, coatines 
the bust, but buttons so closely up to the throat, that one can only 
guess at the proportions of shoulders and bosom - The bodice is 
generally embroidered ^yith gold, and then becomes so stiff and 
unyielding, that it is virtually a corset. In this cold weather the 
short arms of this sari are continued down to the wrist, and the 
vest itself is padded with wool for the sake of warmth. ITouscrs 
a la Tare, baggy and flowing as Ihitima’s, and tightly fastened at 
the ankles with gold or silver hands, a broad silk Icnnuiierhaud of 
almost endless length about the waist, with the ends so disposed 
that they become vskirts ; dainty wdiite socks and a tiny slipjxw or 
shoe, gold-omhroidored — such is the indoor dross of a Oabuli lady ; 
wTiile covering and hiding all save feet and ankles is tlic volu- 
minous white garment drawn over the head and face, and falling 
to the heels. These veiled beauties ^vear jewellery alike about the 
forehead, hands, wrists, arms, ankles, and ears; while handsome 
gold loops secure the yashmik at the l)ack of the head ; the hair 
being drawn from the forehead and tied tightly into a knot, 
Grecian fashion. The length of a silk himinerhund^ which en- 
circles a lady’s waist, is somotunes astonishing : one T saw must 
have been 12 yards long by 18 inches broad, and the end was oven 
then not forthcomiiig. The slippers and shoes are of Cahuli 
make, and are very pretty. On a pale green ground beautiful 
patterns are worked with gold and silver thread and particoloured 
silk, until the effect is more like that of a fairy slipper than one for 
daily use. When a stout leathern sole is put on with high heels 
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rudely bound witli iroUj the work of art is complete, Tlie stalls 
ill wliicli these slippers and shoes arc made are the gayest in tho 
whole bazaar. A Cabuli lady's foot is smallj almost to deformity, 
and the baggy trousers bycoiitiast make them appear exceodiugly 
licfitc. 

From the few faces seen, lieing chiedy those of old or jjdssee 
wmmeii, it is difticult to judge of the famed beauty which the Cabulis 
are said to boast. The children are certainly, as a whole, the 
prettiest I have ever seen. Their complexions are rod and white, 
with a tinge of olive pervading the skin, c^^es black and lustrous, 
well-shaped fcnturcs, teeth to make a Western beauty envious, 
and bright, intolligcnt looks, that sadly belie the race to which 
they belong. Their mothers munt bo beautiful, for their fathers 
are generally villanous-looking : the men losing all the pleasing 
traits which they possessed as boys. The lady I have described 
as seen in the zenana for a moment was certainly handsome, and 
Avaa far lighter in complexion than a Spaniard ; her eyes Avere 
really wmdliy of tlio praises sung by Hafiz, hut the sensuous lips 
w^erc a little too full and pouting. It w\as just such a face as one 
imagines in a harem, and would he in keeping wdth the langourous 
life of a voluptuary, to whom sensuality is a guiding star. Such 
faces always lack character, and 'would soon prove insipid in the 
eyes of the West. The Oahuli lady, ■when journeying, is either 
carried in an elaborate wicker-work cage covered with the in- 
evitable flowing linen, or rides, Amazon-fashion, on a pony behind 
her lord. At times she is coquettish enough to throw warm 
glances at Kafirs, behind her husband*s back, and is no doubt 
delighted at the admiration bestowed upon her daintily- slippered 
feet. 

What the mission in life is of such women, in such a country 
as this, may be summed up in a few -^vords. She must play the 
part of a mother, rather than a wife, for her sympathies go all 
with the children left to be brought up in the zenana^ and not 
with their father, whose course lies in different lines in the busy 
scheming world outside. That some w^omen of strong character 
occasionally share their husband’s ambition, and aid him by 
advice and suggestions, is quite true. The mother and wife of 
Yakub Khan are both women of exceptional ability, influencing 
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and guiding meiij and well versed in slate intrigues. But tlio 
exceptions are few, and only 2)rovo tlio general rule obtaining in 
all Malioineclan countries, that woman is a cypher outside the 
four walls of the '^enana. 

The life of her master is a most dillioult suhjoot. To fathom 
the motives of an Afghaiij or to explain his actions, would bo a task 
for a Machiavelli, and I must deal with it iii such manner as I can. 
It has always boon held that the distinguishing features of a 
Cahuli are turbulence and treacbery, and hde events have only 
confirmed men in this belief, d^he arrangement ul tlm city into 
quarters, cticli securely shut off f]*om its neighbours by strong walls 
and fortified galeuays, the jiart ])layed ]}y the ] 3 ala llis&ar as a 
citadel dominating the tower boloAv, and affording a refuge for tho 
Bovercign during bloody vmeutCH, proved to travollors in past days 
that the life of the populace was far from a peaceful one. Even 
noAV, though the old subdivisions of tbe city exist l)ui in name, 
— except tho Kizilbash quarter, which has still the niGiins of cut- 
ting itself off from outside l)y strong gateways, — it is apparent 
that the Amirs never trusted their lives and property to the 
tender meveios of their citizen- siibj eels. When onr army arrived 
at Cubul, tbe Eala Hissar was still a fortress capable of resisting 
successfully any aitacli: made without artillery, and within its walls 
were the palace of the Amir, his harem, and his a]\sonal. Our 
Envoy, too, was lodged in the fortress, as tho fanaticism of the 
Cabulis might have prompted an attack upon the Eesidoiicy, if it 
had been in the heart of the city, with its bazaars re-oeboing to 
the prayers of tho moollahi^ and the cries 0^ fuhirs. Thai Bafety 
'was not found oven in tlic Eala PliBsar, \vas duo rather to the 
weakness of Yakub Ivban and bis contem|)tuous treatment of 
an exasperated soldiery than to a^iy indepondoni action of tho 
populace. It is true that the city rabble Joined in tbo attack upon 
the Embassy, but that was only when military discipline was at an 
end, and the men who should have guarded tho lives of the 
Amir’s guests w^oro in the full cry of mutiny. Again, the build- 
ing of Sherpur, with its range of barracks and new fortress upon 
Bemaru (planned, but never executed) was duo to Slxere Ali’a 
dread of Cabul and its armed mob. With the Eala Hisgar on 
one side and Sherpur on the other, ho was sanguine enough to 
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hope for peace and quietness in his capital; and these he would 
no doubt have feecurcd if lie had not foolishly quarrelled ^uth the 
Indian Government, whose subsidy gave him the wherewithal to 
raise and equip a large army and roar Lho walls of his new 
fortress* 

Every Afghan is a soldier, and the Oahulis are no exception to 
the rule. Their stalls are 1c them Avhat homesteads are to the 
mountain tribes and peasants ; and when extortion or taxation 
grows in their opinion excessive, they are ready to turn out 
armed to the teeth, nnd by open menacG to intimidate their rnlurs. 
A tyrant alone can hope to keep them in due subjection ; and, 
as a rule, Cabul baa been under the influence of tyranny for 
many centuries. As a natural result, Avhen turhuienco oceasionally 
subsides, treachery flourishes ; and the history of the city is full of 
instances of treacherous plots, and successful if bloody intrigiies, 
Comiiig as wo have done in the guise of an avenging army, wo 
have greatly niodiflcd the normal appearance of things in the 
city, our proclamation forbidding the carrying of arms having 
destroyed the picturesque ruffianism which used to stalk through 
the bazaars armed with gun, shield, and knife, and ready for all 
emergencies. Not a weapon now is seen except in an armourer’s 
shop, or on the person of some armed retainer of a Sirdar who 
has throwm in Ins lot with the British, It is a change for the 
better in our eyes ; hut wdien the people see our soldiers passing 
along ^Yith Martini or Snider slung over the Bhuuldcr, they must 
long to ruifle it again, and bring out from thoir hiding-places their 
owm rifles and matchlocks, But it is not to be yitt ; though, when 
■we again leave this G-odrgoverned country’' to its own dovices, 
the good people of Cabul will once more he able to resume their 
old habits, 

The influential citizens of Cabul aj’e broadly divisible into two 
representative classes- — the Sirdar and the trader ; and in talcing 
one from each of these sections, I shall be able fairly to sketch 
the general life led by the more orderly of the Cabulis. There 
are, of course, a mass of men : artizans, stroet-hawkei’S, retainers, 
and hangers-on generally, who furnish the rabble wdiich has 
often made mob-law supremo within the walls ; but these may be 
left to themselYes for a little. Tho Sirdai* has always been 
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a prominent figure in Afghan hisfioiy ; he is to all iatonfcs a feudal 
chief, and ansAvers very much to the Barou ^vho, in the Dark Ages, 
had so much to say in the govei’iimcnt of Western coiintiiea, ITo 
is generally of royal hlood, a cousin (some tAVonty times removed) 
of the Amir; but this relatioiislup with the sovereign is not 
advantageous if the Sirdar is at all ambitious of power. Ilicrc 
sre so many VGAolutions of the wheel in the linrakzai dynasty, 
that the assumption of dignity by a suliordinate is always jealously 
watched by the Amir, and promptly nipped in tlio hud just when 
it bids fair to become dangerous. Ties of kin are hut little 
regarded in a country where continually father is arrayed against 
son, brother against brother; and where human life is held so 
cheaply that scarcely a man rcacliGS middle age wdthout having- 
blood upon his hands. The Sirdar has cither to inuz/ilo his 
ambition and Avalt patiently for a chance of suddenly acquiring 
power; or to accept a colourless life of ease, with ]ioihing to 
trouble bis mind except the caprices of a favourite slave-girl, or 
the loss of a valuable horse. It is not surprising, then, that in 
Cabul there are Sirdars perfect in cliBsimulation and adepts in 
intrigue; and others mere slaves of their sensuality, to Avhoni the 
world moans merely pUJnns and pillows, cakes and concuhincs. 
Such men are those loved by Caesar : 

. , . . . , “iiu‘n tliat iufi fat ; 

SlceV’lioaded men, and ftiioli ns Rloep o' iii^dits. " 

And the easy-going Sirdar answers so fully to this description, 
that it Avould seem as if the cares of life sat very lightly upon 
him. Such men are too characterless to repay observation ; and 
though we see many of them here, we pass tlicm by contemp- 
tuously, except when a mountain of tlesh more than usually for- 
midablo looms upon us in cantonments. They are not men given 
to fighting or political intrigue ; and such as wo have noAV {imong 
us are anxious only as to their allowances Avliieb the “ Great 
British Government'’ guarantees to them while they are faithful 
to its interests. If they are time-sorvera, it is simply because 
they have no idea beyond the present one of comfort and quiet- 
ness ; if we were defeated they would probably make thoir obei- 
sance to the new rulers, and would sottle down calmly to their daily 
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enjoyrnGiit of tlie fat of tho lantl in tlieir well-stocked harems. 
There ^vero such men among our own hard-headed liaisons ages 
ago, who watched their more ainlutious compeers make aud ruin 
dynasties, and lived placidly through all tho turmoil without even 
being partisans. 

But the other typo of Sirdar is a very diilerent person : ho 
holds that to be po\yerful is the salt of life, and his aim from youth 
to old age is to seek power in all its forms. Ho is generally rich 
and a lover of show ; valuing money for the advantage to which 
it can bo turned in many ways, and estimating pomp at its real 
worth — to impress the ignorant and humiliato the inferior. Ilis 
life as now made up is not to outward seeming one of much 
importance, hut not one of us can hope to penetrate beneath its 
surface, aud examine the many schemes which pass through his 
mind. He lives in one of the large, high-walled houses which 
are studded about tho city, though ho has a villa or two in 
ideasant Koh-Daman, or ono of the near valleys. If one visits 
him, the courtesy with which he receives a guest is that of a 
polished gentleman, flavoured, perhaps too highly, with the 
Eastern alTeclation of humility. His house is reached through 
byways and along covored-in streets, so dark aud noisome that one 
expects to meet a ghazi at every turn. But all is quiet, and 
finally a bit of bliio sky is seen overhead, a narrow doorway is 
passed through, and the square courtyard of the house gained. 
A few horses, saddled and bridled, are standing in a sunny 
corner ; a dozen picturesque-looking ruffians are lounging about ; 
the great man is at home. "We find him in a long room squatting 
on an ottoman with a dozen friends and associates about him, to 
whom he has doubtless been expounding some new and brilliant 
idea that has occurred to him. He is politely anxious about his 
visitor’s health, thanking God that it is well with him, and 
inquires if “tho General’’ also is well. His conversation is 
guarded, but ho makes up for his reticence by his hospitality : it 
would he derogatory to bis dignity if the rite w^ere not duly 
honoured; and in a few minutes trays bearing little cuqrs of 
sweetened tea, sweetmeats, nuts aud grapes, are being handed 
round by two or three of the loungers \ve passed in the courtyard. 
This tea is a mystery to me ; it is always ready; it is always (joqA^ 
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and one can sip cup after enp Aviili an enjoymont that positively 
increases with inclnlgeuco. The Sirdar’s friends arc mostly 
notable men : that grey-bearded old gontlcinan on his riglit is a 
tribal chief of some importance, who has come from his distant- 
village to see how things move in Cabul after the late jehad; that 
dark-visaged 111 on is a Bokhara trader, whoso mind holds news of 
the White Czar and of the clianging fates of the Contral Asian 
Khanates ; while his counterpart is anotJier trader returned Irom 
Hindustan, where he has, jierhaps, seen and learnt much that 
may shape the Sirdar’s views in future. Eohind the Sirdar is a 
richly embroidered i^urdali veiling the entriinco to the zenana^ 
wherein the quiet life of the women slowly moves. Our conversa- 
tion is short and purely ornamental, and wo take our leave, plea 
santly impressed with the courtesy shown, hut pondering over the 
depth of Afghan duplicity which is so cunningly hidden. The 
Sirdar passes his morning among his friends, and in tho aftornoon 
he Will pvohahly visit Geiieral Hohertft ov Major Hastings, the 
Chief Political Officer, to learn mncli, but to impart little. How 
far he can be trusted no one knows, not excepting even him- 
self. If by serving us ho can make his posiLiou secure, ho will 
“ sell ” his nearest friends; if ho thinks his iuLorests are safe with 
men opposing us, ho will thwart our projects with all tho skill ho 
possesses. His life now is not so restless as in old clays, as our 
army has broken up all settled government, and tho prospect is so 
hazy, that to dabble too openly in clangorous schemes might land 
him in distant Calcutta, to bear I)aoud Shah company. Our 
Sirdar has lakhs of money hidden away in his house or buried in 
some secret spot ; but he is cunning enough to swear that he lost 
greatly when Mahomed Jan held Cabul, and asks the British 
Government to recoup him, as ho has always been faithful to its 
interests. Tho new influencos at work upon his life are not so 
welcome to him, as they are novel and not to be easily understood; 
and ho would far prefer the old order of things, when ho could 
pit himself against some rival and gain his ends by crooked ways 
that he knows we should not countenance. If his chances just 
now of being shot or stabbed are not so great as formerly, he does 
not, with his fatalistic ideas, appreciate the change ; and at times 
he grows sullen, and is discontented with our temporary rule* 
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The tmclcr in a vny difforent porsonago : he has seen men and 
cities, and hia chief aim is to amass wealth, which ho believes to 
be the keystone of happiness, flis vocation now in Cabul is to 
make fabulous prollts out ol the British army of occupation wdhcli 
has invaded the sanctity of the city, and cowed its fanatical popu- 
lace. In his heart of hearts the trader hates us sincerely ; but 
he will endure curses from the Commissariat, or hard words from 
nndor-strappers, for the sake of the few lakhs of rupees he Jiopes 
to pocket. lie will take contracts for anything, from sheep to 
charjioys, and will ilecco everyone dealing mtli him with such 
calm self-assnrancc, that one is inclined to adopt, once for all, 
the theory that the Afghans are, indeed, the lost tribes of Israel, 
lie is a power in the city, for ho has money always at his com- 
mand ; and though he may have suffered griovously from extor- 
tion, he is shrewd enough to know that complaints are useless. 
Ho will visit onr friend the Sirdar, and will gain his countenance 
and help in some nefarious tensaction, perhaps such as “bearing” 
the money market, cutting off our sheep supply, or raising the 
prices of articles suddenly in demand. He may play the part of 
political spy in return for the Sirdar’s help, or become a principal 
in some scheme that requires dedicate working. The trader has 
his house, which also serves as a storc-houae for his goods, in 
somo filthy corner of Cabul ; and some near relative acta as a 
partner, and does the dirty work of retailing his goods from a 
narrow stall in the baj^aar. Should a hig transaction be coming 
off, with some merchant from the Khanates, in silks, furs, or 
precious stones, the trader has the universal tea-driuldng, to 
which he invites the stranger, and he spends days in ceaseless 
ohafering until the prices arc duly fixed and the bargain con- 
cluded. In the bazaar itself but little trade on a large scale is 
co,iTicd on, the travelling merchants storing their goods in one or 
other of the largo serais, while they lot it he known from stall to 
stall that they have merchandise on sale. The trader is naturally 
of a peaceable disposition, and as his house is usually stored with 
rich goods, and his hoards of money are buried beneath idte 
ground in his courtyard, he cheada an outbreak by the populace, 
who may levy contributions upon his effects. But he has within 
him the Afghan instinct of sturdy resistance to all assailants* 
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With his iron- studded door closed against iiitrudci’S, with half a 
dozen servants amed a la Cahul with gun pistol, and knifo, he is 
no mean aiiiagoniat to deal with. Ho would scavcoly join in a 
tumult except when liis fanaticism ovorcamo his better judgment, 
for there are Loo many risks to he run wlicii once a populace like 
that of Gabulhas broken free from all coiitroL The trader in this 
respect is considerably removed from the mere stall keeper, who is 
always ripe for riot, and is never bettor pleased than when turning 
out fully armed. We have seen a great deal since our occupation 
of the trader, and he does not improve upon acquaintance. Ho 
ia criugiug and vSiibservienb when a tight hand is kept upon liim, 
hut beneath his plausibility is a fund of cunning, whicli carries 
him triumphantly through all his knavery, Like tho Sirdar, he 
is an instrument wo are forced to use in this unproii table country, 
but which is to be thrown away without compunction wdion done 
with. 


CHAPTEE XXIII. 

The Afgliiin Army — The Amir Siiere All’s Eilbrig to rai«e Piaciihiiied Troop'?— Tho 
founding o[ Uuns — Surfemz’B Ihiilure — A CabuU G-nnamitli nent to Po‘'hiiwur 
Aryeiial — A Foundi'y estahlished in Cabal— Tiic Mannraciuro ol Hilled Cans and 
Small Arms — Cabnli Gunpowder and Cartridees— PorouHsion Capa— Army Clothing 
Oepaa'tnienty— The ITiimher o£ Gima and Small Arms in Afghanis an — Coat of Shore 
AU*a Army — Weakuesa of the Organization — UeguUira versus Tribesmen — Their 
Behavioui* in varioua Actions — The Failnro of tlio Regular Army— Suggeatiou for 
the Croation of a Afilitia — The Ghazi hUoment among Irrcgulnra— Ilow' a Ghazi is 
Made— Hia Mode of Rigliting. 

Shehpub, 2Bth January, 1880. 

Afghanistan is a nation of soldiers, every adult being (apart 
from any military training he may receive) a ready swordsman 
and a fair shot. In our old wmrs we found but little organizatinn 
existing among the folloAvers of the Dost and his son, Mahomed 
Akhbar, and 'the discipline of our troops told in the long run 
against the massea they had to face. Afghanistan then produced, 
as a writer has said, nothing but stones and men : the stones made 
good simgars, which thousands of men were always ready to de- 
fend. But after Sliere Ali had assumed the Amirship, a change 
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camo over ilie wav department ” of the country : that shrewd 
sovereign had his eyes opened to the necessity of having some- 
thing more than an unlimited supply of men to fight his battles, 
and after his visit to India, in 1SG9, he began to cast about for 
means whci-ehy he could arm and equip his troops in civilized 
fashion. Fortunately for his project, he was on the best of terms 
at that time with the Indian Government, and among the vahiahlo 
presents he carried back with him to Cabul were a siego-traiu 
(consisting of four IS-pounders and two 8-inch howitzers), a 
moimtain battery of six guns, 5,000 Snider ritles, 15,000 EiifielJs, 
and no loss than 1,000,000 rounds of ball aminiuiitiom This wao 
the gvonmlwoi'k upon which ho hoped to build up a wolhoquippod 
arm}', with artillery sullicieut to make himself feared by all his 
iioiglibours, and respected both by the English and Eussiau 
Oovernments, upon his relations with \Yhicli might ultimately 
depend the safety of his kingdom. To a man of loss energy than 
Shore Ali, the project he took in hand would have seemed so full 
of difficuliioR, that it might have been reasonably abandoned aft(»r 
a fair trial ; hut the then Amir was a man of stubborn heif-ui]! ; 
and his mind once made up, nothing could turn him from his 
object. The story of his successful struggle to create an army of 
all arms on the Europeiin pattern can he best told by reference to 
a report drawn up on information supplied by various sirdars and 
artisans, since our occupation of Cahul. Lieutenant Neville 
Chamberlain, Extra Assistant Political Officer, is the compiler of 
this vaimiblo report, which gives in detail an account of Shcre 
xVli's steady progress in the armament of his kingdom, luiiil he 
made the fatal mistake of qinuTelling vvifch the British. Guo 
oaniiot fail to he struck with astonishment at the rapidify with 
which guns were made, rilles imitated, and cartridges turned out 
hy the KJ0,0Q0 in a country which boasts of but few resources. 

Slierc All could easily enough make regiments of infiutry and 
cavalry, dross them after the fashion of the men ho had scon 
paraded in India, and drill them in a few sinpilo movemonts. If 
he were guilty of the solecism of making Highlaiidcnj mount on 
horseback, there -was no great blander committed ; they were his 
mounted vhlos, and ^yc^■o not likely to Come to giiof, as every 
Afghan is more or less a horseman. But in tlio c|uestion of 

Y 
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iiTtilloi-y, UiG Amir had to face a proLlom which must have cosL 
him much anxious thought. The old brass cannon which had 
been used for many years as wall-piocos in the dilforout forireasos 
of Afghanistan, sank into insignificance when compared with the 
guns Lord Mayo had given him. The latter were few in niniibor, 
and it was all-important they should be innltipliod, so that if 
three or four armies took the hold, each should have its duo com- 
plement of gunSi There were skilled artisans in Oabul who had 
made brass guns ; and one of these, named Surforaz:, was given 
funds by Shere Ali and peremptorily ordered to turn out guns on 
the pattern of the siege-train and mountain battery which had 
lately arrived from India. The unlucky man tried his host ; hut, 
at the end of a few months, his work was pronounced a failure ; 
and as he had spent Us. 12,000 in his experimeuts, ho was sum- 
luarily thrown into prison, and all his property confiscated. This 
was his reward for obeying the orders of a tyrant. Hut Shore Ali 
was not to be foiled, and lightly attributing the failure to want of 
technical knowledge, he sent the uncle of Surforaj^, Lost Malionu'd, 
a skilled gunsmith, to Pcshawuv, to be instructed in the mysteries 
of rifled guns. Dost Mahomed may be allowed to toll his own 
story, us it is full of interest. lie says : — 

am a Cabuli by birth and a gunsmith. Aly father Avas a 
gunsmith before me. After Shore Ali’s return from India, I was 
sent to Peshawur Avith a letter to Colonel Pollock, the Coin- 
missiormr there, in Avhich ho avus asked to allow mo to visit the 
Arsenal, and see hoAv the rifled guns Avere made. I remained in 
Peshawar for three months, until the xrennission of Goyernment 
arrived. 1 then visited the Arsena] daily, and saw exactly hoAv 
everything was done ; and on my departure I was given models of 
gnus in AA^ood, with complete drawings of the details. I returned 
to Cabal, and with these models and some complete modols of 
rifled brccch-loadiug Armstrongs, Avhich had beou given to the 
Amir during his visit to India, I began work, T had three 
principal assistants : my nephcAv, Surforaz (who had then been 
liberated), Mahomed Ali, and a man named Bashed. Any number 
of workmen Avere at my disposal, as I had only to state the number 
I required, and they were impressed from among the city smiths. 
Before commencing a gun, a sum of money Avas given to mo, 
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which T was not to oxceocL The following were the prices iu 
Cabuli rupees : — 

Its. 

Field gun l,.10O 

Ilnjul Iloiisc Artillery gun 1,000 

MounLiiii gun . . . . . . JlOO 

,, ,, (luminaied sled) 600 

I never either lost or gained much by my contract. The 
iron for the guns ciime principally from India — somo through 
Shikarpur, some from PesliaAvur. A small quantity was procured 
from Bajour and Zurmut. The core of the gun was first welded 
by hand on an iron ])a\g the requived length and diameter. Long 
strips of iron having been placed all round the core, they were 
well hammorod togothor, and bands of iron placed over all to 
keep everything in its place. The gun w^as then bored out by the 
inachinoiy at the water-mills of Dchd- Afghan. Tiro mncliincry 
for these mills was set up by a Hizrdustani, named Muah IQian. 
He learned his trade from a negro, named Bolal, who was taught 
by one Tbrahim^ a native of Ispahan, who came j^ears ago from 
Persia to the service of Sultan Jan, late Governor of Herat. 
The gun was thou rified by hand, the hreoch-hlock and details 
complctccl, polished by machinery, and handed over to the Arsenal. 
The strength of the guns was never proved hy heavy charges being 
fired out of them, and they were at once taken into use. Out of 
all the guns I have made only one has burst. I could turn out 
four or five guns a month if necessary. My pay was Es. 70 a 
month, and I occasionally received presents.” 

This was not a had example of what perseverance can accom- 
plish, for the guns manufactured are said by our gunners to be 
very well made, lacking only finish. The Armstrong breech- 
loaders w^onld bo creditable to an English founder, and we are 
now testing many of them to see if they cannot he used for tlio 
defences of Sherpuv. A groat number of small brass guns for 
mountain batteries wero also made. The old ordnance was 
broken up, and new guns were cast in the Bala Hissar Arsenal, 
the boring and polishing being done at the ^DehJ-Afghan water- 
mills. Tho alloy in these brass guns contains a larger per- 
centage of copper than we generally use. The waiaivmills to 
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which reference has been made can still bo soon — a huge wheel 
with a long wooden shaft in which tho boring- tool was fixed. 
With such simple means ii seems almost impossiblo that lioavy 
guns could be bored, but still tho work was done, slowly it is true, 
but cfiectually. 

The manufacture of small-arms was not such a success. 
Kooinb-nd-din, a Cabiil gunsmith, was placed in charge of tho 
Thila Hissar Arsenal, and workmen under liis direction made 
2,000 Hniders and 8,000 Enfiolcls. The Afghans placed but little 
faith in their imitation of our rifles ; they found tbat the ])roecli- 
action of the Snider would not act, tho extractor often failing to 
throw out ilie cartridge-case after firing, while the grooving of 
the Eniields was so iin])Gi'Iect, that the barrel quickly got “ loiidcd,'’ 
he., the groves were filled Avitb lead stripped from tho bullet 
as it was driven out by tbo charge. It is worth remarking 
that in tho Amir’s palace w’cro found several riilcs of dilFercnt 
patterns (the French ChassepoL among them), and each had its 
Caljuli imitation, Xo douht various experiments were made 
before the Snider was finally adopted. 

There was never any lack of gunpowder in Cahul, as tho Amir 
employed six contractors to tiiru out the quantities he needed. 
Each mill could make two maunds a day, and the total daily out-turn 
0)1 an oniergeucy would be nearly 1 ,0001bs. dTioso contractors were 
also ready to start other smaller mills during war-time, so that 
doubtless a ton of powder could luivo been supplied every day as long 
as fvinds vvore forthcoming. Tho composition of the jmwdor was 
seventy-five parts of saltpetre, ten of sulphur, and fiftoou of charcoal. 
Ihimiaii supplied the sulphur, with occasional small quantities from 
Hazara and the Dcrajat. Saltpetre abounds near Cabul, and 
excellent charcoal is made from the thousands of small willow-trees 
which line every watercourse in Chardeh and the near valleys. 
The coarsc-graiii powxlcr for musizlo-loaduig guns was paid for at 
the rate of Es. 2 per lb., while that used for brcoch-loadiiig fioid- 
guns and for rifles w^as Es. 3 per lb, Tho powder, as a rule, is far 
inferior to that of European make, as tho Afghans do not understand 
the final process of ginning, which adds so much to the strength of the 
composition. Shot and shell 'were strictly copied from the patterns 
brought from India, hut time-fuses wore not understood. A burst- 
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iug charge — ^tho secrei of ’svhich wiic held by a llcrali — nsoil, 
and not uni il just before the war of 1879 were fuses made in ilio 
}]/i]a llibsnr. They are noL a success, ihe delicate natnro of iLo 
fuse not l)ciug properly appreciated. In the matter of small-arm 
cartridges, the Afghan smiths deserve much credit. Sixty of them 
were constantly engaged in the Lain Hissar Arsenal making up 
cartridges, and their Snider ammnnition is excellent. The cases 
are mado by hand, and are technically known as solid cold- drawn 
brass.’’ The bases are very strong, and the cases can be rGhllGd 
many times. In a country Avliero there is no machinery for 
turning out millions of cartridges in a few days this is a great 
advantage. Two clover Cahulis, Sail AIkIuI Latif and Rah Abdul 
Hak, invented a machine for making percussion caps, equal to 
turning out 5,000 a day. The detonating compo»sition is fairly 
good, hut spoils if the caps arc kept for two or three years. Goii- 
sidoriijg there wore millions of caps still in the unopoiicd boxes 
sent from Dum-Dum Arsenal to Shore Ali, native -mado ciipjs wore 
not much needed. Gun carriages and limbers were made on tho 
English pattern, the guns captured in tho disastrous business of 
1841—42 serving as models in addition to tho sicgc-traiu given by 
Lord Alayo. 

Among Shere Ali’s other improvements in his “"War Depart- 
ment ” 'was the cstablishmont of a Clothing Department, wEich 
had for its object the equipment of his soldiers in proper uniforms. 
The tunics, trousers, kilts, gaiters, helmets, are all neatly 
made ; and as eacli soldier received a irew uniform every two years, 
the regular regiments ought to have been sinai’t and well set-up. 
That they were not so wars chiefly due to the Lixity of discipline 
and the iiicompctonco of their officers. Ponch4)cUs and bayonet 
frogs on the English pattern were served out, ml the cavalry 
Avero all furnished with new swords, slightly curved like those used 
by our own soAvars. The steel is generally A^cry soft, bat the blade 
is Avell-tcmpcrcd, and takes an edge so keen, that even a slight 
blow* leaves a deep gash. Shore All’s ambition, Avhilo tlms per- 
fecting his armaxnont, Avas to build a fortress of huge dimensions, 
and Shorpur was accordingly begum The subsidy paid yearly by 
tho Indian Government gave him money to lavish iu this direc- 
tion, and the cantonments our troops are now occupying Arero laid 
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onL on ii wcalo Uin,i oven io European ideas Booms enormous. The 
fortress was to liavc been in the sluipo of a linf)fe square Avitli 
walls BjOOO yards long ; and on the Eomaru Ilciglits, in tlie 
middle, a strong citadel was to have risen — the Now 1 bila Hissar.’' 
At the foot of the southovn slope, below the citadel, a splendid 
palace was mapped out, the strong foundations of which even’ 
now show liow^ imposing the building would have boon. Hhoro 
All’s quarrel with the British put an end to his amhiiious schemes, 
and Shorpur remains to this day incomplete ; while away in tho 
Haxara Barnkht defile, thousands of logs aro lying, ready squared, 
which the Gajis had got ready for tho barracks which will now 
never be built. 

Lieutenant Chamberlain, in summarizing the result of his in- 
teresting inquiries into Afghan annamonls, makes out tho follow- 
ing tabular statement : — 


Numbeu of Gunb PunvroTJS to ’Wau of 1878-79. 


Eiiglifih Siege Train (EleiiliMiit) 


G 

CabiiU ,, ,, ,, 


10 

n n n (niillook) 


18 

Horsed Guno nireech-Iooders. 

(j)iUSK Ouna, 

891 

7)0 j 

14o 

( nvcech-loaderK, 



Mountain Guna < Muzzle -load era, 



150 

{ Oraas, 

DG 3 


Variona am all gun a of Position 


50 


Total 

370 

Deduct Guna ca^itured, 1870 -SO 


250 

Guuh reinainuig in CouiiUy ... 


123 


These are believed to ho chiefly in Herat and Turkiatan. 

The number of rifles entered in tho Government books as having 
been issued to tho troops arc — 


Eityliah SiiulorH qqq 

„ Enfioldfi jg’oOQ 

,, Ilillcd Oivbinos ... gQQ 

,, 3J^llns^Y^ck Uillua 4 00 

,, Tower misltetfe 1000 

,, Oil Vrtlry Pistols 
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Calnili ^^iiidcrs ... . 2,189 

„ EnfioldfJ 8^312 

„ Killed Cartmcs 5S9 

Iv.L)u]aIiaii l^nliclds ... . . 453 

iLerati EnficItN 513 

Viiiioiis kinds for Cavalry (doublo-bairellcjl, &o.) l,o5il 

l^mootli-borcs (probably uiany Tower Muskets) 1,418 

I'Tint Muskets 1,300 


Total 49,875 


Of those 742 English EnfieldS; 560 English Sniders, and 5,427 
muskets, Cabuli Sniders and Enfields, flint muskets, &c., have 
been given up, leaving* 43,146 small-arms in the country* 

It is worth noticing that no information could he got as to 
whence the English rifled carbines, Brunswick rifles, Tower 
muskets, and cavalry pistols wore obtained. The Brown Besses 
were, perhaps, part of those taken in 1841-42. This estimate of 
arms, it should he reinemberod, takes no account of the manj** 
thousands of jliezails^ native pistols, etc., in the hands of the 
tribesmen. The totals are sufficiently great to prove that the late 
Sherc Ali had placed Afghanistan on such a military footing, that 
he may ^vell have believed ho could, with the mountain barriers 
between Cabiil and India, defy any force the British could spare 
to send against him. Ee was grievously mistaken ; his weakness 
lying in the ivant of discipline among his troops, and tlie inca- 
pacity of their leaders. 

The cost of the array which he had raised and equipped was a 
serious item in his exchequer accounts, if he ever kept any. 
Lieutenant Chamberlain computes it at 19,21,195 Cabuli 
rupees, of Avhioh Ils. 17,81,233 went for pay to the army, 
Es. 1,20,235 for Arsenal expenses (not including Herat and 
Turkislan), and Es. 19,727 for uniform. Considering that 
Major Hastings, Chief Political Officer here, has calculated the 
whole rcvemio of Afghanistan at only Es. 79,82,390, it will thus 
appear that nearly one-fourth of the revenue was ^ lavished in 
military expenditure. The Amir ought ixasoiiably to have expected 
his ariny to have made a better defence of his kingdom against 
invasion than the weak struggle at Ali Musjid and the Poiwar 
Kotah After the prosent campaign, Afghanistan can never hope 
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to riyc to the position it occupieLl imclcr Shoro Ali. Tlio easy 
capture of Cabulaiid 214 guns is a blow that ovou a Dost Malioniecl 
•would find it hard to recover from. Having dealt ^Yiih tliC armaincntH 
of Afgluiiiistau, there remains the regular army to bo couhidored. 
We used to hoar a good deal, at lirbt, of tlio regular army of 
Afghanistan, which Shore Ali had called into being and drilled 
according to his idea of European tactics. So many regiments ’’ 
with a proportionate iiumhor of guns were said to he encamped 
about Cabul, nhilo others were hurrying in from c)utl^\ing ])rO“ 
vinccs to swell the assemhty. Now there had undoubtedly been a 
deten-nined cHort on Shore Ali’s part to make every ]nnlo in the 
population subject to the conscription, and the carefully prepared 
lists we afterwards found proved that the eiirolmeiils had been ou 
a large scale. But there was one fault in the organii^atkm ^^luch 
told against all the Amir’s elforts, — and that was the want of com- 
petent ollicers to train the thousands of men who were aY{uhil)li^ 
for the army. Such ofFicors as Avero cr[ual to their work were 
chiefly pensiouers of the Indian imtivo army, but tlxcse could 
only teach the soAvars and infaiiLry their tlrill, and could scarceJy 
be expected to mameuvro even a brigade in the held. An intelli- 
gent maliU once said to a British officer: — ^^AVe can iioatv hope 
to fight you Avith success until we are edacaiod.” Well, Avhy not 
have schools and colleges, such as the Sircar builds iu India for 
the people?’* The ansAver was ozro given Avitii a hnlf-coutomp- 
Luous indignation ; — Not that kind of education ; I mean until 
our army is educated, and onr officers can do tlioir Avork as Avell as 
yoursd’ It Avas military educatioji the petty chief Avas craving for, 
and he was unquestionably right in his a»s])iratlons. ShGr( 3 Ali 
might be able to distribute Enfield and Snider rillcs among his 
sepoys, fit out batteries Avith every kind of shot and shell, and 
teach his men such rudimentary rlisci^flinc as would enable them 
to march in fairly good order; but ho could never got beyond this. 
Instead of sending his J^oung nobles to Europe to loam the 
mysteries of military scionco, lio distributed commands among 
such favourites as were i^ady to take them with their emoluments; 
and occasionally ho made a good solcciion from among men of tho 
stamp of Daoucl Shah, soldiers of fortune, avIioso courage was 
above suspicion, and Avho could generally keep an army in order. 
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Then IhGie was llio cliilclisli dcairc cyor uppermofit, in tlie Amir’s 
mind, of clotliiiig liis troops in English uiiitorms, and his Army 
Clothing Department ” tuniod out iniitation Highland and riillo 
costumes, or old Paudy uniforms by the hundred. The plan might 
have succeeded if loss attention had been paid to dress and more 
to discipline and musketry. The Afghan does not Inch native 
courage, and in hill warfare ho is unrivalled so long as it takes the 
shape of guerilla fighting ; but once he is asked to sink his identity 
and to become merely a unit in a battalion he loses all self-conli- 
dcncc, and is apt to think more of getting away than of stu])bornly 
holding his ground as he Avould have done Avith lus OAvn friends, 
led by his own vutUk or chief. In fact, the late Afghan campaign 
proved ])eyoiid douht that the Afghan ‘H'Cgulars ” had reached that 
most precarious stage Avliere the men are in a transition state : not 
yet trained soldiers, but a mob led by strange officers Avliom they 
scarcely know, and AV’hom they generally dislike Lccauso they are 
the direct means of imposing the irksomeness of discipline upon 
them. A trihesman avIio has never Lccu enrolled is always c{)in- 
forted ill action hy the thought that if the battle ends disastrously 
he can make good his escape and probably reach his village in 
safety, there to play the part of a peaceful peasant proprietor if 
his civilized enemy visits him afterwards, IJiit the Afghan sepoy 
is ill a very diflerent position : if ho is true to his salt ho must 
remain Avith his regiment and retire in some kind of order, Avhich 
means to his mind thiit the pursuing cavalry will haA'o a much 
hotter chance of .overtaking him. The result of this has been that 
on nearly every occasion the most obstinate resistaiico has been 
olfered by tribesmen acting as independent bodies, Avifcli no 
organization, but with a cool courage which made them at times 
focmen Avorthy of our steel. To deal more particularly Aviih the 
merits and weaknesses of the regular troops, and to contrast 
their work with that of ghazi-led tribesmen, may be of some 
interest. 

Upon Sir Frederick Eoberts’s arrival at Oharasia, the Herat and 
other regiments AA’hich had been in the neighbourhood of (Jabul at 
the time of the Massacre Avere induced by Nek Mahomed and 
other sirdars to oppose the advance of the British force, and a 
strong position Avas taken up to prevent the Sang-i-Nawdehla delile 
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being forced. Guns Avero placed in position, commands distri- 
buted, and an effort made to fight a battle Avilh some approach to 
European incUiods. At the same time regi incuts Avero strengthenod 
l)y a niimbcv of the cit}^ people and tribesmen from the 
Cliardoh Yallcy and Koh- Daman, Eor all practical purposes, 
hoAvevor, the action aa^ls fought on the Afghan side by regular 
troops, and the poor sIioay they made against General Baker’s 
2,000 men, gave ovideucc of the Aveakness before suspcctcch Our 
enemy was A^ell armed with Enfield and Snider rifloR, had plenty 
of ammunition, and Avas in a position Avhicli Avell-traiiied troops 
could liaAm held against great odds ; and yet on their loft Major 
'White, Avith 100 Highlanders, drove them from thoir most advanced 
position, Avhilo on their right the 72nd and 5th Ghoorkas, Avith a 
fcAV companies of the 5tli V.T. and the 2ord Pioneers (supported 
only by four mountain gnnsb turned thoir think and drovo them 
in confusion back upon Tntlikoo. Their ritlo-firowas avoH sustained 
and very rapid, hut badly directed and not under control, and our 
men passed safely iipAvards Avith the storm of bulletB rushing far 
above their heads. There Avas no counter-attack made, although 
AA’o had practically no supports to fall back upon, and any rush 
would have involved the brigade in a very aAvloA^ard position. On 
the road leading to the Sang-i-NaAvisLta the enemy had 

tAventy-six or thirty guns opposed to our single battery (G-3), and 
yet onr artillery held its oAvn Avith case, and succeeded in dis- 
mounting Borne of thoir Armstrong hreech-loadorB. Their leaders 
had shown great patience and skill in placing their guns on com- 
manding points, but the gunners Avero firing almost at random, as 
their training AA^as of a superficial kind. Had the ranges been 
marked out, as at Ali Musjid, they would have dono bettor ; but 
our rapid advance destroyed Avliat little confidoiico they might have 
felt in their OAAm Avoapons. 

Again, on October 8th, they Avero bold enough to engage in an 
artillery duel, and from Asmai answered onr guns on the Bhordor- 
Avaza, shot for shot. But not a man was Avounded by thoir fire, 
although round-shot, shrapnel and common shell woro all tried 
by their leaders. Erom this moment the Afghan army ceased to 
exist as a real body, yet in the actions AAdiioh afterwards Look 
place Ave had always fiercer fighting and much greater dotonnina- 
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iiou shown on tlio part of the advcrsaiy. The sopo}fs and sow^ars 
dispersed to their homes, carrying their arms and ammunition 
with them, hut sinking their drill and discipline and looking upon 
themselves as once more tribesmen, but better armed than in the 
days when llicy had only matchlocks and jhozails as h rearms. 
The rising in December wnis not a reorganization of the army, 
but a gathering of all the figliting-inen from (jhazni to Gharilair 
in ansv/er to the appeal of the moolkths to their fanaticism. The 
short-lived success wdiicli followed was due chiefly to the leading 
of the ghazis, wdio know no more of generalship or discipline 
than onr own dlioolic-b oarers. Occasionally -wo saw some sort of 
marslialling going on in the leading lines, in which the best-armed 
men wore placed, but this was duo more to the desire on the jjart 
of the leaders to make the most of their strength than to any 
idea of forming tlio mob into battalions, Mahomed Jan and 
Mushk-i-Alam trusted to niimhers and to fanaticism, not to 
discipline, to wdu their battles, and their trust was fully justified. 
The losses they suffered wore proportionately small. Our artil- 
lery could never bo concentrated on a particular regiment or squad- 
ron, but had to be directed uj)on Ufton in small scattered groups, 
or on a lino extending for many miles across the country. Again, 
when the unsuccessful attack upon Shorpur was made, the retreat 
or rather dispersion of the 50,000 men was so rapid, owing to no 
regular army being Avith them, that avc were powerless to overtake 
the fugitives ; they had spread themselves broadcast over the 
country, hidden their arms, and had once more begun to play 
the part of an innocent peasantry. 

The reason for the signal failure of Shore All's system is to bo 
found, as I have said, chiefly in the want of skilled leaders, more 
particularly of regiments ; hut there is a further explanation, and 
ono which inakes intclhgiblo the comparatively slight losses wo 
suffered when our troops wore greatly outnumbered. In our own 
army, even with all the trouble and care devoted to instructing tho 
men In the principles of inuskotry, the rifle-fire is deplorably 
bad ; thousands of rounds aro expended with very poor results, 
and company officers grow despondent whon volley after volley is 
fired and no impression is made upon the enemy. If this fae the 
case with our woll-disciplined troops, it may bo readily believed 
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lliat AfgliiLii ficpoys arc far -worse. I learned fj'om one at 
tlicui i]i Cal)ul that althongh Enfiolcls and Hniders were served 
out, each mail only received tlircf' rounds of aininuiiiLion per year 
with \UiLch to gain a knowlcclge of liis wonpon, and that eoiiso- 
qucuily they knew practically nothing of the cnpahihlios ol tlioir 
rifles. They felt that at close quarters they might possibly hit 
their man, but at longer ranges they could not hope to shoot 
well. Their natural steadiness of hand and perfect eyesight, of 
course, served tliein in good stead ; l)ut position drill, tho inanipm 
latioii and sighting of tho riflo, were generally a mystery to tliom. 
This was the enuso of defeat when opposed to our regimouts, 
though holding positions, such as tho Eciwar and (Jluii'asia liills, 
which were capable of grand defence. For a Lime they bred rapidly 
and rcsolutoly, hut seeing no efloct produced, and our Rkirmishing 
line always moving forward, they lost heart and abandoned position 
after position, until they had at last to make a Izasiy retreat. 
Again, ^^ith the artillery ; to each guii issued from tho Eahi llissav 
Aisonal one cartridge was served out, and wJioii this Imd been 
fired and tho gun had stood tho teat, no further practice was 
allowed. Could tho gunners hope to attain proficiency under buch 
^ GOiiditions ? This economy of ammunition was doubtless duo to 
the difficulties of inanufacturo and tho necessity of hus])fmding 
cartridges ; but it w^as a short-sighted policy, and one which an 
Amir at all versed in the art of warfare would never have 
adopted. 

If the time should ever arrive “when Afghanistan bocomos a pro- 
tected State under the guidance of the Indian Government, anti 
the people should recognize tho advantages to bo gained by an 
alliance with the British, the best plan would bo, not to create a 
regular army, but to turn the population into a lingo militia* Tho 
peasantry would not object to annual trainings, and if the princi- 
ple Avcrc adopted of muinrj brcoclAotuJers oAij, instructing tho 
men in their use and allowing them a fairly large numher of rounds 
to be fired under tho eye of their ofiicors, and not to bo retained under 
any circumstances, a splcndicl contingent could he formed. The 
men might i'etain their rifles, but tho reserve ammunition should 
be stored in such a way that they could not gain access to it. In 
time of war tlicy rvould assemble with rifles in thoir hands, 
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but with empty ammunition pouches ; and upon the discretion of 
our otFicers would depend the number of rounds to be scivocl out 
to them. The mercenary army we have raised in India owes 
iLs strength to the system of class regiments, and Afghanistan 
could be similarly dealt with. No combination between Pathans 
and Hazaras would ever take place, and Avifch the latter kept fully 
armed and equipped doing garrison duty, the militia could he 
called out as a Lenulwehr when occasion arose. These ideas may 
of course seem to some Quixotic, but perhaps before another 
generation has passed avay they may bo realized. If the Preneb 
can reconcile Arabs to serve in the Algerian anii}^, there rdionld be 
but little difficulty in creating, beveafter, vui Afghan militia — 
always provided that our inlhienco is supreme in the country, 
and the kingdom enjoying the benefits of our administra- 
tion . 

"Whoii the irregular levies como to be considered, we arc bound 
to admit at once that the fanaticism which animates many of their 
number often makes them formidahlo enemies, Their ghazis 
make splendid leaders in an attack. The word ^^ghazi’' has 
come to moan in Western eyes something very different from its 
legitimate sigiiitication. It originally meant a conqueror, or great 
hero, and in this sense it is used in modern Turkey. Osman 
Pasha ivas dubbed Glnizi” ivheii his splendid resistance to the 
Russians saved for a time tlic fate of his country; and the title is 
one held in the highest respect by Mahomedana. Prom “con- 
queror the meaiimg has passed into lower grades, one of the 
commonest being “a gallant soldier’* (especially combating 
infidels) ; and at last, in the common course of events, it has been 
appropriated in the alPcomprehensive vocalmlary of the Eiiglish 
language with a distinct and localized meaning. To us, now, a 
gliazi is simply a man np)0n ivhom fanaticism has had so powerful 
an effect that all physical fear of death is s^vamped in liisdcsiieto 
take the life of a Kafir, aiul, with his soul pnirified by the blood of 
the uuboliovor, to bo translated at onco to Paradise. A true ghazi 
coimis no odds too groat to face, no danger too menacing to be 
braved : the certainty of death only adds to his exaltation ; and, 
as in the case of other madmen, desperation and insensibility to 
consequences add enormously to his muscular powers and en- 
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(luranco. To kill such a man in t^omctinics so difficuli a task at 
close quarters, that onr men have learned to respert their peculiar 
moclo of fighting, and a riOc-bullcL at a fair disfcanco checks tlio 
glmi’s course before ho can close upon his assailants uith tlio 
torribly sharp knife ho knows so 'well how to use. If every Afghan 
were a ghazi, as T once said during the siege of Sherpur, our 
defences would have Loon carried, and enormous slaughter Avould 
have followed on both sides ; but gha:<is arc few and far between, 
though a spurious imitation is not nncoiimioii. This imitation is 
often taken for the real article, whereas hliauii or some olhor 
stimulant is the motive po^ver, and not dosperato fanaticism. T)io 
misiiso of the word ghazi ” is stidkingly soon in the accounts of 
the last war forty years ago. Wo arc told of bands of gliazis, 
many ihousandB strong, harassing the retreating army and cutting 
off stragglers ; and these gha/.is arc always spoken of as being 
quite out of the control of Alclihar Khan, If they had boon true 
gbazis they would have made short work of our little army long 
hefovc it reached the Khurd Cahul. Tdioir fanaticism would have 
carried them into the midst of the soldiers; for what rosistaiico 
can be made to madmen ’wbo desire death, and have thrown all 
thoughts of retreat to the winds ? Only a few weeks after the 
dispersioii of Mahomed Jan’s army from before Sberpur, absurd 
alarmist telegrams were circulated in Jndia and England of a 
gathering of 20,000 ghazis on the Ghazni iload, only fifty miles 
from Cabul, and another disaster was foretold by every croakor, 
who found as much comfort in the awful word gha/i ” as did 
the old woman in mauy-syllablcd Mesopotamia. Tf that number 
of gbazis had been within fifty miles of 11 s, we might, indeed, 
have had our work cut out for us ; but not in the whole of 
Afghanistan could bo many be found. It is not given to ovory 
man to rise to such a pitch of religious exaltatlon,^ and fortunate 
for an ^Mnfidol’’ army it is not. To seo how thousands of ghazis 
are always being spoken of, one would iraaginc they wore a powerful 
clan, similar to the Ghilzais, Kohistanis, or Afridis. Just as the 
shining light of a missionary meeting at homo described zenana 
missions’" as being missions sent to Zenana , a district of 
Northern India, fruitful and clensolyqioimlatcd, but with its 
va'etched inhabitants steeped in heathen ignorance,” so do seiw 
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satioB-mongei'S elves?; out these ghazis as a distiaet section of 
Patlians, who gather together in their thousands whenever there is 
an tqipcal to arnis. To them it would seem as onsy to collect 
glui/:is as to gather grapes — and corLamly the two products are 
noteworthy enough iu this sterile country — hut practical acquaint- 
auec witli the Ibrm fanaticism assumes about Cahul shows only 
too clearly that out of a crowal of 50^000 armed fanatics, such as 
lately held Cahnl, nob one in a hundred rises to the supreme rank 
of a ghazi. They are not horn and hred to the vocation : chance 
makes them what they are, and our men kuoAv that a stray spark 
of enthusiasm may kindle their fanaticism and send them into our 
midst. The ghazi in Afghanistan, his true abode, answers to the 
assassin in Western countries, w’hcrc enthusiasm iu religions or 
political matters arouses him to shoot a priest at the altar, or stiih 
a king in his palace. How the ghazi, tho conqueror of death,” 
as he deserves to be called, rises into being may bo told with 
sufficient local colouring to make tho story more than commou- 
jdllCG. 

An infidel army is in occupation of tho country, and under the 
outward cloak of sudden submission is hidden deep liatred of tho 
intruders on account of race and religion. In every village and 
hamlet tho men listen eagerly to tho preaching of tho 
Avho stir up their passions by lying stories of the coming time 
Avhen their religion Avill be insulted and their violated by 

the Kafirs, Tho appeal is made first to the two objects most 
precious in the eyes of an Afghan or of any other Maliomednn — 
his faith and liis women. When passions have been deepyly enough 
stirred, tho moollah warms to his work. A Koran, wrapped and 
rewrappod in ailks, and carefully protected from defiling influences, 
is drawn from tho priest’s breast, and every passage imposing upon 
true Mahomodans tho duty of destroying all unbelievers is quoted 
AAdtli vehement eloquence. The moollah is to these ignorant 
peasants the link betAVoou this world and the next ; in him they 
place all trust ; and as they listen to his fierce harangueB, they 
arc ready to do all that ho requires of them, flo is vested with 
mysterious attiihutos, rising occasionally to miracle-w'orldng ; and 
with quiet assurance ho promises that, if they attack tho inficlelsf 

in the pmoper spirit and in full faith,’* bullets shall turn harm^ 
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Icssly aside, bayouots shall noL piovee ihem, and their poslitcciis 
thrown over the cannon’s month sliall chock shot and shell. The 
priesthood in all ages have traded npon the credulity of the people, 
and have abused their power without qualms of conscience to 
obtain their ends. Is it any more wonderful that an Afghan 
tribesman, shut out from the wonders of the outer world, should 
believe the clap-trap of liis priest, than that highly-cultured 
scholars in the full glare of civilization should accept the dogmas 
of Pa])al Infallibility, or a crowd of devotees watch with awc- 
siricken faces the liquefaction, periodically, of the blood of a saint 
dead and gone ages ago ? Yet such things have boon in modern 
Europe, and the world has forgotten to smile. The moollah is 
merely a clever trickster in his own sphere, though, like many 
other priests, he comes often to bedieve in liis own supornuinral 
powers, and then sinks to the level of his followers. And the 
ghazi is the creature of the moollah. The latter’s eloquence is 
listened to by some more than usually susceptible villager, whoso 
cnthusiasin is aroused to fever heat by a glowing story of a ghazi, 
who ^vciit into the infidel camp, cut clown two or three Kafirs, and 
died the dcatli of a martyr, his soul going straight to the laps of 
the hoiirh, and his name living for over among bis kindred. 
Bhnll he not omulato such a glorious example, so that his children 
and his children’s children may hand down his name to all 
generations as a Ghazi Allah-din— a Champion of the haith7” 
'The ‘inooUah's preaching has had its effect, and a gliazi has l)oea 
called into being. If a great jehad is being preached, that man 
will always ho in the forefront of the battle, and will probably 
carry the standard of liis clan, blessed by the moollah wdio has 
aroused the tribesmen. The fiery cross, which was sped from end 
to end of the Scottish Ilighhinds in the old days, when the call to 
arms w'as made, was no more powerful than is tho Koran now, 
carried from village to village by the moollah of Afghanistan. Jiut 
a fow^ wx'ckH ago tho iivdx-moolhih ^ Mushk-i-Alain, sent out his 
message from Gharldi, and how well it was responded to wx are 
living witnesses. With ghazis in tlioir midst to load tlio timorous, 
and mooUahs always at hand to fan their fanaticism, Mahomed Jan’s 
rabble did wonders. Fow^ the ghazis acquitted themselves our 
men well kno^v — many poor fellows to their co>st. 
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III Uio Jitfcioii iu the Cli^ircloh Vallc\y the wtaiKlarJ-bcururs 
rufdu'cl oil even wlieii oar cavalry cliarged, and no moro reddens 
rush was over made. Waiiy wont Jowiij but about them wero 
otliors equal in dcbpcmtiaD, A trooper of tlio Dili transfixed a 
man with Ills Ian cc : the glmi \M'iggleti up like an eel, grasped 
tliG lance with liis left hand, andj with one stroha of the knife, cut 
through the lancer’s hand and the tough shaft as it had been of 
tinder. This is not romancing : the trooper is atill living, hut 
minus tlio fingers of his right hand. On the 13th December, 
when the 92nd Highbinders stormed the Takht-i-Shali Peak;, 
isolated bands of ghazis stood to tlicir posts when their comrades 
were in full retreat, and were shot and bayoneted in desperato 
band-to-hiind encouniers. On the lith the glinzis were so pro- 
minent that Maliomed Jan ownd all his success to their daring 
leadership up the Asmai Heights, although many a wliite-clolhod 
iigure went down before that success was gained. In the early 
part of the day the last on the Asmai Heights was htdd hy 

a score of these fanatics when rdl else had fled. The banners Avero 
planted on the rude stone walls ; and when Colonel PrownloAV and 
the Highlanders made the final rush, the serne A\as an exciting one. 
What could bo finer than the desperate leap out of the snngur hy 
the ghazi wdio attacked Lance- Corjuiral yellor, our first man for- 
w^ard? Hothhig hut fanatical madne SB could have drawn a man 
from the temporary fihelier of the HU7ignr while there Avas still a 
cbaiico of escape doAvii the hill; the gliazi fullilled his 
so lot us hope all is Avell Avith him. Then, Avlien the enemy 
streamed out from Indikeo into the Chardch 'Valley, and came 
straight upon the hills held by our troops, their standard-hearers, 
chiefly glmzis, wore Avell in front, and the rush upwards was led by 
these men, Avho at times Avere 100 yards in front of the main body. 
When our men were forced back from iho coiiicul hill, the ghazis 
were the first to croAvn the rocks ; and the splendid wliich 

they planted their standards on the Asmai Heights as the High- 
landers and Guides Avero withdraAvn was Avorthy of all respect. 
The steady volleys of Colonel BroAvnlow’s men kept back the main 
body; but j^ard by A^ard, as our soldiers foil back, flags w’oro 
pushed up from behind protecting rocks, their bearers being at 
times Avithin fifty paces of our rifles. With such leaders, even 
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cowards iniisi liavo rushed on, and ii musi have Leon a proud 
moment for the glmKis when they held ilio crest of the hill, and 
watched our troops slowly iiling off into Shorpur, 

They played the saiiio prominent pari during the siege, but they 
were ill- supported, and though a fov/ succeeded once in placing a 
flag within 250 yards of the corner hastion looldng io\vards Deh- 
i- Afghan, not a man remained, when night fell, to remove their 
cherished trophy : our Martinis luid proved too fatnl at so short 
a range. In the iinal assault on December 2Srd the fai^atical 
leaders were again in the van; and if they had beon followed by 
the thousands who hung hack so irresolutely, then there might have 
been a hand-to-hand light in our trencdios. In isolated instances, 
a ghazi would be scon within a few score yards of our dofonces, 
only to go down riddled through and through, though one more 
desperate than his companions reached the ahaUii^, and had begun 
to pull away the intcrcopting branches, when he also was shot. To 
quote more instaucos of the audacity of the gduiyd would bo use- 
less. I have said enough to prove his rocklossness, and to show 
that, with an army of such men agaiiist uH, oven our splendid 
arms and steady discipline might avail nothing, Dut the true 
ghazi is a phenomenon* — he at least deserves the scion tilic and 
sonorous title — and even Afghan fanaticism cannot bring forth 
many, hou'over great may he the eloquence of the moollalts. Of 
the more dcspiculile gluizi— the man who runs amuck in au inlldel 
camp or waylays a Kafir in the streets of a city— I have nothing to 
say. Cabiil has been free from such pests, and "WO do not wish to 
hear the cry of ghazi 1 raised. The fanatic generally takes so 
much killing that our revolver ammunition ^YOuld run short were 
he to put in au appearance po'iodicaily. 
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CHAPTEE XXIY. 

Tiie Outlook at Cabul in Fobiuaiy — Appointiuent of Lopel Oiiffin to he Chief 
Political Ofllccr — Abdiir Ralinnui Khan in Patlakslian — Mahomed In Turkisbui 
— Prohal)le ]\fovcmoat,s of the Two Siidius — iiiogi’apliy of Aluhir Rahman Khan — 
His >Stinpf;de with Shoie Ali — Takes Refuse witli tlm Itufj^iana in Turkista.n — Wr 
Ricluird PoHoek^a Efitimate of his Character — IIis itohitioiH TrWth the Ilussians — 
Piogrfqdiy of Mushk-i-Alam, the J\foolhih~-]lih Po'wei o-ver the Tribes— Mahomed 
Ilasau Kluiu's Life — His Russsiau Proclivities — Asniatullnh Khan and the Koitlicin 
UhilzaiS” Daoud E^bali’w Career — Sei’ves under AkliLar Khan and Sheie Ali — 
Reasons for his 1/oportation to Jndhi. 

It would Le scarcely wortli wliiie to reproduce letters wliidi dealt 
cliieily with current rumours of Mahomed Jan’s moyements, and I 
will therefore only give extracts sufficient to make clear the course 
of events. Our Governor of Kohistau was never able to get be^ 
yond Balia luieh Kar, and Maliomcd Jaji^s agenis- in Logar, 
Wardak^ and ]\Iaid<au were constantly heard of. Writing on 
February 1, I said ; — 

It sooms likely that wo shall have to visit Ghazni^ which is 
now the head-quarters of the malcontents^ unless some declara- 
tion of policy by tho Home Government puts an end to our occu- 
pation of CahuL General Roberts has asked for the heavy bat- 
tery to he sent up from reshawnr, and with three 40-ponnders 
and t\YO 8-incli howitzers, we could batter the Ghaisni fortress 
about the ears of its defenders. In Sherpur the guns captured 
from the enomy in October are being tried, and a certain number 
found serviceable are being put in order. Some garrison artillery- 
men from Peshawur arc being sent up, and will form our garrisou 
battery hero. 

The political dead-lock re-mains unchanged. Our policy of 
“ benevolent inactivity ’’ has not altogether pleased some of the 
local sirdars, who are nothing, if not plaeo-buuters. They have 
seen Wali Mahomed made Governor of Oabul, and no doubt it was 
expected that positions of trust ” would be assigned to them. But 
they have been disappointed, and, in return, hare vented their 
anger and disgust by posting four or five seditious placards on the 

z 2 
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wdls of the cil 3 ^ The tenor of the^^e was to point out how iiiucli 
better off the people were under the old Amirs than under General 
Roberts, whom they accuse of sinning through foolishness and 
ignorance” — perhaps of tlieir own personal wants. Such abuse 
hurts no one, and cau have but littlo effect upon tlio popular 
mind, for there can be no mistake as regards our leniency towards 
Cabul itself. The appointment of Mr. Lepcl Griffin to bo Chief 
Political Officer here has b('en announced by the Government of 
India, and has given general satisfaction in can toiiin outs, as the 
political work now done hy the General will be minimized, and his 
liands will he free to deal more fully with matters purely military. 
One thing is fervently desired, and that is that Mr. Lepol Griilin 
will come with a programino of policy in his if 

aggravating to have a General and his army in the unpleasant 
position of a ship at soa without orders : liable to bo knocked 
about by every gale that blow's, and yet without any port to make 
for. The best crew in tlio w^oiid would grow' discontented binder 
such circumstances. Wo have had our buffeting, and have 
weathered it, and now w'e should like fair w^eather and clear 
instructions as to our future destination, 

ICyfh Fohrniirj/, 

It is rather difficult at present to follow the movements of 
Ahdur Rahman Khan, whoso name noAv is ofteiier in mon^s 
mouths than that of any other x\fghan chief of importance. As 
I predicted, Abdur Rahman seems likely to play a leading part in 
Afghanistan, and his reported arrival in Badakshan shows that his 
influence may he felt upon local politics at any moment. Wo 
haye always had much trouble in getting news of Turldstan 
affairs; and though w^e lieard from European telegrams that 
Abdur Rahman had been dismiBsed by the Russians, and had 
started to try his fortunes again in Afghanistan, wo could not 
gain trustworthy reports of ilia arrival south of the Oxus, Once, 
it is true, he wuis said to he nt Ealkh ; hut no conflrmation of the 
report w^as forthcoming, and it was soon disbelieved. Now, at 
last, w^c have new accounts of his movements. Merchants in 
Cabul have received letters from agents at JSalkb, in which it is 
distinctly stated that the exiled son of Mir Afoul Khan is in 
Baclakshan, with 3,000 Turcomans, and is pircpaiing to make 
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goud Ills ckims to tlio AmirBliip. Without jumping to any rash 
conclusions, it maybe possible to explain clearly euoagii ilie train 
of circumstancos which have brought Abdur PLaliinan once moro 
to the front. The death of Shore Ali and the acceshion of Yakub 
Khan might have tempted him to make another effort for tho 
throne ; but without tho assistance and countenance of "Russia 
he could scarcely hope to be successfuL To raise an army money 
is needed ; and though tho Russians wore considorato enough to 
pay the exiled prince a liberal jiensian, they wore too anxious to 
keep on good terms with England to snhsidiKc a pretender to the 
Amir ship just when the Treaty of Gundamak had boon foigneiL 
Abdur Rahman mayhavo been convinced, also, that Yakub Khan 
would never he strong enough to carry out the treaty, and that 
his downfall, either at the hands of his own subjects or of the 
British, would leave Cahul open to other competitors. The mas- 
sacre of our Envoy, tho march of Sir E. Rohorts’s force upon 
Cahul, and the di.sj^ersion of the rebel army, followed each other 
so rapidly that tho country was paralysed, as far as acti\'G resisli- 
ance wont. The flight of Nek Mahomed (uncle of Abdur Rahman) 
to Russian territory was the signal for the collapse of the Afghan 
army, and douljtloas the fugitive General warned his nephew that, 
to attempt any campaign while the British were posing as the 
protectors of Yakub Khan and the conquerors of Cahul would be 
little short of madness. Besides, if Yakub Khan were to be 
reinstated, and his rule made secure by a new British alliance, 
rebellion against him woulcl be fall of clanger. That, in case of 
certain contingencies, a plan of action was arranged between 
Abdur R«hman and Nek Mahomed would appear certain ; and it 
is half-suspoctcd that Russian sympathy was freely extended to 
them, and a hint given that practical aid would also be afforded 
when the plan was ripe for execution. They \vore waiting upon 
Providonco ; and the first reward for their patience was the deport- 
ation of Yakub Khan to India on December 1st, and the assump- 
tion by the British of the temporary sovoj’oignty of CabuL Tho 
A mirshxp thus became vacant; and Abdur Rahman, as the son of 
Mir Afeul Khan, eldest sou of Dost Mahomed, could fairly lay claim 
to the throne, Yakub KhaiTs son w^aa a more child; there was 
no one of any groat influonce in the British camp who could hope 
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to l)c successful as Amir ; and who so lilccly to ho welcomed by 
the people as Abdur Ealiman, a favourite alike udtli tlia army and 
the tribes? preaclicd by Muslik-i-Alam, and the tem- 

porary success of Alahomed Jan's army at Slicrpur, must have 
more tlian ever convinced the exiles that thoir chance had come 
and their plan might be put to the test. What that plan was can 
only be judged by after-events ; l)ut its broad outlines seem to 
have been the raising and equipping of a ])ody of Turcoman horso 
and the crossing of the Oxus at two points. Abdur Eahman 
directed his steps towards Badakshan, where his wife's kinsmen 
are in power; while Nek Mahomed passed into Turkistan by the 
Kilif ferry, fifty miles north-west of Lalkh. Abdur Eahman’s 
force is said to have been 2,000 or 3,000 Turcoman horsemen ; 
and his treasure-chest, by iintivc report, contained 12 lakhs of 
rupees in Bokhara gold tillaliH when lie crossed the river. Nek 
Mahomed’s escort is also made up of Turcomans ; and his object 
seems to be to gain over Gliolam Hyder, Governor of Turkistan, 
while Abdur Eabmau raises levies in Eadakslian. A powerful 
combination would thus be formed north of the Hindu Hush ; and 
by the spring, which brings with it the molting of the snows and 
the opening of the Passes about Gliarikar and Bamian, the pro- 
tender to the throne should have under his orders a well-equipped 
and iiumcroas army. Perhaps the most important work to be 
done before Abdur Ealiman could move out of Eadaivshan was the 
gaining of Gholam Plydcr's co-operation. In a letter written twm 
months ago I showed that the Governor of Tnrkisfcan really held 
only the country south of the Okus between Aebak and Akcha ; a 
Kirghiz; chief having raided into the districts ^veat of Akcha, while 
the Khan of Kunclu? (120 miles east of Ealkb) was supremo in 
the hill- country between Aehak and Eadakshun. Gholam 
Hyder’s power lies mainly in his possession of one or two field 
batteries, and in having under his orders several regiments of 
cavalry and infantry, many of whom are well-armed with rifles 
made on English patterns. From reports which have reached 
Cabul it would appear that he was very uneasy when the fact of 
Abdur Pvahman’s and Nek MahomeeVs presence to east and west 
of him became Imown, ITc was at first doubtful of their inten- 
tions, and, as a precautionary measure, massed his cavalry and 
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guns at Mazar-i-Slmrif, one niarcli south-east of IJalkh. lu the 
meantime Ahclui* Ealiman, with the aid of his 12 lakhs (of which 
it is slire^v^dly snspoctocl that at least haif was given to him as a 
subsidy by the raLSsiauh)^ was inaldug it clear in the eyes of the 
Badakshanis that his new expedition was something more than a 
visionary attempt to regain Gabnl. One of his wives is a daughter 
of Jehiindar Shah; late Mir of Badahshan; whose son now governs 
at Faizabad; the capital of this northern province. So successful 
has Abclur Rahman been, that ho has not only won over the Eadak- 
shanis; but also the Rhati of Kunclua, who has otlered him help 
ill his new venture. Rumour also states that Gbolam Ilyder lias 
cast in his lot with the pretender^ and that an amicable meeting 
between their forces is to take place at Mazar-i- Sharif. Of course 
it is possible that affairs Lavo not run so smoothly as represented; 
but still native rumour is wonderfully correct as a rule, and the 
appearance of Abclur Rahman is a now and most important factor 
in the Afghan problem, lie has with him Ishak Khan, son of 
Sirdar Azim Khan, who was Amir for a short time when Sliere 
Ali’s fortunes were at thoir lowest ebb, I have before spoken of 
Abdur Rahman’s popularity, and his soldierly qualities are uni- 
vorsally acluiowlodged. What his future plans may be can only 
bo conjectured. The timid and characterless sirdars we have now 
with us are rather alarmed at his approach, and their uneasiness 
is, perha 2 )S, justifiable. Probably, in the spring, he may march 
an army from Ealkh through Kliulm, Aebak, and Saighan to 
Bamian, or ho may try the inoro easterly route over the Hindu 
Kush to Charikar and Kohisfcam What our course of action will 
be in such a case I am not jirepared to say ; but that Abdur 
Rahman may yet bo Amir of Afghanistan is quite within tho 
range of possibility. But for tlio fatal taint of Russian influence 
which it is only fair to suppose has affected his character during 
his stay in Taslikend, he would make a nominee whom could 
trust, for his ability is beyond question. 

The following is a short sketch of his life— a life which has been 
stormy even for an Afghan prince. His father was Mahomed 
Afzul Khan, eldest son of tho Dost Mahomed; but on his mothoi'^s 
sido he has Populzui blood in his veins. In 1863-(H, when the 
death of the Dost had rendered the throne vacant, AfanI Khan, as 
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oUcbt Bou of lAio douoahod Amir, ol ejected to liiw claims hoiug sol 
asulo in favour of lus yoangor liaif-hrollier, Hliere Ali, and soon 
llio country wns in a state of civil war. Abdnr Iwilunaii was 
placed by his fatlicr in cliaigo of Taklitipul, in Turklslan, and 
showed some gejiius as a soldier, but was eventually obliged to 
confess liimself beaten by Slmrc Ali’s forces. Ho made a lialf- 
lieartod submission, and, being suspected of still intriguing in 
favour of liis father, mis sununonod to (Jab ah This order ho re- 
fused to obo}^ ; but, dreiuhag the consequences, fled across tlie 
Oxus into Boldmra, where many other sirdars had taken refuge. 
Turkistau was still very unsottlod, and Alidur Kahman induced 
maiiy of the g^arrisoii of Balkh to desert Slioro Ali and cross into 
Bokhara, The Amir of that Khanate openly espoused his cause, 
and aided him in many ways. With a small, hut ^vell- equipped, 
force ho at last recrossed the Oxus and made for Akclia, then in 
cliargo of Faiz Mahomed Khan, The latter, Ihuling himself 
unequal to any successful resistance, throw over Slioro Ali and 
united his garrison with the force from Bokliara. The Governor 
of Turkistau, Fateh Mahomed Khan, was not so easily won over, 
and resisted the new army. His soldiers, how^eror, proved faith- 
less ; and, leaving them to coniinuo their own course of action, liu^ 
fled from Turlcistan. Ahdur Ealunan thus found himself, in a 
few weeks, at the head of a fairly poAverful army ; and, pushing 
on to Takhtipnl, he resumed his old position as Governor. Turk- 
istan had thus fallen easily into his hands, and so striking was 
his success, that he resolved upon a march to CabuL His undo, 
Azim Khan, a man of some ability, joined him ; and Shore Ali, 
still having with him Afxul Khan, a prisonor, was forced to leave his 
capital. On the 2dth of February Abdur Ivalmian entered the 
city without opposition ; hut he had still to deal with Shore Ali, 
who was collecting an army in the South. In May the tAVO armies 
came into collision at Sheikhabad, on the Ghazni Eoad, and Abdur 
Piahmau gained a complete victory. His father Avas rdoasod, and 
was proclahncd Amir in place of Shere Ali, Bui Afzul Khan, a 
confirmed drunkard, was but a weak and incapable ruler, and his 
brother, Azim Khan, pj’aetically held all power in his hands. 
Abdur Eahnmnthen, full of energy and flushed Avitli success, tried 
io counteract his uncle’s schemes ; and the quarrel might have 
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widoued into a serious brcacli bolwcen the two liad not ilio pro- 
aciicc of Sbero All, with a second army at Oandiibav, made it 
imirorativo to sink all dillbrcucps bei'orc a common d, auger. Uncle 
and nO)ibo\v again tooJe the field, and marcliiug southwards tbrongli 
Ghazni, mot uiul defeated Shore Ali’s army at lOielat-i-Ghikai. 
Thia was on the IGth of January, 1867. Hut opjiosition still had 
to he oiicouiitored, Fiiiz Mahomed, half-brother of Shore Ali, hav- 
ing raised auolbor army iu support of the ox- Amir’s oimsc. Alidnr 
Itahman was again successful in liis military operations, dofeatiiig 
Faiz Mahomed at Kilfi Alhihclad ou tho 17th September, 1867. 
But, while thus fighting w'ilh iiivariaUo suuccss fur his father, he 
had to meet the deidgns of his uncle, whose ambition was to be 
himself Amir. Afzul Khan died in Cabul rvhilc his son was 
absent with the array ; and when Abdur Unhiuan roluruod to the 
capital, ho found his uncle, Azim lOnin, in possession of the 
throne. Tho old quarrels broke out afresh, Abdur Eahman 
naturally feeliiig aggrieved that, aflor all his sucoosses, the Amir- 
ehip had slipped through his hands. Again fresh complications 
in dhirkifitan saved an open rupture : Abdur Ualimim started for 
tho northoru provinco and tried to subdue the Usbog chiefe. In 
this he was itnsuccossful, tho Mir of Maomena, a district botwceii 
Balkh and Herat, sturdily resisting all attack, and eventually 
foi'cing Abdur llahmau to fall back upon Taklrtipul. The absence 
of tho young soldier iu tho north hud been Share Ali’s opportunity. 
His forces wore successful in Western Afghanistan, and he was 
soon (U facto Amir. Abdur Bahman’s position in Turkistan then 
became uuteuahlo ; hia soldiers, hearing that Hhero Ali was once 
more in possession of Cahul, lost heart and de.sertcd; and in 
January 18G9, iu conjunction with Azim TChan, he was once more 
a fugitive. After Azim Khan had appealed to the Indian Govern- 
ment for Irclp, and had been refused, tlm two sirdars sought 
refago in Persia, and afterward.s, in the traiis-Oxns Khanates. 
Azim Khan died in October 1869 ; and Abdur Etvhman, still 
entertaining hia idea of regaining Cahul, wont to Khiva. Here 
his inti'igues to raise a ioroe with which to conquer Afghan- 
Turldstan mot with such slight siroooss that ho turned his steps 
to Bukhara. Living' as a refugee in that Khanate was tlehondar 
Bhah, ex-Mir of Badakshan. , This chief had heartily aided Afzul 
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Khan in his struggle for ilio tln’ouo^ and to cement ilic alliance 
bad given his sister in marriage to A '/Am Klian, and his danglitcr 
to Abdnr Iliihman. SShero Ali, in Angubt 1860, induced the 
Badakshaii sirdars to depose dohandar 8hah, who was imprisoned 
in his own capital of ihiiz,ahad. He persuaded his late subjects 
to grant his relonso, and crossed the Oxiis to Kulab, whore Abdnr 
Eahinan joined him. Their intrigues to gain possession of 
Jhidakshan were on the basis of raising a force of Turcomans 011 
the north, while the IMir of Maemona, wdth an army of Usbogs, 
co-operLited with them from tlio west through Ealkh and Kunduis. 
The want of money was a great obstacle to succos»s, and Abdur 
Rahman conceived the idea of supplicating aid from Russia. 
While Jehandar Shah went to Chitral, to sceli aid from Aman-nl- 
Mulk, chief of that counti'y, Ahdur Rahman left Bokhara for 
SLimarcand, and reached Tashkend in May 1870. General Kauf- 
mann received him hospitably, but was deaf to all his appeals for 
troops to aid him in conquering Afghan-Turldstan. A pension of 
about £5,000 sterling w*as assigned to him, but a rofasal wars 
given to his request to visit St. Petersburg and represent his case 
to the Czar. AVhon Schuyler saw him ho expressed a coulident 
belief that with £50,000 to raise and equip an army he could once 
more make himself supreme in Afghanistan. With this one ihloa 
in his mind he was saving nine tenths of his pension, and hinted 
that, under favourable conditions, he might be aided by Russia. 
Jehandar Shah, after raising an unsuccessful insurrection in Ba- 
dakslian in 1S7B, joined his son-in Taw at Samarcand in 1875, but 
has since died. 

Of Ahdur Rahman’s character I have spoken in a previous 
letter ; and the following estimate of his ability by Sir Richard 
Pollock, late Commissioner of Pcshawair, is worth quoting as somo- 
wdiafc confirming my view. Sir PJediarJ Pollock writes ''Ahdur 
Rahman was wtU thought of as a soldier and commander when in 
charge of the army, hut showed loss talent for administrative 
work. He has now lost all his possessions, both at his home and 
his place of refuge, and has no resources by wKich ho could collect 
a party. Without help as to money or arms, ho could do nothing. 
If sui)plied with money by Russia or Bokhara, and promised a 
backing, he might attempt to recover his position. Probably, 
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suck an attempt would bo unsuccessful, if made in the Amir’s 
(Slioro Ali) lifetime. If later, after the Amir's death, and when 
Ikirktsian had Mir Alam Khan as GoYcrnor, or some equally 
corrupt, incapitblo person, the issue minht bo in Abdur Kahman’s 
favour, as far as Turkistan is concerned. On the Amir’s death 
such an attempt may be looked upon as likely, unless a good 
Governor should previously have taken Mir Alam’s place, Abdur 
Ihihman’s irifluonce has already declined rapidly, and fortune is 
never likely to favour him again to the extent it did when he was 
fighting for A aim and Albul. There was strong sympathy on the 
part of the nation for the elder sons, who had been set aside by 
the Dost in favour of Sliero Ali Khan. Besides, the King of 
Bokhara afforded assistance, which ho is not likely now or later to 
give,” This momoraiidum Avas Avritten before the broach between 
Slicre Ali and tiie Indian Govorninent ; hut its remiirks are still 
apj)lical)le. Abdnr Baliman seems, without doubt, to have been 
supplied with means by Ihe Eussians, and he has an ^'incapable 
person” Governor of Tnrldstaii— Gholam Hyder; so tliiit it Avould 
not ho unlikely if he possessed himself of the northern province 
in a few mouths. The old sympathy in his faA^our may once more 
be revived, and avo could scarcely dispute liis authority, unless we 
wore prepared to begin a campaign rid Bamiau in the spring. If 
Abdur llahman is ambitious enough not only to claim Turkistan, 
but Oabul also, avo shall cither have to meet his forces in the field, 
or to offer him the Amirship and our support in the future. Whether 
he would prefer England to Bus si a yet remains to he seen. 

What Abd7ir Jiahman’wS relations liaA^o been with the Eussians — 
and, perliapB, still are — may be judged from a letter, Avritten in 
May 1878, by Shahgassi Shcrdil Khan, then Goveriiof of Afghan- 
Turkistan. Ho says: — 

“Mir/a Ralalinddin, wljom I deputed towards Samarkand and Tashkend to calloct 
news from tlioso directions, lia^ returned and made a sfcatoment, to the elfect that the 
IlussranH intend to itidiioo Abdur lOihnmn Khan to submit to them a petition, setting 
forth that he }m boon putting up there a long tbue under tlio protection of the Ilupsi.ui 
(ifovemment ; that he has often petitianed them to help him in securing the I'eatitution 
of his ancogfcral tenltoiy from thq Amir of Caljul, but his prayer lias not been acceded 
to; aud that he has now heard that the Bussiaue arc preparing to fight against the 
British GovernTiicnt j that they have scut envoys to wait upon the Amir to i-eiiuest him 
fo allow passage through his country to the lluasuiu troops going to India and Tefcurning 
therefrom, sliould a necessity arise for mh. a passage ; and that, such being the case, 
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he otTcrecl sorvicea iu case Ilighuea; refuse? to the jOiiiicsL of tJic lin.ssirtii 

(government to capture nalkli witli a small ftssIsLance I'lom the and tlion su])diie 
the wliolo of Af^dianisLin, whiuU h not a dillieult task." 

The conditions are cerLaiuly alLcrcd now, as Uassia is not modi- 
taliUig any such CJuixotic campaign as nu advance upon India ; bnh 
Ahdur llahraau mny still bo credited with a desire to capture? 
Balldi ^Yith a bniall assistance from the Czar, and then subdue 
the whole of Afghanistan/’ In any settlement wo may intend 
making, it would he Polly to ignore his existence altogether. If 
wo are not prepared to break up his army and drive him back 
over the Oxns, wo had better give him frankly a chance of stating 
his casci. He might by judicious management — -say the promise 
of a large ainuuil subsidy — prove tho best man wo could place 
in power as successor of tho incapable Yakub Khan. 

While on the subject of biography, 1 may as well give a 
slight sketch of th(3 lives of some of th(3 men who have roc^enlly 
played a prominent part in Afghan politics. Wo have been so shut 
off from Afghanistan for many years, that, except in a few con- 
fidential reports furnished to Government by officars on the frontier, 
but little has boon made known of the character and power of Algluiix 
sirdars and chiefs » Ea^oii the Peslumur Diary, which has received 
contributions from men of the stamp of Sir Ilichard Pollock and Sir 
Louis Oavagnari, is a sealed hook to all but a fewravourod officials ; 
and as many of the coinmiiiiications to it are of a secret nature, 
it would be idle to expect that its contents can ever become 
generally knoTO. During our present occupation of Cabiil, Major 
Hastings, Chief Political Officer, has been able to collect some 
data upon wffiich trustworthy biographies have been founded of 
the chiefs and others who have been hostile to us. Incidentally, 
it has been found that our Afghan friends have some marvellous 
pedigrees, one old gentleman claiming direct descout from Adam 
himself — an ancestor, perhaps, as rosi)cciable — all circumstances 
considered — as any ho could have fallen back upon. An Afghan 
genealogical tree is a fearful instrument of torture to apply to 
the minds of our young politicals,” for the same name occurs over 
and over again generation after generation, and tho weakness of 
the men for taking Avives of varied nationality causes obscure 
relationships, which are most difficult to follow. It would be 
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useless to give genoiilogics of men wlio are only of imporLanco as 
regards tlioir own acts and personal influence ; and in now deal- 
ing with several of the best known names in Afghanistan I shall 
merely summarize their pedigrees, Themoolhth^Yho raised the late 
jehad deserves first place, and I will begin with a sketch of his life. 

Din Mahomed, loiown as Muskh-DAlam (the '' Scent of the 
AVorld”)> belongs to the Sayids of Hindustan, but his father’s name 
is unknown. Ills ancestors wore Khwaja Khel, a section of the 
Lukhaii Khel of the Andar tribe, south of Ghazni. Ho married 
and settled in Afghanistan, first studying under Mahomed Wasil, 
Kakar, resident of the village of Kala Ali, in the Shilgarh district, 
south-east of Ghazni. In the prosecution of his studies as a 
viooUahliQ next went to Lugliinan, and lived in the house of one 
Ahdul Hakim, a priest, from whom he gained most of his know- 
ledge. In his zeal for learning ho tiuvelled to Peahawur and 
lived with Abdul Malik, Akhunclzada. Eeturning to Afghanistan, 
ho again read with Ahdul Hakim for about two years, when his 
master died, leaving two young sons. Din Mahomed remained with 
them for a few years, to protect their lives and property, and his 
devotion had its reward. A learned and influential man, named 
Mahomed Aslam, Sahibazda, a nephew of the deceased moollali^ 
Ahdul Karim, took notice of him, and gave him shelter, at the 
same time teaching him all he knew. In course of time Mahomed 
Aslam nominated Din Mahomed as his successor. So far his 
life had been that of an ordinary mooUah, one of gi’eat simplicity 
and occasional hardship. But w^e now find him showing signs of 
great zeal and energy. A war broke out against the Kafiristanis, 
and ho joined ITaji Taj Mahomed Sail), known as Haji Shahid 
(a descendant of one Haji Mahomed Said, of Lahore, who had 
settled in the Surklirud district of Jcllalabad). Taj Mahomed 
was killed at Pashgarh, and Din Mahomed carried his body on 
his own shoulders to tlio shrine of Ahdul Karim, in Lughman, 
Thence ho carried it in the same fashion to Taj Mahomed’s own 
village of Masti Khel, where he buried it. This devotion caused 
Ids name to become well known in Western Afghanistan, and 
his fame as a vioollah rose accordingly. He returned to his own 
part of the country, near Ghazni, and was for years engaged in 
teaching others. Nearly all the moulrk of the Gahul and GhcJ^^ni 
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districts arc pupils of his, and his influence over sucli powerih] 
tribes as the Ghiliiais, Lnglimanis, and Mohmiuids, has been and 
is very great. The late jehad, vdiicli was certainly one of the 
moat successful over preached in Afghanistan, was duo to his 
summoning the tribes to arms ; and it is worth noticing that, 
while Shcipur was being boaiegod by the tribes in its iramodiato 
locality, the Luglimanis, uinler Aamatullah Khan, tried to block 
the Passes, and the Mohmuiids inade a diversion on our lower 
line of commiiiiications. Mu slik-i- Alain is now ninety years of 
age, and has lately shown signs of approaching death, ^f’en 
years ago he was still halo and strong, and took to himself a 
young Mohmund wife, who bore him a son, who is still alive, and 
is called Ahdur Ealiman. This son is actually younger than one 
of Ilia grandsons, who is tAveiity years of ago. IVluslik-i-Alam 
has two sons, Abdul Aziz and Abdul Karim, aged fifty and forty- 
five respectively, and these men are most active in carrying out 
their father’s orders, the old man himself being unable to rise from 
his hod, except when urgent occasion gives him passing strength. 

A man of great ability, now at enmity with ns, is Mirza 
Mahomed Hasan Khan, Hahir-ul-Mulk, late Governor of Jell ala- 
bad, who is acting as Mahomed Jan’s lieutenant in Logar, and 
has shown great zeal in his eft'orts to renew the attack upon 
Sherpur. He is one of three grandsons of Haji Aka Ashuv, 
called Shamilo Turk-i-Pnm. Hasan Khan has long boon a 
prominent figure in the Cabnl Court. Ho first served as an officer 
under Sirdar Gholam Hyder Khan, and, upon the latter’s death, 
was transferred to the Amir Shore All Khan, whom he accom- 
panied to the Uniballa Conference in 18(19. The Amir, on 
returning to Cabul, appointed him “ Dabir-iil-Mulk,” or Secretary 
of State, and for several years he was his sovereign’s chief confi- 
dant and counsellor. He was privy to all Shore All’s intrigues 
with the llussians, and seems to have been a most trusted agent. 
Upon the death of Naib Mahomed Aslem, Governor of Tnrkistan, 
wdio was accidentally killed by the kick of a horse, lie was 
appointed, conjointly with Eshak Akasi (Shaghassi) Shcrdil Khan, 
Governor of Turldstan. The Russian Mission soon afterwards 
arrived on the banka of the Oxus, and Hasan Khan was deputed to 
accompany its mombers to Cabul. Further, W’hon General Siolietoff 
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startofl on his rciii]*n jonnicy, Hasan Klian accompaihcflliim, and 
jonmeyed as far ei.s TashkcncL "Wliat his instructions ■were from 
Shore Ali may iievor ho known ; hut it is intorcsting to learn that, 
during the first campaign in November and Jdecemher, 1878, 
Shore Ali had one of his ministers in Paissian Tiirldstam 
[Tpon the Amir’s arrival in full flioht at klazar-i- Sharif, Hasan 
Khan joined him. Shore Ali had then groEit hope that the 
Eussians would aid him, and lie sent Hasan Khan, Shere Ali 
Kaiidahari, Moolhth Shah Mahomed, and Kazi Ahdiii Kadir to 
Tashkend. Their mission w'as a failure, and tliey returned to 
Turkistam When nows of the Amir’s death reached Tashkend 
Yakub Khan recalled Hasan Khan from Dalkh, and made him 
again Dabir-nl-Mnlk. lie was afterwards sent to Jellalahad ag 
Governor, and remained ixt his post as long as Yakub Khan 
was in onr camp at 8hcrpur. Upon the ex- Amir being deported 
to India, Hasan Klniii lied from Jcllalabad, taking with him a 
lakh of rnpeos — revonue which lie had collected for his master. He 
reached Ghazni in safety, and has since been actively engaged in 
recruiting for Mahomed Jan. He is a man of great ability Eind 
koGimoss, and is said to be ready to take any views which may suit 
his purpose. This Las been shown of late liy his sending in 
mcssengei's to learn how he would he treated if he made sub- 
mission to the British. There is no doubt that at heart he is 
thoroughly Russian, his favourite uniform, when in full dress, 
being that of the Russian staff. In any dealings we may have 
with him, it wall iichove us to ho on our guard against this side 
of his character. He has two brothers ] one Ali Alimed Khan, a 
colonel in a cEivalry regiment, and the other Mahomed Ibrahim 
Khan, once Governor of Hazara. He has seven sons, who are as 
yet of no consequence. 

A tribal chief, wdio, on the Jellalabad side and about the Passes 
has given ns groiit trouble, is Asmatullah Khan, Ghilzai, of Lngh- 
man. He has far more influence among the Ghllzais than any other 
loader, Padshah Khan being a very small person compared with 
the Lughman chief. Asmatulhih Khan’s family history affords a 
striking instance of the feuds which are so common in Afghanistan, 
where father fights against son, and brother against brother, as if 
ties of blood were of no consequence. Asmatullah Khan’s am 
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costorB arc of the Mariam Klicl, a siilxli vision of the Jal)])ar fvlioi 
section of tlio Gliilzai tril) 0 . They nre callocl Maiiaia Kliel, after 
the name of the mothor, Mtiriam corrospoiKliii^' to the Bcviptural 
Mirianij jubt ns [braliim answers to Abraham ami Ismail to [slimnel. 
In the year of the Hejira 1157 (v.n, 17 U)), when Ahmed Shah 
Avas Amir, Safa Khan, W'lio had bueGecdod his father, Ashak 
Khan, as chief of the Maiiam Khcl, was disposbossed of his 
Khaiiship owin v to heterodoxy in his religious views. Ilis nephew, 
Mahomed Ali Khan, succeeded him. Hut ahout A.ii, 1184, 
Avhen Taimur Shah w^as Kiu^^ it was found that this man A\as sucli 
n tyrant that ho also hnd to he thrust out of po^ver, Tuiinur 
Sliflh Avas anxious for Safa Khan to resumo tlie Khan ship, and he 
did BO ; hut, on the day of his resumption of power, ]\fahomcd Ali 
Khau murdered him. Taimur Shah seized tho assassin and im- 
prisoned him ; hut, as it Avas a blood-fond, Avonld not put him to 
death. It aaaus necessary that a near relative of Safa Khan should 
kill Mahomed Ali, and this pleasant duty full upon Ahmad Klian, 
■son of Safa Khan. He was a iricrc boy at the time ; but, as his 
elder brothers woro aAvsy, he Avas fortunate euoui’h to he tho execu- 
tioner. He killed his undo, Taimur Shah handing- the man over 
do him, and Avas greatly rcRi^cctcd tbereLiftor as being a youth of 
g*ood parts. After Taimur Shalds death, Alainad Khan ])oeamo 
very intimate Avith the Wazir, Kutteli Khan, and through his 
influence Avaa made Khan of the Ghihais, He in(3t his death at 
Herat^ fighting against the Persians. His sou, Abdul Aziz Khan, 
Bucceeded him, hut being quite a youth, tho new Khan entrusted 
the control of the tribe to his uncle. Abdul Aziz, avIio Avas devoted 
to his religion, had born to him during his Kliunship six sons. 
He was most anxious to make tho pilgrimage to Mecca, hut Avas 
prevented for many years l)y tho elders of his tribe. Taking tho 
matter at last into his oAvn hands, he managed to roach the Ah- 
madzai and Zurinui country cast of Ghazni, and tlionco escaped 
to Arabia. Tie reached Mecca safely, but on a visit to Medina 
Avas seized with a fatal illness, Avhich pul an end to his AvandcringB. 
His eldest son, Niamatullah Khan, hecamo chief of tho clan, and 
was a very popular ruler. TVo of his younger brothers, Abdul 
Hamid and Halim Khan, tried to dispossess him of his inheri- 
tance, and some petty fighting follow’ecL The family seem ahvays 
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to have been in a rabid state of parrioide or IValricide ; and in tlio 
month of llamzau A.n. 1277 Hamid Ivhaii killed Niamatuhnli 
Kliaii. The second son of Abdul Aziz^ the present Asniatulbih 
Khan, then became head of the Gliilzais, and still remains so, 
During tdie Amir Shore All’s reigu he was a member of the Council 
of State. Asmatulhih Khan’s character is thus curtlj summed 
up : — Pie is said to be dull, or slo^y of miderstaudiiig, and want- 
ing in pluck ; he owes his influence more to his birth than to his 
capacity.” The half-hearted way in which he attacked Jugdulluck 
a few weeks ago, and his inability to keep his force together, 
prove that he lacks courage and administrative poner, and now 
that one of our Hying columns has inarched unopposed through 
the Lughmaii Valley, his dignity in the eyes of his followers must 
liavo greatly dimiiiislied. 

My last l)iographical sketcli is of General Daoud Shah, late 
Conunaudcr-iii- Chief of the Afghan army, who is now a prisoner 
in India. Ilis father, Mahomed Mhali, was of the Lakh an IChel, 
a hvancli of lire Andar tiiho of iSohak Ghilzais (south of Ghazni), 
Lilce Nimrod, he was a great shikari ; but not content with the 
killing of beasts, he quarrelled with his neighbours most persist- 
ently, and was never happy unless engaged in tribal warfare. He 
lived in tho village of Mandi Chinar, in the Safi district of Tagao ; 
and upon the British invasion of 1839 ho eagerly took up arms 
against the Kafirs. His career was ended in a fight before Cliarikur, 
in which our troops wore successful in beating tlio tribesmen. His 
son, Daoud Hhah, had his father's warlike instinct, and as a young 
man took service in the army of the Dost. He was Aklibar Khan’e 
orderly officer, and gained much experience under that General. 
His piromotion was very slow, until Hhere Aii Khan made him 
captain for services rendered at tho battle of Kajbaz, in wliich 
Sirdar Mahomed Ali Khan, oldest son of Sliere Ali, was Idllccl. 
Daoud Shah showed great bravery during the campaign in Khost, 
and was raised to the rank of GeneraL Ho it was who won the 
battle of Zana Khan, in which Shore Ali defeated Azim Khan 
and Abdur Kahman Khan. His fame as a General was now 
bruited all over Afghanistan, and his next campaign addedto his 
glory, as, in conjunction with Mahomed Alam Khan, he defeated 
Abdur Hahman’s forces in Turkistau, and settled the country iix 

A A 



354 y\fg/iaii War, 1879— So. 

Blicrc Ali’s name. Having quarrelled wiili Mahomed Alam, 
be 'Was recalled to Cahul and imiirisoned Shore Ali. The 
latter could not afford to alienate so able a General, and Daoud 
»Shah was soon released, but 'was given no emplojment. When 
Yakub Khan rebelled against his father, I)aoud Shah officiated as 
Coniinander-ii) -Chief, General Faramurz Khan, commanding the 
Amir’s armies in the held, having been killed by Aslam Ivlian, 
son of the Dost. Upon the new settlement of Turkistan, Daoud 
Shah accompained Yakub Khan to Cahul, and revortod again to 
the rank of General. Upon Yakub Khan’s second rebellion, i\n 
army was again sent to Herat, in which Daoud Shah was given a 
command; but Shore Ali, finding that ho had no able General at 
Oabul, recalled him and entrusted to him the management of all 
army affairs in the capital. When the Amir fled to Turkistan, 
after the capture of Ali Miisjid and the Pei war Kotal, Daoud Shah 
was left at Cabal with Yakub Khan, and he accompanied the new 
Amir to Gundamak. He was at the same time made Gominander- 
in-Chief, and this office he held until the massacre of our Envoy 
and Y'akuh’s flight to the British camp at Kushi. Of Daoud 
Shah’s conduct during the attack upon the Residency nothing 
very exact is known. He was said to have tried, with 200 
or TOO men, to ebook the mutizmers. Ho ocriainly rode into 
the crowd with half a dozen attendants ; hut it was then too lato, 
and he was pulled off his horse and beaten by the mutinous soldiery. 
He probably dared to take no action without the Amir’s orders ; 
aud these, unfortunately, were not forthcoming. Daoud Shah 
favourably impressed most of us with 'whom ho came into contact, 
his striking figure and open manner being very different from the 
cringing obeisance of the Barakzai sirdars. During the siege it 
was deemed iuadvisahle that he should be at liberty in Slierpur ; 
and he was, accordingly, placed under arrest. After such treat- 
ment it was, of course, imperative that he should be deported to 
India, as, if at first inclined to be faithful to the British, his iin- 
prisonment must have turned him against us. He was undoubted^ 
the ablest General in the Afghan army, and liis popularity among 
the soldiers would always have ensured mmy thousands of men 
answering to his call to arms. He is between forty and fifty 
years of age, and is still an active, intelligent soldier. 
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CHAPTER XXV. 

Ohangca in the Nortliei'u Afghaiiihtan Force — Completion of tiie Chain of Forts about 
Cabul — ■Composition of the Force on Mtirch 22nd — Arrival of Mr. Lcpel Criftin at 
Sherpur — DechiiMtiou of the (joverimiciiL Foliey — Camlahar and Herat to he separ- 
ated from CabLil — DiHconient among the Barakzei Sirdars — The Future of Herat 
— Advantages of the JChyher Iloute— Ai'guiuenta in favour of the Annexation of 
the Jellalahad Valley — Tiie Mustaufi’s Mission to the Gfhaziii ]\Ialcontents — His 
Partial SuoceRS — Assembly of the Chiefs at Maldan. — The Burhiir ia Sherpur on 
April 13th— Speeches by Sir Frederick Kohortg and Mr. Lopel Glriliiu — The Policy 
of the Grovcrnmcnb explained — Annexation doprecated — Approval of the Policy in 
Camp — The Exigency of Party Polities in England — Abdur Rabmau's Movements 
at Kimduz. 

With tlie near approach of spring there was a recasting of the 
commands l)Gtwoon Cahul and Pcshawur, the following being tho 
order of tho Commander-in- Chief directing the changes : — 

1. The Second Division of the Cabul Field Force, hitherto under the command of 
Major-General Eright, C.B,, will ho broken up. 

2. The Reserve Division, under Major-General Ross, C.B., will also be broken up, 
and absorbed into tlio Dine of Communications. 

3. The Force in CabAib under Lientenant-Geueral Sir F, Roberts, will be divided 
into two divisions. Ist Division under Sir F. Roberts’s immediate command, and the 
2ud Division under Major General Ross, C.B. 

i, Major-General DrighI:, O.B., is appointed Inspector- General of the Dine of com- 
munications, aivd will command all troops thereon stationery, in movable columns, or 
passing along the line, Majoi'-Geuoral Bright will report -direct to jlrmy Head- 
Quarters. 

5. The Peshawur District will bo temporarily commanded by Brigadier-General 
HmiUiii, 4th Bengal Cavalry, hitherto ia command of the Cavalry Brigade Reserve 
Division. 

C, The lino of communications will be divided into three sections 

lat.— -From Jumrood to Busawul jneliisivo, under Brigadier -General Gib. 

2nd.— -From Busawnito Sufed Saug, but not inclusive of either, under Brigadier- 
General Doran, O.B. 

3rd. — ^From Sufed Saug to Bnfckbak inclnsWe, under Brigadicr-Geueval Hill, 

7. The General Staff for Major-General Bright'e command will consist of : — 

Colonel 'WomysB, Deputy Adjutant and Quartermaster-General ; 

Major Thompson, Assistant Adjutant-General ; 

Major Creagh, Assistant Quartermaster-General J 
Lieutenant Maisey, Deputy Assistant Quartermaster-General. 

A A 2 



356 The Afghan I Far, 1879 — 80 . 

8. Tlic Divi.«,ional Sial!* under Mfijor-Genonil Iloss;, C. 1)., will coiisi-st of : — 

ATnjor Ijoycfi, A««ii9ianti Adjulant-Goneral ; 

Captain the Hnnoiirable C. Dutton, A-s^i^tant (iaarternuistor-Gonorul ; 
and a D^mty Asbistant (^aartcnuabter-General, to lie dotii'ed by Ijieuteinint-Genorsil 
Sir F, liobrrts. 

0 . Colonel Kvuns ConimaiKlinj^ II 03 al Artillery on Lino of eoiumunications, will prj- 
c'eed with tlic SinlV to Oalml as eoiunuiurling Royal Artillery, 2 ik 1 Division. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Piiiwis, Royal Artillery, tahing up the duties of Coinmaiuling 
Royal Artilleiy, under Jrajor-lleneral Briylit. 

Lieut( nuiit-Colonol Limond will proceed to Gabul n.s Coinnuuiding Royal Knf,dneers, 
2iid Division, and Major Hill will assume the dufies of Commanding Royal Engineer to 
.Major-General Bright. 

10. Dri g, id ier-Geiieral Roberts ('Mil FiUiiliers) vill proceed to Cabul to command a 
brigailo in tlio 2iid Division. 

11. Brigadier-General Arbuthnut, C.B., will uommand tlio movable columns at 
.Tcilalubad and Siifcd kSang. 

12. The Force under Sir F. Roberts in Gabiil will be styled the t'ahui Field Force, 
aiul the Force under Alijm-General Bright ■will be styled the Khybor Line Force. 

Tlicsc arrangcniGuts wore nil carried out ; aud the follotviug 
extracts from letters ivrittcii in March will indicate what was 
ocenmng in and about (Jabul : — 


SiiERPUR, ]\Lirch 'dnl^ 1880 . 

Ih’igadter-Cleiieral Diiubam i\IiLSsy left for Peshawnr a few clays 
ago, where lie will meet the Commaiidcr-iii-Olhcf, and oUcr certain 
eKplaiiaiioiis of his course of action on December 11 th, ivldcb, it 
is not too much to say, may modify the harsh step of recalling 
him from Cabul. The greatest, syinpailiy is felt for General 
Massy in the force hero ; and the decision to l)o given on what is 
purely a question for military critics will be anxiously looked for.'^*' 
Jh’lgadier-General Hugh Gough has taken over charge of the 
Cavalry Brigade, his duties as Itoad Commandant being performed 
by Lieutcnant-Colopcl Mark ITeatlicote. 

There is no relaxation of the preparations for defending Bhcrjnir 
and Cabul against alheomers. Certainly ilierc is not now a ivoak 
point in the cantonment : the gap at the north-west corner, 
defended during the siege by a trench and a parapet made out of 
Cabuli gun-wheels, has now been closed by a wall six foot high on 

* I have not gone at length inlo the qnesjtioii of General Mtmsy's recall, as there 
were too many points involved for the case to be treated in a work of this kiutl, whUR 
is only a diary of the war. I may state, howevcW, that General Afassy was given a 
brigade cDiiimaud in India, which ho still retains. 
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llic inner hide of the old Lanier ; the bastion at the corner, par- 
tially destroyed when the mutinouB regiments blew up their 
magazine on October 7tb, lias been pub in thorough order; a zig- 
zag wall, with traverses, is also being built up on the western 
slope of the lieinarii hills ; and, in addition to the hlock-iiouse on 
the top, a platform has been made for guns, guarded by a semi- 
circular wall, which will eventually be joined to the zig-zag run- 
uing-up the hillside. Looking at these new defences, and also at 
the block-houses upon the Asmai and Sherderwaza Heights — to 
say nothing of the strong fort upon Siah Suug — one is tempted to 
ask, What will he the fate of all these works when we retire ? ’’ 
Wo have made Sherpur practically imin-eguable now against any 
attack unsupported by heavy guns : shall wo leave it so, or shall 
we order up a few tons of gun-cotton from an Indian arsenal, and 
have everything in readiness to blow its walls down when it has 
to be abandoned ? Perhaps, as we shall inevitably be forced to 
annex Cabiil in a few j^ears, we may leave the cantonment 
intact, though it would be cruelty to expect our men to capture it, 
say in 1883, unless it had been well-pounded by a battery of 
dO- pounders from Siali Sung. But, for all outsiders may know, 
there may be a plan lying cut and dry in some secret drawer of 
our Cliief Engineer's despatch-box, in which the fate of Sherpur 
and its surroundings has been once for all decided. Colonel 
Perkins bus certainly boon indefatigable in creatiug new defences; 
perhaps he may show equal energy in destroying the work of liis 
own hand when the time comes. 

]\ larch 21 sh 

The garrison of Cahul has heoii largely reinforced, and we have 
at last nearly 12,000 troops here. The 45th Sikhs and the 27th 
Punjabees, who marched in from Butkhak on Friday, are now 
(uicamped on the Siali Suug Eidgo, and are holding fclie new fort 
built thereon. The doth Sikhs have, for the time being, been 
attached to General Maepherson^s Brigade, and the 27th Punjab 
Infantry to General Charles Gough’s. The various forts wo 
have built upon Asmai and Sherderwaza Pleights have had their 

^ At Abdiir Bah man's, roc^uegt all the vvcic loft intact when Sir Ponald 

gtoxv^rrfc loft Calml in Aiigubt, 
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garrisons told off to them, and are at present liolcl hy hall' the 
immbcr of men assigned to guard them in ease of a new outbreak. 
Each fort is being stored with seven days’ provisions and water, 
and a liberal quantity of ammunition ; and the garrisons arc 
warned against using any of tlic resorv(i stores until nocossity 
arises, fflic fort on Asmai is practically impregnable ; oven 
our artillery could not hope to make any iin})ression upon it. 
The walls arc twelve feet thick ; mid to carry it by assault, if at all 
well defended, would be impossible. Our cavalry arc also showing 
themselves in the country about, to couviiieo tlio people that we are 
on the alert, and also to enable the 3rd JJongal Cavalry and the 
Guides to become thoroughly acquainted wilh the nature of the 
ground they may havo to act over, hast week all the available 
troopers and sowars in cantonment went out into Chardeh and 
over the ground where the 9 th Lancers and 1-lih 31 on gal Lancors 
made their gallant charge on December 11th. Our infantry arc 
also inarched out occasionally, to gel the men a litllo into condition, 
and they go swunging along over the dusty roads in the same graaid 
stylo they have shown sineo they loft AH Ixhcyl six inoniliB ago. 
Drafts for the l)th and 72ud are now on their way up from Poshawur, 
and soon ivo shall have each regiment mustering about 900 ban- 
quets* All the men hero are very fit and hardy after the winter, 
and are quite ready for another bout of fighting to roliove the mono- 
tony, which is now becoming rather trying*. No. 1 Mountain 
Battery is to be relieved by the G-Sth, the screw-gun battery which 
did such good service in the Zaimukht country with General 
Tytler ; and the 3rd Punjab Cavalry and 17th Bengal Cavalry are 
to come up to make our cavalry brigade complete. The strength 
of the Oabul garrison (including the outpost at Butkhalc) was 
yesterday about 11,500 officers and men. The details of the 
force are : — 
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Oflicai'B, 

Mon. 

2-9th Foot 

3 

101 

5 th Punjab InUintry 

' 1 

80 

17 t]i Bengal Cavalry 

1 

1 

333 
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SHERPUIl. 



1 

Offict‘V-1. 

j Men. 

P-A, Koyal Hnrsc Artillery 

(j 

102 

Ct- 3, Roy.il Artlllovy 


173 

No. 1 Mnuniiin Utittery ... 

4 

138 

No. 2 Mountain UaUery ... 

n 

201 

TTu'/ara Mouiitiiiri EjUtery 

4 

151 

9th Laucera 

17 

2S7 

3rcl Bongfil Cavnhy 

s 

372 

Ouides’ Cavalry ... ... ... 

4 

275 

2-9tli l''oot ... 

15 

442 

()Hh Foot 

25 

721 

72nd Foot... 

19 

091 

92nd Foot... 

20 

081 

23rd X^ioneerH 

S 

759 

28tli Punjab Infaiitiy 

8 

; 051 

SnKSikha j 

10 

6S1 

5tk jab Infantry 

i 7 

470 

Ctli Grlioorka.'S 

' s 

63d 

2nd Grhoorkas 

7 

532 

4th Grboorkas 

7 

092 

24tli Punjab Infantry 

S 

717 

45th Sikhs... 

8 

670 

iTuiiles’ Infantry ... ... ... ... ... , 

G 

607 


, The two companies of sappers and miners which hclong to this 
dmsioiij but arc now at Luttabiind, are about 150 strong. Staff 
and dopartmontal ofliceivs number 00. The draft for the 9tli 
Foot is 320 monj and for the 72nd Highlanders about 200. 
The artillery musters twelve 9-poundera and fourteen 7-ponnders. 
I give the details of oiir strength here, so that, in case of any 
further operations, the force at General Eoherts’s disposal may ho 
estimated at its proper value. 

, On Friday Sir F. Eoberta met Mr, Lepel Griffin on the ]*oad to 
Luttabuud, and the General and hia new Political Officer rode on 
to Sherpnr together in the afternoon. Sir F. Eoberta ordered a 
guard of honour (one company of the 5th Panjah Infantry) to 
escort Mr. Lepel Griffin from Siah Sung to the cantonment. This 
unusual honour was paid to the Political Officer in order that the 
local sirdars might be duly impressed with a sense of his dignity, 
The said sirdars turned out in gi^eat force, with their usual tag- 
rag of followers, and formed a picturesque queue in rear of ‘the 
General. 
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25 //t Mar (!.]{. 

l\Ir. Lepcl Griffin lias inatlc known io ilio Jkirakzai sii’dars ]iC3ro 
what is to be tlio fniuro of Af^lianistau ; anrl aliliongli many 
details of tlio sclicme saucLioiied by tlio GoYemnient of India 
cainiot, of course, 3'ct bo settled, tlio ontlino is distinct enough. 
As to the difficulties to be overcome before the new arrangcuionts 
mature, they are incidental to our position ns conquerors of Cabul, 
and will be dealt with either diplomatically, or by force of arms, 
according to the tom^icr of the tribal chiefs sncl others. As Mr. 
Griffin’s short speech to Wali Mahomed Khan, ILashiin Khan, 
and the other Barakzai sirdars was of an informal kind — though 
necessarily carrying weight as an exposition of Government policy 
■ — I am onl}^ able to give its gonoial purport, about which 
there cun ho no manner of doubt. It was to the effect that 
certain wrong impressions had got ahroncl concerning Yakub Khan 
and his possible return to Cabul. Such return the Government 
had decided could under no conditions take place ; tribal chiefs 
and their followers had believed that if a sufficient tunnoil wore 
kept up, and turbulent demands made persistently for Yakub 
Kban’s return, that end might bo gained. This was a total mis- 
take. The ox-Ainir would never he allowed to resnmo the power 
he had forfeited, and all disturbances with that object would bo 
unavailing. It had also boon found that during three genera- 
tions the Durani sovereigns of Cabul had been unable, or unwill- 
ing, io carry out treaty obligations with India, and it had now 
been decided that their power should be curtailed and certain Bub- 
divisions made of Afghanistan. Whilo the British Government 
had no desire to annex the country, they were resolved that Can- 
dab ar and Herat must henceforth no longer appertain to the 
sovorcign of Afghanistan. They would he separate and distinct, 
and the future ruler of Cabul would have to look upon them as 
removed from his jurisdiction.’^' It had also been determined 
that the army of occupation should remain in Afghanistan until 
a aiew ruler had been appointed strong enough to accept and carry 
out the obligations to be imposed upon him, and such a ruler 
would have to he found. He must be strong enough to ensure the 

* Tins was the policy t/ord Lyfcton intended to cany out, 
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protection of such Afghans as wove the frieiiJs of the iJritish, in 
order that, ^vheii the army withdrew, there might not be a risk of 
such men suffering for their fidelity to us. Our friends must 
he the friends of any ruler placed in power, and he must he pre- 
pared to protect them. 

8uch is the distinct enunciation of what is to happen here, and, 
as might have hoeii expected, it is not altogether palatable to the 
Barakzai sirdars. One and all are glad that Yakub Khan is not 
to return ; ho has never been a favourite with his kinsmen since 
Shere All’s death, and they would look upon his rc-a&siimption of 
power as fatal to all their Jiopcs, But they feci, and it is only 
right they should feel, keenly enough, the curtailment of the 
power hiipherto vested in the hands of the Amir. Hashim Khan, 
who has been buoyed up mih the idea that his chance of the 
Araivship was a very good one — though I must add, injustice to 
all our officials, that ho has never received oven a hint from them 
of Avliat might be in store for hiiH' — showed considerable siillcnness 
when ho heard upon what terms the next Amir would have to 
accept power at our hands. He did not scruple to say openly that 
it would be impossible to guarantee the safety of any ffictiun 
©friendly to the British when our army had marched back to Tndiiu 
No doubt lie bolds this view as lionostly as an Afghan can be said to 
have honesty at all ; hut he might modify it when he sees that 
such a condition will be insisted upon, and no half-hearted promise 
accepted. Hasliim Khan has further said that, in freeing Candabar 
and Herat from their suzerainty to Cabul, we are reducing the 
Amir frou the status of a king to that of a Nawab. Herat has 
always been considered the key of Turkisian and of Southern 
Afghanistan, and to surrcnuler it either to Persia or to an inde- 
pendent ruler would be a severe blow to the Durani dynasty, 
Again, Hashim Ivhan says that to expect a Durani sovereign in 
Cabul to hold his own against the turbulent tribes in the imme- 
diate district, when he has l)C0n deprived of the great siii-)porfc he 
receives from the stJ*ong Hiirani factions about Cauclahar, is an 
iinpossihility. It is true that the Duranis arc most numerous in 
Southern Afghanistan, and at first sight the objection seems tenable 
enough ; but Hashim Khan has forgotten that, by our occupation 
of Candabar, any Amir of Oabul will receive our coiiutenanee and 
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support froiTi tliai qiiartor, aufl iliis will be as oil Icnowu to LIk' 
turhiilcni spirits of Kolustau, Logar, aiul Wardalc, as to tlui 
Durani factio]i itself. Ilashim Kliau’s sulleiiiioss would Ix^ of 110 
iinportaneo were it not that lio is the only man witli a sparic of 
ability among the Bnrakzais now with us in Cabul ; and as I liavo 
said in previous letters, ho has been favourably thought of in our 
plans for settling the country 011 a firm basis. Tf ho will not 
accept our terms, he will iiiOYita])ly be passed over, as far as the 
Amirship is concerned, for the work now heforo us has to ho done 
so thoroughly that all danger of another //Vosco, such as the treaty 
of Gunclamak proved, must bo guarded against. 

Taking tbo broad linos laid down by Mr, Lepol Giiilin, a fore- 
cast of what is likely to happen in Afghanistan — putting aside 
purely military complications, which I wdll turn to afterwards— 
may fairly be given. That such a forecast must ho tinged with 
conjecture is, of course, unavoidable ; but still, perhaps, a fair 
estimate of the situation may be given. Candahar will bo retained 
in our possession, but Herat will not yot bo annexed. Its future 
will more probably be that of an iudepondont city, with an impor- 
tant mission to fufil in Central Asian politics. History is full of 
instances of cities maintaining their independence, and rising in® 
course of time to the rank of Great Powers, Witness Vouico, once 
one of tho first maritime Powers in Huropo, Herat is self- 
supporting, and is situated in so fertile a district that its wealth 
of produce is a pi'ovorb among Asiatics, Its strength as a military 
post is greater than that of any city in Afghanistan ; it could Ijo 
defended against great odds with almost a certainty of coming out 
victorious from the struggle. If wo were to declare that it is to bo 
independent, and to guarantee such independence against all- 
comers, its future would be assured. That this may be done is 
within the bounds of possibility, and wo should give it a Governor 
who could be trusted to carry out our wishes. Being our nominoo, 
and relying upon us for support in time of need, he would jealously 
guard against encroachments on his privileges ; and would scarcely 
dare to risk loss of authority by disobeying any wishes we might 
make known to him. To do so would bo madness with a British 
army at Candahar drawing its reinforcements by railway from 
India ; and theHoratis themselves finding security and enormously- 
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iucreaBcd trade resulting from their now position of independeuco, 
would probably bo on the alert to check intrigues against their 
autonomy* So far as regards Southern and ^^cstern Afghaiii&tuu : 
there remain the eastern and northern provinces to be dealt with, 
and here conjecture must bo indulged iu. Cabul will be freed 
from the presence of our army when a no'iv Afghan Govermnoufc 
has been created ; but that our forces will retire behind Lundi 
Kotal is most improbable, Ey general consent, the Khyber route 
seems to be recognized as that most adapted for communication, 
hostile or otherwise, wdth Gahul ; the Kurrain route is w^oithless 
during several months of the year, juid Thnll as a base has not a 
single advantfigc. It thou reinaiiis for consideration wdiether 
Lundi Kotal is snfScienily advanced for our purpose. To enable 
our influence to bo aujU’emo at Cabul, we must put ourselves in 
such a position that our army shall ahvays bo within hail of the 
city, Lundi Kotal certainly does not give such a position ; 
Jellalabad is mucJi bettor, but its climate is so great a drawback 
that it also drops out of consideration as an advanced post — 
such a post boiug on the plan of a large fortified camp, holding a 
force fully equipped in the matter of ammunition^ supplies, and 
» transporlj and ready to move at the shortest notice, Gundamak, 
or a position on the hills near, would unquestionably give the site 
for tho new outpost on the north-west frontier of India, and its 
cojinoction with Poshawmr miglit be not by Jellalabad, but by tho 
valleys along the northern slopes of tho Safed Ivoh, viz., via 
Maizena and Pcshbolak, The Lughman route would involve a 
strong garrison at Jellalabad, which is to be avoided if possible. 
Besides, Lughman cannot comparG with the fertile valleys in the 
shadow of tho Safed Koh, wherein grain, forage, fuel, and w^ater 
arc abundant. I can speak from personal experience of Maizena 
and Peshholak, having visited them during tho last campaign ; 
and if tho pacification of the Shiuw’aria were once assured, tho 
route w’ould teem with advairtages which cannot be found on the 
Jellalabad Load. It would not be a task more difficult to reduce 
tho Shinwaris to a state of quietude than it w^as to convince the 
Afridis of the uselessness of molesting us iu the Khyber. As 
there is always a great outcry against annexation, it might be 
worth while to abandon Kurram, merely taking a q^tdcl pro g^iiQ in 
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ilie eTcllalaLacl Valloy. That this \vill ahsolutoly ho doius is very 
problematical ; but it is to bo hop( 3 d that the CTOvcni 111011 1 will bo 
strong enough to disregard any iion-annexatioii outcry if the pro- 
poiideruiico of opinion, both among our military and political 
experts, is in favour of the bolding of G-undamak.’^ 


iStJi A'prll, 

The Mu stand, Habib ulhi Khan, ivho was sent liy General lloborts 
some weeks ago to negotiate with the Ghazni malcontents, and 
induce them to state what their demands really wore, has returned 
to Sherpnr and reported that lie has the majority of tlio chiefs 
now at Maidan, and they are willing to attend a Durbar. Young 
Musa Kbau lias, however, been left at Ghazni with Muslik-i-Alam. 
When General Roberts hr.st proposed to Tlal)il)ulla Khan to go to 
Ghazni, and sound the tem])or of the malcontent leaders, with a vicAV 
to arrange some basis upon which the aoitleinent of Afglninistau 
could he carried out, the answer ivas that it would ho useless— the 
ivrcconcilables would not listen to him. There the matter ended 
for the time being, hut some weeks afterwards the Mustauli volun- 
tarily visited the General, and said that he was willing to go to bis 
lioine in Wardak, Avhonco bo could judge if it were possible to 
gaiber tbo tribal cbiefs together for purposes of consultation. Ho 
accordingly set out, and for tbo past two months we have board 
strange rumours of what Avas happening in Wardak and Ghazni. 
The Mnataiifi now reports that, on arriving at his homo in Wardak, 
he fell ill, and for some time Avas ixnablc to do anything in the 
Avay of negutiatioii. Upon recovering, ho began to sound the 
various Wardak chiefs as to their vicAvs, and w’as careful to point 
out the folly of resistance, no\v that the British had received large 
reinforcements and had strengthened Sherpur and the heights 
above CabuL At first, no one Avould listen to him, so he proceeded 
to Ghazni to intervicAv Mahomed Jan, young Tahir Khan (half- 
brother of Hashiixi Khan), and finally Mushk-i-Alam. Hero 

* The Afglums naonot, of ooinse, bo expected to undeivtaiKlthe urinci[>l0 of parfcj- 
fjovernment at home ; tbo defeat of the Conner vntivc ])avty and t’le recall of Lord 
Lyttou put an end to anch ideas aa the retention of Oandahar and tlio nmintenance of 
the Roieivtific frontier. Our change of policy was inifiundci stood generally in Afghanis- 
taa, where, to thijs day, it is belie^ed wo wore too woalc to e;uTy out our origintd plane, 
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also lie met witli but little success : j\f{ilioracclJaii a\ou1c 1 not atlopt 
liis views, but talked of a now jehadj and tlie driving of the 
British out of the country : the success of the first few weeks of 
Decemlior was to be repeated on a larger scale, and every tribes- 
man was to rise from Ghazni to Jellalabad. Against such tall 
talk the Mustaufi could only uige that the jehad would come to 
as bitter and humiliating an end as the previous one had done on 
December 23rd, when the force sent to attack Sherpur had been 
beaten off with great loss. Then Mahomed Jan veered round 
slightly, and said he would abandon all idea of fighting if Yakub 
Xhan were reinstated, or Musa Khan created Amir, The former 
scheme, he was told, was impossible ; the latter might possibly be 
considered. The Mustaufi was much hindered in his vrork by 
young Tahir Khan, who had Musa Khan iu his keeping. This 
young sirdar cordially hates his half-brother, Hashim Khan ; and 
as be knew Habibiilla was working solely in the latter’s interest, 
he tried to thwart him in everyway. This game of cross-purposes 
would have been most interesting to an outsider if all the intri- 
cacies of the intrigues could have been understood ; but it must 
sorely have tried the temper of the Mustaufi, who had everything 
to gain by bringing the malcontents to look at matters from his 
point of view. He was, however, more than a match for a drunken 
debauchee, such as Mahomed Jan and an inexporienced youth like 
Tahir Khan. Turning his attention to Mushk-i-Alam, he used 
different arguments to those employed with the military leaders of 
the disaffected. He showed to the old moollah tliat the only way 
of getting rid of the infidels (whom he hated just as much as any 
reckless fanatic) wuis by negotiation, and not by resistance : the 
former course might put Cabul once more into a position of 
imjmrtanco ; the latter only could result in disaster to Afghanistan^ 
as the British forces were daily growing in strength, and it was 
fully intended to capture Ghazni from the Gandahar direction, and 
punish every tribe showing overt hostility. The moollah was half- 
convinced, and was loft in such a frame of mind that good results 
might he looked for. Then Habibulla Khan turned his attention 
to the powerful chiefs of his own tribe, and by means which W'C 
are ignorant of, won them all over to his side. They, perhaps, 
scontod future rew'ards and great powder in the direction of the 
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Stale when their kinsman should be b'inanco Minislor of a new 
Amir, aiicl they announced themselves as prepared to consult with 
the BriLish upon the subject of a future Government. The example 
of the Wardak chiefs was contagious, and soon the Logo-r malikH 
made common cause Avith them, Mahomed Jan thus saw himself 
being deserted by the tribes upon whom he had mainly relied, and 
he at last promised to accompany the Mustauh to Maidan to take 
part in a great tribal Durbar, although he refrained from pledging 
himself to any fixed decision. Just about this lime the Hazaras 
raided upon Nani, south of Ghazni, and the Mustaufi was in fear 
that all his arrangcuiGnts would bo upset, as Mahomed Jau started 
to repel the raiders. ITomihat point much uncertainty as to what 
was really occurring was fell in Shcrpiir ; and as it Avas known that 
Mr. Lepel Griffin’s declaration of the partition of Afghanistan 
had been sullenly received oven by Hashim Khan, it Avas not 
unnaturally supposed that the Mustaufi would bo left in the lurch 
by the chiefs who had jdedged tliemsolves to follow his instruc- 
tions. 

Yesterday Habibulla Khan rode from Maidan to Sherpur, and 
all doubts, so far as regards the chiefs being at Maidan, arc set 
at rest. He reports that he left there all the headmen of War- 
dak, Logar, Ahinadzai Ghilzais, and Zurmut (the district east of 
G-hazni toAvards Khost), together Avith Mahomed Jan, Mir Butcha, 
XCohistani ; Mahomed Hasan Khan, cx-Governor of Jollalabad ; 
Sirdars Tahir Khan, Alim Khan, SurAvar Khan, and other notables, 
including Goirerals Aslara Khan, Gliolam Jau, and Kurrim Khan, 
who fought against us at Charasla. 

The neAvs that GciiGral Sir Donald Stewart with a large force 
left Candahar a Aveek ago for Ghazni has undoubtedly had an 
effect upon these men. It is difficult to see Avhat our oAvn policy 
will be hei'caftor, as the change of Government at home may 
bring about quite a nCAV departure. All General Eoberts and 
Mr. Lop cl Griffin can do is to endeavour to gain the ear of the 
chiefs, and to obtain a knowledge of their Avishes in the matter of 
a settled Government. The chiefs now at Maidan Avill be asked 
to attend a Durbar, shortly to be hold hr Shorpur. Mr. A- 0. 
Ijyall, Koreign Secretary, has paid a flying visit to Cabul, and is 
now on liis Avay back to India. 
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14:t]i AjniL 

Tiie Durbar for the reception of sucli of the chiefs as chose to 
come in has, at last, been held, and the fullest declaration yet 
made of the intentions of the Government of India has been 
listened to by the Cahul sirdars and the meu whom the Mustaufi 
has induced to visit Sherpur. It may be as well, once for all, to 
state that the chiefs represented only a minority of the tribes- 
men, although a paper of requests which they have presented was 
signed by nearly all the Wartlali:, Logar, and Southern Ghilzai 
Dialiks, The Mnstauri’s personal interest in Wardak was sufli- 
ciently strong to bring; many of his kinsmen in ; hut Mahomed 
Jan’s brother, who is heat! of the clan, would not accompany the 
rest, considering his signature quite enough for all practical pur- 
poses. hhihomcd Jan himself would have come in willingly if a 
klulliit had been promised and certain honours paid to him as a 
successful General ; hut this Ave very sensibly declined to do, and 
he is now out hi tho cold. Mahomed Hasan Khan, ex-Gorernor 
of Jollalabad, also declined at the last moment, as he will have 
no one but Yalcub Khan as Amir; while Mir Euicha and Snrw^ar 
Khan, rurwani, are too busy, levying men in Kohistan for Abdur 
Kahman’s army, to think of Avasting their time at Sherpur, TYe 
had then, really, at the Durbar representatives of the Wardak, 
Logar, Zurmut, and Koh-Dahman people, or sections of the 
people, and also all the Barakzai sirdars Avith us in Gabul, as 
Avell as tho three Sirdars — Surwar Khan, Tahir Khan, and Alim 
Khan — who have been taking care of young Musa Jan, at Ghazni, 
ill tho liopo that he might some day be made Amir by the 
British. 

The Durbar was held in a large tent pitched near the Engineers’ 
Park in Sherpur. The sirdars and rode into Sherpur 

from tho city at eleven o’clock, and spent their time until three 
o’clock in discussing current events and admiring each other’s 
wonderful raiment. They were marshalled in duo order in the 
Durbar tent before four o’clock, Wali Mahomed, Governor of the 
city, being placed on the right of the seats assigned to Sir E* 
Kohorts and Mi\ Lepel Griffin, the Mustaufi and tho Nawah Gho- 
1am Hussain being just in roar ; while Sirdar Hasliim Khan^ 
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Abdulla Khaiij and tlie other loyal Barakzai priucoB were given 
chairs on the right. The tribal chiefs squatted 011 the ground just 
within the shadow of the tent, while such .BrUish oiheers as 
chose to attend were seated on the General’s lefl,. Gciioral Ross, 
commanding the 2n(l Division, and the Brigadiers, Avith the ex- 
ception of General Baker, who is lying ill from an attack of fever, 
were among the British officers present. A guard of honour of 
100 men of tlie 72ud Highlanders, with their hand, were drawn 
up — bayonets fixed, and hall ammunition in their pouches — on 
the road leading from the Genoral’s gateway ; while small parties 
of the 3rd Sikhs and 5th Ghoorkas were stationed in roar of tho 
tent as an extra precaution, Afghan fanaticism takes, at times, 
such determined shape that oven in a Durbar a gliara might de- 
clare himself ; and it was therefore only Aviso to he ready for an 
emergency. It would have fared ill with any fanatic Avho might 
have attempted to amuse himself preparatory to cnioring Para- 
dise, for the Highlanders, Sikhs, and Ghoorkas are too old 
soldiers to care for a knife-cut Avhen their bayonets are ready 
for use. Sir Frederick Roberts, Avith his personal Stall, and Mr. 
Lepel Griffin, Gliief Political Oificcr, Avalked from the head- 
quarters to the tent ; and as the General entered after the usual 
honours from Ihe guard outside, the sirdars and malihs rose lo 
their feet and mado obeisauco with true Oriental humility. Tln‘ 
scene Avas picturesque enough, and ycL there Avas a grim touch of 
irony in the Hurroundings ; for, preceding tho (ienoral, came 
eight Highlanders with the inevitable fixed bayonets, who opened 
out on either hand in tho tent, and stood to attention in tho space 
lietwoen the chiefs and tho BritivSh officers. Sir Frederick Eohortsts 
native orderlies, two long- limbed Sikhs, two AAiry Pathans, and a 
pair of fierce little Ghoorkas, who are always to be found at ihe 
Gonerars heels, took up their places behind him, their buyoncts 
shining out among the gohl-laced caps of the Staff and the un- 
dress uniforms of the officers of the garrison whom curiosity 
had promplecl to be present. After the preliminary shuffling and 
gathering up of robes, the Afghan iroiahles followed the General’s 
example and quietly sat down, the mallks falling upon their 
knees and folding their hands in an attitude of great attention. 
There was not much to attract notice cither in their faces or 
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clemGanour : they were merely commonplace men, -waiting respect- 
fully upon the Genorahs pleasure ; ])ut tliere was presently a stir 
among them when the names of Surwar Khan, Tahir Khan, and 
Alim Khan were called out. These three sirdars were presented 
to the General by Mr. Grifiin, and after shaking hands and 
making respectful bows they returned to their places. Tahir Khan 
is a young man of nineteen or twenty, with a sullen expression of 
face, and with none of the dignity of a prince : he might, with a 
little trouble, be made to look like a decent Cabuli syce ; but oven 
then he would be a poor figure among his compeers of the stable. 
Sir Frederick Roberts did not receive any of the tribal chiefs, 
whose position, indeed, would not have warranted such an atten- 
tion, but immediately opened the Durbar by a short speech, 
greatly to the purpose. He said : — 

'‘SinuAUS AND Maliks, 

“ I am very glad ta meet you heva to-day, especially those who tt rough the good 
ufiices of the ]\tustaiifi liave been indueed to come into Caliul to make their wishes 
known to mo. I trust this Durbar is tho beginning of tlie end, and that it will now be 
possible for us to enter into siieh an arrangemtnb with the people of Afghanistan as 
will ensiiru an honourable poaG(3 and lasting frieiitlship Ijetween them and the Dritisb. 
iSorac of you, I understand, liesitateil to accompany the Mustaufi, fearing your treat- 
ment and reception by us might not be such as ^Y& bad jnomised you, and that soma 
evil might befall you. You need never have any such fear when your safety has been 
aHsured on the word of a British officer. The British do not say one thing and mean 
another. You who liavo come in have been honourably treated, and after this Durhnr 
you aro all at liberty to depalt. I trust, when you leave Oahul, yon will oairy away 
with you a more friendly feeling towards ns than some of you hitherto entertained ; 
and that thoso of your party who are still holding aloof will be wise enough to follow the 
good example you have set thorn, and will accept our invitation to come into Gahul, 
Mr. Lepel Griffin, Chief rolitical Officer in Nortli and Eastern AfghaniataUj with whom 
you liave already become acquainted, will now, on the part of the GovcHiment of India, 
answer the request you have made.'* 

This speech having been translated into Persian, Mr. Lepel 
Griffin addressed the chiefs, His speech, delivered in Persian, was 
to the following elfect : — 

‘‘ SiiiDAKS, Khans, and Malika op Caukl, 

has been my wish, for some time pnafc, to meet you all in Durbar, and to 
explain to you colleotiviJly and jmblioly, !i>s I have already done privately, the intentions 
of the British Governmuifc witli regard to the gettlement of Afghanistan. IThis is a 
favourable opportunity, when leplicB have been given to the request of certain chiefs 
and mciliks in the neighbourhood of Glia^sni who have been long hc.stile, but who h&vo,. 

B 3 
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afc last, liHtetied lo tlio advice of tlie Mustaufi whom Sir Frederick Uobevts sent to 
veasjmre them, and have deputed many of tlicir number to place their reqac-stw rcaiJcci- 
fully before tlie Government. It is to be regretted that the more important of tlie 
leaders have not come in poiRon. When the Government promised them a safe-conduct, 
there was no reason for oven those who had bocii most opposed to it, to fear for their 
lives, or their liberty, The Ihithh Government bears no ill-will to those who have 
fought fairly against it, and those of the representatives who have come to Gabul are 
free to leave when they wish ; during their stay they will bo treated as friends and guests. 
But those chiefs who have remained behind at Maidan, must net think their signatnvea 
on the paper of rccjuosts will be considered as equivalent to their jiresence ; the ruoro so 
as we know that the reason why some of them have not como is that blicy have secrolly 
abandoned the cause they profess lo support, and have made promises to otheis, When 
you retura to Maidan, ask Generals Gliolam Hydcr and Mahomed Jan when tlicy are 
going to desert you. 

Malilcs of Ghauni, Maidan, and Logar, and Cluof.s of the Ghilzai, AYardak, and 
other tribes in their neighbourhood, — I have met you move than oneo in privale inter- 
view, and have discussed with you, in a friendly way, your requests ; and I now oiily 
wish to sny publicly, and for tlio information of the sirdars and the people of Hie city 
and neighbourhood of Cahiil, whom it concernH as closely as it docs you, wliat I have 
•already said to you. You have first asked that the former friendship of tlie (hivern- 
meut of tlio Qiteon-Einpress of Hindustan should bo i‘e, stored, that the Amir Yakub 
Khau should be released and reinstated, and that the British Army .should retire from 
Afghanistan. I reply, I would first remiud you tliafc the hveaoh in our mutual friend- 
ship was made by Die Amir Shore Ali Khan. The Britisli Government not only always 
desired and still desires friendship with Afghanistan, but will not appoint any one as 
Auivr who does not profess friendship ; nor will it allow him to conUnuo Amir nnleas ho 
plainly shows himself the friend of the friends of the British Government, and the 
onomy of its enemies. For this reason, the Viceroy has decided that Yakul) IChim shall 
not retnm to Afghanistan, Yon knoAv whether he observed the imo mines he had made 
to the British Government ; you know lie rcwardeil those who opposed us in the fir^t 
cami)aign j while those wlio had assisted us he turned oat of their lands and appoint- 
ments. Yon have told me privately that if Yakub KIkiu bo not allowed to return, you 
are willing to accept afs Amir any one whom the British Government may choose to select. 
This expression of tlio w'ish of a largo number of respectable incdihs will be at a proper 
time laid before His Excellency the Viceroy, together with that of others who may wish 
to support the candidature of Wall Mahomed, Ilashiin Khan, Musa Khan, Ayub Khan, 
01* any other memher of the ruling family who may be approved by a large number of 
the people. Government lias no intention of annexing Afghanistan, and will occupy no 
more of it than may be necessary for the safety of its own frontier. But the province 
of Ganclahar will not remain united lo Oabul : it will bo placed under the independent 
rule of a Baralcisai prince. For the adnuni.strati[)n of tliose provinces that remain 
attached to Gabul, the Government is anxiou,y to appoint an Amir who shall be strong 
enough to govern his people and be steadfast in his friendship to the British i and if 
only those qualifications be secured, the Government is wiling and anxious to recognize 
the wish of the Afghan people mid of theij' tribal chiefs, and to nominate an Amir of 
their choice. But no decision can be given at present. Yon who have assembled bore 
represent but a small part of the people, mid it is necessary to ascertain the views ami 
wishes of many other chiefs and sirdars who are absent from Cabul. But your votes in 
favour of Y'ahnb Khan’s immediate family will be I'cmemberod and considered^ if, until, 
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the decision of the Government be given, you absolutely abstain from all hostile action ; 
otherwise do not expect that the Government will consider liim likely to bo a friendly 
Amir whoso friends arc its persistent enemies. The armies of the Queen-Empress will 
withdraw from Afghanistan, when the Government considers tliat the proper time has 
come. As they did not enter Afglianistan with jonr permission, so they will nob with- 
draw at your request. When the country is again peaceful, and when a friendly Amir 
has been selected, the Government has no wish to remain in Afghanistan. The army 
came to Cabul to inflict i)iini.sbnient for the murder of its Envoy in time of peace, which 
some of you have called a regrettable accident, hut whicli the British Government con- 
siders an atrocious crime. It will remain until some eatiafuctory settlement can he 
made. 

“ You have been told that an army from Gaud ah ar is now mmehitig on Ghazni, \vhile 
another fioni Bombay has taken its place at Oandahar. A third army is in Kurriira, a 
fourth at Cabul, a fifth at Jellalabad, in the Khyber, and at Peshawar. The Geneial 
has ordered n strong force to nmrcli from Cabul in three days towards iMaidan, to co- 
operate witli the Oandahar army. If you are wise, you ^vill do everything to asai.st this 
force, wliich is not sent against you, nor will it molest you, if only the conduct of the 
people Ufiiendly, If, on tlie contrary, you listen to leaders who only deceive you for 
their own advantage, and commit and excite hostility against the Government, pniiish- 
meut will quickly and certainly follow. The Kbugiani tribe three weeks ago attacked 
the EritihlL Fort near Gundarnak, at night ; they have since had to pay a fine of 
Efl. 10,000 and fit'c of their towers have been blown up. The Hisaiak people have 
been committing outiagos on the road and carrying olf men and cattle. A large force 
has been sent by the General into Hisarak, and a fine of Es. 15,000 has been imposed. 

‘*Tlic Government is quite ^filling to be friends with you and to treat yon as its 
friends ; but it is also resolved to be obeyed, .so long as its annies are in the country, 
and to punish severely any open opposition. You have a proverb that force and money 
are the only powers in Afghanistan. It is for you to ciioose which yoa wish. Govern- 
ment intends to keep the sword for its enemies mid the money for its fiiends ; and if 
you aro wise you will count yourselves as our friends, Those people deceive you who 
preach ii jehad, and say the ‘English are the enemies of Islam. In India fifty million 
Mahomedans enjoy under the gavernment of the Queen greater liberty, happiness, and 
security than in any country of tlio world J and it is the British Government which hms 
many times, by a great expenditure of men and treasure, guarded and preserved the 
empiro oE the Sultan of Turkey against ins enemies. Government is the friend and 
protector of Islam, and not its destroyer. As to your own requests for the appointment 
of a Mahomed an agent at Cabul, and a gi'atit of assistance in money and material to the 
new Amir, I can only say that thesa recpiests have been made by you in ignorance, fol* 
they ara matters which will be decided, by the Government of India, with the chief 
■whom they agree to appoint as Amii% It is not fitting foi' small persons to discuss thenn 
Of this only be assured, that he whom the Viceroy of India may select will be supported 
by the Government in every possible way, so long as ho shows friendly intontiona 
towards it.” 

Tlie cliiefs listened silently and with the phlegmatic attention 
they always show in Dui'har, and they clearly understood the 
speeches. Mr. Griffin spoke in Persian, and a Pushtu translation 
was also read out for the benefit of such as were imperfectly 
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acquainted Persian. Sucli of the British officers as could 
speak ncitliov hiiiguage were in the dark as to the Political Officer's 
declaration, hut camp gossip soon furnished them ^vith a fairl}^- 
correct translation. The fuinncHS of the language and the nn- 
eoniproinisiiig terms in which the sirdars and chiefs wore told of 
onr intentions has keen approved in camp in the fullest way. 
Oar great hope is that no exigencies of party politics at home Avill 
cause a modili cation ; it woiild be fatal to our prestige if we had 
to withdraw from resolutious now made public. The Cabul chiefs 
had already been told what they had to expect ; and tho Barakzal 
sirdars now learned what decision the Government of fndia hatl 
Ill-rived at— Candahar to be the fief of an independent prince; 
an Amir to he elected by tho voice of the people, who should he 
friendly to the British ; and the withdrawal of our army when 
such a man had been found — these were tho main points. Bcrat 
was not mentioned, and this is the more significant as it was fully 
knowm that the separation of Herat from tho Duraiii kingdom was 
11 Horc point, even witli our friends in Cuhul. Tho future of that 
district may avcII ho allowed to drop out of sight for the present, 
as until it hccoines clear who the new Amir is to be, W'C cannot 
possibly undertake to say wdiat shall become of Herat. If he is 
a man equal to holding Turkistan and Herat as well as Cahul, 
and to be irue, at the same timo, to his frieiidshi2) to us, wo might 
so strengthen his hands that he could defy rebellion and intrigue 
and make his government all-powerful from onr north-western 
frontier to the borders of Persia. The allusion to Turkey was 
certainly not a happy 0110 ; we may, it is true, have gone to war 
several times to maintain that Mahomedan kingdom, but our late 
desertion of the Sultan cannot recommend our policy to such 
fanatical Mussulmans as the Afghans. Ahdur Rahmnirs name, 
too, was not mentioned ; and as ho is already knocking at onr 
gates, it; might have been wiser to make some allusions to him. 

The result of the Durbar has been satisfactory enough as far 
as the Cabul sirdars arc concerned, who fully helievG that one of 
their number will yet bo Amir. Sirdars Wall Mahomed Khan and 
Hashim Khan have accepted the mediation of the Miislaufi, and 
have pledged themselves to act in concert, if either of them is 
placed on. tho throne. They both dread the advent of Ahdur 
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Eabman and the possible encouragement he may receive from tlie 
liritiBh, if ho comes as a friend, and they are very anxious to 
show that their combined party would bo strong enough to keep 
the Diirani kingdom together. They have, as yet, recoivod no 
distinct promises from us, and it is not too much to say that ve 
are inedined to treat their claims with contempt until we learn 
more of Ahdur Eahman’s intentions, The tribal chiefs, too, arc 
not of sufficient importance to justify us in believing that any 
arrangement made with them would be of a lasting kind ; and 
though we have so far respected their feelings as not to send our 
force out to Maidaii to-day, we still intend to move 4,000 men 
under General John Ross to Sheikhabad, on the Ghazni Idoad, 
there to join hands with Sir Donald Stewart. News from luiu- 
duz is to the effect that Abdur Rahman Khan is collecting men 
and raising money, and that his agents have been ■well received in 
Kohistan . 


CHAPTER XXVI, 


Tbe Korco bunt to cO'Openito v/itli Sir Donald vStewarfc—Stiengtli of General 

Division — A Poi'ce moved out to Clmmbia— Hasan Khan in Logar — Abdur Kabman 
Sind the ICobistanis — General Itosa'b Advance on tho Gbaxni Road— Coiumuoication 
opened with >Sir Donald Stewart— News of the Action at Ahmed Khel —Action at 
Clmiaisitv— Colonel Jenkins attacked by Hasan Khan— The Charasia Koice strength- 
ened — Description of tho Action — General Maepheraon’s Disposition of the Reiu- 
foremnents^ — Defeat and Disi^ersion of the Logai'is under Ka&au Kban— Heavy 
Losses of tho Afghans— The Leaders of the Attaok. 

The following extracts from letters will explain General Ross’s move- 
ment towards Ghazni to co-operate with Sir Donald Stewart 

mh A^nl, 1880 , 

Sufficient time having been given to tho chiefs who attended the 
late Durbar to return to their homes, the force told off to co-oper- 
ate with Sir Donald Stewart’s column advancing from Oandaliar, 
has started for Sheikhabad on the Ghazni Road. It left yesterday 
morning under command of Major-General *1ohu Ross, and lock 
tho road lo Argandeh, halting for the night at Kila Kazi^ sevou or 
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ciglii miles from iho Cabul gorge. Its numerical strength was 
neurly 4,000 fighting men of all arms, maclo up as follows : — 



O/Vu'orN, 

Rank and File. 

6-8, Iloyal Artillery {1 Kwrew-fiiiiis) 

4 

131 

lln/aiu Mountiuii UiitUvy (6 gauw) 

5 

200 

9th Lau^’ers (1 squadron) ... 

4 

100 

;h’d Punjal) Cavalry (2 aqiiadronn) 

() 

200 

3rd Bcnj^al Cavalry 

8 

37)0 

9tli Foot f General 0. ) 

4th Ghoorkas ... < Gough’s ^ 

24th Punjab Native lufantry ( Urigiulc. \ 

21 

700 

7 

600 

a 

600 

23rcl Pionoer.s 

8 

080 

3rd Company Sappers and Bliners 

! 2 

00 

Field Park (GapUiw Bvattkeidnu’y) 

1 

00 

Total 

1 h 

3,837 


The olFicers of the Staff are — General Hess, commanding; 
Major Boyes, A.A.G.; Captain Dutton, A.Q.M.Ch ; and Dr. 
Mncnaltj^ Staff Surgeon ; Brigadier-General Charles Gough, 
G.B,, V.C. ; Major Gerard, Brigade Major ; Major Kinloch and 
Major Combe, D.A.Q.M.Gs. Captain Ridgeway is the Political 
Officer with the DWiBioii. 

This force is of sufficient strength to hold its own against any 
force that can possibly bo gathered together on the Ghas’uii Road, 
but it seems unlikely that it wil] inoet with any serious opposition 
in that quarter. Mahomed Jan*B faction has boon so split up, 
that he will have difficulty in raising largo hodios of men in future, 
particularly as the eyes of the Kohistaihs, Cabulis, Logaris, and 
Safis are all turned northwards, Abdur Rahman’s movements 
beyond the Hindu Kush being far more discussed than any tribal 
warfare towards Ghazni, To-day heliograms from Argandeh are 
to the effect that Mahomed Jan has fled to Narkh, the valley 
wherein are Bahadur lOian’s villages visited by us in November 
last. Two thousand men under Abdul Gaffur, a local moollah of 
some importance, aro said to have assembled there ; but unless 
this force is increased tenfold, no opposition worthy of the name 
can be shown to General Eoss» Mahomed Jan’s parting shot was 
a summons to all the Kohislaui malUa to raise their followers and 
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inarch to Ghazni to resist the Camlahar force— a summons^ it; i>s 
ncGclless to say, which will not be obeyed, as the Jvobistanis arc 
not foolish cnonoh to ^hace themselves in a position wiicro they 
Avoiild be cut off from their homes. Mahomed Hasan ICliau and 
General Karim Khan have gone to Logar to get men together. 
The Ghazni faction is on the horns of a dilemma, and the next 
few weeks will probably see our troops promenading through 
Wardak and Logar, collecting revenue and supplies, without any 
show of resistance to our orders. Of course, if Abdur Ilahman 
makes a demonstration at Gliarikar, there may be another out- 
burst of fanaticism ; but, so far as wo can judge, that adventurer 
is not too anxious to cross the Hindu Kush until matters are a 
little more advanced. If he can see his way to secure the Amir- 
ship easily without fighting, ho will certainly make overtures to 
Sir P. Roberts. The rumour that he is ruuniiig short of funds 
is very significant in itself; he cannot keep an army together 
unless he has the menus wherewith to pay his sepoys, and he 
is too shrewd to risk a failure by pushing his force too far south 
when our army is within five marches of Charikar, We are more 
on Aho alert now than we have been since the events of December, 
and the Koliistanis know this perfectly well, though, perhaps, 
they do not know that General Maepherson’s Rrigade is to beheld 
in readiness to move out at an hour’s notice should local disaliec- 
tion require such a stop. 


22i}cl Aprih 

General Ross .has reached Kila Durani, one march from 
Sheikhabad, withont serious opposition, Por the benefit of all 
humanitarian critics, I may state that strict orders have beeii given 
under which hostile villages are only to be punished by the de- 
struction of their towers and fortified places : the houses of the 
tribesmen will in all cases be spared. Such grain and stores as we 
require will be taken~a very mild way, indeed, of living upon 
the country/’ We pay such exorbitant prices for everything we 
buy, that the few maunds of corn taken in this way cannot prove 
any serious loss to the tribesmen. 

In addition to tho column co-operating with Sir Donald Stewart, 
it has been found advisable to ^end a small force to Oharasia* 
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^riiia ia iiiado up of t^yo guns F-A, Tloyal Horao Arlillory, a wiugof 
the 92 iicl Higlilnncloi'S, and the whole of the Criiidcs, cavalry and 
infantry. The reason for this slop ^Yas that Mahomed JTasaii 
Kliau was ihi’catciung all villagers who ^Yero sending in supplies 
to Shcrpiu’ from Logar, and the roads had become very unsafe for 
all The case of the Khan of Kushi will shoYV very clearly 

the state of Logar at tho present mom out, and the awkward 
position in which maliks friendly to tho British are placed. 
This old man did all ho could to aid our advance when wo crossed 
the Shutargardan in September, and ho, has since rcraaiiiod faith- 
ful to his promises made to us, A few days ago ho canio hi to 
Sherpur, and asked for advico, his caso being that Tfasan Khan 
Imd ordered him to send all his fighting men to Baraki Eajaii 
and to furnish supplies for tho levies being raised in Logar. Tho 
Khan would not obey the order, and Hasan Khan thou threatened 
to deslroy his villages and sei^io all his goods. The threat may 
have been an idle one, but still it was enough to intimidate the 
incthk. He was told to return to his homo and to keep Hasan 
Khan in play for a few days, Avhen the advanco of General Boss 
upon Sheikhabad, and General Stewart’s arrival at Ghazni, would 
prohahl}^ cause tho dispersion of any hands nndor Hasan Khan, 
In tho meantime, to hasten this dispersion, and to keep tho mads 
from Logar to Cahiil open, Ooloiiol Jenkins was ordered to 
Charasia, and there he is now oncampod waiting for orders. Tho 
effect upon the disorderly spirits in Logar has been most lioalthy. 
They dread an incursion into their valley on both sides, and they 
are now anxious to renounce Hasan Khan and all his works. 
Them are always men to bo found in ga cry tribe ripe for advontiiro 
and guerilla warfare, and it seems probable that Hasan Khan still 
has Beveral hundred of these about, and intends harassing 
picqnets and rear-guards wheneY^er opportunity offers. Ho has 
alw^ays a road of escape open tow'ards Ziirmut or the Shutargar- 
dan ; and unless the maliks turn him out of their villages, he will 
continue to foment discontent in Logar until the Ghazni and 
Sheikhabad Forces have united and swept through the valley to 
Kiishi. The people are willing and, indeed, anxious to send 
supplies to Cahul, as the prices paid by us are abnormally high ; 
but until the presence of our troops frees the headmen from all 
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foar of lopiisalB by Hasau Kliaiij the flow of gmiii and caltla to 
Ciibul will be sluggish and uiicortaiii. 

From the north the news of Abdnr lialimaids movomGiifcs is still 
meagre in the extreme ; but the explanation most probably of 
this is, that ho is waiting for events to bo a little more distinctly 
shaped in Cabul before he plays his trump card and formally 
demands the Amir&hip. Ho has sent circulars to all tlio leading 
chiefs in Ivohistan and the (Jahul province, upon whose goodwill 
he thinks he can count ; and having thus put his claims forward, 
he is content to rest upon his arms and make his position in 
Turkistaii and about Kuiiduz secure before venturing over the 
Hindu Kush, blis intentions towards the British may be looked 
upon as unformed so far : they will depend upon the spirit in 
which his claims are received. If wo decline to have anything to 
say to him — which is extremely unlikely, as it is rumoured that a 
Mission is to he sent to Ivnndnz from Sherpur— he will either raise a 
ndw jehad j or will wait until we have left Cahul, and then quietly 
swoop down upon any nominee wc have placed on the throne, 
and ti'y his fortune once more for the Amirship. If, on the con- 
trary, w^e make our usual philanthropic oflers of friendship, and 
invito him to come forward find state his case, leaving it to the 
decision of the chiefs and people, ho will unquestionably meet us 
half-way, and trust to his old popularity gaining him an easy 
triumph. liis mainstay is Kohisiaii, whoi^ce he looks to receive 
arms, money, and moii; and, &o far as can ])g judged, tbe 
Kohistanis favour liis claims unreservodly. Knowing this, it lias 
been all the more imperative that 'wo should induce the Koliistani 
chiefs to come in and make their wishes known : as, once Abdur 
Eahman is secured in the interests of the British, and his claims 
all()\ved by the majority of the tribesmen, our political difficulties 
would begin to clear away. An agent, Kossalder Mahomed Afzul 
of the 11th Bengal Lancers, Avas sent by m into Kohistan to 
confer Avith the mallkSi and he has been successful in bringing 
between seventy and eighty of theao men to Cabul. The chief 
among those are Jahbar Khan, G-holam Hyder Khan, andKhwaja 
Abdul Kadir, and it is no secret that they are friends of Abdnr 
Bahman. Mr, Lepol Griffin received them in Durbar yesterday, 
and took from Gholam Hyder a paper signed not only by the 
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maliks present, but by Surwar Khan Parwaiii, Mir BuLclia, aiul 
the remainder of tlio Koliistaiii chiefs. Unclor the seals of all 
those men Grliolam Jdyder was appointed their niuuthpieco to con- 
fer Avith the British, against ^YUom all idea of eimuLy was dis- 
avowed. Surwar Khan and the other absentees promised also Unit 
if tho vifihLs reported favourably upon their reception at Kherpnr, 
they also would corao in. The Durbar was not of the formal 
kind at which the Wardak and Logar chiefs wore received, it being 
understood that tho Kohistanis should hereafter formulate their 
requests, and make them known at a later period. The behaviour 
of the maliks was all that could be wished; and Clhohmi 
Hyder in a temperate and respectful speech, thanked M r. Griffin 
for the consideration with which ho and his friends had been 
treated, and eamesily hoped that a satisfactory aiTangemcut wonld 
he come to, and that perfect friendliness would ho established. The 
chief certainly seemed sincere enough, and his words were received 
with marked approval by Ms brother maliks, who nodded an 
affirmative as he quietly stated their desire to aid tho British in 
creating a stable Government in Cabnl. Tho maliks will remain 
in Cahnl for several days, and it is probable that in a few days the 
other chiefs will come in. and then an answer can ho given to their 
representations, which are sliaped in tho form of a roqncst, that 
Abdur Ealiman’s claims to the Amirship be lavourahly ontertainod 
by the British. 


^{Mfi ApriL 

Tho foraging parties sent out by General Boss were fired at 
in the Narkh Valley and, on the Bamiaii Koad leading from 
Maidan, and in consequence of this the Umur Khel Ghikais were 
punislied by a force being sent into the Darra Narkh. They met 
vAth no opposition, and having destroyed ono of Bahadur Khan’s 
towers, they rejoined the main body. 

After tho punishment of the Umur Khol, General Boss 
marched from Maidan and encamped, on 21sfc April, at 7Gla Shcr 
Mahomed, more commonly called Kila Dnraiii, about two miles to 
the south of the Oabul river, which Avas found to bo easily ford- 
able. There were the remains of what must once have been a 
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liandsomo bridge, bui timo and neglect had made it a complete 
ruin. News were brought in of a combination of all the neigh- 
bouring tribes, and of an intended attach to be made upon threo 
sides. Mahomed Jan, with a large force of Wardaks, was to 
appear from the south ; Mahomed Hasan Khan, with the Logan's, 
was to try a flank attack from the cast ; while Bahadur Khan and 
Abdul Gaflur w'ere to direct the moyements of the Maidanis and tho 
Umur Khel from the hills to tho west. The combination seemed 
to bo one so likely to take place, that every precaution was taken 
by General Boss : the camp was made as compact as possible, 
entrenchments were thrown up, and the troops were ready to turn 
out at the first alarm. A night attack on the 21 sh \Yas fully 
expected, hut no alarnr was given, and on the following morning 
tlie force marched onwards to Sar-i-Topc, ten miles, This left 
tho Maidan villages seventeen miles in rear ; and it became daily 
more apparent that the tribesmen meditated some kind of attack 
along the road. Parties of men crowmed the hills on the west, 
imd fired at long ranges upon tho column ; hut such bullets as fell 
near our men wore all spent, and but little notice was taken of so 
harmless a demonstration, Tho road ran through a valley two 
or three miles broad, with a gradual ascent the w'holc way. Onco 
only a party of men ventured down the hill sides, probably to get 
within range of tho column, hut a shell from the Hazara Moim- 
tain Battery dispersed them, and their comrades were not hold 
enough to repeat tho manmuvre. At 9 a.m, Sar-i-Tope was 
reached, the camping ground being at an elevation of about 8,000 
feet, and tho Shcr-i-Dahan Pass, north of Ghazni, could be seen. 
Before noon a heliograph flash was noticed on the Sher-i-Dahan 
Kotal, and Lieutenant Whistler Smith's signallers were soon in 
communication with tho advanced party af the Candahar column. 
The first message which linked the two forces together was sent 
in the name of Sir Donald Stewart, and was as follo^vs i — 

^‘On tli 0 lOtli fhe div'isioa undGr my command, wbile marcliing from Mtishalii, 
encountered an avmetl gabbering of Andavis, Tarakis, Suleiman Kheyls and other iribes- 
incn, who mimhared Bomo 15,000 men, hoiso and foot. Preparation was made to 
attack the strong position held by the enemy at Ahmed Khel, twenty-three tniles south 
of Grhazni, wheii a body of soma 3,000 fanatic swordaraeii poured down on our troops, 
spreading out beyond either flanks of our line, The fighting kateJ one hour, after wliioh 
tho entire bo(ly of the enemy spread broadcast over the eountry, Tbe pToteotmn of the 
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baggage prevoniod pursuit by llie cavaliy, Tlio division^ Jio^\ovtn•, maicliod loiw.ud 
nine miles to Njuii after llie eiigngeiuentj and tlio day before }eHtoHl ay, the the 
advanced cavalry entered Gha/ni. Over 1,000 of the enemy’s (load were counted on the 
giound, and tlieii’ loss in killed iind wounded is staled bo he CasnalLit^ on oin- 

hide ; 17 hilled and 115 wounded. Thg following are iha voundod i—Limiteiiant 
Young, Tilth IJengal LancerH, dangerously; Captain Corbitt, K.U.A., scveidy ; Lieu- 
teiuint-Golonel Lavvson, SUtli Foot, Colonel Yoike, Tilth Hengal Laueers, LioiiLenant 
Watson, 50th Foot, Lieutenant Stewart, 2iid Punjab Cavalry, all hligbll;i. No olliccis 
killed- All woumlod are doing well,” 


Thisgooil iicwH had scarcely reacliod Sherpur ^\llon ilic caiiiou- 
ineiit was thrown into a state of eKcitonicnt hy a sharp light at 
Oharasia, The discontented tribesmen in Lognr, foreseeing that in 
a very short time they would have in their midst a t'orco whicli tlu'y 
could not hope to contend against, madci a desperate cdlbri to cut up 
Colonel Jeiildns’a party at Gharasia. Since the anxious days of 
December, no such excitement has been felt at Sherpur as that of 
yesterday morning, when it bccainG known that tho iliglilandcrs 
and Guides were hotly engaged beyond the Saugd-Nawishtu. defile, 
and tluit Genoinl Maephorson was ordered to march to their assist- 
ance. The cantonment w'as all astir, and the BOtM:oL orders 
which had been issued when General lloss inoYed out Avoro at 
once put into execution. The 2nd J^rigade, under General Baker, 
know that in the event of General Macpliersoii’s brigade leaving 
Hlierpnr, they had to take charge of all tlio ])OBts held by the 
92nd Highlanders, d5Lh Sikhs, and 28th ruiijabcea ; and ])ctwcen 
eight and nine o’clock tho 72iid Highlanders, Ih’d Sikhs, 5tli 
Ghoorkas, and 5tli Panjah Tnfuntiy, were all fulling iu and being 
told off to tbeir respective stations. Of the hhiropoans 100 wont 
to Port Siali Sung, 120 to Fort Onslow (llie fort on the eastern 
end of Bomaru Heights), 100 to the fort on Asiuni Heights, and 
250 to the Bemaru Gorge as the reserve, Avhere also two guns of 
G-3 were placed, commanding the maulan boLweeii tho gorge and 
the Wazirabad Lake, The iiativo regiments also furnisliod parties 
for Asmai, Siah Sung, and the detached forts about it, and manned 
the block-houses and defences at tho eastenr and Avestern opds of 
the cantonment. The gate guards were strengthened by small 
parties hold iu reserve, and one might have imagined that SheT-pur 
was 011 the eve of a second siege, These precautions Avero neces- 
sary, as our spies had brought in news of G,000 or 8,000 XCohis- 
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tains being in tlie neighbourhood of Eaba Kuch Kar, and Shalihaz 
Khan, our Governor of Koli-Dainaii, had sent in alarming 
reports of Mir Butcha’s and Surwar Khan’s intentions. They 
were said to intend a sudden attack upon Sherpur ; and although 
Mir Butcha had written in to say that his iutentiona were not 
hostile, and that he would shortly visit General Eoberts to pay 
his respects, it was deemed wise to take every precaution, and to 
he ready to chock the Kohistanis if they crossed the Paen Minar 
or other ]ioial^ to the north of the cantonment. The picquet of 
100 men of iho 28th Punjab Infantry were withdrawn from Paen 
Minar, and a troop of cavalry sent out to watch the road from 
Koh-l)aliman, Parties of signallers were stationed on all the com- 
manding points in our chain of defences, and a sharp look-out 
'was kept in every direction. From Butkhak and Luttahund 
all was reported quiet ; while towards Pughman and Argandeh 
not a sign of any tribesmen being on the move could be detected. 
The interest, therefore, was concentrated upon Charasia, with 
which wo 'were in lieliographic communication, Colonel Jenkins 
signalling up to the fort on the Sherderwaza, and the message 
being flashed down to the Bignallers on the Generars gateway. 
The news first sent in was that 2,000 to 3,000 tribesmen had 
opened fire upon the camp at daybi’eak, and that their attack had 
since been developed in force. At 9.50 Colonel Jenkins hclio* 
graphed that his loss up to that time had been three killed and 
seven wounded, that he was holding his own well, but that the 
enemy were being reinforced from the Zahidabad direction. By 
this time General Macplierson was on the move, and General 
Hugh Gough was also getting together a force to act in support. 

General Maepherson took with him the wing of the 92nd High- 
landers (278 rifles), still remaining in Sherpur, the whole of the 
45th Sikhs (555 rifles), and four guns of Swinley's mountain 
battery. A troop of the 3rd Punjab Cavalry escorting hvo guns 
of the screw battery w^ere also ordered out to join him. The road 
to Beni Hissar was tho route folJowed by the Brigadier, and in 
passing the Bala Hissar he was joined by 104 men of his old 
regiment, tho 2nd Ghoorkas. Highlanders, Bikhs, and Ghoorkas, 
marched along in splendid stylo, and, making only one halt, they 
debouched upon the open ground beyond the Sang-i-Nawdshta 
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defile just after the midday gun had been fired. Two companies 
of Sikhs were left to hold the defile. General Hugh Gough 
followed with four guns of F-A, Koyal Horse Artillery, oscorled by 
a troop of the 9th Lancers, two squadrons of tlio 17th Bengal 
Cavalry, and a wing of the 28tli Punjabcoa. These wore halted at 
Beni ITissar, ready to move on in support if the rcsistanco made 
by the Logaris necessitated such a stop. Of the other troops of 
the garrison it will ho enough to say that the 6 7th Foot and the 
remainder of the 2iul Ghoorkas were holding the Bala Hissar and 
Sherclerwajja Fort. The heavy battery of 40-poundors was in 
position in the Siah Bung Fort. 

The force under Colonel Jenkins comprised two guns F-A, a 
wing of the 92nd Highlanders (2G6 hayoucts), and the Corps of 
Guides (2G0 so^vars and G14 sepoys). As I mentionod in a 
previous letter, this party had been detached from Sherpur to 
watch the Lognv Yalloy and keep open the road, as Mahomed 
Hasan Khau had stopped supplies coming in to Cabiil, The 
object had boon fully gained, and it was iniendod to move hack the 
troops to cantonments yesterday. In fact, on Saturday Colonel 
Jenkins received instructions from Sir F. Kohorts to hold himsch 
in readiness to move at a minute’s notice, the rumours circulating 
about the Kohiatanis having given rise to those orders. It was 
well known that bands of men had gathered in Logar from tho 
villages about Hisarak, and on Saturday horsemen were soon 
some miles away in the direction of our old cam])ing-grouiul near 
Zahidabad. It -was not expected, however, that any attack in 
force would bo made, bub Colonel Jeukins was on the alert, and 
before daybreak yesterday morning he had his troops uiidox' arms, 
a few shots fired about five o’clock warning him that tho Logaris 
wore lurking about. His camp was pitched to tho east of the 
Gharasia villages, and was from 1,000 to 1,300 yards distant from 
the hills which shut off tho Logar river from the Kushi-Gahul 
Eoad. In his rear was a low hill overlooking ajheel on tho east, 
while still further to the north was Whitens Hill,” wdiicli Major 
White and a company of the 92nd Plighlanders stormed on 
October Gth. These hills command the road leading to tho 
SangJ-Nawishta defile, and might serve as rallying points for a 
force hard pressed by an enemy advancing by the south. On 
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Colonel Jenkins’s right flank were two walled enclosures and the 
Chaiasia orchards ; while on his left was a precipitous range of 
hills, with three high peaks, distant 1,300 yards from his camp. 
To the south was open country, through which the Kushi Eoad 
runs, the said road being flanked two deep ditches or nullahs^ 
affording excellent cover for an enemy. 

The first shots fired into the camp were from the range of hills 
on Colonel Jenkins’s left flank, and as the enemy had breech- 
loading rifles, the bullets reached their mark without difficulty. 
Upon the first alarm the tents were struck, and the baggage- 
animals loaded up ready for a move. With daylight it was seen 
that tho tliree-peaked-rango was lined with men, who had 
their standards planted, and were plainly determined to make an 
attack. Their fire increased horn dropping shots to a brisk 
fusillade, and the baggage-animals were ordered to retire, with 
tents, ike., to the foot of the hill I have mentioned as lying in 
advanco of White’s lIiJl, As escort, half a company of the Gfind 
Highlanders under Captain Napfler, and a company of the Guides, 
were told off. Captain Napier occupied the lull, building a sungar 
for the protection of liis man, and the baggage remained in safety 
below with a guard. Tn front of the camping-“ground was a kare^ 
(a line of \valls connected by an underground tunnel), and the 
earth excavated from this furnished tho only cover possible for 
the infantry, wdio were extended by Colonel Jenldns in the shape 
of a semicircle, bo as to hold the enemy on the hills in check, and 
also bloclc an advance along the road. Major White was in com- 
mand of the Highlanders, and tho disposition of the men, it is 
almost needless to say, w^as admirably made. They held the front 
of the position. To guard liis left flank, Colonel Jenkins extended 
three companies of the Guides’ Infantry, and on his right he 
placed a troop of cavalry outside the walls ol a fort (held by 
iW'enty sepoys), ready to repel any rush that might be made from 
Charasia direction. When these dispositions had been completed, 
his strength of infantry "was practically exhausted ; the main body 
of Highlanders and Guides wore lying along the line of the kaveZi 
and ho had only half a company of Guides as his reservef The 
two guns of J?-A took up a position about 400 yards in the rear of 
the infantry, and the oavahy, again, formed up in rear oftheguns.r 
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Tho troops wore debarred from aiiytliing but acting on ilic tlcfeii- 
aivGj as their baggage would have had to be saciilicod if an attempt 
had been mado to storm the hills, l^esides, as nows of iho im- 
ponding action had been heliogrnphed to tho Bhovderwiua Fort 
and rein foi cements been asked for, tho main ohject was to hold 
the tribesmen ill chock until sufficient tioops should arrive to sweep 
them from their positions. 

The enemy were bold cnongb at first, and gradually worked 
down the slopes of the range to within 800 or 900 yards’ range, 
Avliile at the same time the more determined of their nnniber, led 
hy glmzis, worked along the ditches fianking tho Kashi Road, and 
planted their standards within 200 yards of our lino of skirmishers. 
Their nuinhcrs were estimated at first at ahout 2,000, but sonio 
reinforcement B began to arrive, and they pusbod their sldiiniahcrs 
into the Cliarasia orchards, whence a sharp lire was directed upon 
the camping gronud. The infantry wore well proLocied by the 
harez mounds, but tho cavalry and guns were exposed to a heavy 
cross-lire from the orcJiards, the hillside, nnd tho ditches in front. 
One of the artillery horses having hecn shot, and several sowars 
hit, it was thought well to remove the guns 400 yards nearer the 
hill occupied hy Ca])taiii Napier. This was accordingly clone, and 
the gunners under Lienteiiani Wodeliouso found shelter in a 
ditch, whence they could train their guns upon the enemy, wliilo 
quite out of range ihemsclvcs. The cavalry could not sock tho 
same protection, as Colonel Jenkins relied upon ihmn to check any 
rush by ibo ghazis attacking him in front* Tho sowars and thoir 
officers lijid therefore to remain under a heavy fire for several hours, 
200 or 300 yards in rear of the line of skinnislierB, and their 
losses were proportionally heavy, both in men and horses. No 
more trying position for cavalry can lu‘ imagined than waiting 
helplessly in the open until their time shall come, and it speaks 
well for the sowars that they never iliiichcd, but kept quietly on 
the move baclcwards and forwards until their numhers wore sadly 
thinned. The severity of the fire can be understood from tho 
fact that throe mounted officers, Major White, Lientonant T)ic)c 
Canyngham (of the 92nd Highlanders), and Lieutenant .Robert*- 
son (of the Commissariat Department), who wore between the 
infantry and cavalry, had all little casualties to report. Major 
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TV bite’ 8 horse was shot ihrougli the cheek, a bullet struck Lieu- 
tenant Dick Cuuyngham’s saddle, and Lieutenant Eobertson liarl 
his coat-sleeve torn and his hold-glasses smashed by a bullet. 
Colonel Jenkins’s horse was also shot, and the GnidcB’ cavalry lost 
eight horses killed and twenty-four wounded — one^enth of their 
sowars were reall}^ put out of action. I have dwelt thus particu- 
larly utmti this class of casualties simply to prove tbe resolute way 
in which the tribesmen attacked, and the mischief they can do 
with good rifles in their hands, Our skirmishers they could 
scarcely touch, and the men were well under shelter, and exposed 
themselves as little as possible. The steady courage of the 92 ik] 
Highlanders made light of 2,000 or 3,000 men being in front, and 
their picked shots accounted for many of the gliaj^is, ^\bo tried to 
advance beyond the shelter of the friendly ditches on their side of the 
road. Once or twice it seemed as if a rush were meditated ; the 
tom-ioim were beaten, bugles sounded the advance, and standards 
were waved ; bub this only brought upon the eneniy a more rapid 
fire from our men, and a few additional shells from our horse- 
artillery guns. The movements of the attacking force were directed 
with some skill, 200 or 300 horsemen keeping up communication 
with the party on the hill and the skirmiBhers in the orchards ; 
and it was believed that, vdieii larger reinforcementB arrived from 
Logar, an attempt w^ould he made to close round in the rear of 
Colonel Jenkins, and cut off his retreat. By noon this movement 
was beg nning to bo very apparent, as the orchards about Charasia 
were swarming with men ; but tho opportunity never really 
arrived, for General Maepherson with bis reinforcfiroents soon put 
an Olid to the whole affair. 

General Mac23horfon, and with him about 1,000 nion (of whom 
555 wero of the 45fch Sikhs), and four guns now came up ; and 
his first movement w’as to clear the orchards. The two companies 
of the 2ud Gboorkas under Captain Hill turned off the road to 
the right, over the irrigated laud, and made for the Charasia 
orchards, wherein they were soon hotly engaged. The wing of 
the 92nd under Colonel Parker marched on a few hundred yards 
further along the road and then also turned off to the right, so as 
'to prolong the Ghoorka line of skirmishers and enfilade the 
enemy’s first line. The Sikhs kept straight on, and, as they 

0 0 
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advancod, the 92ud under Major White and the Guidos’ infantry 
rose from the shelter of the Uirtz, and all three regiments went 
up at the hills from which the cnomy had annoyed Colonel Jenkins 
for nearly seven hours. The whole movement was carried out to 
perfection; our force swept onward in the shape of a fan, and 
cleared orchards, hills, and open country of every armed man. A 
plucky charge was made by the Ghoorkas : General Maephersou 
sent word that he wished a hill cleared of the enemy without further 
firing, and Captain Hill telling his men what was expected of them, 
the brave little fellows iixod bayonets, gave a cheer and carried the 
hill. 

The Guides’ Cavalry wore sent out into the open over the low 
Oliildukhteran Koiiil on the Kushi Road, and succeeded in killing 
some thirty stragglers. The main body kept to the near ranges 
of hills, or sought refuge in aidlahs and ravines intersecting 
them. The mountain guns got into action, and made good 
practice whorovor any small groups of fugitives collected, and by 
two o’clock the tribesmen were scattered and were making their 
way as best they could along the hills out of roach of oiir cavalry 
and artillery. Their loss mnst have boon very heavy, as over 100 
bodies were counted on the ground, and they had oaridod off many 
others during the morning. In the ditchos where the ghazis had 
planted their standards, within 200 yards of our men, more than 
twenty bodies were found, lying just as they had fallen. These 
were nearly all men shot througli tlio head, showing the good 
practice made by our advanced sldnnishorB, Our expenditure of 
Martini and Snider ammunition was over 70,000 rounds, while 
the two guns of F-A battery each fired forty-eight rounds. Our 
loss in men was severe for such a skirmish ; 92nd Highlanders, 
one killed, seven wounded (ono mortally) ; F-A, Royal blorso 
Artillery, one wounded; Corps of Guides, four killed, twenty-one 
wounded ; 45th Sikhs, two wounded ; total, five killed, thirty-one 
wounded. Of the Guides nearly all the casualties wore among 
the cavalry. ^Vheu the enemy had been thoroughly cleared off 
the ground — the cavalry pursued them four miles — orders were 
given for the whole force to return to Sherpur, end the march 
hack was accomplished without incident, except that tho Ghoorkas 
made prisoners of twelve or fifteen villagers who liad fired upon 



The Hosiile Leaders* 


387 

oiir troops. General Eoborts mot General Maepberson at Beni 
Hissar and rode back mih him to cantonments. The Kohistanis 
had remained quiet and undemonstrative during the day ; but it 
was not thought tit to allow the force to remain out at Charasia 
for the night j though our retirement cifiar a successful action is 
sure to be misconstrued by the Afghans. 

To-day it has been ascertained that the enemy’s losses were 400 
or 500, of whom at least half were killed, The Ghardoh villages 
alone are said to contain 200 dead. The leaders were Sirdar 
Mahomed Hasan Khan, ox-Governor of Jellalahad; General 
Mahomed Karim Khan; Padshah Khan, GMkai ; Mahomed 
Shah Khan, of Kalunga ; and minor mediks of Barald llajaii 
and Charldi. Tho body of men they commanded was 5,000 
strong, and included Logaris, men of Gliardeh, Safis from Tagao, 
Kohistanis, and Ghilzais from Padshah Khan’s villages. It 
seems a pity that a faithless scoundrel like Padshah Khan cannot 
meet with his deserts. Pie was forgiven for fighting against us 
in Docomher, and now he coolly breaks his word with us again, 
and collects his men and attacks our troops as if he had never 
received any subsidy from us. Hasan Khan’s follow'ers were 
well armed, many with Bniders and Enfiedds, and a few with 
Martini rides, bullets from the latter being picked up by some of 
our officers. 

To-day (Monday) all is quiet again, hut our picquets are still 
stationed on Asmai and the Bemaru Heights. 


0 c 2 
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OHAPTEU xxvrr. 

General Ross at Sydabjid-“-Skh'niw]iefi witk llitJ Knemy— Junction oi the Cabul and 
Caiulahar Forces --Sir Donald Stewait assuincs CDiiiniand in Northern Afghanistan 
- “Ulr. Lepcl Giiifln and the Kolustanl OiiicCs -A Ihitish Mission sent (0 AIxlur 
ILihman Khan at Kunduii— Sir Donald Stew.iit’s Marcli from Cainhihar to Ghazni 
— Attitude of the Tubes cn route — The Ilazaia Contingent — Scnieily of Supplies — 
The Datlle of Ahmed Khel — Gtcnenil Stewart’s Founation of Attach — StiongUi of 
the A) gh an Force— Attack by Ghazis—Deloat and Di.spoisiun of II10 Enemy— The 
Afghan Loss — The Maich to Nani — Capture of LThazui—Actiou of Ui/.oo — A Seeoud 
Victoiy — ]\rnshk-i-Akni’,s Plan'-. 

Majj 2nd, 1880. 

OkneFvAL Itoss liad to (dear ilio liilla about his oaiup iit Hjdubad 
oil two occjiHions prioi’ to Gciieriil Sir Douabl SLowaid/s forco 
arriving from Gha^iiii, but there M't'vc searcely uiiy casualties on 
our side. It Avould seem that 1,500 or 2,000 men gathered on 
the hills to tlie west of ilu'. cam]') at Sydaliad on tlio 2r»tli, and 
built snngars on several ridges, as if with the intern iiou of lioldiiig 
their position to tlie last, To clear these liills a slroug body of 
our troops, made up from the 0th ITiot, 2nd Cihoorkas, and 2dtli 
ITiiijabees, with sonio of the inouiitaiii guns, wore sent out, and 
they soon drove the enemy from the ridges. The sinifjnrB were 
first shelled, and thou a rush jiuulc up the hills. Tlic Afgluins 
had a few gluizis among their uambor, as is usually the case, 
and these stood to thoir post and wore shot down ; but the main 
body fled in confusion. The (Tlioorkas killed sixhiou men in a 
nuLlnhi and altogether forty bodies Avero counted on the ridges. 
Our loss was one Ghoorka killed and two Avounded. On tlic foh 
lowdiig day, Monday the 2Gth, the eiioiny again shoAVed on tlie 
hills, and again our men had to chaso them away, tAAU) compaiiios 
of the 23rd Pioneers sharing this time in the climbing. Again 
the enemy fled in confusion fi'om ridge to ridge, losing ten or 
tAvelve killed, Much to the disgust of our men, the Afghans 
AA'ould not Avait to come under the fire of our Martinis and Sniders 
at 200 or 300 yards ; the shells from the mountain guns being 
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effective in scattering any groups vlnch for a few momonts held 
togotlier. After this tlic overt resistance on the part of the 
moollah, Abdul CraHur, v'as at an end, and ]\LiLomod dan and 
Hasan Lilian were no longer heard of. A force visited Lnngar, 
and destroyed the vioollah’s forts, oLtainiug some small amount of 
loot in the shape of books and cliina. Sir Donald Stewart’s force 
left Gha^^ni on April 25tb, having had a second action with fdm 
enemy at Urzoo, seven miles from Ghazni. On the 29tli of April 
General Doss started for ]\Iaidau with his force, winch had been 
joined by the heavy battery of 40-poundcrs belonging to the 
Candahai* column. Sir Donald Stewart, with Colonel Chapman, 
Chief of his Stair, accompanied General Ross. A'esterday (Hay 
1st) the force inarched to Ivila Gliolam Ilyder, 011 the Oabul side 
of Argandeli. The Candahar column turned off from Sludkhalied 
into Logav, where it will probably stay, collecting rG\exiue and 
supplies for the next few weeks. As it is over (),{)00 strong, it is 
3\ot likely to meet with much opposition ; and, indeed, it is stated 
that the chief Logari vkiHIh have already made their submission . 
To-day General lioss marched to Shoipur; the elephant battery 
is located in Bberpur, Avliile General Gough's Brigade is again 
G II camped on Siah Sung. General Sir Donald Stewart arrived at 
about ten o’clock. Sir D. Roberts and Staff and Mr. Lepel Grilliu 
rode out a few miles to meet him, and lie ivas received at the 
head-quarters gate by a guard of honour of the 92nd Highlanders. 
A salute of fifteen guns is to be fired in his honour to-morrow 
iiionhng. To-day he has taken over the command from Sir V, 
iiolicrts, a divisional order announcing that lie comiuandh the 
whole of the troops in Northern Afghanistan, 

In regard to political matters here, we seem to have come to 
the end of our negotiations with tribesmen pure and simple, for 
the hundred Kohistani mciliks ivho have been staying in Cabul 
were dismissed to tlieir homos on Saturday by Mr. Lepel Griffin. 
The text of his speech in Durbar was as follows : — 

^‘Yoiu' paper o£ requests has been carefully couaUciVtl, and until boiiie Jecisioa is 
given by the Government It is your duty, ami it 'will be bo your advantage, to roraain 
(pi let in your villages. Do not vainly imagine you will oUain anything by olamour and 
opposition. You have seen that the people of Ghazni, logar, Maidan and Wardak have 
mP been able to withstand /or a moment tlia British arms, and have bean punished for 
their hostility, TIic only fruit of thdr opposition is that they liave to pay every penny ; 
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tlipiv jcyouuo would otborwise liave beon veinittGcl. You wUl tell ilioso oi your loadora 
\vho arc not now present tliab ilio Ilritihli OovGriimoiit will not Lolovalo diHlurbamjca, and 
ooUceUous of armed men in Uic ucii^libcinliood at Oalml, All now aayembU'd must dia- 
l>cr'iO at oncclujiiie. If they do not attend to lliis advice any iniHfovUine they fliill’cr will 
be their own fault. Two SinlavH of position arc now hein" fcont by tlio (jovcvnniontthronirli 
jvohisL.an, and you will oii'jnro their safety. The liostaf^OH bent by Mir Jlutcha as a 
l^uaranlcc of their bocurity I do nob require ; the Ihitisli aiiiiy is itself to l»o Mulheient 
j^inirantcG for the obsorvaiioo of proiniscs made l)y you. Your professions of friondsliip 
are acereditod, and you may rest assuied that vihlle the Qovernniont will at once punish 
any hostile action, its cliief desire is to bo and remain friends w'itli yon.” 

Two maliks, Mir Aglm Halubzadit and Mir (lliolani Hyder, 
%vero especially mentioned as having done good service during 
their stay, and three other minor chiefs wore Biuglcd out as 
deserving credit for aiding the Britisli Crovernmoni in iho current 
iicgotiatioiiB, The most important feature in the Dnrbav was the 
aunoiincoment that the chiefs Imd gunraiitced the safe-conduct of 
two Sirdars on Mr. Griffin’s staff through IvoliisLiui. These are 
Ibrahim Khan, Khan Ealtadur, of the J?unjab Polico, and Waffir- 
2 :ada Aff^ul Khan, Kessaldar of the Bengal Cavalry : and their 
mission is to visit Abcluv Ealiinau at Kuudu/. What -((heir in- 
structions are 1 cannot say ; but if the Koliistani chiefs, Hurwar 
Khan and Mir Butcha, have promised to ensure tlicir personal 
safety, it scorns probable that we are at last on the ovo of direct 
negotiatiou with Abdur Puihinan, who has unqucBtionahly wnn the 
goodwill of the Kohistauis. Wo can punish any broach of faith 
easily with the force now in Cabul ; and this being knoAvn to iho 
chiefs at Baba Knch Kar, iho dispersion of bands of men such as 
are now scattered about Koli-Daman is probably only a question 
of a few days. 

Ijth May, 

There is, of course, great difficulty in describing an action 
from hearsay, and in maldng at all vivid an account of severe 
fighting 01)0 has not seen ; but it is the privilege of even the 
himiblost historians to deal Avith important ovcnls almost as con- 
lidenily as the coolest eye-witness, and I meekly claim that privi- 
lege in regard to tho late action south of Ghazni. There will, 
almost of necessity, be errors in the story of the fight, hut they 
are only such as Avill arise from cans os beyond my oavh controL 
I 0m only write upon the lines laid down for mo by my inform- 
ants, and defects of omission avo more likely to occur than AVould 
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Lave been tlio case if I had been a specLaton of ilio engagement. 
This half-apology, if acce2:)tecl in iho sinrit in whirh it ia offered, 
should absolve me in the eyes of those critics who are most able 
to estimate the fairness and accuracy of the story, namely, the 
men who fought in the action. They did their work right nobly 
and well, and if a2')pi’eciation of their efforts is lacking, it will be 
rather because they are too modest to do justice to themselves than 
to any unwillingness on the ^rart of others to concede to them the 
honour they so well dc»sorve. 

Sir Donald Stewart’s march upon Ghazni was nneveniful as ftir 
as Shahjui, tlio limit of the Candaliar in'ovince, but from that 
point a change took jdace ; it began to bo understood that opjio- 
sition was likely to occur before Ghazni was readied. At Shall- 
jui the Tarald country begins, and tho mooli ahs had been so active 
in preaching a jehad that several thousand men had collected on 
the hills to tho east. These werG at first Tarakis, gluizis from 
Candahav, and contingents from Zamindaw^ar and other neigh- 
bouring districts. They kept well au^ay from tho Eritisli force, 
but marcliod day by day, parallel to it, along tlio foot of tho liigh 
hills on tho right of the yalloy along which our troo^is were 
making their way. They gathered strength daily, but it was 
deemed unwise to attack them, as they ivould probably have 
retired up tho hillsides out of reach, and our men would have 
been unable to scatter them. Besides, the baggage train of the 
column was over six miles in length (tho elephant battery with its 
bullock-teams juked to the ammunition waggons stretched away for 
a mile or more), and to have detached a brigade to make an 
attack upon the onemy would have left the l)aggago open to 
molestation from tho right flank. Tho tril)esinen, therefore, wore 
allowed to march quietly along, our spies keeping Sir Donald 
Stewart well informed of all that was ha2:)pcning in their camp. 
Their numbers, the names of their chiefs, and their irrobahle 
intentions were made known to Major Euan Smith, Political 
Officer, and from the first it was certain that they would try issues 
with the British before Ghazni was reached. The aspect of the 
country, too, showed that war was meant ; the valley was feidilo 
and well cultivated, but every village had been deserted, all sup- 
plies buried, and the women and children carried away to the hills 
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for fiafot 5 \ It vian aa if the people hatl flocl from postilonco ; tlio 
had doue their work and had bo wroup,1it upon tlio 
feaxH and iaiiaticiBm of the i^noranL pcasanlH iliat Uu'y had loffc 
their liomcB to ilio teuder moreLOH of our Holdioiy. Perhaps, also, 
it was holioved that hy cut ling otf hupplies the march iiorl-lmxrds 
might ho retarded or checked altogether ; but this belief can never 
exist again, as our foraging ])artieB unearthed the hiddou stores, 
and the troops were never really short of J'ood. Idio lenders of 
the tribesmen were Shir flan (Taraki), and j^Iahoined ABlam l{ha]i 
(Toklii), and so overawed were the vilhigerH by their throaty that 
even those who would Avillingly have traded Avith our ])ur(hasiug 
ngculs had to throw in their lot Avlth the more faiiaticad spirits. 

With the liritisli force Avere sevornl thousand Jfaznray, Avho, as 
is usually the case Avith native allies, Avero rnthor a source of 
anxiety than any real aid. They inarcliod in wild irregularity on 
the flanks of the column, and OA^ery deserted village Avas plunderod 
by them without coinpunctiou* tlTiey Unis appropruiiiCd large 
quantities of supplios which AVo\ild have Iaocai wclcomo to our 
army, and it was at times annoying to find they had cleared a 
Aullago of grain l)ofore our oayh inoii could arrive. Their iuvotorato 
hatred of the Afghans had full bAvlng, and they hailed car inarch 
upon Ghaxiii with savage satisfaction as giving tluun an opportunity 
of Aviping off old scores. Noav that they find we do not intend 
sta^dng in the country their spirits are somewhat damped, as 
their future presents nothing moro pleasing tluui a Avar of 
revenge by the southern tribesmen as soon as our armies have 
returned to India, The oxcesses likely to be committed Avhen 
that return takes place can only be thought of with pain and 
humiliation hy us, Wc may exact Avhat promises we choose from 
the now Amir, but he Avill bo helpless to chock his unruly subjects, 
and Ave cannot march again to (lahul io save the Hazaras from 
their fate. There Avill be nothing for them but to retire into the 
fastnesses of their high tabledand helAVceu liamian and Herat, 
there to hold thoir oavii until the bitterness of the vendetta shall 
have died aAvay, 

With such allies and Avith his force well on the alert, Sir 
Donald Stewart encamped at Mushald, tAAm long marches south 
of Ghazni, on the X8th of April, the enemy^s camp being a fcAV 
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miles away. Oar spies visited the camp, and rcturaed nith the 
news that on the morrow the tribesmen would attempt to drive 
hack the col Limn, and would probably take up their position on a 
low spur running eastwards from the Gul Koli ]\roimtains and 
dominating the road. With this warning to guide him, Sir 
Donald Stewart formed his order of march, so as to place his 
infantry on his left flank, upon which the brunt of the attack 
would he likely to Ml. It should ho remembered that the 
column was marching in a valley running almost clue north and 
south, and that the road from Mushald was much nearer tlie hills 
on the west (or left flank) than the Shilghur ranges on the east. 
The order of march from Mushald was as follows : — 


IDfch Bengal Lancers, 300 aabres. ^ 

A-B, Iloyal Hoise Arlillary, six D-pi’* guns. Leading biigade 

19th Punjab Native Infantry, 470 Eitles. under the cmii- 

Pichl Force r 1 coiiiijany 2-60th lUflea, OJ llifles. y mand oE DrigA-* 

Head- ^ 1 company 25tli Punjab Native Infantry, 85 rifles. / Oier-Geiieml C. 

quill tcra. 11 troop Iflth Bengal Lancers, oO sabres. H, Palliser, C.B. 

Nos. 4 and 10 ConipanicH Bengal Sapi:)ers and Miners, SO rifles, j 


n9th Foot, 43d rifles. 

3j*tl Ghoorka Regiment, 289 Rifles. 


G-4tli, Royal Artillery, six 9-pr. guns* 

1 . ,-ii (T\vo40-prb. 
6-llth, lioyal Artillery, j 

2nd Punjab Cavalry, 349 sabres. 

Field Hospitals. 

Ordnance and Engineer Field Parks. 


Treasure. 

Gommis-sariat. 


Baggage. 


2-OObh Rifles, 443 Rifles. 

15th Sikha, 570 liflea. 

25th Punjab Native Infantry, 380 rifles. 

11 -11th, Royal Artillery (Mountain Battery) six 7-pr. guns. 
Ist Punjab Cavalry, 318 sabres. 


\ 

Under the com- 
mand uf Bi iga- 
dicT-CTeiierai 11. 
J. Hughes. 


1 Under the command 
' of Bjigadier - 
General R. 
Barter. 


The length of tho column was about six miles, so that the 19lh 
Bengal Lancei’s were close upon Ahmed Ehel when the rear-guard 
was leaving Mushaki. Upon nearing the spur of Iho G-uI Eoh 
hills the enemy woro seen drawn up in the shape of a huge 
parallelogram at right angles to the road and completely barring 
the way. The road passes oyer a low kotal 'just where the spur 
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loses itself in ilio valley, and li, was clear Unit Mliir Jaii and 
Maliomocl Aslain Khan moant to contost the a(lvaii(30 at this point. 
The village of Abmccl Khol was nnubed in tlio maps as lying in 
a hollow holow the spur, hut really no Yillag(3 exists, thongli tlio 
halting'place at a /lYtrc^ is called Ahmed Klich 'rho enemy wore 
three miles away when first sighted, and Sir Donald Stewart made 
his disposition to attack hy doilocting General Ilughos’s brigade 
to the left so as to face the GuhlCoh spur. A squadron of the 
19th Bengal Lancora was sent out on the oxtrouic loft to recon- 
noitre the oiiomy^s position in that diroctioii, while A-H and G-1 
baUcries were placed on the right, under escort of the 2nd Punjab 
Cavalry and the second squadron of the 19th Bengal Lancers. 
The heavy battery was baited about a mile in rear ou a low hill. 
Tho Lieuionant-Gencral and Staff with the reserve (composed of 
the 19th Puujaboes, the Suppers, and tho Gcuorars escort) wore on a 
hill in roar commanding a good view of tho country. Soon after 
seven o’clock orders were sent to General Barter to double 
forward half his infantry, and to send ou two squadrons of the Ist 
Punjab cavalry without delay* At eight o’clock the troops moved 
forward in order of battle. Tffio two batteries of artillery with 
their cavalry escort were on tho extreme right ; the 59th Foot 
wf 3 rQ in the centre of the line, witli the 2iid Sikhs ou thoir left 
flank, wdhlo the 3rd Ghoorkas were in tho extreme loft with their 
ranks dellectod a little to the rc^ar. There was a gap of 400 or 
500 yards between the artillovy and tho 59th, and to fill this up 
Sir Donald Stewart’s escort of a troop of the 19th Bengal Lancers, 
a company of the GOtli Pifles, and one company of the 25th 
Punjab Native Infantry were told off; hut oven ilion the gap could 
not altogether be filled. A company of Uio 19t]i Punjabces were 
moved to the left of A- B battery, thus protecting hotli hatierics 
at the same time. Such was tho first formation, but it was 
afterwards modified, tho guns of GrA being moved to various points 
between the iulimtry regiments, and directing their fire where vor 
the numbers of the enemy seemed to throatou persistent attack. 
The two squadrons of the 19tli Bengal Lancers wore also extended 
upon the left flank to cheek any turning movement from that 
quarter, and also a guard to two of the guns of G-4, which caiim 
into action in that quarter. The infantry wore thus flanked on 
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either hand by a battery of artillery, while the cavalry formed the 
wings, as it were, of the column ready to strike to right or left, or 
to charge on converging lines upon a common enemy in front. 
The baggage stretched away in the rear for several miles, and it was 
all-important to prevent the head of the column being oiit-llanked, 
as in such a case the line would have been broken, and a stampede 
of men and animals have taken place upon General Barter’s 
brigade. The enemy, seeing the preparations for attack, moved 
down bodily from the crest of the ridge to the lower slopes with 
standards waving and tom-toms beating; and a fah amount of 
order "svas preserved among the horsemen and foot soldiers, who 
numbered 12,000 or 1p5,000 — the Tarakis, Andaris, Suleiman 
Kheyls, and Tokhis having inusterod their lighting men in obedieiico 
to the summons of the mooUahs sent by Musbk-i-Alam. Our 
artillery (A-B and G-4) got into action and began shelling the 
slopes preparatory to the infantry attack ; but suddenly a commo- 
tion was observed in the most advanced lines of the opposing army, 
tho inoolJahs could be seen haranguing the irregular host with 
fj-aiitic energy, the beating of the tom-ioms was redoubled, and 
then, as if by magic, a wave of men — ghazis of the most des- 
perate typo — poured down upon tho plain and rushed upon 
General Stewart’s force, The main body of the Afghan army 
remained upon the hill to watch the ghazis in their reckless 
onslaught, and to take advantage of any success they might gain. 
The fanaticism of tho 8,000 or 4,000 inon who made this des- 
perate charge has perhaps never been equalled; they had 500 or 
600 yards to cover before they could come to close quarters with 
our infantry, and yet they made nothing of tho distance. They 
advanced, or rather rushed forward, in three linos ; many of the 
men were on horsebaclc, and nearly all well armed wdth tdimrs^ 
knives, and pistols. Some carried rifles and matchlocks, while a 
few — and these must, indeed, have hoen resolute fanatics— had 
simply pikes made of bayonets, or pieces of sharpened iron 
fastened upon long sticks. Tho ground right and left of our 
trooj^s Was more opon and level than that immadiaioly in front, 
and consequently the ghazis’ attack broke with greatest violence 
upon our flanks. On our loft flank the two squadrons of the 19th; 
Bengal Lancers W'ore still at the trot moving into position when 
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the ghazis rushed ainoiig fclieiii. Lancers are always at a dis- 
aclvaiitage when infantry have broken their ranks, and the 19th 
were no exception to the rule. In an instant they were lost to 
sight ill the cltnul of dust nnd smoko caused by the light ; and in 
the confusion, owing, perhaps, to some misuiidorstuod order, or to 
the men losing llioiv heads, a troop charged to the right in rear of 
the infantry line and came smashing into the 19th Punjalj Native 
Infantry, in rear of the LiGutcnant-Goneral and liis Ktaff. All 
was coufasiou for a moment; the animunitiou males were 
stampeded, and with the riderless horses of the Lancers killed or 
wounded in the mvlec, dashed into the head'C[narters’ Staif. The 
ghaziwS had continued their onward rush and were engaged in 
hand-to-hand tightiug wuLli our infantry. Some penetrated to 
within twenty yards of the spot upon which the Staff were watch- 
ing the action, and so critical ^vas the moment, that Sir Tlonald 
Stew^art and every man of his HtalF drew^ their swords and pre- 
pared for Bclf-defence. The impetAiosity of the ghazis on the left 
carried them right in rear of our infantry, and hut for the cool 
promptitude of (Jolonel Lyster, V.C., commanding the 3rd 
Ghoorkas, this rush might have had terrible results. Colonel 
Lysler formed his men into company squares, and poured volley 
after volley into the fanatics us they surged onwuLrds. In tlui 
meantime the attack had also burst all along the line, and in the 
hurry and confusion some of our men did not fix hayoncts. 

The General's escort, filling the gap between the Horse Artillery 
Battery and the 59th, were driven back, and the 59tli Avere orclorod 
to throw back tlioir right to check the rush. Tho order was so 
delivered that ft wuis undersiood to imply the retirement of the 
wdiole regiment, and the movement was carried out. Tho gliazis 
were so close that there wns a tendency to collect in groups for 
iButiml protection— a fatal course wdicn a general rush has to bo 
checked ; hut General Hughes, by his example and energy, 
checked this in time, and after a few minutes’ excitement, — aji 
excitement quite pardonable unclor the circumstimces, — our men 
settled down and began a steady and continuous foe ftom their 
breech-loaders, which swept a-way tho gliazis and covered the plain 
with dead. But there had been per.sistent haiul-to-hand fighting 
before this fire began to take eflect, for the ghazis fought with a 
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Imvcry never cxcellocl, and sold their lives as dearly as fana- 
tics can sell them. Yet the three roginients— British, Sikh, and 
G-lioorka— to whom they were exposed, held their own, the 2iid 
Sikhs, in particular, attracting the Gencrars notice for their 
splendid steadiness ill rolling hack the attack, and the main body 
of Afghans holding aloof, tlic gluizis could not hope to break our 
line. But with what grand disregard for their lives they must 
have fought is shown hy their charging to within thirty yards of 
the muzzles of Miijor Warter’s guns, and facing case and reversed 
shiapnel, which at close quarters mowed them down in scores. 
The giiniierB never flinched, but stood to their pieces manfully, 
trusting to the 2nd Pinijah Cavalry to clear the enemy away until 
the infantry lire slionld begin to ielL The charges made by 
the 2iid Punjab Cavalry were repeated again and again, and were 
as brilliant as any niado by cavalry during the whole u'ar. This 
is tlio deliberate opinion of tlio men who witnessed them, and wdio 
owed much to the sowars who kept the riglit flank safe. The 
Horse Artillery guns were retired IbO yards wdicn the first sliock 
had passed, and at a range of a few hundred yards they continued 
to Arc shell into the enemy wdth adiuirable precision. Tbc guns 
of G-4 were in a compai'atively safer position among the infantry, 
and their fire also was well directed and very effective. In 
the gap I liavG mentioned hetween A-B battery and the 59th 
Foot the Genoral’s escort Inid a tough hand-to-hand fight with a 
body of gliaziK who closed with them. Breech-loader and bayonet 
told against pistol and {uhrar, while the few sowars of the 19th 
Bengal Lancers also gave theii’ aid iiiHlio How desperate 

fclitj fighting must have been is shown by the casualties among 
the escort aloiio, which w^as merely used to give cohesion to the 
line. Tho company of the COth lost its Colour-Sergeant (Ches- 
ham) and two privates killed and a bugler 'wounded; tlio company 
of the 25th had tw'o sepoya killed, and the detachment of the 
19tli Bongfil Lancers had seven sowars woiuidech The heavy 
battery contributed its quota to the engagement as it got into 
action on a convenient piece of rising ground in roar of tho 
infantry, and shelled a hill south of Ahmed Khel spur, on 
which large masses of tlie enemy had congregated, as if meclitating 
a flank attack upon tho baggage line* In the earlj’^part of the 
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day Sir Donald Stewartj as I have said, had Sent back word to 
General Barter to hurry up with reinforcements. General Barter 
started the 1st Punjab Cavalry at a trot, and followed with the GOth 
Bifles, The 1st Cavalry arrived in time to share in the pursuit of 
tho fugitives, who had been unsuccessful in their attack upon ouv 
right flank, and many were killed before they could reach iho 
protecting slopes of tho Shilghur Hills on the east* The GOth 
formed up on the right of the 59th Foot, and the ^‘ceasefire” 
sounded just as they arrived, the enemy by that time being in full 
retreat. The cavalry pursuit had to be checked, as tho six miles 
of baggage had to be looked after ; and with so many regiments 
in advance, it was feared that detached bodies of gliazis might 
run amuck in the rear. The action had begun at nine o^clock, and 
cease fire ” sounded at ten, just an hour’s fighting ; but the 
casualties wore unusually heavy for Afghan warfare. Of the 
enemy 1,000 dead were counted on the field, and many bodies 
had been carried off : whilo their wounded must, at the smallest 
estimate, have numbered 1,000 or 1,500. Tho gliazis killed 
were all fine, handsome men, well nourished and of splendid 
physique, and their fanaticism had given them courage which 
veteran soldiers might envy. Among the dead was one woman, 
while twelve others Avere taken prisoners with arms in their hands. 
The casualties among our troops were seventeen killed, and 126 
wounded ; among the latter being six officers AvhoBG names have 
already been published. Lieutenant Young, of the 19th Bengal 
Lancers, had the misfortune to lose control over his horse, and the 
animal carried him into the thick of the ghazis, by Avliom he was 
cut down and fearfully wounded. From head to heel he was slashed 
until almost past recognition, and Avhen picked up he was believed 
to be in a dying state. The surgeons have since given better 
reports of him, and his recovery seems assured. Of tho wounded 
men, four have since died of their woiuuls, Avhich iir nearly every 
case wore tulwar or knife-cuts recoived in hand-to-hand en- 
counters. Tho 19th Bengal Lancers had fifty-three casualties, 
and twenty-four amongst the hoiAses ; the total loss of the wholo 
cavalry brigade was more than 100, and from seventy to eighty 
horses. 

The Hazaras, seeing the Afghans in MI flight, pursued them 
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^YitIl ardour, and thoir knowledge of the couiiiry gave them an 
iidvantage European troops could not hope to possess. How they 
harassed tlio fagitives only their own kinsmen will cvei’ know, 
as pursuers and pursued disappeared into the hills very fihorlly 
after the action came to an end. The prisoners taken after the 
light were dealt with by Major Euan Smith, Political Officer, all 
the wounded being treated by our surgeons and taken onwards 
towards Ghazni. Two ghuzis only had to be shot; they were 
fanatics of too exalted minds to accept mercy, and when promised 
liberty in return for an undertaking to go quietly to their homes, 
they simply cursed nil Kafirs, and swore to kill a Feringhi the 
instant they should be released. In justice to our men, their 
lives had to bo taken, as Candaliar exporionco has Bhaw 2 i that 
such fanatics always keep their word. Our dead were buried 
ou the field by Mr, Warnford, the Chaplain, as Sir Donald 
Stewart had resolved to march on to Kani without delay ; and 
early in the afternoon the column was again inoying nortliward. 
As our men passed along, ghazis who had feigned death rose and 
fired at them, and men Beveroly wounded slashed at the legs of 
the soldiers ; these dying spasms of fanaticism lu’oving that the 
ghazis were consistent to the end. 

On the evening of the 19th the force encamped at Nani, within 
fifteen miles of (Diazni, and ou the following day the cavalry 
reached the fortress itself without further opposition. The tribes- 
men had made their gj’and effort to save the place, and had failed ; 
there was nothing for it hut to allow the Kafirs to do as they 
willed with tho city and citadel, since it had fallen into their 
hands. Tlie infantry and ai’iillcry encamped for the night at 
Chel l?utcha Gaum (t]ie Village of the Forty Children), a few 
miles south of Ghazni. It was noticed at the time that a low 
hill, some miles away on the right, was occupied l)y a large force 
of Afghans, avIio had their standards flying, hui, did not seem 
otherwise bent on hostilitica. They were not interfered -with 
then, as it was doomed advisable to push on to Ghazni, under 
the Walls of which the Candahar column encamped on the 21st 
without farther incident. Sir Donald Stewart had orders to make 
iio long s(ay in Ghazni, and he intended moving out on the 
23rd ; but it was reported that ilie gathering of mch, seen on 
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the 20th and 21st had largely increased, and that they were the 
advance-guard of an army of 15,000 or 20,000 which Mushk-i- 
Alam had raised in Shilghiir and Zurmut. The effect upon the 
native mind, if such a force had been left unmolested when onr 
troops evacuated Ghazni, would have been very damaging to our 
prestige, and Sir Donald Stewart resolved to disperse the tribes- 
men before moving northward* The peaceful state of Ghazni 
itself was an encouragement to this course of action, as he could 
freely use the regiments at his disposal without fear of an emente 
in the city. 

As a preparatory measure a wing of the 19th Punjab Infantry 
occupied the citadel, and early on the inorniiig of the 23rd a force 
under command of BrigadiGi’-Gencral Palliser marcbed towards 
Hhalez, six miles south-east of Ghazni, said to bo oocyipied by the 
enemy. The troops detailed for the work were : — 


A-U, lloy.il IToise Aitillery. 
ll-llth, Jloyitl AfirJlcrj. 
2-60t)inifles, 525 lifks. 

15th 5/8 

25th Puiijal) Native Infaiitiy, 458 
lilies. 

2nh Sikhs, 421 liilo'i. 

1st Punjiib davalry, 322 sabres. 

2ad Punjab Cavalry, 325 Fabrea, 






Eiigadier-Gfencral H. 
Barter voiniuand- 
ing. 




Urulcr the coinniundcf 
Biigadiev - Gfentral 
C. 11. ralliser, C B. 


y 


On the previous day a cavalry reconnaissaiiCG had heon made, 
and 2,000 or 3,000 men had been seen about the Drzoo villages 
near Slialez. General Palliser, on arriving near the villages, found 
them occupied in force by 3,000 or 4,000 men. Tie immediately got 
bis guns into action, and shelled the villages, but without any 
apparent effect. The enemy remained quietly within the avails, 
except their videttea, winch wore pushed forward more into the 
open, while some of their sharp-Bhooters lined a narrow ditch in 
the fields, and bjgan firing at long ranges upon our infantry. The 
tillages consisted of three walled enclosures, two in close proximity 
to each other facing our right, and a third somewhat in roar of, 
and removed from, the others. This third village wnuld have 
borne the brunt of any attack from our left flank, and it had as 
a sort of screen a small garden outside the walls. General 
Falliser believed the ground bct\veen his troops and the villages 
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to be irrigated, and thonghi that much loss of life would occur if 
ho sent his infantry to nniko a direct attach. He silenced such of 
the enemy’s sliavp-shooLers as grew troublesome by telling olf 
marksmen to keep their lire under, and continued shelling tlio 
yilbigos very vigorously. Still the enemy made no sign either of 
attueldng or retiring, uiul a message was at last hcliographod to 
Sir Uonald SteuarL, saying the place was too strong to bo taken 
by the troops then in front of it without sacrificing many lives. 
Upon news being received, General Hughes’s Urigade was ordered 
under arms, and a half battalion of the 59tli foot (253 rifles), and 
six companies of the Brd Gboorkas (191 rifles), were sent out as a 
reinforcement. Still (lonoral Pallisev did not consider it advisable 
to attack, and ho witlidrow to a ridge 2,500 yards from ilio villages, 
whence ho continued to shell the enemy. Upon this Sir Donald 
Stewart moved forward with Cr-1, It.A., 251 rifles of the 59th, 
a half battiilion of the 19lh Puujabees, and the 19th Bengal 
Lauccra. The heavy battery was left in camp with two companies 
of flic 59th, two comj)anic 0 of Sappej's, and a complement of 
guards famished from each rcgimcjit. Sir Donald Stewart 
reached ShalcK at nine o’clockj and fouml that General Palliscr 
had withdrawn his artillery and infantry to a low hill some distance 
from the villages, with a view to ontiee the enemy into the open. 
The tribesmen were too cautious to bo deceived by ibis maiimuvrei 
and preferred bearing bombardment to coming under infantry firo 
in Lhe plain. TheHvo batierics had fired the unusual number of 
thirty rounds of shell per guu, a total of 8G0 rounds, hut T-pr. 
and 9'pr. shells can do hut little damage against walled enclosures 
and stout mud walls. When our reinforcemonts arrived, a sudden 
burst of fanatical enthusiasm sei^^ed the defenders of the villages, 
and it Heemcd as if the ghaf'.is’ rush at Ahmed Khel was about 
to be repeated. At first only their vidottes w'ero Boon watching 
our troops, while an occasional puff of smoke from the ditch 
Bhowed the presence of a sharp-shooter ; but soon a number of 
mountod men were seen galloping about, and then out poured a 
mob from tho Bholter of the walls. They formed themselves rudely 
into lino, and to tho din of their ioin-toms began to advance. 
This unexpected boldness on their pari was met by our batteries 
of artillery opening fire at 800 or 900 yarrls* range, and the first 
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few shells caused many of tlio more timid to break and retire. 
Sir Donald Stewart ordered the infantry to clear the villages 
without delay, and General Bavtcr^s Brigade advanced in lino 
upon the right ; whilo General Hughes, whose brigade had been 
joined by the 3nd Sikhs, made a direct attack in front, his left 
swinging round so as to take the detachocl village of Urxoo in 
roar. Our troops steadily advanced until within 200 yards of the 
enemy, when file-firing commenced. The fusillade was terrible, 
and so stunned were the wretched and ilharmed tribesmen, that 
they fled in confusion. Some preferred staying crouched in the 
ditch to running the gauntlet of the bullets. One can imagine tbo 
incessant ‘^ping^' when six regiments armed \yith breech-loaders 
are advancing in one long line, firing as rapidly as men can 
load. It was natural that an undisciplined mob should molt 
awaxy before such an attack. The men who lay hidden fought 
baud to hand with our soldiers as the latter reached them ; but 
there xvas really no stubborn resistance, and tbo cavalry and horse 
artillery were let loose to pursue the fugitives as soon as the 
villages were surrounded, The total loss on the pari of the 
enemy was 300 or 400; whilo our casualties wore almost nil — one 
private of the GOth and one sowar of the Ist Punjab Cavalry shot 
dead- Such of the enemy as camo to close quarters with our 
men fought bravely enough, one gbazi making a desperate rush at 
Lieutenant Lcgh, of the GOth, who killed him with his sword. 

The Tajik villagers of Urzoo stated that there mve originally 
4,000 footmen and 200 cavalry in the villages when General 
Palliser first arrived ; but that, xvhen our troops did not attack, 
xvord was sent to all neighbouring villages to turn' out their fight- 
ing men, and manyPathans joined their friends just before Sir 
Donald Stewart’s arrival. There can be no doubt that Mushk-i- 
Alain had worked upon the fanaticism of the local tribesmen, in 
the hope of retrieving the defeat of Ahmed Khel. His hopes have 
been completely shattered, but as he has young Musa Khan still 
with him he may yet give us trouble. General Sto^vart left Sirdar 
Alum Khan in charge of Ghazni when the Oandabar force moved 
towards Cabuh The defences of Ghazni were not touched, as they 
were considered too contemptiblo to give trouble if a force should 
ever find itself beneath the w^alls of the city. 
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CHAPTER XXVIIT. 

“The Bhinc Fi^niio fioin ilic North Slicipur duiing I^tay — Tmhish Fugitives from 
Kns.'i.ui Toiiitoiy — Oaliul in riospcrity“TJie People enrichefl fit the Expense of 
the IJiitisli Govern meat — The Coming of Cabuli Kupees — The Effect the 
People — (Street iShetdies -’Life in the Ba/nais — Tlie lliiulu and El/ilhasih Quavteis 
— llapacity of the TuidoiH- The Abuiidaneo of Fniit — loe-cienni Stalls — An 
Inst.inee of F.iiiaiicisin — History of the Ki/nll)Lislies- Their Turki Dc'-cent — 
Elpliiiistoiic’s Estimate of tlieir OliiivacLer -Their Stiengtli in Cabul obti mated at 
6,000 Fighting Men— Tlioir Treatment hy tlie Amiis. 


mh May, 1880. 

Three is siicli ii holy calm iu Slicrpur iluiL wc hc^^hi to question 
wlietlicr all the excitement of the last six months has not been a 
iiightmaro. No bustle or excitement, no sudden alanns, no gathering 
of armed men to pour out upon Asmai, Siah Sung, or Cliarasia ; our 
cavalry rest qniolly in tlioir linos without any expectation of “ boot- 
nud-saddlo ” sounding ; and every sontry in the oantoumeut whiles 
away liis time, not iu wondering whether the eneiuy are near, but 
ill sweet speculation as to Avlum orders will be issued for tho march 
to India. ITie majority of us believe i/bat, as regards severe lighting, 
we have satisfied the Afghans, although a last flash in the pan may 
occur bofore the final settlement ; and there being no amuse - 
meiit in calculating the chances of the next action, we fall hack 
upon discussion of possil 0 arrangements with the various 
claimants to the A mirship. Abdur Kahraan’s name is in every 
man’s mouth, and tho nows of his departure from Kiiudim for 
Cabul is awaited with almost «s inuch anxiety as tho result of the 
’Derby, Tho Sirdar is our diviiic figure from tho north, at 
least just now. Jiut wo have to live as comfortably as we can in 
tho meantime ; and though our life in cantonments is necessarily 
a colourless one, it has more points than a hot-houBO existence in 
India. First, in tho order of comparison, wo have an almost per- 
fect climato ; next, we have some little amusements ; and lastly, 
by reason of our separation from eivilij^ation, we have a less 
artificial and less blameful life than is possible in tho irritating and 
bilious furnace clown below.” It does not say much for chilisia- 

n X) 2 
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tion that iliis slaonldbo so ; but wo liavo fe^Ye^ tciuptafciouSj aucl, 
consequently, fcAver faults to atone for. The grass-widowers ” of 
Cabal, T nudoriake to say with most serious earnestness, arc on a 
far higher level of mural purity than that easy-living, freely-flirt- 
ing, and most charming section of Indian society which migrates 
yearly to the lulls when ininlnihs arc in full swing. Wo talk less 
scandal ; wo arc loss covetous of other persons’ property, animate 
or inanimate ; wt. do not turn night into day to the music of the 
irois imps or “Pinafore ; ” and wo do our duty quietly, albeit with 
a little uhole»sonie grumbling. But as news drifts up from tho 
Kliyber line, and we learn how the poor follows betAveeii Guiidamak 
and Liiiidi Ivotal are grilling in their single-Hy tents with manifold 
trouhles on every hand, Ave groAv placidly thankful that aa^g are in 
Ciibul, Avilli good thick Avails about us, and a foot of mud betAvoen 
us and the siui. Not eA'cryonc could be in hill stations if all the 
troops AYcie back in India; and Ave are less discontented now at 
our lot — a Avifelesv;, loverlcss one though it be — than avo were three 
months ago. Cahnl “ grass-AvidoAA^ers ” Avill no doubt ho in groat 
demand AAiien once more tliey are transplanted into Bimla, Mus- 
soorie, or Naiiii Tal suciety, for a war beaten -Avarrior is far more 
esteemed than a carpet knight. Bair ears Avill tingle Aviih pleasure 
Avhen Avhispered oNiplanatious are given of the clays spent in un- 
AvontecI innocence in Afghanistan — 

‘‘Days wlien \vc Ijujgliecl for joy of suimuor ]io<at, 

Nor ]au^*letl Jests loud wlion biiow marie white the gioiind." 

Wo Lave pined for “ loot, lore, and liberty : ” tbo first wo may 
never get ; but every day brings ns nearer to the otliora, and wo 
wull know what oui' reward will be. Will it not be counted in 
our favour that no band will play “ The girl 1 loft hebind me ” 
when once more our faces are turned caslw'ards ? It surely should 
be, or our grass-widowhood will have been precious time uselessly 
.squandered. But, frivolity apart, -we take our change at Time’s 
counter with coruposuro, and are not too anxious concorning' our 
inimodialc fate. There are the current duties of a large camp to 
bs gone throng]) daily ; they can never be shirked, but must 
always be done systematically and thoroughly. Itogimeuts havo 
their guai'ds to mnmit day and night, spring drill and parades to 
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attend, recruits to bo shaped into good soldiers, omlnyo signallers 
to 1)0 trained, transport to be Jiopt in good order* Colonel 
Low has worked, a wonderful change in onr transport, and wo 
shall soon bo ablo to ''march aiiywliero and do anytliing.’' 
General Iioberis is awny with a division of 5,000 men visiting 
Logar, 'Whirdalc and IMaiclan ; his troops are in excellont hoalth 
and arc enjoying the trip amazingly. 

We have visitors occasionally, other than officers who have 
taken a sliort leave from a station down the lino to pay a visit to 
Cabul. A few days ago throe Turkish soldiers applied at the 
Bala Hissar for food and assistance on their Jourjiey to India. 
They were sent to Major Hastings, Political Officer, and told a 
story full of adventuro. They wore an old man, his son, and a 
wild-looking Turk of the Bashi-Bazouk order. The youngest of 
tho party was very intelligent; and a handsome specimen of the 
Turkish peasantry, while his father was still unbroken in strength 
ill spite of his misfortunes. Tho " Baslii-Bazouk,’* as wo 
imagined him to bo, though ho denied tho impeachment, was tho 
eiuhodiment of rude strength : lie still wore the long hliio coat 
he had donned wdiou called upon to fight the JIussians, and across 
the breast were a dozen little pockets, each large enough to hold 
a cai'tridgo, and showing signs of great wear. A Turcoman fur 
cap, with tho tanned skin outside and a fringe of fur showing all 
round, coverod liis long, matted hair, and added to the ivildness of 
his appearance. All the men were travel-stained, and looked 
forlorn enough; hut tiidr Batisfaction at lieing among the "luglis” 
ivas without hounds, and they were as cheerful and contented as 
if tho 10,000 miles boLvoon Cabul and Istamboul were only a 
league. Their story ivas that they w^ero natives of tho vilhigo of 
Soghral, ten days’ march from Kars, and that when tho Eussian 
war broke out they joined Haji All’s regiment, their ca^itaiu being 
Haji Shuman. Tho latter was killed in action, and the Eussians 
took the whole of the Soghral Tillagcrs prisoners. Men, women, 
and cliildron were inarched for oloven clays until the railway was 
reached iu the district of the Oaueasus, when tho whole party w^ere 
transferred to the rail. After four days’ travelling they gained 
Moscow^, wffionce their families were sent to St. Petersburg, while 
the men w'ere sent eastwards to Dobiaka. Here they w^ere kept 
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prisoners for t^YO years, being Hglifcly ironed, bui having iio work 
to do* They received about two and a half annas in Eussiau 
money daily, with which they bought food, and upon which they 
managed to live. At the end of two yenrs their iions wero 
removed, and they wore told to seUlo down about Dobiska and 
calthiile the land. At the earliest opportunity a number of them 
absconded, of u horn these tin oe men kept together. For fifteen 
da3s they travelled secretly, doing long distances at night, until 
the}^ reached Xazalda, on the oiita* border of Eokhaia. Here 
they were safe, as their fellow-]\lussiilmans willingly gave them 
food ; bub they did not dare to go before the Amir of JJokhara, as 
they believed ho was on friendly tn rus with the Enssians. They 
staj^ed during the winter at GuZiV’, as Ibcy weio told the Fasses 
towards Cabnl w^cre closed ; but in tbe spring they left Bokhara 
and made for Mazar-i-Sharif. Hem tln^y found I^hak Khaii ns 
Governor: tbe pl-ice was quiet enough, and but fo\Y troops were 
holding it. Thence they marched to Bamian, their poverty no 
donht saving them from molestation, and at last thoy reached 
Cahul. Their desire was to bo sent to Bombay, whence their 
Consul could forward them to Constantinople. Major Hastings 
gave them Its. 50 to get a new outfit in the city, and make tliem- 
s elves clean and comfortable. On Monday they wero presented to 
Sir Donald Stewart, and wero afterwards jeted and photographed : 
the native officers of the Guides giving them a great dinner, 
while Mr. Burke irainorializcd them with his camera. The poor 
wretches were immensely pleased, and wdll no doubt carry back to 
Turkey good impressions of our kindness to them in distant Cabul. 

It has chanced that since December last I have visited the 
city of Cabul but twice : once wdion the snow was still lying 
on the ground, and our engineers were busy raising new forbifioa- 
tioiis on the Sherderw^aza Heights. On this occasion I merely 
passed from the Bala Hissar along the skirts of the longest 
quarters of the city, as the Heighta had to be sealed ; so that, 
in wandering through the bazaar a a few days ago, the impres- 
sion uppermost in my mind was the state of Cabul immediately 
after Mahomed Jan’s flight* Then the city was gloomy and terror- 
stiicken : it hud gone hand and heart with tbe ghazi-%/ during 
t}ie triumphant days of the siege of Sherpnr, and it dreaded the 
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retribution wbicli hung over it. The alien Kizilbashes and Hindus 
were joyful enough at the re-estabhshmcnL of order : hut their 
wrecked shops and pillaged houses were sad relics of the fanatical 
storm which had passed over CabuL No man of the Mussulman 
population could foretell what the punishment of the city wonlcl 
bo, and the half- deserted bazaars and the still b^^- streets were 
eloquent of the fear which cowed the unruly populace. But 
instead of bloody reprisals and harsh repression, it seemed good 
in the eyes of our leaders that gentleness and free forgiveness 
should be the moans used to win over the city; and noAv Cabal is 
more prosperous and peaceful than it has been for many genera- 
tions, The rumours of new wars and insidious intrigues of Abduv 
Eahman’s approach from the north, and the gathering of the tribes 
at Ghazni, pass over the heads of the people like a fitful wind 
over a lake, stirring the placid surface, but leaving no lasting 
impression. There have been, since the beginning of the ycai, 
long, long days in which the traders and holders of contracts from 
the British saw their coffers filling with the rupees which are now 
looked upon in India as having ‘‘ mysteriously disappeared ” from 
the Punjab treasuries ; longer weeks wkoroin ovoryono, from Sirdar 
Wall Mahomed to the commonest Hazara coolie, found how good 
a paymaster the Sircar is when his necessity is urgent ; and still 
longer months during which lakhs of Indian rupees were melted 
clown in the city mint to be reissued in the form of Cabul rupees 
and spread broadcast over the land. Cabul has prospered, and 
waxed proud : its merchants have never been so rich; the common 
people have never seen such a steady flow of money through the 
bazaars. Even the Hindus, who Imow something of our wealth, 
are astonished ; they cannot appreciate the self-denial and honesty 
of purpose ■which guide us in our transactions with a conquered 
race. ‘^Your money is without limit, a Hindu hanker said to 
me ; but why do you give it all to this faithless people {he-imm 
log) ? They are your enemies, they hate and revile you ; why not 
take what you want?’' Any other nation maldng war would 
probably requisition the country and forcibly seize supplies ; but 
with the philanthropy which guides our actions, we pay ten times 
the normal value of the things needed for our army, and plume 
ourselves proudly as men walking upright before the Lord. To 
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eiuich dishonest men ; to give to our enemies that ^vliicli they 
most need — sterling money ; to eiiconrago chicanery and wanton 
deceit — this is a poor rolf to play when we come to Oahnl as an 
avenging army; bat, perhaps there are ‘‘ oxigencies ” which 
plead for all this weakness, and will in the future givo a rose- 
coloured tinge to onr balanco- sheets. Can Cahul fail to be pros* 
porous under such conditions ? can its citizens not afford to wear 
im insolent air of triumph, and treat such customers as appear 
among them Avitli an easy assumption of indepen cleiico, sorely 
aggravating to officer and soldier alike ? 

I have called this article Cabiil in Prosperity, ” and T think 
the title is justifiable. We have worked our will in the Pala 
Hissar, and have made it a citadel vorthy of the name : hut in 
the city proper we have neither made nor meddled, and the narrow 
streets, if cleaner, still retain their distinctive features. Buying 
and selling, money- changing and broldng, flourish with an energy 
that makes no count of changing fortunes or shifting careers. 
Sirdar Wali Mahomed's goveinorsliip can only last so long as 
iiritish bayonets arc at his back ; but in the sunshine of our 
favour he sets the example of amassing wealth, and all his 
followers tread in his footsteps. Sirdar Hashim Khan is on the 
ova of dr‘2uarturG for Caiuhihar, where Shore AH Khan has offered 
him asylum. His departure tronhles the minds of the citizens 
hut little, as the stream of Indian silver will not ho diverted by his 
absence. While not understanding our siin^fficity in cloaliiig, and 
’lYhile looldng upon us as madmen in the mailer of finance — for 
aro WG not taunted with changing our llaiii’s head ” by ordering 
Indian rupees to be melted down and turned into Cabiili coin ? — 
the Gabulis, with their keen rajiacity, seize every 02>portuiiifcy of 
enriching themselves. Take the conversion of Indian rupees into 
local coin ; through our benevolent mode of action wo have uovor 
been able to say that our coin shall have a fixed vahie, and a 
ring of scoundrels in Cabul have so rigged the market that 
in the bazaars at the present time the two rupees are constantly 
of equal value. So some clover financier at once jumps to the 
conclusion that we may as well pay in Oabuli rupees as in 
Indian. How the quantity of silver in 100 Indian rupees permits 
of 127 CabuUs being made therewith, and bo we pour our brand 
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new coins into tlio jnint {wliorcin there is no Eurojwrni PHpervislon 
of any liiid), iini\ for every 100 sent in yinliir Wali ]\IiiliOBied 
returns us 120 ! Only a few clays tlirce laklis of the iroasiiro 
with General Hills* force \Yas sent to Cahiil to bo converted 
into local rupoes. Is the reason for this that the Logar villagers 
refuse our rupees ? If so, it would surely be the mildest form 
of coercion to force them to take payment in whatever silver 
coin we chose. The profits on the coining (say live per cent.) go 
presumably into Wali hlahomed’s pocket, as Govcrumoiit is too 
strait-iaced to make profit itself ; and yet that vSirdar had the 
cool cffrontciy to refuse to coin Cabuli rupoes, when a lakh was 
wanted for tlio Logar force, until he first received Indian rupoes 
from Slierpur. He was not punished for LivS iusoleuco ; but as avo 
have still to levy tlie fine inflicted upon the city for the murder of 
our Eiwoy, lie may yet be mulcted, say, in a lakh. Some of us 
are curious to know Avhen and how the said fine will bo levied ; 
but, perhaps, Ave may bo looked upon as inquisitive. One lhing 
ia clear : aa^g shall never got our money back in the shape of 
Indian rupees, and our only consolation is that if Afghanistan 
continues to absorb a Tgaa^ hnudred thousand pounds Avorth of 
silver monthly, the rate of exchange between India and England 
must improve. 

Having explained the irritaiing causes of the present prosperity 
of Cabul, I may now Avith a clear conscience describe a little naore 
in detail the appearance of the city itself. In the First Book of 
Kings Avo are told many valuable anecdotes of King Solomon, not 
the least interesting of Avhich is ilie account of the payment made 
to Fliram, King of Tyro, Avho furnifilied cedar trees, and fir 
trees, and gold ’* to assist the King of Israel in tho adornment and 
fortification of Jonisalem. fl'his payment consisted of the gift of 
twenty cities in the land of Galilee, cities so worthless that, Avhen 
Hiram saAv them, he said: — '^What cities are these which thou 
hast given me, my brother?’^ And the narrative further states 
that ho called them the land of Cabul nnto tliis day. ’* The 
word Cabul our annotators explain as signifying ^displeasing 
or dirty ” and, strangely enough, the latter epithet is extremely 
applicable to the modern capital of Afghanistan. The side-streets 
^ The fine was never levied. 



412 The Afghan IVai'y 1879 — 80 . 

asked, As tbo day wears oa trade slackens a lifcLlo, and liei’o and tlioro 
a sliopkeepcr poves over a rcrsiaii bookj wliile his son keeps watch 
apoa the stock-in-traclo. In that silk merchant’s stall, thoii,i;-li it 
be in the heart of the haJ^aar, are three grey-bearded men hstinhng 
with supreme pleasure to the excited reader, whom, in my onn 
mind, I belieTC to he reading the songs of Plaiiz ; in the next stall 
a burly Miissnlmau lies sleeping on a pile of j\Lanchcstcr cottons ; 
while near at hand is a pious old villain taking advauliigc of a lull 
to siihmit liis hoary head to the hands of a harher. A shrill cry 
as of a child in pain draws one further 011 ; it is nothing serious : 
another pious old gentleman is watching his son’s scalp being 
treated in the same way by another barber. The hoy, some threo 
or four years old, has never felt the razor’s edge befoi'o, and 
shrieks at every stroke, while bis father threatens him with a huge 
stick : the operation is [it last over, and tho child, still quietly 
sobbing, passes his hands carefully over liis head as if doubtful of 
it still remaining upon his shoulders. Once convinced that his 
hair only has gone by the board, he plucks up courage and smiles 
apologetically upon his father, who gravely strokes his board in 
approval. The littlo incident is only one of many which draw 
attention, and one might easily elaborate such scones ; but thou 
the charm of simplicity would he destroyed. From the Char 
Chowk Bazaar to Chandaulis hut a few yards, and one passes on 
the way more fruit-stalls, in which tiers upon tiers of lettuce flank 
tho luscious heaps of apricots, cherries, peaches, and apples 
which are now pouring into Cuhulfrom Koh-.Danuui and Ohardcli. 
So much Las been 'iM’itten about the Cabul fruit-stalls that it 
is necessary to say the ahundanco of fruit luis not at all been 
exaggerated; the stone fruits seem just, as abundant as the 
delicious grapes which we indulged in so freely in the autumn. 
The vendors of ices arc nearly always side by side with the fruit- 
sellors ; the huge blocks of snow which adorn their stalls tempt' 
ingall sun-dried souls to cool their palates with a little saucer 
of icy-cold cream flavoured with a sprinkling of mashed fruit. 
The trade is brisk in these Ices, although the dnsi coats the 
open trays of cream until it turns a clelicate brown. It is not 
pleasant for any of ub to pause at tlie stall, as the fanaticism of 
these dealers is provorbiaL There is a story afloat, that after an 
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officer had eateu an ^^ico,” the dealer took the saucer and clashed 
it to the ground as having been defiled by a Kafir. Those peoplo 
do not love us, however well we treat them. Chanclaul Bazaar is 
only a repetition of the Char-Chovvk on a smaller scale, with more 
fruit shops and a few foul- smelling butcher’s stalls, but the 
traders are nearly all Hindus and Kizilbashes, who, I must in 
justice say, are just as rapacious as the Mahomeclans. And so 
one w^anders back into the unain bazaar, where hhistees are 
sprinkling the roadway liberally with w^ater, and the afternoon 
trade is reviying ; past the hotnmli, where a few sepoys of the 
5tli runjabecs are on duty ; and thence out by the Peshawur Gate, 
near the Bala Hissar. We Imvo seen Oabul in prosperity, its 
people insolent enough to check all desire to enter the avails again, 
and oil the ride bade to cantonments wo are lost in a dream of 
\Yliat the future will be of the city which we have twice occupied, 
and which has always cost us so dear. 

"idiG question of retirement is a serious one to many people in 
Cahul and the district. The Hijidu traders of the city will, it is 
holioved, migrate almost to a man, hut the Kizill)ashea will trust 
to their traditional influence in Cabul to pull them through any 
diftlculty in the future. These two trading classes have amassed 
largo sums of money during our occupation ; and the Hindu, 
‘weak and defoncelcss, knows too well that a needy Amir would 
‘^borrow'' most of his gains in a very liigh-hancled ivay. Tho 
Kizilbash is more independent ; and as, at a pinch, the Shiahs 
can turn out G,000 fighting men, all well-equipped, any Amir 
would hesitato to make the '^red-heads ” his cnGinies. Major 
Hastings has prepared a short account of these aliens, which is 
of some interest at the present time, but little having boon pre- 
viously Iviiown of this important section of the Cabul po 2 nilaee. 
Elidiinstono, it is true, siaies that they are membora of that 
colony of Turks which predominates in Persia, and traces its 
descent from Kijan. To them was given the place of honour ia 
Nadir Shah’s conquering army, and when a military colony was 
formed in Cabul, their quarter was called “Chanclaul,” wlpch, by 
interpretation, is “ vanguard/^ Elphinstone^s opinion of them 
wuxs thus expressed ; — “ The Kizilbaslies in Afghanistan partake 
of tho character of thoir confiiryinon in Persia, They are lively^ 
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iiigciiioiis, and even elegant and refined ; but false, designing, and 
cruel ; rapacious, but profaso, voluptuous, and fond of show ; at 
once insolent and servile, destitute of all moderation in prosperity 
and of all pride in adversity ; brave at one time and cowardly at 
anoilier, but always fond of’ glory; full of prejudice, but affecting 
to be liberal and enlightened ; ndinirablo for a mere acquaintance 
(if one can bear with their vanity), hut dangerous for a close con- 
nection.” They are, according to Major Hastings, still distinct 
in many respects from those around them ; and being of the Shiah 
section of Maliomcdans, there is groat religious animosity be- 
tween them and the Afghans, who are Sunis. They all spoak 
Persian, but the Krzilbashes of Aoshahr, in tho Chanlok Yalley 
and some of the older men among the Jawaiisher of Cbandaul, 
^till talk Turld in the privacy of their own families. Hio portions 
of Cahul city occupied by the rcd-licads” — so called because of 
their distinctive turbans of crimson cloth — are Chaiichuil, iinino- 
dialely at the foot of the Sherderwaza Hill and Moradklumi, look- 
ing towards Sherpur. In Chardeh their chief villages arc Nanu- 
ehi and Taiha. The total number of families in and about Oabul 
is 3,220, but these can furnish only 0,000 lighting men — a small 
proportion compared -with Afghan families, every male in whicli 
is a ffglitiug unit. In Candahar and Herat there are a large 
number of families descended from Nadir Bhah’s vanguard, and a 
few Kizilbashes are also located in Turkistau. Tho Jawansher 
section, occupying the greater 2:)art of Cbandaul, is tho most 
important clan in Cahul, and has at the pinsoiit moment several 
of its raemhers holding commands in the Turkistan army. Ap- 
liointinonts under Government, such as those of secretaries, 
accountants, and similar grades, are always largely held by ICizil- 
bashes ; while in years gone by there were several Kizi.ll)ash regi- 
ments in the regular army. Hussein iUi Khan, of the Jawansher 
section, was once Commancler-iu-Ohief of the Afghan army, and 
many others of the clan rose to important commands. The red- 
eap)ped regiments Avere so powerful in Ahmed Shah’s reign that to 
prevent civil Avar in Cahul tliat monarch sent them to Turkistan, 
with orders to conquer Balkh. This they did with A’^ery littio 
trouble, and Ahmed Shah w*as then possessed Avith a fear that 
they Avould become independent, and finally prove dangerous 
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enemies. Ai the suggcbuon of Moracl Ivlian, Populzai, ho rocallccl 
them, and assigned to them permaiieii% the portion of Cabnl 
aiul Chardeh which they now occupy. Moradldiaiii was called 
after Ahmed Shah’s adviser. In Shah Siija’s and Shah Zumau’s 
reigns they were harshly treated, and with their usual indepen- 
dence they joined Haji Jumal and Paeuda Khau, the father 
of the Post Mahomed. When the Post was in power, he singled 
Ills allies out for many distinctions, the fact of his mother being 
a luzilbash lady having, no doubt, great weight with him. The 
clan refer to tlieir treatment by the Amir Sherc Ali Khan and 
his son, Yakub, in anything but grateful terms. Both Amirs, 
it would seem, were rather inclined to tyrannizo over the Shiahs. 
Major Hastings gives some carefully-prepared genealogical 
tables, showing tlio status and place of residence of tho 
chief fainilioa, and concludes his report by stating that, thougli 
th(', Kizilbashos still represent a certain amount of strength in 
Afghanistan, their power is b}^ no moans so groat as in former 
years. 


OHAPTEK XXIX. 

Deportation ol the Mustaufi to Imlia — Sympathy with the Family o£ Shcre Ali — 
Progress o£ Kegelialiona with AbJiir llahmau — Arrival the Airitish Mission at 

JCliaiuibad— Probable l^opularity of the Siidar s Cause — Tteeoption o£ tho jilission — 
'Pile Ainh'rfhip formnUy ollercd to Abler lUhman— -lieturn of Ibrahim Khan to 
Slierpur — II is Ileiiort— A Russian Agent xallio Khanahad G.unp— Tveulxaeut of oiu* 
JiliivoyH as PriHoner^ — Diotogniph of the Siidar sout to Cabul — Hii, Vudlhition and 
hitrigues with the Ti’ibos — Flight of SirdaiH Ua&hhn KJmn and Abdulla Khan— 
Ariival of Af/ul Khan— Ilis favourable Fstimate of Ahdur Rahman — Hasan 
Klniu’s Movements in Logai' — Cavdry Action ub P.ulhluo Sliiina on July Isfc— 
Hoiieml Palliscr’s Suceess— Two Hundred 'Pubesmon lulled — Disperoion of Hasan 
Klnm’fa Force. 

Tufi following letters, writtou in May, June, and July, will explain 
the progress of our negotiations with Sirdar Abdur Rahman which 
cvontually led to Iris assumption of the Amirshlp : — 


mh May, 1880. 

Yet another minister of Yahuh Khan’s has been deported to 
India, Tho Mastaufi, Habibulla lihan, has broken doffii in his 
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professions of faithfulness to the British, and on the morning of 
May 20th ho left Gabul in a dhoolic, under au escort furnished by 
the 9th Lancers, which accompanied him as far as liuikhak. Hero 
tu'o companies of the 67th Loot wore in readiness to oscorfc him to 
Luttabund. They had been sent out on the pi’ovious afternoon, 
their sudden march giving rise to ruinours of an impending attack 
upon our communications, a rumour strongtlionod hy tho Oth 
Lancers standing to their horses the whole afternoon, as if ready 
for a gallop out. What may have been the Mustaiifi's crime I 
can only conjecture : olhcially we are told that was summoned 
to Sherpur, and after a long investigation waas found guilty of coii" 
spiring against the British, and was at once put under arrest/’ 
Camp gossip runs that letters were intercepted, hearing his sign 
manual, inciting the chiefs to rise again, and that these wore pro- 
duced before Wali Mahomed and other sirdars, who swore to the 
genuineness of the sigmiture. The old man when found out took 
the matter quite calmly, and when told that he would be sent at 
once to India rather -svelGomcd the idea, saying he would go on a 
pilgrimage to Mecca and afterwards visit Englaud, Tho Mustaufi 
seems to have recognized the simple fact that we are bent u 2 ')oii 
making Abdur Eahman Amir, and this he regards as a broach of 
faith, as nothing was said of our intention when ho was striving bo 
hard to bring the Ghazni malcontents to Sherpur* He know that 
ho could not hope for po^Yer under Abdur Ralimaii — ^lus pariisan- 
sliip for She re Albs family was too notorious — and hence in ])is 
extremity ho resorted to fresh intrigues to delay or put altogether 
out of the question Abduv Rahman’s visit to the British camp. 
He has hoen detected, and as Abdur Rahman’s path must ])o 
cleared of every obstacle, Hahibulla Khan has been summarily 
sent to India. 

Contrary opinions as to tho final result of our mission to Abdur 
Rahman are still ailoat both in our camp and in the Cabul bazaars ; 
hut so far everything that the most sanguine could have hoped for 
in the direction of an ente^Ue cordiaU being established between 
the Pretender and the British Government has happily come to 
pass. Our Mission has reached its destination in safety, has been 
lionourabl}^ and even effusively received, and we are on the ove of 
receiving an answer from the Sirdar himself regarding the pro- 
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"'Birds of Ill-omend 

posals we have made to Iniii, And yoi there is a large party in Iho 
city who still persist in 2n’ophcsying that Ahdur Eahmaii will never 
visit Cabul so long as the British force occupies tho city. Their 
reasons are disjoiiiLod and somewhat irrational, but they are re- 
peated with snch persibtont lioad-shaking and heard-wagging that, 
in &2)ito of one’s own hotter belief, it is difficult at times to avoid 
thinking as these birds of ill-omen think. Not that they deny 
either the Sirdar’s anxiety or determination to be Amir (this they 
admit most unequivocally), hut they argue that he is too wise to 
ruin himself in the eye of the nation by accepting the Amirsliip 
from the hands of a British (ienoral. When they are reminded 
that the llritisli are just as dctermiiiod that the now Amir shall he 
simply and solely their nominee, as their work would bo incom- 
plete if they loft the throne to he filleLl by any candidate who might 
got a party together, they cry back on their linos of argument, and 
insist that Abdur Jlahman will bo Amir, but by virtue of his own 
2>opularity and prowess, and not as a man accepting a boon from 
a conquoring army. When it comes to the liner details of ways 
and nicaiivS, tho pro 2 )hots enn only take refuge in vague hints and 
inane mumblings which would have shamed even the vilest impos- 
tor ill the old days, when prophecy had some points to recommend 
it to the credulous. Perhaps the explanation is that Abdur Eah- 
niau has not in Cabul itself a faction worthy of the name. His 
prestige lies not so much in tlio sympathy of the citizens [lh iu tho 
snjjport the hardier tribesmen arc willing to give him as a soldier 
and a ruler. There is something in his success in blaster a Turlds- 
tan which has drawn the independent iirul reckless s^iirits of 
Koliistan, Koh-Bamau, and Logar to liim ; it may ])e the boldness 
with which he has declared himself claimant to the throne, or tliat 
his old fame as a successful general still lives in the hearts of tho 
pooide. Every man born in Afghanis! an is bom to a soldier’s life, 
not tlio life of camps and campaigns so much as the constant 
struggle of intertribal warfare, or time-honoured family feuds. 
Every man’s hand is familiar with the use of jhemil or rifle, 
tulwar or knife, and a successful loader is far more honoured and 
more faithfully followed than a chief who lives by intrigue and bogs 
his waiy to power by lavish bribery. Ahdm* Eahmau ruled in 
Cabul, after Dost MahomecTs death and Shore All’s usari>ation, by 
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move force of success in arms. He placed his father upon the 
throne in defiance of Shere Ali, who was never a match for him 
in the field, even though backed by the support of the Indian 
(jovernnient. Shere Ali won Cabul finally in the absence of his 
young rival in Turldstau. In an instant his success was magni- 
fied, he became the successful warrior, and his power was assured. 
Abdur Rahman sank out of sight. Later, Yakub Khan blazed 
into power, a bold leader of armies, full of vigorous life. How 
success bred success in his case until Herat and Turldstau were 
practically lost to his father, contemporary history shows ; and only 
when he sank the soldier in the son, and trusted in his father’s 
rotten honour, did his career come to an end. Yakub, free and 
holding his own proudly in Herat, was a figure to draw men’s ad- 
miration and support : Yakub, a prisoner in the Bala Hissar, was 
a fallen star which could no longer dazzle men’s eyes. So it has 
hcen with Abdur Rahman Khan, In January 1869 he crossed the 
Oxus a fugitive, and since that eventful year he has been nothing 
but a lay figure in Afghan politics. Now he is once more clearly 
outlined before the people, who have been bitterly humiliated by 
our armies since the murder of our Envoy in the Bala Hissar. 

They may at first have looked to the grandson of the Dost to 
avenge their humiliations by force of arms ; but the fall of Ghazni 
and the appearance of another 7,000 men to swell our numbers in 
Cabul and the Logar Yalloy have daslied their hopes once and for 
all. Now they turn their eyes northward, mayhap their feet also, 
and aw^aifc the sign that will free them from the presence of the 
Kafir armies. So it is that Abdur Rahman seems to them a hero, 
a deliverer; they are lifted beyond the petty intrigues of the 
Barakaai sirdars in Cabul, the deep plotting of the Mnstaufi, or 
the empty bombast of Mahomed Jan. Even Kushk-i-Alam, the 
arch-priest of discontent, is silent for a while : there are no new 
appeals to their fanaticism, and not 1,000 men are under arms in 
districts which have been seething with revolt for months. Logar, 
Eohiatan, Wardak, are no longer names to conjure with- Maho- 
med Jan even has drifted into Khaxwar and Zurmut, whose widely- 
armed tribes are held in contempt by the better trained forces of 
the provinces about Cabul, the male population of which has 
been leavened mth sepoys carrying firearms eq^ual in part to 
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our own. The Northern Ghilzais are for a moment sobered 
by the reflocLion that Afghanistan is likely to be rid of a foreign 
army sooner by the adyont of the Sirdar now in Khanabad than 
by listening to suggestions of renewed outbrealcs and ceaseless 
harrying of our posts in the Passes. True, factious moddlis^ like 
Khalil and Fakir, are stirring up disnlfcction about Jellalahad; 
but that district is soniowliat removed from the direct effect of the 
intiuonccs at work about Gahub and we can afford to disregard 
such petty outbreaks, wliich only give us li bettor chance of sho^\- 
iug our power to strilco in all directions. The little actions which 
have lately hcon fought in Beshud and tlic Sliinwari country will 
bear their own fruit ; every additional tower destroyed is another 
mark of our current supremacy, another warning that our for- 
hearanco has limits — wide though they he. Even the towers 
of Padshah Khan —ally, enemy, friend, traitor, alternately — are at 
last in ruins, and his crops may yot bo reaped by our soldiers. On 
the one hand, wo proffer honest negotiation leading to a stable 
settlomoiit ; ou tho other, wo arc firm to punish the restless ani- 
mosity which soolis to force us out of the country by ince>ssant 
annoyance and harassing intrigue. 

Perhaps tho reasoning which I have mentioned as being in 
vogue in Oabul as to tho probable failure of any negotiations with 
Sirdar Abdur Eahmaii may be duo to the efforts of tho Cabul 
sirdars, who dread ilia coming of our nominee more than they 
loathe our own domination over the city. Ambition is not a passion 
easily forogoiie, and both Wali Mahomed and Hashim Khan know 
that tho dreams once indulged in of power and pre-eminence in 
Afghanistan are now at an end. The offer of the Amirship has 
boon formally made to thoir rival : liis claims have thus been 
declared pre-eminent, and minor pretenders are cast out into tho 
utter darkness of neglect and coiito3npi. Tho sirdars know they 
have nothing to expect at the hands of Mahomed Afzul’s son 
except coutilmcly or even worse ; liis years of exile have hung 
heavily upon him ; and Shore Ali’s family and partisans are in 
his black list. Petrovsky, tho Russian writer, who saw so much 
of tho Sirdar and professed to know him very intimately^ wrote, 
To get square some day with tho English and Shore Ali was 
Abdur Rahman's most cherished thought, his dominant, nover- 
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ftiiling passion.” No doubt Petrovsky believed the hatred towards 
the English was equal to that against Shore Ali ; but tiino and 
events have modified the former, particularly as tho English are 
inahiors of the situation, ^vhile it is prob.ablc tho feeling of re- 
venge against Shere All’s family is still as lively as ever. It there- 
fore behoves Hasliim Khan, who, by liis rnnrriage with Abdulla 
Jan’s sister, became one of the family, to e^ert himself to 
prevent the Sirdar becoming Amir ; and this he is doing by 
iutrignes which have, luckily, as yet borne but little fruit. Know- 
ing his own chance has disappeared, ho thinks to make Ayuh 
Khan a powerful claimant through the latter’s position in Iferafc, 
Hashim, it is Lolieved, has also made attempts to seduco tho 
Kohistanis from Ahdur Kahnian’s cause, and how much further 
his intrigues may go we cannot at all estimate. Probably ho has 
sown distrust, by means of agents, in tlio mind of Ahdur Kahinan 
hiinsclf, warning him that the British only wdsli to get possession 
of hiti person with a viG\v to sending him a prisoiiev to India. 

Erom Av hat ever cause it may be, the fact is clear that Ahdur 
Piahman is somewhat distrustful of our overtures, though welcom- 
ing them warmly as he( 3 omes a pretender Avho suddenly thids him- 
self first ill tho running For a throne. The nows which has 
reached Cabul of tho progress (d' our Mission is highly important; 
and although official reticence is great, the mossongors and others 
who luwe arrived from Kbanabad a few clays ago have spread pretty 
trustworthy reports of wdiat has really occurred. Tho little party 
which loft Slier'pur on May 3 rd passed througli KohisLan unmo- 
lested, and after tiding a journey through the Siv-i-Lang Pass, iu 
piarts of which the snow was still lying, they found themselves 
beyond the Hindu Kush and w^ell on their Avay to Kundim. For 
a clay they were delayed by stress of weutber, but afterwards their 
journey was unbroken, Gliori being reached, and finally Kundnz, 
about the Ifth or 15 th of May. They had been joined by num- 
bers of men from Kohistan anxious to pay tlioir respects to the 
Sirdar, and they seem never to have been in any danger from 
marauding bands which are ImoAvn to infest the country. Ahdur 
Eahman sent a troop of cavalry to escort them to Kbanabad, and 
on their arrival evoiy honour due to the Ambassadors of the 
British Government was paid to them, A tent near tho Sirdar’s 
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own was placGcl at their service, and they wore treated throngh- 
ont with gi-eat courtesy, though always strictly guarded. Then 
1 (‘L,an their real work, the usual public and private interviews, 
{‘O much in vogue in the East, taking place daily. Finally, in 
a great Durbar, the letter from the British was presented to the 
Sirdar, and the contents were read out. My information goes so 
liir in regard to the letter that I am justified in stating its 
purport to have been an unfettered offer of the Amirship to Abdur 
Bahman Khan. Whether Herat and Candahar were specified as 
IxHug detached from the Durani kingdom, I cannot say ; hut most 
probably tlioy were, perhaps with the after-idea of gracefully yield- 
ing Herat to tlm i\mir, and so giving the appearance of concession 
on our part. But for official secrecy, this point could be at once 
cleared up; but the Government of India are the best judges of 
what should he made knowm on their part, and until they contra- 
dict the holicf here that Herat is to bo independent, we must go 
on l)o]ioving that the proposal to the Sirdar is that he may become 
Amir of Eastern and Northern Afghanistan, Turldstan and 
B.idakslnn, leaving Candahar in our possession, while Herat is 
to be ^ independent/^ — though in whose charge is not very clear. 
'Hie eifoct upon Abdur Eahman of Mr. Lepel Griffin’s loiter is 
described as one of groat satisfaction and even joy; he caused 
aims to ho distributed among the poor, and generally rejoiced at 
I he new prospect opened out to him. But he is a cautious and 
^agaci(nlH man, and after eleven years* waiting is not foolish 
o’mngh to mar his chance by unseemly haste. For himself ho 
fb dares that the offer is most tempting and highly pleasing; but, 
tint his po^vor as Amir may bo unquestioned, he desires to have 
the opinion of all the chiefs of the country who shall share mth 
Inm the responsibility of forming a new Government. Thus he 
does not hasten to leave Khanabad, to rush to Sherpur, assume 
power, and trust to his owm personal energy to retain it; ho 
methodically takes the best course to secure popular election ; 
ard until he has gained the ear of the people, he will not leave 
1ho Kattagan country, where his camp is now’' pitched. That 
distrust, which is so essentially a part of the Afghan character, is 
also at work in his mind, as his good fortune seoms almost too 
sudden and too unqualified not to have hidden beneath it some 
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sinister meaning; and until lie is convinced of the contrary, and 
thoroughly reassured, lie is not likely to cross the Hindu Kush. 
He is sending his formal answer by one of the members of the 
Mission ; and ujioii its arrival Ave shall, of course, have to take 
steps to SAveop all distrust from the Sirdar’s mind and coiivineo 
him of the honesty of our intentions. This Avill not be diilicult, 
and thou the ncgotiiitions Avill crysLallii^c into tangiblo shape, and 
\VG may, at last, see our rvay to unniA el the xifglian tangle wliich 
has so long irritated and perplexed us. The first signs of the 
neAT order of things is that a loan of a lakh of rupees has been 
advanced to the Birdar by the Hiiidns and ryots of ICohistan, Avho 
are astute enough to see that the IJritish iU'c tlic real sureties for 
ropaymoni, as Abdur Paihmaii must receive their support if ho is 
to hold his own, in the future, iii Oubiil. 


4itU June, 

Sirdai' Ibrahim Khan, one of tlio inembers of our Mission to 
Abdur Rahman Khan, has roturned to Calm], and has proved 
the possihility of communicating direct Avith the Pretender. Rut 
still AVG seem no nearer a settlement than before the Mission 
started ; for tho Sirdar, acting, perhaps, at the instigation of the 
native Piussian agent, said to ho in his camp, is serenely inde- 
pendent ill his attitude, and has given no promise Avlmtevcr on^any 
specific points connected Avith the Amirship. He scorns to be 
fully aAvaro of our aAvkward position in the country, and is not 
at all anxious to aid us in extricating ourselves. Our military 
supremacy he does not doubt, but tho political dead-lock, ho 
knows, has nonplussed us ; and secure in his retreat beyond tho 
Hindu Kush, he ia worldng rather to make the Rritisli, an^iaiot 
himself, the grateful parly in the current negotiations. What 
the status of the natKe reproRcnting Russia at Khanabad may be, 
I have but limited means of Imowing ; but if native report is to 
be trusted, — and it is all I haA^c to rely upon, — Abdur Euhinan is 
being guided entirely by this man’s advice. The result is that 
any speedy settlement is out of the question, for the crooked w^ays 
of Russian diplomacy are difficult to follow; and Avhat tho Sirdar 
may be egged on yet to demjmd, even the greatest diplomat ill 
Slierpur or Simla cannot conjecture. Ibrahim Khan, it is true. 
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brought wifli him a letter from Abdur Ealiman, which was couched 
in cordial terms. But beyond cordiality, which costa nothing 
among Eastern nations, the letter contains little of value. 
Tho Sirdar, like a precoeious child, wants to knoAv too much.’^ 
Thoro is no spontaneous outburst of gratitude, no eager accoptanco 
of our offer of the Amirship : but, ou the contrary, a cool, self- 
possessed tone of inquiry, as if the writer felt himself master of 
the situation, and meant to dictate his own terms. This is the 
moro unfortunate, because thevo is no longer a strong pownr to 
back our efforts to settle the question with the high hand of con- 
querors. Tlic chazigo of front in English politics has reacted 
upon UK here with tremendous effect, and we are appearing in the 
eyes of the peo^ffo rather ns suppliants than dictators to Abdur 
Eahraau. Porluips the Sirdar himself is of much the same 
opinion, but ho may find himself wofully mistaken in a few weeks. 
We shall not yield on every point he raises ; simiffy because we 
have other cards to play. This ho will soon bo made to under- 
stand ; and ]ie must then cliooso once for all. Ho is trying our 
patienco a good deal now ; but there arc limits to our forbearance, 
and these limits are not far distant. 

Gahul has, indeed, proved a white elephant which ^YQ cannot 
afford to feed. We aro so anxious to got rid of tho beast at any 
price, that we are thrustiiig it as a gift upon a man who looks 
upon it as his lawful property, which we have seriously injured 
while holding it tethered in our midst, The independent spirit 
shown by tho Kirdar, whether real or affected, cannot but have a 
bad effect upon tlio tribal chiefs ; and if wo allow tho negotiations 
to ^^drag*’ much longer, serious mischief may follow. Tho 
natural rostlossnoss of tho Afghans will not permit tixom to watch 
and wait for months ; and already there arc signs of a turbulent 
spirit manifesting itself. A large body of fanatical Saffs havo 
passed from Tagao into Kohistan, and our only means of counter- 
acting ilho jehad tboy are said to be raising has been to dismiss 
the Grhikai and Kohistani deputations hitherto waiting in Gabuh 
The maliks liave accordingly been sent to their homes, and it is 
hoped their efforts to maintain peace will be successful To send 
a division now into Kohistan would be to cause greater distrust in 
Turldstan than already exists, and if our negotiations are to come 
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to uiiy satisfactory point, iliis distrust naiist not bo excited. I 
have learnt from Sirdnr Ibrahim Khan, that ^vliilc ouv Mission 
'^vas liononrably recchod at Khanobad, Sirdar Abdnr Knliman was 
so mistrustful, either of his own power, or of liis followers’ fanati- 
cism, that ho had practically to treat onr representatives as pri- 
soners. Sirdar Wazirzada Afznl Khan, Ibralum Khan, and Sber 
Alahomed Klmi were lodged in a largo tent adjoining the Hirdar’s, 
as I incutioiied in a provious letter, and a strong guard surrounded 
both. The members of the Mission uTre unable to move about 
of tbeir own free-will, and they had but little, if any, oppor- 
tunity of consulting together. Al)dar Itahman can scarcely bo 
blamed for these precautions, as, in case of insult or violence ])cing 
offered to the Rirdars, he -would have heen held personally respon- 
sible for the breach of hospitality. lie does not seem to have had 
any very large Lofly of troops V’ith him, the want of money, of 
course, hindering him in his clfort.s to collect the army of Turkistan, 
about bim. Sirdar Ibrahim Khan describes lum as by far tilio 
most civilizecl, intelligent, and able Afghan ho has ever mot ; and 
though the knowdodge has heen gained in a short intorcouse, it is 
valuable as bearing out the opinions of Schuyler, Petrovsky, and 
oilier writers, who saw the man under the unfavourable conditions 
of exile and despondency. Durizig his residence in Tashliond 
Ahdur PLahman has kept himself A\ell informed on general Asiatic 
politics ; and this knowledge he is no^v applying, to the host of 
his ahility, in his negotiations with the British. 

Ihrahim Ivlmn saw a numhor of photographs of the Sirdar on 
his tent, and one of these wns presented, to him on his expressing 
a desire to carry hack a copy with him. The portrait is hy a pho- 
tographer of Tashkend, and shows a man of about forty years of 
age, broad-shouldered and stoutly built, with a face expressing 
rather stolid self-possession than striking iiitelligeiacc. A huge 
black beard covers the lozver half of the face, hut cannot hide the 
thick sensual lips, which contrast greatly with the broad forehead 
and Btnbborn eyes. The Sirdar is in uniform of Wosiern cut, and 
wears a curved sword of the kind affected by Afghan nobles. The 
face shows no marks of trouble or anxiety, and has not that 
harassed look w^hich was ho characteristic of Shero Ali and Yakuh 
Khan, Ahdur Eabman is a well-preserved man, and, if report 
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speaks truly, lias still loft to liim the energy and ambition wliioh 
made him so dangerous an enemy of >S]igi‘o Ali twolvo years ago. 

Rirdar Ibrahim Khan will return to Kliauabad in a few clays, 
carrying back him full explanations of our policy ; and these 
once given, Abdur Pmhman will bo practically in the position of 
having reccivod an ultimatum. The local sirdars persist in saying 
that he -will never come in ; but the last nows from the North is 
that the Sirdar is establishing posts between Ivhanabad and 
Charikarj thus securing rapid and safe communication with 
Koliistau and Oahul. As lie has no army worthy of the name, 
this step can he scarcely a preparation for a hostile advance, but 
looks more as if ho wore making his own passage to Sherpur 
secure when the time comes for bis journey to our camp. 


2ncZ July, 

One might well apply the words of the flowisli proverb- monger 
to Sirdar Abdur Eahman Khan : The princo that wanteth under- 
standing is a groat oppressor.” The people of Afghanistan are 
now oppressed with the burden of a Kalir oceiipaiion, because the 
prince to whom we have appealed to take the government of the 
country off our hands lacks understanding. Tie is eunuing and 
cautiouB to a fault, but he is in close danger of over-reaching 
himself. We have bo far lowered our pride as to treat with Abdur 
Eahman in order to secure peace for Afghanistan, and now wo 
are in the awkward position of finding our words twisted, their 
meaning perverted, and the Pretender posing before the nation as 
a patriot of the first water. During the past three months Mr. 
Lepcl Griffin, acting under the orders of the Goveniment of India, 
has been striving to place liimself thoroughly eii rapport with 
the Sirdar, who seemed at last to be quite earnest in his expressed 
wish to become and remain on friendly terms with us, There 
was, however, sucli hesitation in all his actions, and so strong a 
current of vacillation in his replies, that in sheer self-defence we 
had to pin him down to certain definite conditions, which he eoiild 
either accept or reject as his inclination dictated. An ultimatum, 
really, was sent to him, though we have avoided psing the term 
under the peculiar oircumstaucos in wdiioh we were placed-— vi^;., 
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that of being in possession of a kingdom which our armies 
could easily retain, but which we were most anxious to leave at 
the earliest moment. In this state document the Indian Govern^ 
incnt stated clearly and distinctly that the Sirdar would be 
welcomed as Amir of Afghanistan, and could rely upon our future 
countenance and support so long as he remained iaitliful to his 
engagements with 11 s, that Candaliar and the Kurram Valley 
could not be surrendered to him, as their fate bad once for all 
been settled. So distinctly was the latter part of the proposed 
settlement laid down, that it was added discussion is possible 
on this subject.” Nothing could have been more simple than 
this : Abdur Eahmaii could by a word become Amir of Afghan- 
istan less Candahar and Kurram ; ho had hut to say I accept,” 
and the matter was at an end. But his perversity is so great, 
that he has chosen to coustrue our terms into an offer of a united 
Afghanistan, such as his grandfather the Dost ruled over, and 
with calm assurance to say that he accepts such offer. This 
dishonesty of purpose has been pushed to such extremes that he 
has sent circulars to all the tribes, proclaiming with more or less 
insolent triumph that the British have given him the Amir ship 
of the wdiolo country, and that he wall shortly arrive among them 
to take up tho reins of powder. What sinister motive may have 
prompted such a course w^e cannot imagine, unless it bo that ilio 
Sirdar wishes to assume the rofo of a great patriotic leader, to 
accuse us of treachery in our negotiations, and thus to unite all 
parlies in a supreme effort to force ns out of the country. It may 
be urged with ecpial consistency that he wishes the i)ooplo to 
believe he is no friend of the British, and that ho only accepted 
our real terms after holding out for the restitution of tciidtory 
acquired by ns during the campaign, Tho effect of his extraor- 
dinary action upon the people has been a very unhealthy one : 
they cannot believe, in the face of our protestations, that we have 
included Candahar and Kurram in tho torma of the settlement, 
and, on the other hand, they are in a feverish state of expectancy 
as to whether the Pretender will insist upon such districts being 
sun-endereff to him — ^which would mean a revival of the war — or 
whether he will, under protest, take Afghanistan shorn of two of 
its provinces* Take Hashim Khan’s case : he was about to leave 
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for Candahar, ^vhich place, under our protection, would have proved 
a safe asylum for liim, even if liis sworn enemy, Abdur Ealiman, 
wero ruler of OaLnl. But no sooner did lie sec tLo Proloudcr'o 
circular stating; that Candahar was to revert to the now Amir, than 
he hastened to prepare for flight, suspecting us of having treacher- 
ously deceive d him ]*egarding the southern province. The circular 
was received in Cabul fifteen hours bcfoio Abdur Rahman’s an suer 
reached Mr. Lepcl Griffin, and Ilashim lOian made an effort to see 
the Chief Political Officer to gain knowledge, once for all, of the 
truth of the Pretender’s assertions. Unluckily, Ha shim Khan 
could not sec Mr. Griffin at once, and refusing to wait, ho rode olf 
to Cabul, and in company with Abdulla Khan fled in the night 
to Ohakri, in the Ghikai country beyond Xhuid Cabul. The two 
Sirdars gave out that they ^voro ghaais, probably to blind the 
tribesmen, and wc Iiavo since heard that Hashim Khan is trying 
to gather about him the disbanded sepoys of Yakub Khan’s army. 
He has two lakhs and a half of txeasure with him, and hy offer- 
ing regular payment, both to armed and unarmed men, he has 
already a little army under his control. As he has so far taken no 
action against us, a friendly letter was sent by order of Genci iil 
Stewart, inviting him to return, and assuring him that the state- 
ment about Candahar was a falscliood. His answer was that ho 
was no enemy of tlio British, hut that under existing circum- 
stances he had been ‘^'advised” to leave Cabul and watch events 
from a safo diaianco. Abdulla IChau, it is believed, is the 
‘^adviser” reforredto* that over-fed Sirdar having, like Jesliu- 
run, waxed fat and kicked out savagely. He was apparently tired 
of playing the part of a nobody in Cabul, and has now incited 
Hashim Khau to commit himself to a very foolish course of 
action. 

Since penning the above strictures upon Sirdar Abdur Rahman, 
our envoy, Sirdar Afzul Khan, ressaldar 10th Bengal Lancers, has 
arrived after a trying journey from Khanahad, Strangely enough, 
ho brings letters of most friendly import from Abdur Rahman, 
whom lie reports to be already on his way southwards. The 
Pretender marched with 2,000 men and twelve guns from IChana- 
bacl on tlio 28th of June, the clay on which he had promised to 
leave, and on tho 29th ha was encamped at Ohasma, on the 



428 The Ajg/taa IVar, 1879 — 80 . 

Islikamisli Road. 13\ thiq time be is j^robably at Kbiiijan, A\]icro 
xio doubt be will wait the arrival of our inessciigerj who left Slior- 
pur tlirco days ago. This time^ it is hoped, the negoiiatious uill 
really end, as Abdur Raliiuan will learn tliat bis fast-and-looso 
niode of dealing has exasporiitcd tlic British ffovGnnuc]it, wliieli 
will not give him another chaiieo. The arriAal of Afzul KJiau in 
most opportune, as he can explain fully, and without the caution 
lio had to use in his letters, what the Sirdar’s intentions are, 
and Avhy it is that ho lias dishonosUy perverted the meaning of 
the terms so generously offered to him. IhelicAc f am light in 
stating that both General StoAvart and i\[r. Lcpel Grillln incline 
to the opinion that the Sirdar will shortly cross the Hindu Xush 
into Kohiblan, and Avill accept the Amirship at onv hands. Of 
course, his circular came upon us as a groat surprise, and it 
was impossible to reconcile it ivitli iris previous avowals of friend- 
sljip and a desire to come to terms, hut Afijnl Khan has (deai’ed 
away some of the mistiness hanging about the affair, and what is 
facetiously called in camp “the political horAon ” is once more 
looking clearer. ddrero are still, however, many contlictiiig 
interests to he reconciled, and the news from Logar shoivs that 
the supports of Yakub's Khan’s fainily— whom, to adopt Cavag- 
nari’s term, I w'ill call “ Jacobins ” — are actively engaged in stirring 
up the tribesmen against the British. 

Yesterday (July Ist) the tribesmen grew so bold that they 
adianced to within a few miles of General Hills’ force, and gave 
our cavalry an oppovLuiiity of punishing them, Avhicli Avas not 
nogleoied. The Ghazni Field Force had been ordered to march 
to Gliarasia, and Mahomed Hasan Khan, the stanchest sup- 
porter of Yakub Khan (aa^osb imprisonment in the time of Bhero 
Ali he shared), took advantage of Gexreral Hills’ march to 
Charasia to occupy the Logar Valley with a nrixed force of 
men from ^iirmut, Kharwar, Maichin, and 'Warchik; ])ut the 
gatherings dispersed upon the Ghazni Field Force again marching 
FOuihAvarcls. Finding General Hills did not move beyond Zer- 
glmu Shahr, Hasan Khan took heart again, and induced 1,000 or 
2,000 mon to occu 2 ')y the large village of Padkhno Shaiia, on the 
Knshi side of the Logar, only twelve miles from the British 
Here they remained till yesterday morning, AAdien Palliser’s cavaljiy 
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brigade, 550 strong, came down upon them and scattered them in 
all directions. 

The particulars of iho action are as follow; — General Hills 
heard on tTiine 3()tli that the village had been occupied in force, 
and lie ordered the cavalry brigade to move out at 3.30 a.im. 
yesterday. Brigadier-General Palliser’s instructions wore to re- 
connoitre their position, and if an opportunity occurred, to attack 
them in the open. His force was made np of 231 sabres of the 
1st Punjab Cavalry, 158 of the 2nd Punjab Cavalry, and 188 
lances of the 19th Bongal Lancers. Upon nearing the spur 
which runs down from Kushi towaixls the Logar Paver, small 
parties of the enemy were seen, and the advanced cavalry scouts, 
on gaining somo rising ground from which Padkhao Shana could 
ho seen, reported iho main body to be in full retreat in the direc- 
tion of iho Altiinour Hills, which separate the Logar district from 
Zurmut. Their strength appeared to be about 1,500 footmen 
and a few cavalry. General Palliscr detached a troop of the 
‘2nd Punjab Cavalry to watch the village, and with 502 sabres and 
lance went in pursuit of tho enemy. The latter, seeing the 
cavalry bearing down upon them, broke into detached Imois, and 
took advaiiLago of the dillicult ground to make good their flight. 
The cavalry, however, followed them np very quickly, in spite of 
iho stony nature of tho ground and the ditlicultios presented by 
nullahs and ravines, and tho two squadrons of the 1st Punjab 
Cavalry and tlu^ 19th Lancers in the front line were soon hotly 
engaged. The enemy fought with desperation, and tried to reform 
their line, hut withoufi success, Tlioy sheered off to right and 
left, and were cut down by tho supporting squadrons of the 1st 
and 2nd Punjab Cavalry. The pursuit continued for two hours, 
until the mouth of tho vVltimour Pass had been reached. Here 
the cavalry were halted. They Avere then about eight miles from 
Padkhao Shana, whither they quickly returned. Two hundred 
bodies are said to have been counted on the ground. Oitr casual- 
ties are now reported as four sowars lulled, twenty-three wounded, 
and one British officer, Captain Barrow, wounded. The ground 
was such as to give many opportunities for severe hand-todmnd 
fighting, in Avhich Major Atkinson, Isi Punjab Cavalry, and Cap- 
tain Leslie Bishop, 2nd Pilnjab Cavalry, are specially inantioned 
by those present as having displayed determined brav6i*y. There 
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were many hairbreadth escapes among the officers and men, 
notably in the case of Colonel Yorke, 19th Bengal Lancers, who 
received a bullet through his helmet, a second ball grazing his 
forehead. His orderly was shot dead at his side. This 3nan, 
Tewand bliiig, had distinguished himself earlier in the day, when 
Captain Barrow was wounded. Captain Barrow, who was acting 
us orderly officer to General Palliser, engaged siiigle-hcaiidcd with 
an Afghan malik, who fought with great coolness and bravery. 
Ho Avas armed with rifle, shield, iulway, and the usual long knife. 
As Captain Barrow rode at him ho fired his rifle, wounding the 
officer’s horse in the neck. He then betook himself to his sword, 
and warded off all blows with his shield. Captain Barrow 
received two severe cuts, the first disabling his bridle-hand, and 
the second cutting deep into his right fore-arm. Just at this 
moment JewancI Sing and Sowar Gholani IQian, of the 1st 
Punjab Cavalry, rode up, and the Afghan, who had already boon 
badly wounded, was killed out of hand. In the ranks of the 
enemy was one of the deserters from the Saj^pers and Miners, who 
would not fight, but begged for mercy. IIo was shot in the 
midfCj and his Snider rifle recovered. Hasan Khan dosortocl 
the tribesmen at the commencement of the action, riding away to 
a place of safety as soon as our cavalry appeared. The cavalry 
did not reach camp at Zerghun Sliahr until half-past six at night, 
having been fifteen hours uninterruptedly in the saddle, and 
having ridden over forty miles since morning. As they rode into 
camp, all the regiments turned out and cheered them heartily. 
The results of this bidlliant little action cannot fail to be most 
beneficial for a time at least, as Logar is once move cleared of 
malcontent tjibesmcn. 

It is said that Plashim Khan intended sending a contingent 
from Ghakri over the Ghilzai Hills, but the prompt action taken 
by General Hills stopped this, and Hashim Khan has again 
written in to say ho is “ no enemy of the British.’’ He may well 
be afraid of putting himself at the head of men in the field when 
ho sees how easily our troops scatter the forces opposed to them. 
Our cavalry have never done so well as at Padkhao Shana during 
the present campaign ; no English cavalry regiment was present, 
the honours of the fight resting with the Ist and 2n<l Punjab 
Cavalry and the 19th Bengal Lancers* 
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CHAPTER XXX. 

Ailival of Abclur Ufiliman at Tiitandan'a iu Koliistan — Preparations Cor the Evacuation 
of Cabiil — A Deputation sent from Cabul to the Sirdar— The Friends and Enemies 
of the future Amir — Attitude of the ICohistanis, Grhilzais, and Wardaks — Mntioraed 
Jan and Muslik-i-Alam's Aeceptaiico of Abdar Rahman— Durbar at Sherpur on 
duly 22nd— Formal Acknowledgment of Ahdur Rahman as Amir by the British 
(joveriimcnt — Mr. Lepel GrifTin’s Address to the Chiefs — Sir Donald Stewoi't’a 
Appeal to their Patriotism — Abdur Rahman's Departure from Ohariknr— Resigna* 
lion of "Wall ]\[aboiiicd, Governor of Cabnl — News of the Maiwand Disaster— 
Prohable Movement of J.0,000 Troops to Gandahar—Interview between Mr. Lepel 
Griflin and the Amir — Discussion of Terms— The Amir’s Demeanour — Second 
Interview — A fJatisfactory Settlement arrived at. 

FjARLY in July Sir Donald Stewart sent a final message to Sirdar 
Abdur Babman Khan, requesting him to come to Cabul to discuss 
blie terms of a sotUemeiit, and on tbe 15tb of July the Sirdar 
readied Tutandarra^ near Cliarikaib in Koliistan. His passage 
over the Hindu Kiiali had beon a very trying one. On the 9th of 
July we had sent a deputation of Cabul gentlemen to Kohistan 
to pay their respects to the future Amir. Among these men were 
Ahdul Kadiib the head Kazi of the city, who was the bearer of a 
letter to Abdur from the chief Political Officer ; the Ghilzai Chief 
of Tezin, and Sirdar Yusuf Khan, Barakzai, The negotiations 
seemed to he progressing so well that all preparations were made 
for evacuating Cabul by the 16th of August, and large convoys 
started daily from the Bala Hissar with stores and surplus ammu- 
nition for India. The following letters describe tho close of tbe 
negotiations : — 

IQth Jiihj) 1880. 

There now seems every prospect of a satisfactory settlement 
being made with Abdur Rahman, who will shortly leave Tutan- 
darra for Cliariliar, tlience coming to any place which the British 
representatives at Cabul may name. Ho raises no objection to 
this ; expresses his strong wish to malce a firm and friendly 

* It will be Beoi). from tRia tliat tbe evaouatioii of Oabul waa decided upea long 
before tbe MaiwantI disaster was made Icnoivn, 
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arraugement with the British^ and is more anxious for i:)orsonal 
interviews than even we could he. Since his arrival in KohisLan 
the tone of his messages, and liis reception of the clopntation of 
Cahul gentlemen sent to him at Tutanclarra, have been nioi'c than 
cordial; and there can bo no reasonable doubt that ho has 
finally determined to unreservedly accept the English conditions, 
and find his strength in an English alliance. This being the 
case, it is of some importance to know what the strength and 
party of Abdur Ealiman in Northern Afghanistan are ; and on 
this subject we have a good deal to guide ns, It may bo pre- 
sumed that the Government did not blindl}^ pin its faith to Abdur 
Rahman before it had ascertained that there was a sufficioiitly 
large party in Afghanistan to ensure some proraiso of stahility if 
the Sirdar himself was capable and considerate to his political 
opponents. It is understood that Mr. Lopel Grifiln came to Cahul 
with instructions from the late viceroy (Lord Lytton) to enter 
into communication with Ahdiir Rahman, and ascertain if ho were 
a chief suited to the Government purposes, and that communica- 
tions were accordingly opened with the Sirdar within a few days of 
the arrival of the Chief Political Officer in Cahul. I'hese have 
been continued without inierniption since, until Abdur [iahman 
has now felt himself strong enough to respond to the Government 
invitation ; and unless unforeseen accidents occur within the next 
month, it would seem certain that ho will he Amir of Ciibul. 

Some critics have assumed that, as in the first IVirbar held after 
Mr, Griffin’s arrival at Cabul the only candidate.-^ for the Amirsliip 
actually named were Wall hfahomed Khan, Hashim, Mim Jan, 
and Ayuh Khan, the question of the possibility of Abdur PLalimaii 
had then not been considered by the Government. But a com- 
parison of dates shows that Ibis must be incorrect, and it is con- 
sequently probable that, looking at the formidable character of the 
atnied opposition at that time, and the ignorance of the Sirdar’s 
character and int( 3 ntions, his name was expressly excluded, not 
because negotiations Avith him had not commenced, but that 
Yakub Khan’s faction — who were then assembling in immense 
numbers, and would have become far more formidable but for their 
defeat at Ahmed Khel and Charasia — might not be rendered des- 
perate and be strengthened by the knowledge that the person to 
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whom they were most opposed had been selected by Grovernmont, 
while it was uncertain whether he would; after all; prove suitable. 
The delay which had taken place in coming to an understanding 
with Ahdur Eahmaii is indeed small when the magnitude of the 
interests at stake is considered, and the distance at which the 
Sirdar -svas residing on the other side of the Hindu Kush. It 
will have been no more than four months from the arrival of Mr, 
Griffin at Oabul, and the opening of negotiations with Abdur 
Rahman, before these are virtually completed, and the army can 
then be withdrawn as quickly as military exigencies or regard for 
the life and health of the troops will permit. 

It is A^cry difficult to say Avhat strength Abdur Rahman possesses 
in Afghanistan, as it was difficult to know what really constituted 
the party of Yakub Khau or Musa Jan, One thing certain is that 
a V 037 large number of undecided persons of all tribes Avill accept 
any Amir wiio may be chosen by the Government, and formally 
notified according to the Mahomedaii religion. Constant eilbrts 
have been directed by the Political Department at Oabul to break 
up all the strong opposition j)arties ; to enlist on the side of the 
Government nominee the religious feeling of the country, and 
especially the assistance of the great religious loaders (which has 
been successfully done) ; and to break up those groat tribes which 
are under the control of chiefs of more or less importance, so 
that no formidable organized resistance might he offered to the 
new Amir, The most important tribe in Afghanistan is undoubt- 
edly the Ghilzais. The Andaris, one of the most important of 
the southern sections of the tribe, are entirely in favour of Abdur 
Rahman, as are a great majority of the Tarakis. Tho iiorthei’u 
Ghilzais are very much under tho control of their chieft, the most 
important of whom is Asmatullah Khan, of llisarakandLughman. 
Ho, it has just boon announced, has addressed Mr. Griffin, and 
expressed his entire Avillingness to accept the Amir chosen by the 
English, even if this should be Abdur Rahman. Another impor- 
tant Gliilzai chief, Khau Mahomed Khan, of Teziii, is Avith the 
deputation sent to Charikar to Avelcorae Abdur Rahman. Padshah 
Khan Avill be opposed to the Sirdar ; Maizullali Elian AviU probably 
join him ; Faiz Mahomed Khan has openly declared that he wijl 
be in opposition- On the whole, it may ho said that about half of 

]? J 
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the important Ghilzai tribe will be in favour of the now Amir. 
Others, should his conduct be conciliatory, would bo doubtless won 
over later. The Kohistanis, who are almost entirely Tajiks, and 
between whom and the Afghans there is not much lovo lost, can 
also he counted upon- 

There is, however, a strong party in favour of Shore All’s 
family; but, roughly speaking, two-thirds of Kohistan and Koh- 
Daman may he estimated on the side of the Sirdar. It is worth 
noting, in spite of the reports to the contrary, that General Mir 
Said Khan, of Istalif, and Mir Butcha Khan have not yet visited 
ALdur Eahman. They are doubtful of their reception, and with 
excellent reason, as they have been illegitimately collecting Govern- 
ment revenue, which they know any organized Government at 
Cabul would compel them to disgorge. The Wardaks, between 
Logar and Ghazni, are unfriendly, hut may he won over by good 
treatment. They will very much follow the example of Mahomed 
Jan and Mushk-i-Alam, The latter has for some time past been 
working honestly in the interests of peace, and has written that 
he, together with all the important chiefs assembled in Maidan, 
are ready to accept the choice of the British Government. The 
Sirdars of the ruling house are naturally unfriendly, as the adhe- 
rents of the party of Azim Khan and Afziil Khan have long been 
banished or reduced by Shere All to impotence, A good many of 
the smaller sirdars belong to this party, and are on Abdur 
Bahman’s side; hut the men who have money — like Hashim 
Khan, Wall Mahomed, Ibrahim Khan, Karim Khan — are, as a 
matter of course, in opposition. 

The future depends very much on the Sirdar’s own conduct. If 
he chooses to take a conciliatory course, he may help his own 
against the strong opposition against him* If he becomes as 
unpopular in Cabul as he is in Turkistan, by oppressing the people 
and exacting money from the traders, he will not last very long. 
Already the news of bis exactions has caused the wholesale flight 
from the city of the Indian merchants of Cabul — two kajilas of 
whom have already marched to India with their families ; while 
trade is almost entirely stopped between Cabul, Turkistan, and 
Bokhara, The necessities of the Sirdar’s position, and his almost 
absolute want of funds, arc, to a certain extent, an excuse for this ; 
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but unless he desires to alienate the trading classes, which will be 
a very great blow to the pros2}erity of his kingdom, he will have to 
entirely change his policy with them. 


July. 

To-day the first step in tho settlement of Afghanistan has been 
taken, and a now page turned in the history of our relations with 
Cabul, Wo have formally acknowledged the Sirdar Abdur 
Eahmaii Khan, son of Mir Afzul Khan, eldest son of Dost 
Mahomed, as Amir of Cabul, and haTO promised him our support 
so long as he remains friendly to the British Grovernment. Events 
have marched so rapidly within the last few days that many of 
us can scarcely realize the importance of to-day’s proceodings. 
Mahomed Jan and the chiefs assembled in Maidan, sent in a 
friendly deputation, and this was a piece of good fortune which we 
scarcely anticipated. The old moollah, Mushk-i-Alam, had, it is 
true, written to say ho would accept the ruler whom we favoured, 
but it was not expected tluit secessions from the Jacobin party 
would follow so rapidly. The deputation sent by Mahomed Jan 
to Sherpur offered to make unconditional submission to the British 
authorities, but this was a proceeding deemed impolitic hy Sir 
Donald Stewart and Mr. Lcpel Griffin. Our object is to strengthen 
Abdur Ralrman’s hands as much as possible, not to gather a party 
about ourselves, and tho profibred sirbmission was diverted to tho 
Sirdar. This gives the latter the appearance of being chosen of 
tho people rather than forced upon them by our dictation, and our 
anxiety is to ally ourselves openly with no party, though we are 
quite willing to acknowledge the strongest man. Two sons of 
Mushk-i-Alam and seven Wardak chiefs ai^e now at Charikar, 
whoro they will he far more useful than in Sherpur, and the effect 
upon the popular mind is proportionately great. If the champion 
of Yakub and Musa Khan’s claims considers the chances of a 
restoration to power of Shore Ali’s family at an end, it is not likely 
the lesser lights will continue in factious opposition. My last 
letter explained at length tho then strength of Abdur Rahman’s 
party, and it will be seen that he is now quite powerful enough, 
with his new allies from Maidan, to hold his own in OabuL His 
promise to the traders not to raise forced loans and to repay at 

F F 2 
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once tlie money lie has extorted from mercliaTits in Turldstan lias 
soothed the feelings of the Cabul people, who have hitherto looked 
with dismay upon the prospect of his coming to rule over them. 
It would have been a fatal piece of folly if, as Amir, he renewed his 
tyranny, and there are already signs on the part of the rich citizens 
here of readiness to advance him money on the security of future 
revenue. Once he has funds wherewith to raise and equip an 
army, the Amir elect may reasonably hope to scatter the remininta 
of the Jacobin faction and to disperse A)ub Khan’s army if it 
turns away from Candahar and reaches Ghazni. Abdur Eahman 
will inevitably have to fight some of the malcontents remaining 
after our armies have withdrawn over the Shutargardan and beyond 
Jugdulluck, and our belief is that he ivill be strong enough to 
crush all other pretenders, though he himself may exhaust his 
means in the struggle. He must then turn to the British for 
countenance and support, as there is a strong feeling against 
Enssian interference with the country, and we shall probably 
revert to the old policy of a liberal annual subsidy. What con- 
ditions will be imposed if the subsidy is granted only the Homo 
Government perhaps at present knows ; but unless the war is to 
be fruitless, they must be somewhat on the lines laid do\YH in the 
Gundamak Treaty — the presence of a British Envoy in Cabul 
being Avaived for the present. 

The Durbar was held at five o’clock this evening, three large 
tents having been pitched in the Cantonment, about 150 yards 
from the Head-quarters’ Gate. All the afternoon, sirdars and 
persons of lesser note came streaming through the 72 nd Gate- 
way, Avith their Avilcl-looking retainers on horseback and on foot. 
The order against the carrying of arms, so Aviscly enacted by Bir 
Frederick Eoborts in October, is still in force ; but privileged 
persons, such as Sirdar Wali Maliomed Kban and the three 
lepresentatiA^es sent by Abdur Eahman from Gharikar, AA^ere 
to-day allowed small escorts of armed men. With carbines, 
or Enfield rifles, slung at their back, a sword dangling from their 
waisi-belt, pistols and laiives stuck in their ’kimmerhiimls, these 
horsemen trotted about full of their oAvn importance, ovidently 
looldng upon the Durbar as held for the special honour of their 
xuasteiB. The said masters were, as usual, gorgeous In crimson, 
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purple, and gold ; but I have so often described the greasy Cabiil 
Sirdar in all his glory that I am loth to trot him out again, even 
on such an historic occasion as the present. We missed the hand- 
some Arab HaRliim Khan used to ride, and that mountain of 
flesh, Abdulla Khan, awed us no more ; the two Sirdars are brood- 
ing over tlioir wrongs in Kharwar or Zurmut, and their hearts 
will be full of bitterness when they learn of the success Abdur 
Rahman has scored. Wali Mahomed, as Governor of Cabul, was a 
person of some importance in his own eyes, though his tenure of 
power is now a very weak one, for he will be scarcely rash enough 
lo court death hy remaining at his post wdieii our army files out 
of Sherpur. Sirdars and servants were the chief living features 
in cantonments, between the Club and the Head-quarters, all the 
afternoon, for in his anxiety to secure a ‘'good place’' each 
petty member of the Barakzai family took time by the forelock, 
and hastened to the Durbar tents an hour or two before the hour 
fixed for the solemn proceedings. The guard of honour of 100 
men, furnished by the 72nd Highlanders, under the command 
of Captain Garnett, fell in about half-past four o’clock, and to 
the cheery quick-step of “ Scotland yet,” marched off to where the 
gathering crowd of British officers and Afghan notabilities had 
begun to arrange itself. We have not the means wherewith to 
arnu^ge a grand spectacle, and nothing could have been more 
commonplace than the throe tents in which the Durbar was to be 
held. Facing Bemaru Heights was the largest of all, lowering 
above its near neighbour, which again dwarfed the Durbar tent 
2 )roper, an old weather-beaten canvas affair, dull red in colour, 
once the property of the Amir. The guard of honour formed up 
at the entrance to the northernmost tent, the linos of bayonets 
shining out in the sunshine, and duly impressing certain weak- 
kneed sirdars, who shuiHed along to their places in very undignified 
fashion. There had been an effort made to give some picturesque 
colouring to the interior of the small tent wherein sirdars knelt 
on one side while British officers sat comfortably on their own 
particular chairs and camp-stools on the other. Persian oarpets 
covered tho dusty floor, shawls were thrown over the chairs of 
state reserved for the representatives of the British Government, 
while the very shabby tent-poles wero swathed in Icinkoh work. 
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The dusky faces of the sirdars showed no more sonaihility, after 
once the crowd had settled or wriggled itself into something like 
order, than w^onld so many masks on lay figures : our i^olicy 
is so inscrutable to men like Wali Mahomed that any now declar- 
ation is placidly aw^aited with almost henevolont indifferonco. 
The rows of turbans, many-coloured and full of strange pcculi- 
aritics in shape and folding, covered the shaven scalps of raon 
whose thoughts turned, doubtless, upon what new phase the affairs 
of Afghanistan wore about to take. Sirdar Wali Mahomed looked 
anxious and dispirited, as must a man whose power is slipping 
rapidly away ; the stuttering Shahbaz Khan, our whilom G over nor 
of Kohistau ; Ibrahim Khan, who has worked all along heartily in 
our cause ; Sher Mahomed Khan, a man who has studied Western 
politics and knows which of our Generals hails from Ireland, 
which from Scotland, and which from England ; Yusuf Khan, -who 
has unreservedly thrown in his lot with Ahdur Rahman Khan ; 
Saiwar Klian, who fought against us in December ; all these 
princes of the Barakzai dynasty Averc hiding whatever curiosity 
they felt Avifch a kind of listless dignity which deceived no one hut 
themselves. Three strangers were in the first row of the sirdars : 
these were General Katol IGaan, Mahomed Amin Khan, and 
‘^the Saiad Sahib/' sent by Ahdur Rahman to represent him 
at the Durbar. They Averc rather sorrily arrayed for such an 
occasion, their long residence in Tashkend having perhaps made 
them indifferent to the beauties of oriental attire, but as the 
representatives of the future Amir they had to be treated Avith 
every consideration. Contrasting Avith the flowing Avliito robes 
or richly -coloured coats of the Afghan portion of the assembly Avere 
the quieter uniforms of the officers of the garrison, lighted up 
here and there by the gold and glitter of the Staff, always the 
'‘show-men” on occasions of this kind, A few of our Mends 
from Logar and '' clowm the line ” had come in on leave, so that 
the force in Northern Afghanistan was well represented. With 
military punctuality, Sir Donald Stewart, accomp anted by Sir 
Frederick Roberts, Air. Lepel Griffin, and the members of the 
Head-quarters* Staff in Shorpxir, reached the Durbar tents ; the 
usual formalities of presenting arms, &c., were gone through, 
and then the three men Avith whose names the present settlement 



439 


Addressing the Chiefs. 

will liencofoi’fcli be moai closely associated took their scats in 
solemn Durbar. The representatives of Abdur Kahman wore 
presented, hand-shakings exchanged in Western fashion, and the 
proceedings began. 

Sir Donald Stewart, with a soldier’s brevity, said he wished to 
explain to the Sirdars, Chiefs, and people assembled, the reason 
for holding the Durbar and requesting their presence and that 
of the English officers stationed in Cabul. It was that the public 
recognition by the Government of England of Sirdar Abdur 
Eahmau ICian as Amir of Oabul should be made known with as 
much honour as possible, Mr. Lepel Griffin would explain more 
in detail the views and wishes of the Government on this impor- 
tant subject. Major Euan Smith, Political Officer with General 
Hills’ Division, translated this short preamble into Persian, after 
which Mr. Griffin read the following speech in the same lan- 
guage 

“ SlIU>AR3, OlIIKrS, m 

It is Uttlo more thjin three raoutha ago that, by cammand of His Excellency 
the Viceroy of ladia, I explained to you in Durbar the intentions of the Uritish Govern- 
ment with regard to the future of Afghanistan. I then told you it was not intended 
to annex tlio country ; but that the armies of Kor Majesty tite Queen-Empress would l)e 
withdrawn so soon us the prospect of a settled administration had been assured, and a 
chief acknowledged as Amir who should not only he animated by friendly sentiniGnts 
tow'ards tlio Englisli Government, hut have the cordial support of his own countrymen. 
Since that time General Sir Donald Stewart, General Sir Frederick Eoheits, and myself, 
have endeavoured to carry into effect the wiahe,^ of the Goyerament, and you ara sum- 
moned here to-day to hear tliat our efforts have l)cen aucressfiil. The aourse of evenU 
having placed Sirdar Abdur Iiahman Xhan in a position which fnIfijK the udshesand 
expectations of the Goveruineut, the Viceroy of India and the Government of Her Moj-t 
Gracious Jlajesty the Queen-Emprc.ss arc pleased to announco that they publicly recog- 
nize Sirdar Abdur Ralmian Khan, grandaon of the illuairioua Amir Dost Mahomed Khan, 
aa Amir of Cabul. 

It ia to the Government a source of satisfaction that the tribes and chief.s have pre- 
ferred a distinguished member of the Baralszai family, who is a venowuod soldier, wise, 
and experionced. His sentiments towards the British Government arc most friendly ; 
and so long aa hia rule shows that he is animated by these seotirnenta, he cannot fail to 
receive the sujjport of the British Government. He will heat show his friendship for the 
Government by treating those of hia subjects who have done ua service as his Mends. 

“ Ohieps and Geni’lkmek, —In accordance with assurances already conveyed to you, 
tlm armies of the Queen-Empress will shortly withdraw within those frontiers which 
wei'e decided by treaty with the ex- Amir, Mahomed Yakub Kban, Wo trust and drmly 
believe that your remembrance Of the English will not bo unkindly. We have fought 
you in tlm field whenever you opposed us j but your religion has in no way been inter- 
fered with j the honour of your women has been respected, and every one has been 
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secure in possession of his property. Whatever has lieen necessary for tlie support of 
the army has been liberally jiaid for. Since I camo to Cabul, I liaro been in daily 
intcicour&e witliyou j but I have never heard an Afghan luahe a complaint of the con- 
duct of any snlclior, English or Native, helonging to Ilor Maje-sty's aimy. 

'* The British Gfovernment has always been Avell-diapos-cd towards Afghanistan. You 
all know hoTv it supported and assisted the former nilers of the country. It hag no 
other wish than your happiness and i)ro^perity ; and it is witli this object alone that 
to day it recogniaes Sirdar Abdur Italimau Kbaii as Amir of Cabul.” 


Mr. Griffin then read tlae speech in English for the bene fiL of tho 
officers of the garrison, and a Pushtu translation was read hy Mr. 
Ciumingham, Mr. Griffin’s Secretary. Not a sign of intelligence, 
nor an expression of approbation or dissent, was made in the 
assembly. From the Sikh and Ghoorka sentries standing in rear 
of the tent to the fringe of tatterdemalion retainers peering in 
over the sirdars’ heads, all were quiet as if cogitating upon tho 
new policy enunciated. Our late envoys to the Sirdar, Af/ml Khan 
and Ibrahim Khan, standing behind Sir Donald Stewart, stroked 
their beards silently and proudly; this was the outcome of their 
dangerous journey to Khan ah ad. Those of ns who had marched 
with Sir Prederick Roberts over the Shntargardan, and borne tlie 
heat and burden of the day when the cry of ^^retribution ’’ “was 
raised after Cavagnari’s death, were delighted that our Gciierars 
name had been linked with those of Sir Donald Stewart and 
Mr. Griffin in regard to that w^ork of settlement wffiich tho Gov- 
erimient view with such satisfaction. There is a tendency to 
forgot, in the present political turmoil, tho work done last 
autumn — work for which no reward has been given ; and this is 
more ungenerous in the case of a soldier, such as General 
Roberts proved himself, than it would be with a diplomat who 
can always look with confidence to future chances of distinction. 

The Durbar was brought to an end by an earnest appeal on Sir 
Donald Stewart’s part to all the Sirdars and Chiefs, who were 
asked to sink their private quarrels and unite in supporting the 
new Amir. Major Euan Smith rendered this appeal in Persian 
so earnestly and with such emphasis that its effect ^vas to stir a 
little ripple of animation in the dead sea of faces that had made 
no sign hitherto. Sirdar Ynsiif Khan promised on his own part 
so to act for the good, of his country ; and with his spontan- 
eous little outburst the Durbar closed. In a few minutes Generals 
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and subalterns jostled each other , Sirdars and servants mingled 
in familar groups, the tents wore clear, the guard marching oif, 
and thus our acknowledgment of Sirdar Abdur Eahman Khan 
as Amir was publicly made. To-day is the 22nd of July ; it was 
on the 24th of July last year that Gavagnari made his entry into 
Cabul under the aus]^nces of Yakub Khan. Then all seemed 
plain-sailing; now the outlook is nearly as 2 >lacid ; but all who 
have soldiered over the Indus since November 1878 pray that tho 
present satisfactory settlement” may not prove as deceptive and 
rotten as that consummated at Gundamak, 

The Sirdars present in Durbar were as follow : — 


Wali Mahomed Khan. 
Yusuf Khan. 

Sher Mahomed Khan, 
Nur Mahomed Khan, 
Mahomed Sarwar Khan, 
Shahhaz Khan. 
Amin-ud-dowla Khan. 


Mahomed Asaf Khan, 
Gholam Khan. 
Mahomed Karim Khan, 
Shahd Mahomed Khan. 
Mahomed Ali Jan. 
Abdul Kaium Khan, 
Mahomed Samir Khan. 


mil July. 

There has been a lull since the sudden outburst of political 
activity shown in tho Durbar on the 22nd of July, but there is 
nothing to indicate that the wheels of the Indo-Afghan mill which 
is grinding out a new Government for Cahul are at all clogged. 
Tho new Amir has just left Oharikar, but he has little if any- 
armed gathering about him, and if he is to take over Sherpur 
and the Bala Hissar when we leave ho ought to have at least 
6,000 men at his back. Our acknowledgment of his claims baa of 
course given him new prestige in the eyes of many of the chiefs ; 
and as, at our advice, ho is wisely adopting a conciliatory tone 
both towards the Cabul citizens and peo^de hitherto devoted to 
Shere AH’s family, there is great hope that his power will steadily 
expand. Being a man suspicious and reticent in the extreme, he 
does not take us much into his confidence ; but his auxiety to 
have personal interviews with Sir Donald Stewart and Mr. Lepel 
Griffin is not all concealed. It is well known here that there 
are many points of detail to be discussed and settled before we 
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leave, and sucb settlement can be far more easily brouglii about 
by personal interviews than by continuous lotter-wrltiiig. Mr. 
Lepel Griffm is aboat to go out to General Gough’s camp at Kila 
Dushmau,"^’ and it is understood that tlio Amp- will pitch his camp 
at Ak Serai, five or six miles further north on tho Istalif Road. 
It would be unwise for our representative to go out before tho 
Amir has actually left Charikar, as a loss of dignity would surely 
result from auy appearance of waiting upon Hia Majesty's 
pleasure.’’ On Friday Mr. Griffin leaves for Kila Dushman, and 
upon bis report Sir Donald Stowart will time his own visit to 
Koh-Daman. Then we shall be able, at last, to take an exact 
estimate of the now Amir’s strength, and form some judgment of 
his feelings towards tho British Government, An exile for so 
many years from Afghanistan, he may push his inq^uisitivenoss as 
to our intentions to an awkward extent. We are not prepared to 
promise too much either in tho way of subsidy or moral support, 
and before any conditions a],’G made we may have to probe his 
relations with his friends at Tashkend pretty deeply. Tho fate of 
Shere Ali should serve as a warning to Abdur Raliman ; but 
p)rompiecl by Kaufmann and others, ho may look upon England 
under a Liberal Government as a friend and ally of Russia. 
But, if I mistake not, he will bo given clearly to undorstand that 
while the Courts of St. James’s and St. Petersburg may be on 
the best terms with each other, it is not part of the British 
policy at least that minor kingdoms sneh as Afghanistan should 
conduct their foreign relations independently. There are too 
many interests involved for us to tolerate intrigues by any foreign 
power in a country bordering on India ; and if in our generosity 
we sink our claim to station an English officer at Oabul, we shall 
demand that no other European State shall be represented there. 

Perish India ! ” is not yet the cry of the Radical party in Eng- 
land, and until that watchword has been accepted by the English 
jieople, our best efforts will be directed to warding oif clangor from 
our Indian possessions. In our late acknowledgment, while advis- 
ing the Amir to remain friendly with us, we made no montiou of the 
conditions under which that friendship could be best maintained. 

* (General brigado bad moved into Koh-Baman iu conseqaence of tbe turba- 

ienoe of Ibe Safia. 
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That task still remains. Whatover the Indian Government may 
have decided, there must he some line laid clovm to guide the 
Amir in his course of action Avhen he has made his power supreme 
over all rivals. If he he left to his owm devices he may invite all 
bis friends from Eussian Turkistan to visit him in the Bala His- 
ear, and India may again be startled by news of the honour done 
in Oabul to the represoutatives of the Czar. The stories told of 
two Eussian agents being in the camp at Kb ana bad have never 
really boon discredited, but it is unlikely the Amir will allow them 
publicly to accompany him when he leaves Ak Serai for Zimina 
on Saturday. The next few days will seo the final details of 
the settlement of Cabul discussed and formulated, and when 
wo turn our backs upon the city next month wo shall be cou- 
tout in our knowledge that ;vo have left the most powerful 
prince to succeed us, and that the difficulties he will have to face 
are sufficiently great to prevent him meddling with foreign politics 
for some time to come. 

We have withdrawn our guard of sopoy>s from the Kotwali in 
the city, and Sirdar Wall Mahomed has so little coniideneo in any 
hut British bayonets that he has promptly resigned his Governor' 
ship of Cabul. Sirdar Y'usuf Khan, wdio has done much to aid us 
in re-Gstablishing a settled Government, has been made Governor, 
and holds the city now as the representative of the Amir. As a 
consequence of this, the citizens have begun to swagger again in 
all thoir turbulont boaafcfuhioas, and our soldiers are warned 
against entering the bazaars. Armed men are now constantly 
scon, and many of us thinic it is perhaps a little premature 
to repeal the law forbidding the carrying of arms. It is not an 
uncommon sight now, even in Sherpur, to meet men ou horse* 
hack or on foot with Enfield rifles at their hacks, and knives in 
their girdles. To-day I saw one of the military police “showing 
the door to three Afghan sepoys. These men had cross-boUs, 
pouches, and bayonets, but carried their rifles slung over thoir 
shoulders in a very unsoldier-like way. How they had crept into 
caiitonmeuts no one could find out, but they were quite self- 
posaeBsed, and wore very observant of all that was going on, 
They are probably sepoys, who being sent from Oharikar to recruit 
men for the Amir’s army, had taken advantage of some Pa than 
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being on sentry at one of the gates to walk iiUo Sbcrjniv and criti» 
cize our arrangements. 


^nd AmjufiL 

Interest has been divided, during tbo jnist week, between the 
startling news from Candabar'*’ and the near approach of ilic now 
Aniir to Cabul. The Canduhar bgavs is serious enough, but Ave 
are still in the dark as to the exact extent of our defeat on the 
Girishk Koad, and conse^iueutly can only speculate vaguely upon 
the 3*esults of the action. Already a strong division has been 
told off to march southwards, if the Government of India 
should consider the necessity sufficiently urgent. Sir Frederick 
Eoherts Avill have command, and his old troops Avill he quite equal 
to dealing with Ayub Ivhaii, if the latter tries to follow np his 
first success. It may be disappointing to regiments just on the 
eve of returning to the civilization of the plains to find themselves 
marching aAvay to Candahar ; but tho work has to ho done, and 
our soldiers sink their feelings, or calculate that after all it is 
only reaching the railway at Sibi instead of KaAval Pindi/* The 
plan is to take a division made up of British, Ohoorka, and 
Sikh infantry, Avith a fair allowance of cavalry and two or thi'co 
mountain batteries (including the screAV-gnns), and march steadily 
upon Candahar, doing our fighting on the way, hut never halting 
or going off the route to meet the enemy. Of course the floAver 
of the force about Cabul having been taken aAvay (say 10,000 men), 
it would he iinperati\^e that the army left in Sherpur should retire 
upon the Kh^her line, letting in the new Amir to assume power in 
Cabul without further delay. To remain in occupation of Cabul 
would be false policy, as not only would the people bo irritated at 
our presence and tempted to harass our Aveakened force, but the 
Amir would grow unpopular, as he would seem to he allying him- 
self too intimately with the Kafir intruders. The diversion of 
troops to Candahar must not be looked upon as settled, for there 

The ne-wB of the Maiwand disaster reached Sir Donald Stewart on July 29t;h, the 
first telegtam speaVmg of the “annihilation” of deneral nnrio'wa’ bingiide. Lo-tcr 
telegrams showed that the defeat, while serious enough, was not so terrible ns at first 
reported. The news Avas kept as secret as possible, ag it Avas feared that the negotia- 
tions Avith Abdur Eahman might be delayed if the new complications in Southern 
Afghanistan were made kuoAPn, 
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are many considerations yet to be thought of before such a stop 
could be taken. The defeat of the brigade at Khuslc-i-Naklmd 
may have been exaggerated, or AyuVs success not pushed to its 
full extent, in which case the force under General Phayre at 
Peshin might suffice to re-establish our power in Southern 
Afghanistan. Again, Ayub may not choose to waste his strength 
against Candahar itself, but may turn northwards and march 
leisurely to Ghazni, gathering strength day by day. In this case, 
wc certainly should not send a force from Caudahar to follow him, 
and if we did not occupy Ghazni in strength, the tenure of Abdur 
Ealiinan’s power in Cabul would be very short indeed. All the 
Jacobin faction would be united at Ghazni, and the prestige 
attaching to Ayub Khan would make him a loader whom the new 
Amir might well dread. 

But, as in a few days our course of action will probably be made 
clear, the Candahar matter can be left where it stands, while local 
politics are dealt with. Our representatives have at last met 
Abdur Rahman Khan face to face, and although part of their 
programme — a public Durbar — has not been carried out, still it 
is believed such satisfactory arrangements have been made that 
Cahul can be evacuated during the current month. On Friday, 
Mr. Lepel Griffin, Chief Political Officer, and his Staff went out 
to Brigadier-General Charles GongVs Camp at Kila Hajee, about 
nine miles due north of Sherpur, on the Oharikar Road. Mr, 
Griffin was to meet the Arair, who had come down from Oharikar 
to Ak-Serai, and was to smooth away such difficulties as might 
crop up prior to the holding of the Durbar on Monday. Sirdar 
Yusuf Khan, Governor of Cabal, and Captain Ridgeway, Assistant 
Political Officer, made arrangements for the interview, which was 
supposed to take placa about midway between Kila Hajee and Ak- 
Serai. A vineyard near Zimma was first proposed by Yusuf 
Khan, but tliia was objected to, possibly because the temper of 
the Amir’s followers was known to he very uncertain, and it is 
always well to be on guard against Afghan fanaticism. Finally, 
a hill was chosen a little off the road, and on this a large tent^ 
sent out from Sherpur, w^as pitched. The hill was five miles from 
Kila Hajee, and only two from the Amir’s camp at Ak-Serai, but 
of this little account was made. At half*past seven, on Saturday 



446 The Afghan War^ 1879— 8o. 

morning, a squadron of the 9th Lancers, the 3 rd Bengal Cavalry, 
and the 3 rd Punjab Cavalry, — the whole under the command of 
Colonel Mackenzie, of tho 3 rd Bengal Cavalry, — formed up at 
Kila Hajee as escort to Mr. Griffin, who was accompaniod by 
Major Hastings and his political staff, and a fow officers whom 
curiosity prompted to turn out. A few Ghoorkas held the Kotal 
a mile from camp, hut heyond this no display of infantry was 
made. The Lancers and tho 3 rd Bengal Cavalry trotted on ahead, 
and the road to Zimma was followed, up hill and down ravine, 
until the Durbar tent was sighted on the crest. Tho country about 
was very fertile, vineyards and orchards abounding, while north- 
wards towards Tstalif a mass of vegetation was seen. On arrival 
at the Durbar tent a halt was called, the 9 th Lancers forming up 
near tho cntrancGj while the native cavalry drew off to some dis- 
tance below. About 200 yards to the north the Amir’s private tent 
had been pitched, and about this some 100 of his retainers were 
seen to be gathered, Mr. Griffin sent Captain Bidgoway, Mr, 
Cunningham, Eajah Jehandad IGian, and Affiul Khan to escort 
the Amir up the hill, and with the remainder of tho British 
officers, about twenty in number, "waited near the Durbar tent. 
The Amir met the party of four, as it appeared, at the entrance 
of his tent, and after the usual formal salutation, a move was 
made up tho slope. One of the Amir’s attendants unfurled a largo 
red umbrella, his white charger with gorgeous trappings was led in 
rear; and vvith a small mob of armed rctainors following, his 
Highness walked slowly along, Mr. Griffin, as in courtesy bound, 
met him hulfway, hands were cordially shaken, and then every- 
one made for the largo square tent which offered grateful shelter 
from the stin. 

The trof^pers of the 9 th Lancers formed .a striking contrast to 
the 100 men of the Amir’s body-guard, none of whom wore clad 
alike, and whose uniform” deserved its name on one ground— 
it was of uniform irregularity. The arms of these men of motley 
were equ ally curious ; Martinis, Sniders, Chassepots, Minims, such 
were boi ne of the rifles ; while double-barrelled shot-guns, match- 
locks, 9 nd jliezaiU w^ere also conspicuous. Tho guard had been 
chosen probably from among men whom the Amir could thoroughly 
trust, us he could from his Turldstan regimentB easily hay© taken 
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two eompanies armed with rifles of the same pattern. Within 
the tent a semicircle of chairs had been placed at the head of 
three long narrow tables, on which were some English sweetmeats 
and Oabuli confectionery. The Amir, with whom was Sirdar 
Afzul Khan, the Khan of Kulab, and half a dozen personal 
attendants, including a favourite slave-boy, went through the 
ordeal of receiving all the officers introduced to him with quiet 
self-possession and good-humour. Behind him, in the verandah 
of the tent, were clustered his wild-looking body-guard, with their 
weapons carried in every picturesque style of carelessness ; each 
man looking upon the ceremonious introductions with more of 
contempt than curiosity. The Amir's demeanour was a surprise 
to every one, from Mr. Griffin downwards. From the photograph 
brought by Afzui Khan from Khanabad, one was led to expect a 
gross, sensual-looking man on tho usual stereotyped pattern of 
Barakzai Sirdars. The reality was quite difforent ; a man of 
middle-age, broadly-built but not obese, with features marked and 
worn by care and anxiety, hut lighted up by a smile which gave 
character and pleasantness to the whole face. His dress was quiet 
and unostentatious ; a blue coat, half uniform, with gold epau- 
lettes ; a pair of cloth breeches, short riding boots, a handsome 
aword and holt, and a cap of Astrakau fur, with the ribbon of an 
order (qierhaps Turkish) let iu deeply in front. So winning 
a manner had the Amir that men who came quite prepared 
to revile him, went away most favourably impressed. Ho is 
not the “brute ” an Afghan Sirdar usually is, and his after-con- 
versation with our political officers showed him to be familiar with 
WoBtern ideas, and to have made good use of the lime ho has 
spent in Tashkend. 

After the introductions had been got through, the tent was 
cleared of all but those who were to take part in the “discussion.” 
I am not sure if the word should be used ; but as there is a 
great objection to the use of the term “ negotiations/’ I will let 
it stand. With Mr. Griffin renrained Major Hastings, Mr. Cun- 
ningham, O.S. (Secretary), and Mr. Christie (the officer in charge 
of the Political Intelligence Deq)artm0nt) ] with the Amir, Yusuf 
Khali, and a Moonshee, who took notes of what was said. Out of 
ear- shot in the tent sat, also^ the Khan of Kulab, who dozed 
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during the interview in happy unconsciousness of what was going 
on. Outside, in the verandahs, the sweetmeats were served round 
to all who chose to partake of them, and the Amir’s servants also 
handed round cups of tea, which Afghan and Britisher alike sipped 
while the three hours of the interview slipped away. The tents 
of the Afghan army could be soon amid the vineyards, a coupio 
of miles aw^ay ; hut no sign of the 5,000 or 0,000 armod men 
known to be in rear of the near hill could be detected. Our 
cavalry were the chief figures in the landscape, which was as 
peaceful as could be wiBhed. The interview with tho Amir 
lasted from 9 o’clock till noon, and no doubt many state secrets 
were aired, and much mutual cross-questioning gone tbrougb. 
The following may be taken as the purport of the conversation : 
— The Amir expressed himself most anxious to do everything to 
secure the throne for himself, and to remain on frioiully terms 
with us ; but he confessed his present weakness, and asked what 
wo were prepared to do for him. Quoting our generous conduct 
towards Sliere Ali, and tho gifts of guns, ammunilion, and money 
we had made to that monarch, ho let it be inferred that he also 
should expect the same kind of treatment. What answer he got 
I am not prepared to say; but if it were that he would receive 
money but no arms, I should not be surprised. He was told 
that necesBity might arise for marching troops from Cabal to 
Gandahar, as Ayub Khan had shown unexpected strength in the 
south ; and in answer to the question whether there would be 
objections raised to such a march, be said he should like to coxj- 
sult the people with him. Ho doubt the three hours wore profit- 
ably filled, and our representative at least learned that the 2,000 
Turldstan troops with the Amir were exceedingly suspicious of all 
his dealings with the British, and particularly objected to his 
visiting General Goiigh’s camp. They had an idea that treachery 
wuis contemplated, and that Abdur Rahman might be spirited off 
to India to keep Yakub Khan company. At noon the Amir 
appeared with Mr. Griffin at the door of the tent, the Rancera 
saluted, farewells were exchanged, and in a few minutes our 
representative and escort were cantering back to Kila Hajee, while 
the Amir was thoughtfully returning to his excited followers at 
Ak-Serai. 
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It was still believed on Saturday that a Durbar at Kila Hajee 
could be arranged, and Sir Donald Stewart, Sir Frederick Eoberts 
and their Staffs rode out to General Gough’s camp. The Guidos’ 
cavalry and four guns of G-3, E.A., with blank cartridges for 
saluting purposes, also moved out to Kila Hajee. On Saturday 
night the Amir’s troops occupied the Kotal, a mile from our 
camp, evidently fearing a surprise, and only withdrew at daylight 
on Sunday, General Gough equally mistrusted them, and a com- 
pany of each regiment slept fully accoutred in their respective 
quarter-guards. A second interview between Mr. Griffin and the 
Amir took place yesterday (Sunday) morning, but in view of the 
uneasiness among the Turldstani troops, the precaution was 
taken of sending four compauies of our Infantry to within a mile 
of the Durbar tents, and the Kotal in rear was also held in force. 
The conversation of the previous day was renewed, and 1 under- 
stand the Amir said the tribes might object to a force marching 
to Candahar, hut that if no long halts were made on the way, 
there could bo no objection on his part. Finally, the Amir asked 
that all English and native officials might withdraw, aud for an 
hour he remained in conversation with Mr, Griffin. As w’e have 
since heard that ovory thing has been satisfactorily settled, it is to 
he supposed that the bargain ” — if a rude mercantile term may 
be imported into high politics — was closed, aud that the Amir 
Abdur Eahman Khan has declared his readiness to occupy Gabul, 
as we march oat in a week or more, aud wall thereafter abide in 
his friendly sentiments towards the British. No Durbar, there- 
fore, was held this morning, and now our Generals and Politicals 
aro onco jnore safe within the walls of Bherpur, and w^e are all 
discussing the chances of 10,000 men liaAung to return to India by 
way of Candahar and Quetta, 

A little incident ocGurred at Zimma on Sunday, which shows 
that the pestilent vioollah is always taking occasion to arouse the 
people’s passions against us. While the Amir and Mr. Griffin wore 
closeted together, a ragged-looking man (iifakh') approachedtlictent 
and began shrieking out, whereupon old Nakshhand Khan, an ejc- 
Eessaldar of Native Cavalry, called out to the Amir’s sentries to drive 
him off. There was a sentry at eachoorner of thetent^ and one of 
tlieso men promptly stoned the moollah^ Nakshband explaining, 
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witli much energetic abuse, that such beasts did all the mischief 
in the country. The moollahs have beeu very quiet of late, but 
with Ayub’a success as a text, they may again begin preaching war 
to the knife against all Kafirs. 


CHAPTER XXXI. 

Further Details of the Mai wand Dissaster—A Force ordered to march from Cabul to 
Oandahar — Aid given by the Amiv— Farewell Dinner to Sir F. Hohertn— Details of 
the Force destined for Peshawar — Closing Scenes of the Occupation of Cabul — 
Interview between the Amir and Sir Donald Stewart— -A Friendly Leave-Taking — 
The Evacuation of Sherpur ou August 11th — Peaceful March to India— The An'ange- 
nicnts made with the Amir^Orant of jE1GO,5O0 and Thirty duna — The Forts left 
intact about Gabtil — Weakness of such a Policy. 


Qth Au(jmt,, 1880. 

On tlie 4tli of August ordois were veceiveil from the Government 
of India for a force 10,000 strong under Lieutenant-General Sir 
P, Boberts to march from Cabul to the relief of Candahar ; hut it 
was not until last evening that the full meaning of the sinister 
news from Candahar was generally recognized in camp* So much 
secrecy had been hept regarding the earlier despatches, no doubt 
in the hope that later news would show the disaster to have been 
exaggerated, that until Colonel St. John’s long telegram giving 
details of the losses was issued in the Club, wo could not accept 
the defeat at Khust-i-Nakliud as a reality. In a large camp like 
this wild rumours obtain ready circulation ; they are believed for a 
day, or a week, until some new theory is broached and a new turn 
given to the current of men’s thoughts. First we believed that 
General Bunws’ Brigade had indeed boon annihilated; then the 
affair sank into a reconnaissance in which two companies of the 
66 th had been out up to a man, and two guns lost ; and at last, 
when it became known that General Eoberts was to form a divi- 
sion to march southward, the belief became general that our army 
in Candahar had been roughly handled, and that Ayub Khan's 
success was growing with alarming strides, When Colonel St 
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Jolni’s telegram ms read outside the Club-house to an audience of 
twenty or thirty officers, wo could scarcely realize that 1,200 of our 
men had been hilled in open fight, and that the remainder of the 
ilhfatcd brigade had made the best of their way back to Caudahar 
over an almost waterless country. But there was no mistaking 
the hard facts set forth ; the list of officers killed and wounded ; 
and the ominous closing paragraph that the British garrison was 
preparing for a siege. Our past experience in December had 
taught us one salutary lesson ; the Afghans respond to the call of 
a successful leader with a readiness which defies all ordinary cal- 
culations ; and we saw that there might indeed be good cause for 
marching even such war-worn regiments as those about Cabul 
right doAvu to distant Candahar. Our hearts were light a fort- 
night ago at the prospect of an early return to India, for the 
campaign has been a trying one, aud officers and men have grown 
very weary of the endless sec-saw in the political world wherein 
Mr. Griffin and ALdur Eahman are the chief figures. All hopes 
were dashed wdion the order went forth for a new and arduous 
march, with the prospect of guerilla fighting half the way ; and it 
must bo confessed that at first there were hearty curses bestowed 
upon the heads of those responsihle for the change in the pro- 
gramme. But when the details of the disaster were made known, 
the duty of relieving Candahar was accepted quietly and with a 
certain pride, all sense of personal discomfort and danger being 
sunk in the feeling that the credit of our army must be vindicated 
without useless delay. To form one of a picked force such as 
General Boherls has now under his orders is no common fortune, 
for certainly not in the whole of India could he a better lot of fight- 
ing men be got together than that now waiting the final order to 
march. We are self-conscious of our own strength, and ax-e just a 
little impatient that it cannot he put forth at once, wBile our 
enemies are still in the fiush of success. To meet 10,000 British, 
Sildi, and Ghoorlia soldiers — ^for Sir fi’redericli Boborts’s force is 
made up almost entirely of these races— would try the mettle of a 
better armed and disciplined army than the Afghans can ever hope 
to put in the field ; and if this force cannot do the w'ork marked 
out for it, ihen our military supremacy in the East must indeed 
be coming to an end. I do not care to play the part of a trumpeter 
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to the Cahul army, but the merits of the rogiments now brigaded 
are too great to be lightly passed by. The trust which is placed 
in the infantry and their breech-loaders appears at once from the 
fact that no held artillery is to be taken. General Eoberts will 
have only three mule batieries (7'pounders), although one of these 
is of course the screw- gun battery, Avliich has a reputation for 
accuracy and range that cannot he equalled by our 9-pouuders. 
With these three batteries (in all eighteen guns), we have to meet 
Ay lib Khan’s thirty or forty guns, and we are going out upon our 
GiTaucl without any fear of results : our screw-guns can silence 
one or two of the batteries which were turned upon our little force 
nt Khusk-i“Nakliud, and our infantry can deal with the rest. 
We shall meet Ayub Khan, presumably, either within sight of 
Candahar, or on the GliaKui Eoad, and then his army of regulars 
and ghasiis will have a fair opportunity of measuring itself against 
a British force worthy of the name. We shall not mako the fatal 
mistake of scattering our brigades over the country side, each 
liable at any moment to be taken in detail and broken up by over- 
wdiclming numbers. Our march has not yet begun, and there are 
soothsayers in our midst who foretell a journey to Ghazni only, 
and then a baclavard movement towards the Shutargarclan — Can- 
dahar having been relieved in the meantime by General Phayro ; 
but if it should be our lot to cut ourselves off for three weeks 
from the outer world, there need be no anxiety as bo our fate ; we 
are well able to take care of ourselves. 

The behaviour of the Amir, since he has learnt that a strong 
force will march to Candahar, has been ail that could be wished. 
He is sage enough to see that Ayub Khan is the only dangerous 
rival ho now has in Afghanistan, and if we l)rGak up the Herat 
army, Cabiil will be made quite safe. Tbo Amir has also sent 
several men of importance to trcvel a day’s march ahead of our 
army, and arrange with the for the provision of supplies. 

If these officials of Abdur Rahman really do their work properly, 
our Commissariat officers will find their task of feeding 15,000 
fighting men and followers greatly lightened. South of Ghazni 
we shall have to trust mostly to our oivn foraging parties, and we 
shall doubtless ho on half-rations before Khelat-i-Ghilzai is reached. 
Sir Donald Stewart on the inarch to Cahul had at tinios difficulty 
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in collecting supplies, as the villages on the road wore deserted, 
and if the peasants have not since returned to look after their 
crops the country will not furnish much food. However, our own 
resources will carry us over half the distance at least, and a few 
double marches will make Ivhelat-i-Ghikai seem not so far off after 
all, Mushk-i- Alain has accepted the new order of things in such 
a thorough-going spirit that he now talks of coming in with 
Mahomed Jan and accompanjdng Sir Donald Stewart’s army to 
India, Both our late foes are anxious to make a pilgrimage to 
Mecca. 

Last night the Political Officers gave a farewell dinner in 
honour of General Pioherts, at which Sir Donald Stewart and the 
chief officers of the force were present. In responding to the 
toast of his health Sir Frederick Koborts made the following 
characteristic speech ; — 

“Mit. UrifpiNj Silt Donald Stiiwart, and GrnNTXiDMDN, 

“T scarcely know how lo thank you all lor the kind way in which you have 
drinilc rny liealtli, and that of the Column under orders for Candahar. To the very 
flattering terms in which Mr. Urifiin has spoken of mo I slionld have considerable 
didiculty in replying, wore it not that I can honestly eay that any successes which I may- 
have attained hitherto have been due entUely to the experienced commanders I have 
])ad with me, the most capable Staff that ever accompanied a General Officer in the 
field, and the gallantry and discipline of the troops under me. I do not think there 
ever have bcG\i, and I doubt if there ever will he, more efficient troops sent from India 
than those which General Stewart and I have had thu honour to comiuand for the last 
two years. With such troops aucccss is a certainty. Without wishing to underrate the 
dangers and difficulties of the task before ub, I foci quite confident that the efficient 
force which Sir Donald Stewart has ])laced at niy disposal rvill succeed in reaching 
Candahar as quickly as possible, and in effect u ally disposing of any Afghan army that 
may be brought against us, As Mr, Griffin has said, we nuist all deplore tiie cause wdiich 
requires Oabul troops to he now sent to Candahar, A few days ago we were all congratu- 
lating ourselves upon the prospect of a speedy return to India, Some of us had laid in 
a .store of Nipal pepper for use at home ; others, I have heard, had actually named an 
early date for leaving Bombay for England, Well, Sir Donald Stewart is wdlliug to 
guarantee — and were it not an indecorous thing for an officer so high in rank — w’ould 
even bet — that we shall reaeh India again, vid Candahar, in JVovember next. Gentle- 
men, this is a oountry of great uncertainties. Wo have been living in a state of uncer- 
tiiinty for noany months ; but, thanks to tho political skill of out kind host, affairs have 
daring the last few weeks, progressed so rapidly and favourably that we have reason to 
hope the country may now have comparative I'cst and quiet, and that some settled form 
of government will bo established. However, we must not be too sanguine : and I tra.st 
iliat our fellow-countrymen, who have not had the same opportunity that we have bad 
of knowing Afghanistan and the Afghans, will not he disappointed if matters do not go 
altogether amootbly after the British troops leave Cabul. No Amir luts 6ver yet occupied 
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the tliroao foe any time until lie lias proved himaolt capal^lo of govovning tlio country, 
and it is not likely that Amir Abdnr Itahmaii will bo an oxooption. We all know what 
difficulties Mr. G-riffiii lias had to contend with, and wo all rejoice at the grout Bucoess 
which has attended his efforts — clf or ts so ably asmsted by the Political Otlicors now with 
him. It now remans lor jMkIiu* Ilaliiuaii to show that he is capalde of filling tJio gioat 
position hi which bo h is been placed. Prom the comiueiicemcnt of this campaign, the 
Political OfficcA -3 have born c as important, if not as active, work as the soldier. First 
and foremost tlie gallant Cavagnari, known to and moiuned by ns all, and more than 
liked liy many of us ; with him many bra\e mea I’ell, and it was to avenge their huso 
and treacherous nunder tliat this furce canm to Galiul. It is a great Hatisfaetioii to me 
to think that at present, at any rate, 110 oliiours wdl be I’ccjuiied to rcinnin at Cabiil, 
ami that all the Political Officers I see around me will return to India with tlic troops. 
Jlut I feel quite sure if the decisioii had been othenvlsc, officers would luivo been found 
to accept the daiigcroua post, either officers ot the civil service, or amongst those 
military politicals wlio have gained for themselves a reputation on the froiitier and 
other parts of India.” 


Tlie foref^oing was; tlio last of iny Ictiors from Sliorjmr, as on 
the 8ili of August I joined tUo force doHiiued for Candahaib 
Accordingly, I will liere briclly summarize the events AvLicb 
occiirrecl at Oabul after the march upon Oaiidahar lmd boon begun. 
The force left in Hhorpur and in the fortifications about Cabal 
^vero the 2ncl Division under the Command of Major-General 
Hills. They were brigaded as followrs 

1st Brigade. — General 0. Gough — 9th Foot, 28th Punjab Native 
Infantry, 45th Sikhs. 

2ncl Brigade. — General Hughes — 59th Foot, 3rtl Ghoorkas, 19th 
Punjab Native Infantry, 

3rd Brigade. — General Daunt — 67th Foot, 5th Punjab Infantry, 
27iih Punjab Native Infantry. 

Cavalry Brigade.— General Palliser — 1st Punjab Cavalry, 2nd 
Punjab Cavalry, 

Artillery. — 11-11 R.A., and G-4 K.A. 

With eamp-foliowera and servants there were about 20,000 men 
in the Division. Sir Donald Stewart waited until Sir Frederick 
Eoherts had entered the Upper Logar Yalley and heliographio 
communication had ceased before giving the order to evacuate 
Sherpur. The troops wore all under canvas ready to iilo out at 
a moinent*s notice. The following extract from a letter WTitten 
by a trustworthy correspondent will give an exact idea of the actual 
evacuation : — 
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'' Butkhak, 11th Avgust. 

Late in the eveihrig of the 10th instant arrangements were 
finally concluded for an iutorYiow between His Highness the Amir 
Abdur Kaliman Khan and the British representatives in Cahul. 
Whether a meeting could he arranged was doubtful, I understand, 
up to nearly nine o’clock ; and if it had not taken place, Sir 
Donald Stewart would have had to forego the pleasure of seeing 
the Amir whom his efforts have done so much towards placing on 
the throne of Cahul. But good fortune favoured Sir Donald. 
The camp of the Amir had been moved during the morning of 
the 10th to Deh Gopak, a small secluded village about three miles 
from, and within easy sight of, the Sherpur cantonments. Prior 
to this, the camp had been at Kila Murad Beg, six miles from 
Cabul, and on the other side of the first low range of hills beyond 
the lake. His Highness did not, however, arrive at Deh Gopak till 
eight o’clock in the evening ; and here he was agreeably surprised 
to find Sirdar Mahomed Afzul Khan waiting for him. This dis- 
tinguished gentleman, who, it will be remembered, was the load- 
ing mombor of the I\fission to Turkistan at the heginniiig of 
negotiations with Abdur Eahnian, had been fitly selected as the 
bearer of the Government presents to the Amir. They consisted 
of a handsome grey English horse, a rifie, a pair of pistols and a 
gold watch. The Sirdar arrived at Deh Gopak about six o’clock, 
and had to wait two hours before the Amir arrived. He was 
greatly pleased with the presents ; insisted on the Sirdar’s dining 
with him ; presented him with a Kashmir shawl and a few other 
articles of dress ; and on dismissing him sent a message to the 
effect that he would be glad to meet the British officers at seven 
o’clock the following morning. It will thus he seen that the Amir 
has got the better of the absurd suspicions which not only made 
him backward in dealing with us, but actually led him to throw 
away the food near which a stranger had merely passed, from fear 
of being poisoned. 

Before the return of Mahomed Afzul Khan, a tent had been 
pitched within a couple of hundred yards of the cantonment walls, 
in anticipation of the Amir’s consent to come in ; so that though 
the interview was not decided upon till so late, there was no bustle 
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or confusion. Sir Donald Stewart and tlio Ohiof Political Officer 
had moved under canvas in the centre of the cantonments, and as 
all tents and haggago had to he ready to start by 5 a.m,, there was 
a weary period of waiting in the open air, under a sun sufficiently 
warm even at six o’clock. At a feAv minutes before seven tho 
escort of Guides’ Cavalry rode up ; tho General mounted, and 
followed hy a string of some thirty or forty officers approached 
the tent, which was in a field about twenty paces from tho road- 
side. As soon as the British party got outside tho Head-quarters’ 
Gate, tho Amir and his followers wore seen coming from tho oppo- 
site direction. Half a mile in his roar on tho side of a hill wero 
a largo number of his troops, both cavalry and infantiy but tho 
number of followers with His Highness was hardly more than 
sixty ; and only two of his sepoys ^verc on sentry at tho tout itself. 
The two parties met exactly iu front of the path leading to the 
tent. Abdur Eahmau had ^Yith him Sirdar Yusuf Khan. Sir 
Donald Stewart w^as accompanied by Mr. Lepel Griffin, all the 
rest standing at some few yards^ distance. Tho Chief Political 
Officer introduced the Amir to the Lieutenant-General as they 
met ; and then walked towards the tent, followed hy all tho 
I 3 ritish officers present. There wore not more than five chairs. 
His Highness occupied the centre seat: on his right w^oi’o Sir 
Donald Stewart and General Hills ; on his left Mr. Griffin. The 
conversation was conducted in Persian by Mr. Griffin on behalf of 
the Lieutenant-General, His Highness having little or no com- 
mand of Hmdustani. After the usual formalities wore concluded 
several officers were introduced to the Amir ; amongst others were 
the three Brigadiers under Major-General Hills ; Colonel Lockari 
(Chief of the Staff), Dr. Smith (Chief Medical Officer)^ Colonel 
Piycr, Major Morgan, Major Lance, and others. His Highness was 
dressed in a drab suit of striped cloth, with his ^ continuations ^ 
tucked into long black boots ; a black Astrakan cap, in which a 
diamond star glittered, covered his head ; his arms consisted of a 
revolver only, w'hich he carried in an ordinary waist-belt. Though 
still nervous, I thought he was lees so than on tho former 
occasions when I saw him; and all who observed him were greatly 
pleased at his appearance. In the course of conversation he said 
that his whole heart was full of gratitude to the British, and he 
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begged that bis best thanks might bo conveyed to His Excellency 
the Viceroy. The interview was public throughout; no business 
was entered into (indeed it is said that all mattors of business 
were concluded at Mr, Griffin’s last mooting with the Amir) ; and 
we took our leave in less than a (quarter of an hour, His Highness 
shaking hands with all who cared to wish him good-bye and good- 
luck, 

“ The Amir deputed his right-hand man, Sirdar Yusuf Khan, 
to accompany the General out of Cabul, himself returning almost 
at once to Deh Gopak. The British officials did not return to the 
cantonment, but went by the road along the outer wall, out by 
Siah Sung, and thenco by the main road to Butldiak. As we 
rode along \yo could seo the forts on Bemaru already occupied by 
small parties of the Amir’s infantry. The Asmai fort had been 
occupied the night before as soon as our own picquets left it ; the 
big fort on Siah Sung was occupied during the day, as were the 
Sherderwaza and other forts. The Bala Hissar was taken over 
by General Gholain Hyder Khan, with one regiment of infantry 
and about a hundred cavalry. Sherpur itself was garrisoned by 
the Haz Danari, a celebrated TurMstan cavalry regiment, and 
500 khasidars, a force scarcely strong enough to defend any single 
corner of the huge cantonment. The Amir on his way back to 
bis camp at Doh Gopak was piocedod by a band of music, and on 
his arrival ihoro received a salute of thirty-one guns. Consider- 
able enthusiasm was evinced among his followers ; for, incredible 
as it may appear, there wore many of thorn who believed that the 
Amir would bo made a prisoner by us, even up to the last moment 
of tho interview. Had anything happened to him, they knew 
well what would bo their fate with any new-comer who might be 
chosen, and they feared any mishap to the man with whom they 
had thrown in their lot. 

Up to tho present the Amh has not made his entry into 
Cabul. His nine years* residence in Eussian territory has in no 
way removed or lessoned his Oriental superstition ; and lie left 
the choice of an auspicious hour and day to the astrologers, of 
whom he has several attached to his court* The chief of these 
has named eleven o’clock on Sunday next for the public entry, 
and has docroed that no luck can attend the occasion unless His 
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HighnosB wears an emerald ring. One is accordingly being 
prepared, and ibo words ^ A.inir Abdiir Rahman, 1297,’ arc to be 
engraved on it. Meantime Sirdar Yusuf Khan is still carrying 
on his duties as the Governor of Cabiil. He has osLablishod 
picquets on all the approaches to the city, and the passport system 
is again in full swing. All went perfectly well the first day 
of our absence, and if His Highness prove wise and conciliatory, 
his ]*eign at Cahul may, with the support already given him, 
possibly be longer than that of either of the last two Amirs. This 
letter, however, purports to he an account of our evacuation of 
Cabul, and I must keep to my subject, and not concern myself 
with either the present, past, or future politics of Afghanistan. 

“ The three brigades arrived at Butkhak to-day, after a dusty 
march, before noon. The first march has been got over without 
a single accident of any description, and too great praise cannot 
be bestowed on Sir Donald Stewart, on the Chief Political OjBScer, 
and on the officers and troops themselves for the excellent result 
of their exertions. The country is perfectly quiet, though there 
are plenty of marauders ready to drop on any unfortunate 
straggler. Accompanying us to India are a few of the Cabul Sirdars, 
including Wall Mahomed Khan and Tahir Khan. Several Hindu 
merchants from the city have also grasped the opportunity of our 
march to proceed unmolested to India, as well as two Khokandi 
pilgrims travolling to Mecca.” 


The march thus begun was carried out without the slightest 
opposition on the part of the tribesmen between Oabul and Pesha* 
wur ; and it may be said that not a shot was fired after Oabul 
had been left, The heat was very trying in the Jellalabad Valley 
and the Khyber, hut the men bore up bravely, and they had not 
this time to fight against cholera. It was believed that Gundamak 
or Jellalabad would be hold until General , Roberts reported that 
Candahar had been relieved, but the Indian Government were 
anxious to get the troops over the frontier, as the garrisons of 
Northern India were very weak. Lundi Kotal, therefore, onco 
more became our outpost in North-Eastern Afghanistan, and the 
regiments composing General Hills’ division were sent to various 
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stations in India, except such as were required to hold the Khyher 
posts. 

Ecgardiug tho arrangements with the Amir : ho received thirty 
guns (cliidl} of small calibre), which ^Y 0 left behind us in Shorpur, 
and 19^ lakhs of rupees (^190, 500). Of this sum ten lakhs 
(1:100,000) were given as an earnest of British friendship, and 9} 
were ‘‘ restored ” as neerely belonging to the State. This was tho 
sum seized in Yahiya Khan’s house in October 1879, upon our 
first arrival at Cabuh It was spent in purchasing supplies for tho 
army, as our treasury was nearly empty at that time. Tho Prize 
Committee had regarded it as prize-money, but this view was not 
countenanced by the Government* 

A concession was made which T strongly condemned in ono 
of my former letters ; the fortifications we had built about Cabnl 
were not destroyed. Tho rather sophistical reason given for this 
course of action w^as that the Amir made many requests to us, 
all of which wore at hrst refused with the exception of one re- 
specting money. One request which he urged with singular 
pertinacity was that tho forts, &o,, we had built might not be de- 
stroyed. Again and again he was told his wish could not be 
granted, but he returned to tho charge, pleading that his prestige 
would be lowered in the eyes of the people if we showed such 
open distrust of him at the commoucoment. The Government 
at last yielded to his in&istance, and wo left the chain of forts 
about tho city intact : they will give our soldiers, perhaps, some 
amusement when we i-eUirn in three or four years to annex the 
country. We refused to make any treaty with Abdur Eahman, 
and also to promise him gifts of arms and ammunition in the 
future, but with our rupees ho should be able to equip an army 
pretty rapidly, and to consolidate his power, 




PART II. 


THE MAECH UPON CANDAEAE AND DEFEAT 
OE SIEDAE AYUB KPIAN. 


INTRODaCTION. 

The following ia a bare summary of the facts connected with 
General Burrows' advance upon Girishk, and the defeat of his 
brigade at Mai wand. I have gozie more into the details of the 
defeat in letters written after my arrival at Candahar, my infor- 
mants being officers engaged in the action. 

At the end of June 1880, reports, which were thought trust- 
worthy, reached Candahar that Ayub Khan had left Herat early 
in the month with all his troops, amounting to eleven regiments 
of infantry, thirty- six guns, and a very large number of cavalry, 
regular and irregular. He was said to have told the troops that 
the English had spent millions of rupees in Gandahar, which, 
with all other property and the women of the people would be at 
their disposal after they had driven out the English. A strong 
body of cavalry under the Luinab, formerly Governor of Turkis- 
tan, was supposed to form Ayub's advance-guard. On July 11th 
it was officially reported by the Government that Ayub Khan’s 
army had actually reached Farrah, half-way to Gandahar, on Juno 
30th. In the meantime the following force under Brigadier- 
General Burrows had moved out westwards on tlie Herat 
Koad : — 

Three hundred sabres, 3rd Bombay Light Cavalry, under Major 
Cume, 200 sabres, 8rd Somd Horso, under Colonel Malcolmson, 
six; guns E-B, Royal Horse Artillery, under Major Blackwood, two 
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companies of tlie 1st; Bombay Gronadiers, and forty Sappers; 
the whole under tho command of Brigadier- Genera] Nuttal, with 
Major Ilogg as Brigade Major. Tho infantry wore : — six com- 
panies of tho 66th EGgiment under Colonel Galbraith, remainder 
of the 1st Grenadiers under Colonel Anderson, Jacob’s Eiflos 
under Colonel Mainwaring; the whole under Brigadier- General 
Burrows, with Captain McMath as Brigade Major and Captain 
T. Harris, Deputy Assistant Quartermaster- General. Surgeon- 
Major Edge and Surgeon Earle were in charge of the Eiold Hos- 
pital ; Captain Dobbs had charge of the Commissariat ; and 
Lieutenants G. S. Jones and E. E, M. Lawford of the Transport, 
Major Leach, R.E., V.O., had charge of a Survey party. Tho 
forco was accompanied by Colonel St. John, Chief Political Officer, 
and tho Naivab Hasan Ali Khan. The Wali Shore Ali Khan, 
Governor of Candahar, with a battery of six- pounders and a force 
of cavalry and infantry, was at Girishk, on tho Helmund, collecting 
supplies and watching the road 10 Farrah. General Burrows 
reached Khuslc-i-Katbud on July 7th, and Girishk on July 11th. 
We found the Helmund River fordable Gve}ywliero. On July IJih 
Shere Ali’s infantry mutinied. His cavalry had reported Ayiib’s 
scouts to he within 20 miles, and this fact caused great excitement 
among his men. They weve encamped at Kadanak, on tho 
bank of tho Helmund, General Burrows’ camp being on the 
eastern side. On Shere Ali ordeiing his force to letire from Camp 
Kadanak tow^ards Girishk, tho ir fantry deserted in a body, taking 
guns, armsj and aininunition, and w^ont off towards Zamindawar. 
A British force crossed the river in pursuit, overtook them at 
Shoraki, and completely dispersed them, killing 200, and recover- 
ing guns and baggage. Shere Ali’s cavalry did not share in tho 
mutiny. On July ICth, General Burrows made a night march to 
Khusk-i-Nakhud, some 25 miles nearer Candahar, where he 
awaited Ayuh’s advance. By the 23rd, tho main body of the 
Herat army had crossed the Hehnnnd, and encamped at Hydera- 
bad, above Girishk, and Afghan cavalry wore seen pretty fre- 
quently by om- reconnoitring parties. On the 27th, General 
BmTows marched to Maiwand, to intercept Ayuh’s army, and the 
same day the disastrous action which resulted in tho siege of 
Candahar, was fought. The British loss was upwards of 1,000 
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fighting men Idllci, alone. The published despatches have already 
given full details of our losses on this occasion, therefore I Avill not 
enumerate. It was to relieve Candahar and scatter Ayub Xhan’s 
army that General Eoberts was ordered to inarch southwards from 
Cabul. 



464 


The Afghan War, 1879 — 80 . 


CHAPTEE I. 

ompositiou of the C/ibul-CantUliar Force— The Scale of Equipment— Food Supplies— 
RcabOiis for choosing the Logar Route to Ghazni — Tho Mavcli from Beni Ilissar 
to Zaliidahad — ki rival at Zerghini ShahV' — Communication cut off mtli Sir Donald 
Stewart— The Transport of the Force — The Success of the Maroli dependent upon 
our Baggage Animals — The March through Logar and the Shiniy; Valley— Plentiful 
Supplies — Arrived at Shasligao — lleconnaissanco over the Sher-i-Dabaii ICotal — T^he 
State of Ghazni and the District — An Ointuary Notice. 

Camp near Zahidabad, ^th Anrjmt ^ 1880. 

Yesterday the force destined to march to Canduhar, under the 
command of Sir Frederick Eoberis, left Sherpur Cantonments, 
equipped for rapid marching and sharp fighting. Sir F. Eoherts 
holds the siq^reme command ; Major-General John Eoss commands 
the whole of the infantry battalions; Brigadier-Gonoral Hugh 
Gough the cavalry ; and Colonel C. A. Johnson the Artillery. 
Colonel Perkins is commanding the Eoyal Engineers ; Colonel 
Chapman is Chief of the Stall*; Deputy Surgeon- General Hanbury, 
Chief Medical Officer ; Colonel Low, 13th Eoyal Bengal Lancers^ 
Chief Director of Transport ; and Major Eadcock, Chief Com- 
missariat Officer. Major Gorham, E.A., is Judge Advocate, and 
Captain Straton, 22nd Footj Superintendeut of Signalling, The 
Political Staff consists of Major Hastings, Chief Political Officer; 
IMajor Enaii Smith, Political Secretary ; Major Protberoe, and 
Captain Eidgeway. Of these, Major Euan Smitli accompanied 
Sir Donald Stewart in his march from Caudaliar, and his know- 
ledge of the route and tho tribes about it will be invaluable, Tho 
following are the troops now brigaded ; — 

1st Brigade. — General Maqffierson, V",G., C,B. — 92nd High- 
landers, 2nd Ghoorkas, 23rd Pioneers, 24th P.NJ., 6-8 E.A, 
(screw-guns). 

2nd Brigade, — General Baker, 0,B, — 72nd Highlanders, 2nd 
Sikhs, 8rd Sikhs, 5th Ghoorkas, No. 2 Mountain Battery. 
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3rd Brigade— General Macgregor, V.C., C.B,, (to. — GOtliKiflca, 
15th Sikhs, 4fch GhoorkaB, 25th P.N.I., 11-9 B.A. 

Cavalry Brigade. — General H. Gough, V-C. — 9th Lancers, 
3rcl Bengal Cavalry, 3rd Punjab Cavalry, Central India Horse. 
The detailed strength of the force is as follows : — 



Europeans. 

Natives, 

Officers. 

Men. 

0-8 Royal Artillery 

0 

95 

139 

11-9 Royal Artillery ... 

0 

95 

139 

No. 2 Mouiiliiin Battery 

5 

— 

140 

Otli Laucera ... ... . , 

111 

318 



Jlid Beil gal Cavalry ... 

7 


391 

3rd Punjab Cavalry 

i) 

— 

408 

Central India Horeo ... 

n 

— 

495 

{ n2ncl IIiglilandci‘=t 

10 

651 

— . 

Ifet \ 23rd Pioneers 

8 


701 

Brigade. J 24th Pun jab Infantry 

7 


575 

( 2ud Ghoo>kas 

7 


501 

/ 72nd IlighlanderH 

23 

787 

— 

2nd ) 2nd Sikhs 

7 


612 

Brigade, 1 Srd Stklia 

7 


570 

( 5tli Ghoorkas ... 

8 


561 

[ 2-60th Riiies ... 

21 

616 

— 

3rd j 15 fill Sikhs 

10 


650 

Brigade, j 25th Punjab Infjntry 

7 

— 

637 

( 4th Ghooikua ... 

8 

— 

629 

Stuff Oflieers 

79 


i 

Total 

274 

. 2,562 

! 7,151 


This gives a total of 9,987 fighting men, or for all practical 
purposes say 10,000. There are about 8,000 followers. We have 
thus to feed 18,000 men for three or four weeks, while 1,977 
chargors, 750 artillery mules, and 7,235 transport animals havo 
also to be provided for. The Amir sent in 700 baggage animals 
(?/rtZ^oos),— amost acceptable gift,— and has despatched bis agents 
into Logar to prepare the people for our coming. He has par- 
ticularly askod that foraging parties may not be sent out between 
Cabal and Ghazini, as he hclievos that lug power over the malihs 
is great enough to secure all supplies without trouble. Once well 
on the march, w^e shall be able to test the extent of his power by 
the willingness of such unruly clans as the Wardaks to bring in 
coni and sheep without coercion of any kind, The Commissariat 
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Department are carrying for the British troops tea, sugar, and 
rum for thirty days, preserved meat for two days, bread stuffs for 
live days, 500 Ihs, of army food, 300 gallons of lime-juice, and 
all available preserved vegetables are also being carried. Sheep 
for ten days are being driven >yith the force. The scale of baggage 
is very low, of necessity. Each British officer is rdlowcd one 
mule, on which his tent and his kit have to be packed ; but as 
arrangements have generally been made to double up — l,e. two 
officers to bleep in one tent — the allowance is quite enough. The 
allowance for each British soldier, as kit and equipage, is 301bs., and 
for each native 2 01b 9 , 

Prior to our moving out all was hurry and confusion in Sherpur 
— not a confusion resulting from indecision and conflicting orders, 
but rather that exciting rush of work which follows sudden orders 
to reduce an army’s equipment. If Sir F. Roberts is to roach 
Candahar in time to be of any service to the garrison his division 
must really be a flying column, able to make forced marches, and 
so mobile that the fighting of an action in the morning shall not 
nocebsarily detain the whole line twenty-four hours. In order 
that the troops may be in the lightest marching order, their great- 
coats are being carried for them, raid the relief thus afforded is 
greater than at first sight appears. Six pounds is not in itself 
a heavy weight for a soldier to carry, but the roiled greatcoat 
presses upon a man’s chest, impedes his breathing, and makes 
him hot and uncomfortable on a long march. The E)2nd High- 
landers have sold all their greatcoats except a few for men on 
picqiiet duty ; the Highlanders are of such physique that they do 
not dread the change of temperature which we are sure to 
experience when once Grhazni is reached. Our route, it will bo 
seen, is vld the Logar Valley, and not by way of Argandeh and 
Maidan (the shortest route). The reason of the Logar Road being 
chosen is that supplies are plentiful in the villages on the route. 
The late sojourn in Logar of General Hills’ force showed tho great 
capabilities of the valley in tho matter of corn and sheep, and 
the people are only too anxious to deal with us. 

The order of march yesterday morning was : — Oavalry Brigade 
under General Hugh Gough to Oharasia ; 1 st and 8 rd Brigades 
under Generals Maepherson and Maegregor to Beni Hissar; and 
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2nd Brigade under General Baker to Indikee by way of the Deli- 
mazung Gorge. Accordingly the cantonmeut was full of warlike 
pomp and circumstance — chiefly the latter — from 5 o'clock in the 
morning. All the troops told off for the Division were under 
canvas, with their hit ready at hand, and there remained nothing 
but to strike tents, load up baggage animals, and march away to a 
merry quick-step. Everything had been carefully prepared, all 
the men’s kits weighed and tested to a pound ; and with little 
confusion, but much soldier-like euorg}^, the line of march was 
formed in two columns, and the evacuation of Cahul began. Ten 
thousand men of the present garrison moved out, and their com- 
rades, who filed in from Slab Sung to take their places, will 
probably start on the 11th for India. Wo are going so roimdaboiit 
a road that civilization seems a long way off : our friends are within 
twenty days of Pcshawur, whoro the untold luxuries of dak-bun- 
galows and gharries begin. Sir Donald Stewait^s march will, it 
is expected, he a very peaceful one, for the chief Ghibai leaders 
are with the Amir, who has been quietly warned to keep them with 
him a]id out of mischief until the troops have got to the east of 
Gundarnak. What may happen to Sir Frederick Roberts between 
Cabal and Caiidahar no prophet, Eafir or Mahomedan, can venture 
to say. There may be a most resolute opposition at Sliabjui 
or nearer Candahar, or the fanatical enthusiasm of the ghazis 
who heat hack General Burrows at Kliuslc-i-Nakhud may have 
cooled somewhat, and our army may have only a few scattered 
bands to pursue. How far our pursuit will extend, also, caunot 
he foreseen. If Ay uh shows the white feather, shall we tamely 
allow him to retain the 1,200 Snider and Martini rillcs, and the 
two Horse Artillery guns he has captured? If so, his wisest 
course would be to retire upon Herat, raise and drill three or f oin* 
regiments, whom he could arm with breech-loaders, and in a 
year try his fortune again, avoiding Candahar altogether, but 
striking for Cahul by way of Turkistau and Balkh. There aro 
many quosiions involved in this march to Candahar, and whispers 
of Herat ! ” are already being heard in camp* Every step we 
move threatens Abdur Rahman’s position in Cahul, so far; but 
unless we completely break Aytib’s power our nominal Amir will 
have a hard fight for his kingdom hereafter. 
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But I have wandered off from our march out. General Baker, 
with the 72ad Highlanders, 2nd and 3rd Sikhs, 4ih Ghoorkas, 
and a Mountain Battery, reached Indikcc daring the morning, 
while the other two Brigades pitched camp in the field s heyoiid 
Beni Hissar. The tail-end of a thunderstorm laid the dust in 
the afternoon, andAvheu Sir F. Boherts rode out in the evening to 
assume command of his division it was delightfully cool and 
fresh. Sir Donald Stewart, General Hills, and some of the Staff 
of the new 2nd Division, accompanied General Roberts, and much 
had to he said during the short ride. Some of our friends, who 
were bound for Pesliawur, also came out to camp, and hand- 
shakings and cries of “ good-bye and good-luck ” were all tlio order 
of the evening. There w^ere certain littlo signs of seriousness in 
some cases, which showed our errand was looked upon as spiced 
with danger ; but in the majority of instances the fare^yGlLs were 
as loud and merry as soldiers’ partings should ho. 

Sherpur looked the ghost of its former self when wo loft it in 
the evening. The barracks of the south- \ yc stern end were nearly 
all empty ; there w^ere no figures visible beyond those of Oabuli 
cMffonniers, intent upon looting everything, from old tin cans to 
char pays and newspapers ; and, saddest of all, our well -beloved 
Club was no more. The walls were still standing in skeleton bare- 
ness, but the large tent which had seen many a gonial rubl}Gr 
played, and heard many a quip and crank—" hnr-mado jokes ” we 
call them — over good wholesome liquor, was a prey to the Afghan, 
It had been bought for a song, equally with the "fittings” and 
spare stores, and was being carried off to the city. How we 
have hated our sojourn in Afghanistan of late, when the hot 
weather found matters not yet settled, only the record of our 
curses, an’ it he kept, can never reveal, The bare, browm hills 
of Bemaru and the higher ranges about had grown so wcaiisome 
in our sight that we bore with philosophy the dust-storms which 
visited us daily : they hid the hated landscape for a time, and 
made us forget everything hut the dust in our eyes and the dry- 
ness of our throats. Sherpur is not a " desirable place of resi- 
dence,” although it has had its pleasures and fortunes, which I 
have faithfully chronicled ; and can we be blamed for shaking its 
dust from our feet with unholy joy, even though we know that 
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man}'' a weary mile lies beiween Cabul and tlie Sibi Kailway ? 
Last night General Roberts issued an order to the troops which 
stirred our blood a little, for if Candahar and Khelat-i-Ghilzai 
liaYe really to bo relieved, there may be some pretty work cut out 
for us. The order was as follows : — 

‘‘ It has been decided by the Government of India that a force 
shall proceed with all possible despatch from Gabul towards 
Khelat-i-Gliilzai and Candahar for the relief of the British 
garrison in those places, now threatened by a large Afghan army 
under the leadership of Sirdar Mahomed A^uib Khan. Sir 
Frederick Roberts feels sure that the troops placed under liis 
command for this important duty will cheerfully respond to the 
call made upon them, notwithstanding the privations and hard- 
ships inseparable from a long march through a hostile country. 
The Lieutenant- General wishes to impress on both officers and 
men the necessity of preserving the same strict discipline which 
has been so snccessfully and uniformly maintained since the 
commencenient of the war, and to treat all the people who may he 
well disposed towards the British with jnstice and forbearance. 
Sir Frederick Roberts looks confidently forward to the successful 
accomplishment of the object of the expedition, convinced as he 
is that all ranlis are animated with the proud feeling that to 
them is entrusted the duty and ])rivilege of relieving their 
fellow-soldiers and restoring the prestige of the British army/^ 

Wo are not letting the grass grow under our feet, for we have 
only mule and pony carriage, and our progress is not delayed by 
camels or bullocks persistently casting their loads. To-day we 
have raarcliod (that is the 1st and fil'd Brigades, and Divisional 
Head-Quarters) about 14 miles, while General Baker, who is 
encamped higher up the Logar, must have done 16 or 17. To- 
morrow the whole force crosses the river, and then we shall push 
on for Ghazni, which wc hope to reach in four or five days. This 
will, in all likelihood, be the last letter which I can hope to get 
through, though runners may try to reach Sir Donald Stewart as 
he I’etircs upon Gundamak. The troops are all very fit, and 
march splendidly ; the mornings are cold and bracing ; while 
during the day a cool wdnd prevents the sun from making itself 
felt. We shall have a most enjoyable march for the next few 
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clays so far as climato is concerned, and wo hopo for the liesi in 
the matter of supplies. To-day they arc coming in very fairly. 
The wooZ^a/t, AbclurraMm, the eldest son of Mushk-i-Alam, whois 
accompanying the force, has been created Khan-nl-Alam, or chief 
nwollahj by the Amir. This appointment has had a good effect, 
and Mushk-i-Alam with his party is reported to be proceeding to 
join the Amir,'' 


ZnRGrxuN SnA.nB, 10th Aiiffust. 

To-day wo look upon as the last wc slmll he in commnnioation 
with Oabul, and conscquontly with India ; but we aro not in the least 
depressed thereby, as wo have onr woric before us and have made 
up our minds to do it thoroughly. The diary of our march should 
he of interest, as it is of a kind not often undertaken. Wo have 
cut ourselves off coinplotcly from any supports ; we arc self- 
supporting in every sense of the word ; and, we have as onr 
objective point a town nominally held by our own troops, hut which 
may, before our arrival, he surrounded by an army far surpassing 
our own in numbers and guns. The effect of the disastrous action 
at Kliusk-i-Nakhud will have raised the whole country about 
Oandahar against us, and Afghans never show so hold a front as 
when living on the fruits of a victory. If Candahar wore held in 
force hy an unbeaten army of British soldiers, we should have 
little to do beyond making the best of our way to tho place and 
joining hands with the garrison ; there would ho little danger and 
less glory in such an undertaking ; but as it is we are a body of 
10,000 men, maldng forced marches and not knowing from day 
to day what may be before us. So long as we are north of 
Ghazni we shall have no anxiety regarding supplies, but once we 
have passed that fortress our very food will have to bo sought for 
at every halting-place, and the prospect of deserted villages and 
crops secretly stored is not a very encouraging one. But it will he 
time enough to deal with our difficulties when they occur, and as 
we are now in the rich Logar Yalloy, where corn and forage are 
plentiful, I will not speculate further as to what the marches to 
Khelat-i-Ghilzai may bring forth. Our chief source of anxiety is 

Tlie qld moollah kept his -word and took a prominont part in the ceromomea attend- 
iag Abdnr Kaliraan’a ooranation. 
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tliaii the Herat army and its ghazi allies may not give us a fair 
chance of what the soldiers call getting at tliem.” That would 
indeed be a disappointinout too grievous to be borne. 

The march from Beni Hissar to Zahidabacl was as trying as any 
we are lilmly to have between Cabnl and Ghazni, The rear-guard 
of General Maepher son’s Brigade did not reach camp until after 
seven o’cloclr, having been under arms for fouiteen hours, and 
the 92iid Highlanders and 23rd Pioneers were so tired and w^oin 
out that many threw themselves down in theirtentswithoutenergy 
enough to take more than a mouthful of food, ft was not the 
actual distance (16 miles) which told upon them so much as tho 
long halts in the sun Avhilo the baggage was being pushed forward ; 
while a dust-storm the whole afternoon added greatly to tbeir dis- 
comfort, Tlio bun is stronger than was expected, and the men, 
not being yet in thorough marching order, felt its eifoefcs rather 
severely. The camp was pitched in the open fields near where 
we encamped in October last, when our mission was to punish 
Oabul. Our force now is nearly as strong again as the old Cabul 
Field Force, tho avenging army as it was termed ; but the 
brigades arc not yet united, tho cavalry and General Baker’s 
Brigade being a few miles in advance. This is to enable us to 
march with greater rapidity. That rapidity naturally depends upon 
our transport, the marching power of our men not being a doubtful 
factor in our calculations. 'We are provided with mule and pony 
carriage, camels being unsuitable for forced marching, and £ am 
glad to say wo liave an unusually strong stafi of transport officers, 
with Colonel Low at Lheir head, who are equal to all the demands 
made upon their knowletlgo and eudurauco. Upon the efforts of 
this staff much will depend, as if carelessness were once to creop 
into the management and care of tho animals a dead-lock would 
follow. In tho first campaign the stupid experiment of trying to 
work camels W’ithout food was tried, and the result, as Government 
found to its cost, was terrible failure. Now, Sir Frederick Eoberts 
is determined to try what can be done when the animals are given 
grain and forage with a liberal hand, and when we havo reached 
Gandahar I will note the result in tlm case also. The Transport 
Staff, to which I, in common with the whole force, look with great 
confidence, is as follows : — 
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Lieutenant-Colonel Low, Obld DireUov. 

Lieutenant Lootli, Staff Officer. 

Captain Wynier, 33rd Foot, General Transport OfHccr.. 

Lieutenant Fi&lier, lOtli Cavalry Lrigade. 

Lieutenant Wilson, 10th irnssaifej Istllrigade. 

Captain Elliot, 3rd Ucnsjal Cavalry, 2nd Erigade. 

Captain Maegregor, 4iih Native Infantry, Srd Brigade, 

Lieutenant Bobevtson, 8th Foot, Ordnance Park, 

Lieutenant Elveison, 2iid Queen’s, also attached to 3id Brigade. 

But cveu this staff cannot ensure the service being kept up to its 
present state of efficiency unless regimental commanders and 
other responsible persons sec that orders are strictly carried out. 
The Lieu tenant -General issued an order at Zahidabad reminding 
commanding officers of the necessity for exercising the closest 
supervision over the transport animals. In this General Eoberts 
says ; — ‘‘ The performance of long and continuous marches such 
as those which will be undertaken by the force can only bo 
successfully accomplished if the animals are regularly fed and the 
adjustment of loads attended to, Kecogiiiziug that the success of 
the undertaking in hand must depend upon the rapidity with 
which Candahar is reached, the Lieutenant-General relies con- 
fidently on the exertions of all ranks to aid in maintaining the 
transport animals in efficient condition/’ 

To-day the cavalry under General Hugh Gough joined the Snd 
Brigade (72nd Highlanders, 2nd and 8rd Sikhs, 5ih Ghoorlcas, 
and Swinley’s Mountain Battery) on their camping-ground over the 
Logar above Zahidabad, and skirted the right bank of the river 
past Deh-i-Nao to the ground near Paza and Wazir Kila, from 
which villages they drew their supplies. The 1st and 8rd 
Brigades, with General Eoberts’s and General Boss’s head-quarters, 
struck camp at three o’clock, and General Macphersoii’a Brigade 
moved off first. The only difficulty Avas at the bridge over the 
Logar; but as the stream was fordable, the baggage animals had 
no trouble in evading across. General Roberts watched the brigade 
cross, and it was pleasant to notice that the men seemed in the 
best of Spirits, doubling up the bank and hurrying along as if 
Oandabar Avere only 10 miles away. One company of the 23rd 
Pioneers recognized the General, and raised the Sikh war-cry of 
Guru! Guru/ Fuiieh Guru Once the river had been left 
behind open ground was reached, and after a march of 14 miles 
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camp way pitclied a sliort distance beyond Zerglmn Shahr. Hero 
supplies and forage were obtained in abundance, tlie villagers being 
quite ^villing to give fill that ^vas required. The agents of tho 
Amir accompanying the force did good work in aiding tho 
Political Officers in making all smooth for the Commissariat, 


Camp Sh^shgao, Uth August, 

We are now within an easy march of Ghazni, and our cavalry 
have already reconnoitred over the Sherd-Dahan Pass without 
meeting an enemy. Ayub Khan*s inflnence does not seem to 
extend so far north, while Hashim Khan and liis followers have 
fled southwards, declaring they have no wish to fight the British, 
but will return when we have passed and make preparations for 
a struggle with Abdur Kabman. Since my last letter we have 
made four inarches, the halting-places of General Pioberts’s head- 
quarters having been Padkhao Barak in Logar, Amir Kik at the 
mouth of the Tang-i-Wardak, Takia in tho Shiniz Talley, and 
Shashgao. There has not been a shot fired, and all our efforts 
have been concentrated in keeping our baggage animals up to their 
work, and in drawing supplies from the country passed through. 

On August 11th, the 1st and 3rd Brigades with head-quarters 
turned out at 2 AS a.m., and moved off at four o’clock towards the 
Barald group of villages which cluster about the Logar River, 
whero it turns to the north. The brigades moved in parallel 
columns of route across an open stony plain, and the first 10 
miles were made in grand style, there being nothing to impede 
tho troops. Cultivation was then reached, and as the crops of 
Indiaii-corn, lucerne, &o., were still on the ground, much delay 
occurred in getting the baggage along. The water was cutoff from 
two or three of the deepest canals, and the road improved ; but 
there was a “ nasty bit ” just outside Barald Rajan, where the 
bed of a tributary of the Logar had to be crossed. The camping- 
ground was on a ridge, with water close at hand, and fields of 
half-grown ludian-corn, which were bought up at Rs. 50 a Ugak 
and used as forage. The 2nd Brigade and the cavahy were 
encamped 3 miles away at Barald Barak, having crossed the river 
at Hisarak. The Logar Talley presented a picture of fertility 



474 Afg/ian War, 1879 — 80 . 

perliapB unequallocl in Afghanistan. It is well-wooded, and tlio 
irrigation from the river is admirably carried out. On either 
hand the cultivation extends for several miles, and the villages 
are surrounded by orchards and plantations of willow and other 
trees for firewood. The number of the people visible all along iho 
line of march shovved the valley to be thickly populated. To the 
south the valley is bounded by the barren Aliimour Eango, shutting 
out Zurmut, while to the north-east are the Shutargai dan and the 
mass of mountains about it. Our faces were turned wesWards 
towards the Taug-i-Wardak, the Lanier of hills through which that 
Pass leads being overtopped by the more distant Puglunan Eango. 

On the 12th the cavalry and General Baker’s Brigade had along 
and trying march from Earaki Barak, past Amir Kila, over the 
Samburak Kotal to Sydabad in the Shinia A^alloy. This placed 
them on the direct Cabul-Ghazni Eoad, the Shiniz: Valley extend- 
ing from the Sher-i-l>ahau Kotal to Slicikhahad, The Lieuion- 
ant-General watched the Cavalry Brigade pass Amir Kila, and a 
gallant show it made. The horses looked in grazid condition, the 
Central India Horse seeming none the worse for their hurried 
march from Jellalabad, The road was so narrow that the baggage 
animals had in many places to go in Indian file, and, although the 
advance-guard started at four o’clock, only part of thci cavalry 
baggage reached Sydabad. The remainder was halted for the 
night, just above the Amir Kila, near the camp of the 1st and 8rd 
Brigades, wliich had inarched only nine miles from Padkhao 
Barak. The Samburak Kotal is to the north of the Tang-i-War- 
dak, and is comparaLively easy ; but there was only one road over 
it — ^that made by the Candahar Korea in April for tho Horse 
Artillery and Field guns. A few hundred yards of Ibis road near 
the crest were so steep that some of the cavalry ponies cast their 
loads ; but on the transport oflieers going up early on the morning 
of the ISfch, the baggage was found to have been left untouched 
by the villagers, and only one pony was lying exhausied on the 
road. General Maegregor moved off by way of the Tang-i-War- 
dak to Hyder Khel, which had been fixed as the halting-place of tho 
1st and 3rd Brigades ; and then Colonel Low, Director of Trans- 
port, saw to the clearing away of the baggage of General Baker’s 
Brigade. Fatigue parties were told off to carry the loads lying 
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on tlie road, to tlie top of ilio Kotal, and then the stream of mules 
and ponies was set in motion. Working parties also imjnovecl 
and widened the road, and two dirersions ” wore made ^Yhicil 
allowed of three lines of animals moYing upwards at the same 
time. three o’clock in the afternoon the whole of the l}aggnge 
was clear of the Eotal ; only animals having had to be aban- 
doned. This will show in what good condition our transporli now 
is : not a load was left behind and the regiments with General 
Baker had once more the pleasure of seeing their tents and kit. 
The men had bivouacked at Sydabad, and the cold air of the early 
morning had been too keen to bo comfortable. General Jloberts 
with head-quarters joined Ihe 2nd Brigade which encamped at 
Talda, Byo miles hoyond Hyder Khcl, the distance from Syclahad 
being about 12 miles. 

To-day (August Idtli) the whole force is concentrated about 
Shasbgao, within three miles of ihe Sher-i-Dahan Kotal, the 
cavalry and Goneral Baker’s brigade having marched fourteen miles 
from Talda, while the troops commanded by Generals Maepherson 
and Maegregor have coYored between sixteen and seventeen. The 
Shiniz Valley is from six to ten miles across, and runs almost due 
north and south. High rolling hills rise gradually on either side, 
and there is a gentle riso from about 7,000 feet above sea level 
at Sydabad to 8,000 feet at Shasbgao, where w^c are now encamped. 
There is only a narrow strip of cultivation about the river, and 
scarcely any treos after Takia is loft. The villages are all strongly 
fortified, each consisting of a number of walled enclosures with 
flanking buttresses. These miniature forts are usually built in 
echelon, and against anything but artillery could make a stout 
resistance. The Shiniz is a very small stream at this season of 
the year, but there are numerous springs which give an excellent 
supply of water. Shasbgao is almost surrounded by a barren 
stony plain, the cultivation extending but a mile or so from the 
villago. On this plain the whole of our force is now** encamped, 
this being the first timo the Lieutenant-General has had the four 
luigadcs conoontratecl. It is a lingo encampment, and if Sirdar 
Hashim Khan has caught a glimpse of it he may well be pardoned 
for hastening away to Zurmut. Supplies have not come in so abun- 
dantly as in Logar, the country being much poorer; but still good 
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green fonigc lins been got for the cavalry anti transport;, and 
enough food for the troops. It slioiilcl be rcineinbered that for Llio 
last three da 3 ’’s wo have boon in the Wardak country, and that the 
Warclaks ai’c no great friends of the new Amir, whoso agents 
therefore we expected to do little for us. lint iho people have 
shown no hostility, and Major Hastings and the Political Oflicers 
have had no dhlicnlty in dealing with the VKdiks, This is a good 
sign, and proves that Hashim Khan has really no party worthy of 
the name in this district. To have reached within one inarch of 
Ghazni without a sign of opposition of any kind must convince 
even the greatest alarmist that the ehect upon the Afgiian mind 
of Ayulfs victory has been purely local. The whole country about 
Candaliar maybe up in arms, but there is no corresponding move- 
ment among the warlike population between Cabal and Ghazni. 

The troops are improving in health daily, ami in spite of long 
and trying marching there is the bent spirit among all ranks. 
Men falling out on the inarch are mounted on spare ponies, 
hut their lot is not a cheerful one, as they arc uumercifally 
“dialled ” by their comrades, who go swinging along with many 
a cheery allusion to what is to bo dune at Candahar. The 
greatest anxiety is for plenty of wholesome lighting to reward 
them for thoir weary tramp, and nothing would please them 
more than to sec the Sher-i-Dahan Koial covered with Afghans 
to-morrow morning. 

In the midst of our new excitement relative to Oandnhar a 
little incident carries many of us back to tho old days of 
December, when the Cabiil Field Force w^as fighting against 
great odds about Sherpur. To-night in the Field Force orders 
appears the following in memoriam : — 

“Lieutenant-General Sir F. Eoborts is sure that all ranks of 
the late Cabul Field Force will share the regret ho feels at 
the death of Lieutenant-Colonel Cleland, 9th (Quecn^s Eoyal) 
Lancers. On the 11th December last, in the Ohardeh Valley, 
this officer was dangerously wounded whilst gallantly leading his 
distinguished regiment against the enemy. From tho eflbets of 
that wound Lieutenant-Colonel Cleland died at Murree on the 
7th instant, after many months of severe suffering. By the death 
of Lieutenant-Colonel Cleland, Sir h\ Eoberts, in common with a 
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large inuTiber of officers and soldiers, lias losL a valued friend, 
whilst Her Majesty’s Army has been deprived of the services of 
a most promising and gallant officer. The Lieutenant-General 
desires to express the deep sympathy ho feels with the olficers 
and men of the 9tli Lancers in the personal loss they have 
sustained.” 


CHAPTEE II. 

The Advance through the Sher'i-Dahan Pass— The Tomb of Alahmoocl at Poza— Arrival 
at Ghazni. — State of the Citadel — A Miserable-looking City — Condition of the 
Gamp-Followeis- Splendid Marching — Losses by the Itoad — Cavaliy Scouts— The 
Hattie field of Ahmed Khel— A Paid on Powindah Traders at Chardeh— News from 
Kholatd-Gliilzai and Camlabar— Mukur to Panjak; a Trying March— Sir F, 
Poberts and the Troops—The Candahar Province entered at Shah j ui— Heliograpliic 
Corn nuiiiioat ion vith K h el at-i-Ghilzai— -Relief of Colonel Tanner’s Troops — Disas- 
troiiM Sortie at Candahar — Ayuh Khan Raises the Siege — Cavalry Mavcli to Pobat — ■ 
Heliographing vdth General Pjimrose — General H, Gough meets Colonel St. John — • 
“III Touch " of Ay Lib Khan— Diary of the March fiom Gabul. 

Ghazni, 15//i August, 1880. 

Nothing ocenrred to disturb us last night in our camping-ground 
at Shashgao, and we turned out as usual at three o’clock and loaded 
up for the day’s march. It was well known yesterday that no 
armed gathering was at Ghazni ; but in Lias country no one can 
say what a night may bring forth, and orders were accordingly 
ivuuied for the advance through the Shcr-i-Lahan Pass to be made 
as if an enemy ivere actually at band. With between 8,000 and 
9^000 baggage animals to be guarded, great precautions had to 
bo taken to make the line of march as compact as possible, and 
this object was gained by the following disposition 

{ 1 Regiment of O.avalry, 

1 Company 23i(l PiniioerR, 

2 Guns No, 2 Monutiun BatLevy. 

1 Regiment Infantry from 1st Dvigado, 

C.— llemaindor of 1st Brigade with 4 gunH No. 2 Mountain Cattery preceding 6-S Royal 
Aitillery in order of march. 

.3. —2nd Infantry Brigade. 

4 , —Cavalry Brigade, with the exception of one troop attached to 3rd Brigade. 
r». — Baggage Column, marshalled by Lieutehaut-Colonel Low. 

(L — Rear-guaid, consisting of the whole of Srd Brigade with a troop ol Cavalry. 

O'.viiig to the dai'lcness of the morning and the nature of the road 
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it was found necessary to modify this disposition * the 92ud 
Highlanders went first, with the Cavalry Brigade following, until 
the southern end of the Pass was reached, when a squadron of 
cavalry trotted forward to reconnoitre the country towards Ghazni. 

The Sher-i-Dahan Pass might, from its name (the lion’s mouth) 
be expected to be very formidable, whereas it is one of the easiest 
in Afghanistan. The rise from the Shashgao plain to tho Kotal is 
only 400 feet, and ia so gradual that it is scarcely noticeable. 
The road is not at all shut in for the first 2 miles, the hills rolling 
a^vay on either hand in easy undulations. Tho Kotal is marked 
on our maps as 9,000 foot high, but it was found by aneroid 
measurementB to bo only 8,300. Tho road is sufficiGiitly broad 
to allow of four horsemen riding abreast, and ia in very good order. 
For about a mile after the Kotal is crossed there is a gradual 
descent and the lulls close in ; but tbey soon recede, and one 
enters upon an open plain, basiu-sbaped, in which ia a lino of 
kaniz furnishing water for a few score acres of cultivation. Tho 
road crosses the plain, and goes in nearly a straight line xip a 
second low Kotal, from tho top of which the Ghazni plain is over- 
looked. The villages of Kila Hindu and Khodobad are seen on 
the loft ; Eoza is directly in front ; while in the distance, over a 
mass of vegetation, rises the Ghazni citadel, the town itself not 
being visible. The Sherd-Dahan could scarcely be held against 
any large force, as it can be turned on either hand, all the hills 
being accessible to infantry and mountain guns. There are no 
positions such as can be held by a few hundred men, as in tho 
Khyber, Shutargardau, and Jugdulluck Passes; only sloping sides 
of hills, many of which horsemen can ride up. Those hills are 
as hare and han^en as Afghan hills generally are, not a tree being 
seen for miles. 

It was, therefore, a great relief to enter upon the fertile country 
about Ghazni itself. At this season of the year tho crops of 
Indian-corn and lucerne grass cover the fields with greenness, 
while the walled orchards siuTound the villages with hells of foliage, 
promising shade and coolness most grateful to wearied men. 
Vineyards also abound, the ground being rich and water plentiful, 
and delicious grapes are retailed at prices lower than in Cabul 
itself. A donkey load made up of two large baskets, each weigh- 
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ing 401bs. or 601bs., cost ns only three rupees when our advanced 
guard was at Eoza, though prices rose enormously as the day 
Avore on. The troops passed by a narrow lane through Eozaj the 
outskirts of which arc a mass of vineyards, while the village 
itself boasts of several high, well-built houses as well as of the 
tomb of Mahmood of Ghazni. A running stream of pure water 
pours through the village and crosses the road near the gate, and 
about this some hundred men were gathered to watch our army 
file past. Some of us turned into Roza, and made our way to 
Mahmood’s tomb, to wdiich ^Y 0 were directed with every show of 
eagerness. It stands in a walled garden, and there is a rude 
building about it which probably serves as a mosque. In the 
garden arc richly -carved stone gargoyles and images resembling 
the Assyrian bull, probably the spoil brought by Mahmood to his 
capital when returning from some of bis successful expeditions. 
The Lomh itself is still well preserved, the marble being beauti- 
fully polished and kept clear of even a speck of dirt or dust, In 
place of the gates of Somuath, which Nott carried back to India 
laeaiiy forty years ago, are richly-carved doors of a wood made to 
resemble sandal wood, while hundreds of horseshoes and other 
tokens are nailed on the lintel. The tiger-skin mentioned by 
Vigne as being the largest lie had ever seen, still hangs on the 
wall just outside the gate. Bits of rich carving and elaborate 
inscriptions can still bo traced on the walls of the room built 
about the tomb ; but there is an air of decay about everything 
except the marble slabs of the tomb itself. These arc about 8 
feet long by 2 in breadth, and are raised some 2 feet above the 
cracked stone llooring. The Kufic inscriptions are still very ^vell 
preserved. Particoloured banners are stretched across the roof 
to prevent dust falling from above, and a janitor sits stolidly at 
the entrance to see that the tomb is not desecrated. The remains 
of the King who iuvad(3d India eleven times rest peacefully enough 
in the picturesque village overlooked by the Ghazni citadel, but 
glozy has depnrtcd from the neighbouring city, once the capital 
of a most powerful kingdom. 

Ghazni is situated at the foot of a long undulating spur wliioh 
runs clown from the west of the Shoivi-Dahan Pass and gradually 
loses itself in the plain. Two minars — high tapering pillars, said 
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to have been built ages ago by MalimoocI — mark fclio road leading 
from Eoza to the Cabul Gate, with which DaraneVs name is insepa- 
rably connected ; and in the shade of these pillars Sir Frederick 
Roberts and his Staff halted, while Major Hastings, Chief Politi- 
cal Officer, rode to the citadel to bring in Abdul Reschid, who 
is nominally acting as Governor of the city in these troublous 
times. That worthy presently appeared with a score of mounted 
retainers, all more or less ragged and disreputable, and the Gene- 
ral rode on to visit the Bala Hiasar and the city itself. From a 
military point of view the citadel is badly placed, as a knoll on 
the spur of the hill commands the building at a distance of only 
800 yards. Artillery on this knoll could make the fortress quite 
untenable, while guns could scarcely be worked on the walls in 
the face of rifle-fire from breech-loaders. But tho walls are hy 
no means in the state of ruin reported by Sir Donald Stewart’s 
force. There are certainly two breaches on the aouth-westorn side, 
but they could he easily repaired, and the walla are so thick and 
high that to send a storming jrarty against them Avould involve 
heavy loss of life, and success would he very problematical if the 
garrison were at all resolute in defence. The moat is nearly dry, 
Init an irrigation channel runs alongside, from which the water 
could bo diverted. A low wall, 2 feet high, pierced for musketry, 
and with small flanking bastions on the escarp 8 or 10 yards 
above the moat, is in utter ruin ; but of the main walls above, tlio 
parapet only is fallen away, the roadway along tho top being still 
practicable for nieu lining it. An engineer officer gave it as his 
opinion that the Cahul Bala tiissar was really in very little better 
iGpair, when we entered it last October, than is that of Ghazni now. 
The approach to the Cabul Gate is by a road over the moat, but the 
gateway itself is hidden from view, as two flanking walls, 88 feet 
high and 20 yards in length, stretch out in nearly semicircular 
shape. Between these one can only sea a few jards in advance, 
until a sharp turn shows the gateway right in front. There is 
nothing distinctive in its appearance ; it is of tho pattern common 
in all Afghan forts : two high wooden doors opening inwards, of 
great thickness and studded with iron holts. The masonry on 
cither side and above it is blotched and scarred by time, but is 
sllll fairly substantial. A drinking fountain is on the left, tho 
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Tvater being earned into the city by a channel from the hill above. 
The iumiediafco approach from outside is rather steep, but is broad 
enough to admit a regiment nnai’chiug up in fours. A crowd of 
curious cifcii!cns blocked tlio gaLeu'ay, but they readily gave place 
as "we rode in. Immediately mthin the gate is an open space 
some 50 yards square, and rising in front on a mound 100 feet 
high is the citadel. Two well-worn roads lead up to it at an angle 
aiifhcient to make riding up rather difficult. It was down these 
that a swarm of swordsmen rushed and cut up our leading com- 
panies when Nutt stormed the place. Two old held-guus, 6 -poun- 
ders, wore standing on the left, moanted on carriages of very 
recent make, while a mud Imildiiig with barricaded doors was said 
to be the magai^iue ” and to contain two more guns and some 
ammunition. The interior approaches to the walls were in bad 
repair ; but there wore pathw'ays along them, and plenty of mate- 
rials in the sliapo of sun-dried mud and debris to build a new 
parapet. 

Conducted by Abdul Eeachid, who, by the way, is fonder of 
strong liquor than a true Mahomedan should be, Sir F. Eoberts 
and some twenty officers rode up to the citadel, which Avas found 
quite deserted. It is rectangular in shape, and has only one 
gateway facing towards Eoza, the mound on Avhich it stands fall- 
ing down an the other sides almost perpendicularly. The walls 
are thirty feet high, and are built of brick and mud, each of the 
four corners ])oa>stiBg of embattled towers, AAdiich at a distance 
seem very imposing. The eastern half overlooking the city has 
been built within the last feAv years, and has some pretension to 
architecture, but the Avestern section is just as it stood in 1840-41. 
An open courtyard is entered after the narrow gateway has 
been passed, and tAVO tiers of rooms look down upon the 
blank space below, Avhich shoAVS no signs of being the keep of a 
citadel. Abdul Eesohid explained that in the old rooms on the 
right the English prisoners Avove confined, while the Governor 
always lived in tho new quarters commanding the city. Into these 
we accordingly went, and from Em upper rooms a grand view 
Avas obtained of the suxTounding 00011^73 thickly dotted over with 
villages embowered in orchards and vineyards. One could appre- 
ciate the fertility of the Ghazni province at once>andour hopes of 

X I 
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plentiful supplies being fortlicomiiig for the troops raoimljod liigL. 
At our feet lay Gba^ni itself, wiLli its onciicling walls, and a moio 
miserable-looking city could scarcely be imagined, Tho Louses ” 
aro low mud huts, nearly all of one story, and streets tLcro 
appeared to be none. Tlio 24lli P.N.I. hnd marched in through 
the Cabul Gate directly in our wake, and their hand woke the 
echoes of the place right cheerily as we listened to Abdul Eca- 
chid’s chatter concerning Hashim Khan and young Mahomed Ali 
Jan, who had fled four days before — not in fear, but because they 
had no wish to flglit the British, their quarrel being with Abdur 
Eahman alone. Presently wo rode down into the town, and 
found it as miserable as it looked from above. There was an 
attempt at a covered bazaar, the covering being twigs and branches 
of trees to afford shelter from the sun ; but the street was so 
narrow that wo had to go in single file, and in places one could 
step from shop to shop across the roadway without effort. I 
have called them shops out of courtesy, for Ghazni was once a 
great city, but they are really wretched stalls, in which grapes, 
fruit, corn, and attar are retnilcd, A few blacksmiths’ and shoe- 
makers’ shops were alone worthy of the name, and after ton 
minutes’ inspection we rode out of Ghazni by a second gate, 
some 200 yards distant from the one by which we had ontorod. 
This gate was also in fairly good order, and a storming pai’ty 
entering by it would got entangled in the narrow streets, all 
commanded by the citadel above. Ghazni, while not so ruinous 
as it has been painted, is certainly rapidly decaying, and another 
generation will probably see it at its lowest chh. 

Our camp was pitched on a large sandy plain almost duo cast 
of the city, and to-morrow we begin our march to Khelat-i-Ghilzai, 
which we hope to reach on the 28Lh or 2Qth of the month, the 
rapidity of our movements depending now upon the capacity of 
the country to furnish forage for our cavaky and our transport 
animals. The excitement known to exist about Candahar has 
not extended northwards yet, and there seems more interest in 
Cahul affairs consequent upon the accession of Ahdur Kahman 
than in the movements of Ayub Khan, Supplies of grain, flour 
and forage have been gob in abundance to-day, and if wo could 
only be sure that the crops of Indian-eorn have been sown about 
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ilic yillagos ou tlio route our prospects would be very bright. We 
have hitherto got along* wonderfully well ; our troops arc getting 
in better mareliing order daily, and our transport animals having 
been well rationed aie as fit for heavy and continuous work 
as GQii ever be expected. The disa])pearaiLCe of irashiin liluin 
and Mahomed Ali Jan proves that the people have no stomach 
for fighting, for if the Sirdars could have raised an army in 
this district they would undoubtedly have tried to harry us on 
the march. Our force number's in all over 18,000 men, soldiers 
and followers, and our line must straggle a little in spite of all 
precautions. The weakest link in our chain is the state of the 
dboolie-bearers and followers, who lack the stamina of the sepo 3 ^s, 
and are loft inoro to their own resources than men under strict 
regimental discipline. Dr. Han bury, Chief Medical Ofideer, is 
doing all ho can to keep the kaluirs in health, and as gJire is not 
obtainable ho has procured tho issue of a small meat ration to all 
followers. Tho quantity will ho increased if sheep can be got at 
the villages, and under this system break- downs are likely to bo 
reduced to a minimum. To avoid placing in dhoolies rnon who aro 
only foot-soro, Colonel Low is buying up all tho donkeys he can 
find, and on those such men will be carried until they arc again 
able to walk. Tliero is really no sickness in the force, except 
mild forms of fever anti diarrhoea, from which men are detained 
in hospital only a few days. No mesKcngers have as yet arrived 
from Kholat“i-Ghil%ai, hut we expect to receive letters in a few 
days. 

Camp JEhelat-i-Gthil^ai, 23fd AuejusL 

To-day i^ tho fifteenth from Oabul, and tho eighth from Ghazni, 
and so far Sir F. Tioberts’s march has been most successful. We 
have come througli an enemy’s country without any show of 
opposition boing made, and the merit of the march is therefore 
its unequalled rapidity. From Ghazni we have covered 136 
milos in eight days, giving an average of 17 miles per day, con- 
tinuous marching; while, taking Beni liissar as onv starting 
point, wo have done 236 milos in fifteen days, or on an average 
16*7 miles per day. For a regiment alone to do this would not 
bo extraordinary, but for a force numbering 18,000 souls, with 
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beUvoen 8^000 and 9,000 bagf>‘ag '0 animals, to oovor tins distauco 
without a day’s halt, is a feat in marching which is poiiiaps un- 
rivallech Bir F. lloborts’a mavch upon Cabiil last, year proved wliat 
can be done by a dotormined Ooiicral in the face of enormous 
difficulties, but our present work is a more reiuarkablG achicvci- 
mciit; and oven if there s[u)uld ))0 no second Clmrasia [it the end 
both officers and men will have doserved w^ell of tlieir country. 
When ihei'O is 110 butcher’s bill there is a tendency to underrate 
the importance of military inoA^emenis; but it is to be hoped 
there will be little detraction in regard to the relief of Caiidabar, 
Only those who have sharerl in the march can form an idea of the 
discomfort and hardship im^olvcd; and I, as a non-combatant, 
with no one but myself to take care of, have had many opportuni- 
ties of seeiug how splendidly the men have behaved, and how 
officers have not spared themselves in carrying out the orders of 
the General directing the movement. The regunciitB forming the 
fighting line have, after marching for eight hours, often through 
sandy soil or over rough ground, to furnish on arrival at camp 
parties for all kinds of duty; one party for wood, another for 
hhoosa and green forage, a third for guards, while sentry-go and 
pici^uet duty at night have alloAved what is technically kiiowm an 
only “ three nights in bod.” Then the rear-guard work has been 
terribly heavy: regiments on this duty reach camp somotimeB 
as late as nine o’clock, having been under arms since four o’clock 
in the early morning. The next day’s inarch begins at 4 a.m., 
and the men haA^e had to turn out at reveille (^2,45 a.k,), load up 
their baggage animals, and fall in as if they had enjoyed a long 
night’s rest. The nights have luckily been deliciously cool, and the 
early mornings even bitterly cold ; but two hours after sunrise the 
heat makes itself felt, and from eight o’clock until four the sun 
beats down upon the open treeless country with great fierceness. 
Marching, one does not feel it so much, but in the trying pauses 
when cast loads havo to be replaced upon broken-down mules, and 
AAdien waiting in camp for the tents to come up, the heat pimislies 
the men fearfully. Blistered bauds and faces wore common 
enough during the first days of the march, and although these 
havo come to be little regarded, there remain that bodily exhaus- 
tion and lassitude resulting from long exposure in the sun and a 
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sliorfc allowuuce of sleep at iiiglit. The extremes of icm2>oiature 
may be aj^pi’ociafced ^vhen I state that the thermometer at 4 a.m. 
registers 4:5^ in the open, and at 4 p 105° in a doiihlo-fly 
tent. For the last two marches we have turned out at 1 a.w. and 
marched at 2.30, in order to get the main body into camp early in 
the day, and as wo have had a bright moon to light np the road, 
the marching has been excellent. The rear-guard gets in by about 
three o’clock in the afternoon, and the troops haye ample time to 
prepare their food before “ turning in ” at half-past seven. 

It is well for us that food has been plentiful along the route, for 
without liberal rations no men could stand the constant call upon 
their pOAvers ; and we have been lucky also in getting plenty of 
green forage for our animals. The villages which were deserted 
when Sir Donald Stewart marched to Cahul, we have found all 
fairly well peojded ; the villagers had sown their crops of Indian- 
corn, which we have been able to purchase for transport require- 
ments. We expected to hnd a howling desert, whereas we have 
found a strip of eultivation, narrow enough, hut still sufficient for 
our needs. We could not possibly have maintained our rate of 
nipid marching if this had not been so, for continuous W'ork will 
breiilc down the best mule ever bred if the animal be not properly 
fed. General Hugh Gough’s cavalry brigade Las also been kej^t 
up to its efficient state, and the horses look nearly as tit as when 
they loft Cabul. 

1 have already alluded to our followers as being the gieatest 
drag upon us, and the hiharn have undoubtedly had a struggle to 
keep np. They are such fatalists that they believe it is part of 
tlieir kismnt to wander off the road into obscure there to 

fall asleep, and take the risk of being cut up by Aighans. Of late 
the troops of cavalry forming the rear-guard have quartered the 
country like heaters at a tiger hunt, and the slee^ung hdiars have 
boon rudely wakened and brought along. Baggage animals with 
sore backs have been utilisscd for carrying the poor wretches into 
camp, a innle gone in tlie withers being quite equal to hearing a 
man astride his back. *Wonderful to say, men straggle into camp 
long after midnight, unharmed and perfectly self-satisfied. They 
have enjoyed iheir sleep in obscure ravines, and liava then re- 
sumed their march as if in a friendly country. Some of them 
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toll straiigo stories of liayiiig boon si.rippcd by Afghans luicl then 
allowed to escape; but these arc Mahomed ans who have claimed 
fellowship in rcllgiou with the tribesmen. Our actual loss in 
dead and missing since wo left Cabal is, 1 l)eliovc, ns follows : — 
Died — Europeans, one; fiO])oys, four; Lthar^i, fivo ; folhnvers, 
live ; missing — forty-throe. Of the men who have died, one 
private of the 72iid md one sepoy of the 23rd Pioneers committed 
suicide : three sepoys died fj’oin obstruction of the bowels caused 
by eating unripe Iiidiaii-coni, and then' drinking largo qaantitics 
of water. Of the missing many are known to have Leon hiJiars 
trying to get to the Khyhcr line, and Hazara syces who have gone 
to their own country* There were 494 soldiers in liospital on the 
24t]i August. 

Regarding our transport, "wo have at work now 2 /Uhl ijahnos and 
ponies, as against 2,919 when wo left Cabul ; 4,42G mules as 
against 4^509; 984 donkeys as against 929; and 150 camels. 
Many of the donkoj^s and all the camels have ])ooii ohtainod on 
the road. Our total transport now consists of 8,174 aniuials of 
all kinds, while the Khelat-i-Ghilzai garriBon will furnisli 301 
camels, 132 mules, ten ponies, and 2G5 donkeys. The garrison 
is made up of two companies of the 66lh (141 men), the 2nd 
Beluchis (G75), squadron 3rd 8cind ITorse (107 sabres), with two 
guns of C-2 Ii.A. (forty-seven men), two medical oHlccrs, 0110 
commissariat officer, and various details, amonnting in ail to a 
total of 1,005 men. They have stoi'od in the fort a large quan- 
tity of tinned meat and soups, tiLLar, corn, and hlioosd^ which will 
bo a most wolenmo addition to our stores, To-day, also, a wing 
of the Beluchis have moved out to Jaldak, our next stage, whore 
they will collect supplies for the force. Wo are to halt here to- 
morrow to give men and animals a short rest. 

Having summarized some of our difficuha'es and drawn 
attention to the merits of tire march, considored apart from its 
ultimate ending, I will now give in detail the stages marched from 
day to day and llie actual distances covered. On August I2th we 
left Ghazni and marched to Yergatta, just post the battlefield of 
Ahmed Khel — 20 good miles. The brigades got into motion at 
4 A.M., and the cavalry began the work which they have since 
performed daily, and which I will now allude to once for all. 
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They were spread out all across the valley, and worked 
steadily along, examining every yard of ground and feeling for 
an enemy who has never yet sliowii himself. A bright moon 
favoured their movements, and when one got a little ahead of the 
infantry it was a weird sight to see a chain of phautomdike men 
and liorses strcteliing away on cither hand, until lost in the early 
morning mist. Too high praise cannot be given to Cloneral Hugh 
Gough and his fine cavalry brigade for the way in which this 
covering movement was done. The infantry could march along 
in perfect security with the knowledge that some 1,500 troops 
were in front and oil the ilaiiks, that the eyes of our army,” as 
the Germans have it, wore wide open. Sowars, when properly 
handled, make excellent Uhlans, as they are all light-weights and 
their horses seldom tire. Our more heavily accoutred English 
cavalry are of course handicapped at such cross-country work, but 
the 9tli Lancers are so eager to reach Caiidahar and capture a few 
of Ayuh’s guns that they make light of the burning sun and bitter 
fatigue ; their want of knowledge of the language and habits of 
the people is more than compensated by extra vigilance and care in 
scouting, The cavalry marches were always severai miles longer 
than those made by the infantry, by reason of their constant 
scouting ; while before camp Avas pitched patrols Avere sent out five 
miles in advance on reconnoitring duty. A troop was detailed daily 
to act with our infantry rear-guard, and they were always last in, 
as they had to sweep all stray animals and followers before them. 
But for this arrangement many lives Avould have been lost, as the 
apathy of a tired kaliar or other follower is extraordinary* 

This first march out at Ghazni Avas very trying. After passing 
through the Availed gardens about the toAvn, and turning to take a 
farewell look at the Bala Hisaar, most imposing when viewed from 
the south, \Yo got into the open country, and before us Avas the 
plain stretching right away to IQielat-i-Ghikai, with no break in 
its continuity. The hills Avhich hound it may send out minor 
spurs, and the loAVor raiages on the east between the Ghazni Biver 
and the high Ehonak mountains may seem at times about to close 
in upon the road ; hut there is not a total to he croBsecl, and the 
valley is always broad enough to allow of three columns of route. 

The characteristics of the countify north of Khdafc'hGliilzai are 
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very accurately dot ailed in officifil route bookr-i: llio villageB, ‘with 
their orchards and patchoB of cultivation, are nii in crons enough 
for the first few miles. They then grow fe^^or ond fewer, and the 
plain becomes a waste co%erod wiih the cainol-tlioTu scrub and 
intersected hy deep rnvines running from the foot of the hills on 
either side down to the river bed. ^riiosc are formed hy the 
streams resulting from the melting snows, and their banks are 
so stee]} that they are at times fovmidabb'i obstacles to baggage 
animals. Streams of water, chicily from h'arf^z sources, cross the 
road at right- angles from time to time, and near these are 
generally a few^ fields of Indian- corn, lucerne and melon beds. 
In this first march, for example, wo crossed a hroad river Led 
tihree miles south of Ghimii, and then got upon a sandy plain 
which lasted almost as far as Nani, wliero a numher of small 
streams furnish water for the crops. ITore an hour’s halt was 
called (which only Borved to stiffen the luon), and then wo moved 
towards Ahmed Khel over an arid plain which led to the rolling 
hills on which Sir Donald Stewart fought his action. Nothing 
could bo more clesolato than the counti’y of Ahmed Khel and the 
battlefield itself, but wo got water at Yergatta, and a few iielda of 
liidiau-corn for our worn-out animals, Tlifj scarcity of wood all 
down the lino of march was also a Rource of constant trouble — at 
Y'ergatta camel-thorn scrub having t.o bo colloctod and burned. 
The order of march from Glmzni was : 2nd and 3 rd ]3rigacles 
leading, and Ist Brigade (with troop of cavalry) acting as rear- 
guard. The leading brigades marched in panilld columns of 
route and reached Yergatta about 3 p.m. A terrific dust-storm 
was blowing, and the task of getting in the baggage was 
unusually hard. Tho Ist Brigade lost its waiy in the storm, and 
the rear-guard did not arrive in camp until long after dark. Men 
and animals were alilm exhausted by this long march, the longest 
save one made on the route. 

Such officers of General Stewart's force as wero with ns 
explained Ihe positions in the Ahmed Khel action, and our 
surprise w^as indeed groat that even ghaais could ‘'rush ’’ infantry 
armed with breech-loaders over gi‘ound on wffiicli there was not a 
hit of cover, There were between 400 or 500 graves on the battle- 
field ahowung where the enemy’s dead had been buried: in place 
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of hearlstones there were, in a few cases, the scabbard of a sword 
or knife sticking up, transfixing a bloody cap or a pair of old 
shoes belonging to the dead ghazi. T ^nTL sorry to say the grayes 
in which onr dead were buried had been torn open and dishouom'od. 
On one of the largest graves had been foiiiicl a small piece of 
paper tied to a stick. On being unrolled an inscription was 
seen, slating that the spot was sacred to the naeinory of the 

martyrs who had fallen in fight against the English army— 
the date given was 1297 A.n. But for the interest fittaching to 
Ahmed Khcl our camp at Yergatta would have seemed doubly 
dreary. Fortunately our animals had been fed at tlie halting- 
place at Nanij ivhich somewhat lessened the soldier’s work when 
camp was pitcherl. 

On August 17 th a comparatively sliort raarcli of twelve miles 
was made to Ohardeh by way of Mushald. The previous day’s 
march had sorely tried our transport, hut we got in after much 
straggling of animals on the road. Sandy strelchea also hied 
the men’s feet a good deal, numbers of sepoys falling out of the 
ranks from foot-soreness. The Ohardeh group of Tillages cavers 
a wide stretch of country, but mnny of the walled enclosures 
were deserted, and forage was difficult to get. Numbers of 
Powiiidah traders were seen, and there was a little excitement in 
the evening, thanks to tlioso mon. We were anxious to hire or 
purchaRo a number of camels to aid our transport, and the 
Powindaha at one large encampment promised to provide 500 of 
their beasts. They afterwards refused to send in even 100, and 
Colonel Low, with 300 men drawn from Maepher son’s biigade, 
surrounded their camp at dusk. The Powiiulahs had hidden the 
camel- saddles, and they turned the camels loose, while the 
women and children rushed among the soldiers, abusing them 
heartily and making a terrihe din. Some slrots wore fired at the 
Ghoorkas, who returned the fire, hut our officers prevented any 
serious fight. Lieutenant Gordon, of ihe 4th Ghoorkas, had a 
narrow escape from being hamstrung ; as he was passing one of 
the tents, a man siruclj; at his leg with a knife, thrusting it 
out from below. Gordon’s sword saved him, the knife cutting 
through the scabbard to the steel. Eventually 150 camels were 
captured and bronght into our camp. On this day we received 
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our first news from Khelai-i-Ghilzai, a messenger arriving with 
a letter from Colonel Tanno]*, 2ncl BcluchiSj commanding the 
garrison. He set our minds at rest on several points^ for the 
PowindaliB had alarmed ns hy stating that Oundahar hnd fallen, 
and the Khclat-i-Gliikai garrison were hard pressed. In place of 
this we learned that all vas well at the latior place, the country 
not having risen. A letter from Colonel 8t. John, dated August 8th, 
was also enclosed, its purport being that Candaliar was coniplctoly 
invesiecl, hut that the garrison had supplies for two months and 
Wmosri for fifteen days; 15,000 Afghans had boon turned out of 
the city, which was held by our troops. At Chardoh most of the 
Hazaras who had marcliod with us from Cfihul left camp for their 
own country, which lay beyond the range of hills on our right. 
Our cavalry found about a thousand Hazaras with thoir horses 
and cattle in a fort near our camping ground. Thoh' story 
was that they had been shut up since April l)y the Afghans, 
wdio had sworn to kill them for aiding >Sir Donald Stewart. 
They regarded us as their deliverers, and mado a hurried exit 
over the hills, glad to escap(3 while our army was holding 
Chardeh. 

On August 18th we marched IG miles to Oba Karoz, our way 
being lighted for a mile by the blazing ruins of the fort lately 
occupied by the Hazaras, which the Afghan villagers liad fired. 
Wo could sec villages dotted about for tho first five or six miles, 
and running streams gave ample water for tho troops; but tho 
last eight or nine miles was barren plain, with nothing growing 
but camel-thorn ; not even a stagnant pool to relievo the men’s 
thirst. There is no village at Oba Karoz, which is merely a 
halting-place, where a delicious stream of water from a hmz 
bursts out at tho foot of a mound 150 feet high. A number of 
villagers from a distance had brought a few supplies to this mound, 
and also donkey-loads of watcr-molonB, which our men fell upon 
most ravenously. The w’ant of water told most of all upon the 
followers, whose state sit times was pitif^blo. We cfimpcd about a 
mile beyond tho near tho stream flowing from it. To-day 

we received another loiter from Khelat-i-Ghilzai, undor dsite IBtli 
August* lb was from Captain Ysito, Political Officer with Colonel 
Tanner, Captain Ysite wrote 



491 


Ncios from Khelat-i-Ghiliai, 

I send you a copy of Colonel St. Joliii’s letter of 8tli August, 
received jT^sterday, our only communication with tlio outer world 
since July 26th. That letter \vill give you all the information 
■\vc possess. I shall ho glad if you will kindly send me by the 
return messenger a copy of your route to Candahar, to enable 
mo to make what arrangements I can for Biijiplies along the 
road. Everything is quiet about here and down the road, I 
believe, as far as Shahr-i-Safa or Khel-i-Akliund, and I hope to 
he able to have hlioasa and hour stored ready at the different 
stages. The Shahjui district has been very unsettled of late owing 
to the continued presence of Mahomed Aslain, the Tokhi Chief, 
hut he, I fancy, will move off as soon as he hears of the approach 
of your force. Directly I know where you are for certain I will 
send out Mahomed Sadik, a friendly Tokhi Chief, who will hclj) to 
get in supplies for your force . . . . Yesterday wc received loiters 
from Sir It. Sanclcman and Wjllio at Quetta, who were anxious 
concerning our safety.’* 

I quote this letter, as the nows that the country was quiet 
north of Candahar was very satisfactory to us in camp, 


ICHELAT-[-GninzA.i, 28rd August 

On August 19th our elovcnth inarch from Beni Hissar was made 
to Mukur, about 15 miles. Wlion we were at Ghazni we wei^e 
warned that a great tribal gathering would bar our road at Mukur; 
hut the people have not yet forgotten the action of Ahmed Khel, 
and not an armed man presents himself at any village we visit. 
Eor the first 6 miles out of Oba Earez, not a drop of water was 
found on the cainel-thorn desert. Our route took us gradually 
nearer to the range of hills on the west, which rise almost perpen- 
dicularly out of the plain. The order of march was cbiiiged, the 
three brigades advancing abreast with their respective baggage in 
roar, and a regiment of cavalry arrayed on either fiank. Tlio 
coniitry was so flat that our line extended for 2 miles, at times ; 
and a brave show was thus made of our fighting strength. At 
about the sovonth mile we were cheered by a line of trees in the 
far distance, showing where the Mukur villages were scattered on 
the headwaters of the Turnak Eiver. Without any perceptible 
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rise or fall we crossed the watershed of the valley, and by noon our 
advanced guard of infantry ^Yas resting under the shade of the 
trees about a village at the foot of a hill 700 feet high, rising 
sheer above the springs from which the Turnak takes its rise. 
The camping-ground was on a rolling ])laiii in rear of the village, 
and w'as the best ou which we had yot encamped. Supplies were 
abundant, and we got such luxuries as fowds, eggs, and milk at 
reasonable rates. The villagers turned out in great numbers, and 
w'ere generally line, handsome fellow'g^ good-natured, but very 
independent. We had to pull down a few of their houses for 
firewood; but as the owners Avero paid handsomely both for the 
Avood and the ruins,” they did not lose their good temper, and 
AA’e believed in the end that similar terms AA^ould have induced tlioin 
to pull down the whole village, 

August 20Lh Avill uIamijs ho remembered, by those Avho survive 
the operations uoav being carried out, as a day full of privation, 
and calling for much endurance by officers and men. Wc marched 
from Mukur to Panjuk, coATring 21 miles by the direct road. 
Water was so scarce that folloAVcrs fell exhausted on the roadside, 
and Avc had to send back hlustecft Avitli muRsiiks of AA^atcr to save 
the kaJiars and others from dying of thirst. The heat \A^as greater 
than ever in the day, althongh in the early morning the air had 
been bitterly cold. One company of a native regiment lay down 
in an irrigation ohanncl, the Avaler of which was too muddy to 
drink. Not a tree gave shade in any direction, and the arid plain 
with its scrub -growth seemed togroAv red hot. T do not Avish to 
exaggerate the sufferings of the army ; but it should be counted 
in our favour hereafter that we are marching day after day 
through a half- desolate land, Avith no supports to fall hack upon 
in case of disaster, and nnceidain of Avhat lay beforo us ; AAutli 
nothing but thin tents to shield us from a ann Avliich laughed to 
scorn 100” in tlio shade, and with a water-supply so uncertain 
timt we never kncAv in the morning Avhore our camping-ground in 
the evening might be. At Panjak itself Avere good villages be- 
longing to Aslam Khan, the Tokhi Chief, and we had water and 
supplies more than enough for our force; but the struggle to reach 
this oasis broke doAvn many a man and beast. The troops were 
rewarded by the issue of an extra ration of rum, non-drinkers 
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reaoiving uii extra meat ration ; aud as the heat had boon so trying, 
it was deljafcod whether, in future, reveille should not sound at 
1 A.M., and the march begin at 2.30 a.m., a bright moon favouring 
tins arraiigement. 

We had again nows from Kliolat-I-Ghilzai, and in the eveuing 
Sir F. Eoberts issued the following Divisional Order : — 

‘‘The Lieuieiiant-Oeupral has received news from Khelat-i- 
Gliilzai, dated the 18th instnnt. All was well with the garrison, 
aud the neighbouring country was still quiet. A letter has been 
received from Major-General Phayre, C.B., dated Quetta, 12th 
August, in which he slates that he is marching with a largo force 
of cavalry, artillery, and infantry, British and native, and expects 
to reach Caudaliar not later than the 2nd of September. Lieu- 
tenant-General Sir F. Eoberts takes this opportunity of thanking 
the troops under his command for the admirable manner in which 
they havo executed this march from Oabul hitherto. If the pre- 
sent rate of marching be continued, KhehiLi-Ghilzai should be 
reached not later than the 23rd, and Candahar not later than the 
23th. By the latest accounts the Afghan army under Ayub Khan is 
still at Candahar. The Lieu tenant- General hopes it may remain 
there, and iliat the honour of relieving the British garrison may 
fall to the lot of the magnificent troops now with him.” 

At Panjak we hea]*d from Mahomed Sadik, who met ub in 
accordance with previous arrangements, that Ayub Khan had 
written to Aslam Khan ordering him to collect supplies, but all 
that the Tokhi Chiefs had done was to raid upon a village the 
previous day and carry off two imllks and a quantity of grain. 
Native report also stated that AyulFs men wore driving three mines 
into Candahar, but rocky ground had prevented them from 
making much progress. 

On August 2ist we reached a camping-ground called Garjui, 3 
miles short of Tazi, our march being 18 milos. Shahjui, the 
northern limit of the Candahar Province, was passed, and here 
again some little interost was excited, as we could see the hill on 
tho right where Sartorius won his V.G., when Sahib Jan was 
defeated and killed, Tho country was very open and water fairly 
plentiful, Camp was pitched on the right bank of the Xuimak, 
Captain Straton, with a small party of signallers, had gone on 
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ahead with the cavalry and climbotl the Tazi Plill, whoii(30 he 
expected to coniniunicate by hcliogTaph with Ivhelat-i-Ghilzai. 
Seeing a hill in iho cliataucc, which seemed to answer to the de- 
scription of the fortrosSj lie directed his light upon it, and within 
ten minutes came back an answering dash. In half an hour General 
Roberts and Colonel Tanner had exchanged messages, and then 
we learned of the disastrous sortio of the IGth and the death of 
General Brooke and the other bravo fellows who foil with him. 
Colonel Tanner informed us that he would send a com])any of his 
regiment toBabaKazaito encamp tlioro and collect supplies for ns. 

On August 22 ud, reveille sounded at 1 a.m., and we marched at 
2.30, the heat of the few previous days having been so groat that 
night inarching was decided upon. The troops turned out with 
alacrity, but in the half- darkness it was hard work to get all the 
baggage animals clear of camp, j)tiidicularlj as the face of the 
country had quite changed, the road passing over rolling hills 
which shut out the view on either hand. All cultivation ceased 
except in the Led of the river, which lay in places 200 or 300 feet 
below the road. Hero and there were fields of Indian-coru wliich 
promised rich crops in the future. After 17 miles avo reached 
Baba Kazai and found the company of Beluchis awaiting us with 
piles of hJioosa and corn ready to our hand. We pitched on the 
hillside, within 200 yards of Turnak, and were busy all day ex- 
changing heliograms with IGiolat-i-Ohilzai. 

On the following day (August 23rd) the force marched again at 
1 A.M., this being our fifteenth march from Boni Hissar. Wo 
covered ] 7 miles, and were heartily glad to see the fortress of 
Khelat-i-Ghibai rising before us. As onr force marched to its 
camping-ground to the south of the solitary hill, great crowds of 
villagers lined the road and Avatched with curiosity the a24')caranoo 
of regiment after regiment. The number of Ghoorkas and Sikhs 
astonished them greatly, and they plainly respected the composilfon 
of the army marching to the relief of Candahar. A letter from 
Major Adam-j Assistant Quartermaster- General Avith General 
Primrose, was handed to General Roberts, and wo learned more 
details of the Beh-i-KhAvaja sortie, and of the position in the city. 
The following aro the more interesting portions of Major Adams’s 
letter, which wns dated 17ih August ; — 
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News from Candahar. 

Ayub’s forces, dislodged by our guns from tbeir camp close 
to the Grboorka lines, have taken to the ground between Mir 
Bazaar and tire Argandab River, where they are sheltered by the 
high range of hills west of this. Ho had two guns (an Armstrong 
and one of our 9-poiuiders captured at Maiwaud) on Piequet Hill. 
One was dismounted by our fire yesterday* He has also a 
6-pounder in an embrasure near the Head-Quarters’ Garden ; one 
in Deh-i-Khwaja 900 yards cast of the Cabul Gate, and a third in 
a garden 1,100 yards from tho Shikarpur Gate, The villages aU 
round the walls are hold, as is also a portion of our old canton- 
ment walls. Some of tlio regular regiments are cantoned in the 
villages, which contain besides very large contingents of outsiders. 
Yesterday morning, hoping to get into .Deh-i-IQiwaja to pull down 
the looplioled walls facing the Cabul and Bur Durani Gatos, we 
made a sortie with 300 cavalry and 900 infantry drawn from the 
7th Fusiliovs, and 19th and 28fch Bombay Native Infantry. The 
village was found to bo strongly held, aud honeycombed with loop- 
holes. Our infantry managed to pull through, but could not 
gain a hold upon the place, though tho enemy’s supports got a 
good ‘ slating ’ from our cavalry, and from our infantry and artillery 
fire. Wo had to get back to the walls of the city under heavy 
fire from the village walls : and our loss, in officers particularly, 

was very heavy The enemy must, however, have seen 

that wo have some fighting power in us, and we heard that the 
regular regiments under Ayub 'would not turn out to reinforce the 
village, so that an olfect had been produced, aud the morale of our 
troops hero is still good. The misfortune is they have so few 
officers to native regiments : wearing helmets makes them a con- 
spicuous mark, of which the enemy fully avail themselves. 
Our supplies are abundant, with the exce])tioii of mutton and 
hhooscL Of the latter we have about ten days’ full ration, which 
we can make last fifiocn, and good luck may produce hidden stores 
in tho town. Wo are in daily search, and get nearly 20,000]bs. 

per day Tho enemy hero, I fancy, begin to think the game is 

nearly up, aud if they moan to assault, they must do so within a 
day or two. We are very secure'; the buildings round tho walls 
have mostly been cleared aw^ay, ahaUis of trees, wire entangle- 
ments, chev(Hix de frise^ traverses, flank defences, blue lights, 
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slieila, small mines in flniinR — all have ]) 0 on got ready ; and if 
they do attack it will be at a groat loss of life to them. They 
say they have many ladders ready, but as they will require at 
least froni ten to liftceii moii to carry tbom, and most will 
have to bo got over GOO yards of open ground, you can iunigiiio 
that their chances of success arc very Hinall, They ran away 
like hares yesterday when our cavalry got them in th<‘ o])on, 
and also when our sappers turned round and gave them a volley. 
Ayub's position is well ehosoii : his right Hank cannot be turiiod, 
resting as it does on a high hill that cannot be crossed, and his 
left is on the Argaudab, while along his front he lias a number of 
orchards and canals which can only he crossed at a few points. 
Artillery lire is required to coyer any infantry inovoment to jitfcack 
Ms centre, and before that can bo attempted Picquet btill must be 
taken. You will recognke how thoroughly lie has protected liim- 
self, and how powerless we are to attack until strongly reinibreed. 
We find it most difficult to get news. The whole place is covered 
by groups of villages ; and the ghazis are spread about in the old 
cavalry lines and the cantonments. I only g<jt a view of Ayub’s 
camp the other day by going out at dark, getting on a hill before 
daybreak, and waiting until daylight. Phillips, supporting with 
cavalry, had a narrow escape. Thinking to capture two men on 
yahoos I gave chase, but they were too far ahead, and raised an 
alarm. Their artillery turned out and opened fire, not at me, hut 
at Phillips’ squadron. One shell burst under his horse’s nose, 
and although Majme and two orderlies were standing by, the only 
damage done was the orderly’s horse shot. Altogether there is no 
'want of excitement.” 

This letter show's the thorough nature of the investment of 
Candahar and how helpless the garrison has become in the face of 
Ayub^s oYcrwholming strength. 

I have not energy enough to say much about Khelat^-Ghikai 
itself : the character of the fortress is well known, and with the 
thermometer registering 105'^ in tents, and a hob wind blowing, I 
find the task of climbing up to the gates too much. Picture a 
hill rising out of a plain some hundreds of feet, with a 
strong wall, loopholed and bastionecl encircling it near the top, 
and above all a huge rock springing out of the middle of tho 
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enclosed space, and you have £helat4-Ghilzai. It boasts a hot and 
a cold spring within the walls, and has other natural features 
which might interest the geologist. Its barracks will accoinmodate 
a sufficiently large garrison to man the walls, against Avhicli no 
infniitry ass<ault could bo successful, but there is along, flat-topped 
hill about 3,000 yai'ds away from which artillery could com- 
mand the place and make the garrison very uncomfortable. The 
country about is not at all attractive, barren rolling hills stretching 
away as far as the eye can reach. Wo all pity the unlucky fellows 
who have had to hold the place for so many months. 


CavatjRt Head-Quarters, Robat, 27 rt AujtisL 

To-day we have established heliographic communication with 
the Candahar Garrison, and Ave have now in onr camp Colonel 
St. John, Chief Political Officer, Major Adam, A.Q.M.G., Major 
Leech, V.C,, R.E., and Captain Anderson, commanding the escort 
of Poona Horse, This morning, Avheu the ganison saw the first 
flash of Captain StratoiTs mirror, they could scarcely believe 
that it Avas the heliograph. We Avere throe days in advance of the 
time laid doAvn by the wiseacres for our appearance. To-day is the 
19th from Beni Hissar, and although the infantry is one march in 
rear, here avc are Avith two regiments of cavalry exchanging notes 
Avith officers of the lately besieged garrison, and coolly camping 
Avithin one march of AyuL’s cuoip on the Argandab. 1 do not 
Avisli to boast of the work clone by troops Avhose marches I have 
shared, and with whom is all my sympathy; hut it has been 
“ grand going,’* to us (3 a hunting phrase, and we hope the flniKh 
Avill be as good, for Ayub has not lied, although ho has raised the 
siege of the city. Our troops are perhaps a little tired with 
their hard Avork, but a day’s rest will give them ucav strength, 
and this rest they can noAV take without anxiety, for Candahar is 
safe, and there ia every sign that the enemy Avill await our 
approach, and defend the strong position they hold with great 
determination. 

Wo have of late marched at 2.80 each morning, and con- 
sequently T have seen but little of the country passed through, 
]\Ty general impression is, that it is Avlld and bleak, the road 
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.[98 The Afghan JVar^ 1879 — 80 . 

following the course of the Tarnak Iliver, which is not a vory large 
stream at this time of the year. On August 25th wo marched to 
Jaldiik, sixteen miles. As we were striking camp at Khelat-i-Cihikai, 
some hands of robbers tried to gob past our picquets near tho 
river, the mist rising from the water covering their movements. 
They plainly hoped to pick np a few stray mules with thoir loads, 
as thoro is always great confusion when a large force has to jnove 
olf in the darkness, for tho moon is now a very poor feubsiitute 
for daylight. The thieves, unfortunately for themselves, found 
that Ghoorkaa are unusually keen-sighted, and tho result ^Yas that 
four Afghans were killed before our rear-guard had left the fortress 
in rear. We watched the shooting while our advance-hrigade w^as 
waiting for orders to move, and the reports which followed us were 
satisfactory. Nothing was lost, although a laliar who straggled 
had a narrow escape. He was enjoying a pjcaceful smoke over 
the dying embers of his fire on the camping-ground, when a 
small party of Afghans came upon him. He cried out vigorously 
for help, and the Subadar of the 5th Ghoorkas, with a few of his 
men, ran back from the rear-guard. For a moment the Afghans 
faced them, but the Subadar cut one man down with his 
sword, and another being shot tho robbers decamped. This is 
the only occasion on which our men have been troubled on 
picquet. 

Yesterday (August 25tb) wc reached Tirandez, sixteen miles, a 
rather troublesome march, as the road skirted a low range of hills 
on tho right, and was in places too narrow to admit of the troops 
marching in open formation. At Tirandez, tho (general received 
letters from General Primrose and Colonel St, John, in which it 
was stated that Ayub Khan had become alarmed at the near 
approach of tho Cabul Force, and had raised the siege of the city 
on the 24th. Sir F. Eoberts thereupon resolved to pnt himself 
into direct commmaication with the garrison as quicldy as possible, 
and General Hugh Gough was ordered to hold two regiments of 
cavalry in readiness to march to Robat, whence heliograms could 
be exchanged with Candahar. Robat is thirty-four miles from 
Tirandez, and about eighteen from Candahar. The 3rd Punjab 
Cavalry and the 8rd Bengal Cavalry, who could muster the moat 
available sabres, were told off by General Gough^ and at 1 a.m. 
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they Rtai’Lcd from camp, thoir baggage following on the wiry little 
ponies wliicli servo as baggage animals. I accompanied the 
cavalry, wiili Lhe permission of the General. Sir ]?. Eoberts, with 
Coioiiel Chapman, Chief of the Staff, Major Hastings, aucl Major 
bliiim Smith, iutended to ride with the cavalry, in order to meet 
Colonel St. John, who, it was thought, might ride out from 
Caudahar lo Eobiii. When, howevever, wo rcaohod Khel-i-Aldiund, 
where the Beluchis were oncamjiod, word was sent to General 
Hugh Gougli that Sir itoberts was so weak from an attack of 
iever that he could not proceed further. The cavalry were ordered 
to compiete their march, Colonel Ciiapman alone of the original 
party guiug on with thoiu. 

\¥c i'edv'< quietly ouwarda, hailing every ev eight milea to 
give our liorHos a feed in the fields of Indian-corii, and allow the 
baggage ponies to close up in the rear. We did not know what 
might bo in the front of us — ►had not Ayah some thousands of 
Aimak horsemen, who were great at surprisos ? — and we kept in 
as comj)acL a ])ody as possible, while our advance-guard and scouts 
ou the flanks Avere on the watch for any signs of the enemy. But 
all was quiet, though a few unarmed men AVere met Avho were 
hcliovod to be returning fj'om Ayubk army to their homos. They 
reported Caudahar as no longer besieged, and added that all the 
villages about it were quite dG>sertcd. This news Avas confirmed 
by a number of men, Avell mounted and armed with rifles and 
swords, who had boon sent out by the Wali Shere Ali to meet our 
army. At about the tAventy ‘■seventh mile we had our last halt at 
a raniihig stream, where forage was plentiful, and wo then pushed 
ou over a sorios of low stony hills until the open desert plain 
lying north-east of Caudahar was reached. The range of hills on 
our left trended away to the south, but on the right we could 
follow the lino separating us from the Argandah, and could see 
distinctly the high-vouiidcd hill (called, I think, the Brigade 
Major Avhicli jiita up on the castorn flank of the Baba Wali 
Kotal. ^‘Ayah’s army is behind that; let us hope he will stay 
there ” — was the subatance of our talk for the first few minutes as 
we looked down from the last rolling hill above the Robat villages; 
and then came inquiries as to tho ]>osiLion of Oandahar, Some 
distance to tho loft of tho ‘^Brigade Major, aucl separated from 
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ifc by a break in the range, rose a conical hill at the foot of a 
liighcr ii<lgc. Cancliihar was said to lie, in our line of vision, 
directly bciicatli this hill. Captain Straton had hronght with him 
some of his mounted signallers, and at half-past cdovon a light 
was directed to^^ards Candahar. We could not see the city, even 
with our telescopes, as a thick haze hung over the country about it, 
and for a quarter of an hour no answer was given. The first 
signal station was on a low hillock to the left of the road, hut 
Captain Straton ioolt another instrument to the slope of a rocky 
lidgc on the right, whence also he could communicate with the 
main body of our troops hailed for the day at Khel-i-Akhiuid. 
lie had scarcely left the road than Sergeant Anderson, with the 
fiist heliograph, saw a faint flash at Candahar. It was so weak a 
glimmer that nothing could he made out, but in a few minutes wo 
read a message: — '‘AVho are you?” The answer given Avas 
** General Gougli and two regiments of cavalry,” and then Captain 
Stniton’s light was evidently seen by the signullois in Candahar, 
who, puzzled by two flashes, asked : — “Where are yon? ” After 
this, our first station was closed, and the signallers with Captain 
Straton began sending messages from Colonel Chapman to General 
Primrose. We learned that all w^as well with them in Candahar, 
and that Colonel St. John uould ride out to Rnhat in the aftoi*- 
noon. The two cavalry regiments then moved down to Robat, and 
as ail their baggage bird arrived at half-past twelve, camp was at 
once pitched. This forced march of thirty-four miles was in itself 
quite a little success, and that the baggage animals should bo 
only an hour hehincl the sowars proved that with proper manage- 
mont there need be no difficulty in moving cavalry long distances, 
even when tents and all the belongings of a regiment are brought 
on. The heat has been terrific all day, and without tents wm 
should have suffered much discomfort. 

At four o’clock this afternoon, as Colonel St. John had not 
arrived, Colonel Chapman started for the camp at Khel-i-Akhimd 
with a small escort. His day’s ride vill he fifty-four miles, hut 
Ms untiring energy wuli carry him through, and it is importiini 
Sir Frederick Roberts should have his Chief of tlie Staff with him 
owuiig to his own illness. About five o’clock our videties looldiig 
toward Candahar sent word that a body of cavalry was coming across 
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tlio plain ; and the sowara, only too anxious to havo a brush with 
the enoin}^ raised a cry that Uio Afghan horsemen wore coming. 
We fully holieved it to be merely Colonel St. John and his escort^ 
but the ;3rd Bengal Cavalry were ordei'erl to stand to tlioir horses, 
and we saddled up to bo ready for an emergency. In half an hour 
the cloud of dust which the videtLos had seen resolved itself at 
first into two horsemen, Colonel St. John and Major Leech, V.C,, 
E.E., who were soon shaking hands with General Gough and his 
Staff. They had ridden ahead of Major Adam and the troop of 
Looua Horse under Captain Anderson, which was acting as escort, 
and which our own party bad hoped was a detiichmcnt of Ayuh's 
c ivalry. We made our guests as comfortable as our limited camp 
equipage would ponnit, and then we listened to long stories of the 
disaster at jMaiwand, the terrible retreat back to Caudaliar, the 
abandonment of cantonments, and the subsecpiout investment of 
the city, Avitli its loading incident of the sortie of the IGtli inst. 
Ho many serious charges could he framed on these stories, that 
until 1 have hnd full time to examine quietly into the whole 
affair I will refrain from mentioning them. The necessity for 
the assembling of a court of inquiry as soon as we have rc- 
cstablisliod our military supremacy is so great that both the 
Jndiau Govornmeut and the military authorities will utterly fail in 
their duty, if they do not order Huch a court to be formed. There 
can be no lack of ovidonce, and the blame should fall on those 
primarily responsible for rendering possible such a disaster as wo 
have now come to retrieve, while the charges against individuals 
and regimouts should be investigated without fear of conse- 
quences. I hope hereafter to tell the plain story of the action at 
Maiwand and tlie retreat upon Gandaliar, as also to see what 
justification there 'was for abandoning cantonments before General 
Burrows and tho Gluof Political Officer had arrived. Serious 
rellcctions may have to be cast. If we are successful in crushing 
Ayub, there may be a fooling that ugly truths should be slurred 
over and everything made pleasant all rounds hut this would 
be a fatal mistake, A repetition of the events of the lust 
month might seriously imperil our military prestige in the 
eyes of Asiatic nations, and re-act dangerously upon our Indian 
Empire, 
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OANDAnin, ^Ist AiUfus!, F^rcniurf. 

Wo five at last toucli ’’ with the enemy, and wlndo [ am 
writing a sharp interchange of shots is taldiig place between onv 
picquets near the Abasahad village mid cortain Idoodthirsly 
Afghans who have ])ccn stirred up l)ya reconnaissance innd(‘ this 
afternoon. Ayub’s gnus on the Ihiba Wall Kotal arc also boom- 
ing out, and one or two Bhells Imvo fallen into camp, but hav(‘ 
done no damage. Boforo describing our position liere I may as 
well bring to a close the story of Sir l^icdcrick Jiulnwts’s I'lijud 
march to relievo the Oandahnr gavrison. 

On August 28th, the main Lody of the Cnbnl Force luarcliod 
from Khei-i-Akhund to Jiobat, a dislanco of twenty miies, adl tlu' 
sick and footsore being loft about ton miles short of llobat, in 
charge of Colonel Tanner wnhli tlic 2nd IJcluchiK. Our forced 
marcliing was noAV at an end ; Caiuhihar was relieved, and as our 
spies reported that Ayuh had no intention of rniuiiiig away, 
there wa^s no necessity for hurrying under the walls of Oandahnr 
itself. On August 2i)th wc enjoyed a halt wliile Colonel Tanner 
brought in the sick, and on the 30th wo quietly changed camp to 
Momand, some eleven miles nearer the city. General Roberts’s 
forced-marching may therefore be looked upon as ending with 
Robat, when the extraordinaTy distance of 303 miles had been 
covered in twenty days. I may he \vrong in stating that sutdi a 
march of 10,000 fighting men is unprecedented, but there can only 
bo one opinion as to the energy of the General Avho could dirout 
such a movement, and the endurance of the men to carry it out. 
From Beni Hiasar to Robat our marches (as marked by head- 
quarters) Avero as follows : — 


Augnat 

9th to i^ahid abaci 

. 16 miles. 

53 

doth to Zerghun Shahr ..... 

. 14 „ 

I) 

llth to Padkbao Bavalo ..... 

. 18 „ 

>» 

12th to Amir Kila 

■ 11 ,3 

33 

iBfcb to TaMa, 

. 12 „ 


14th to Sbasligao 

. n 

)} 

16th to Ghazni 

. 18 „ 

>» 

16th to Yergatta . . . . , , 

. 20 „ 


inii to Oharrleh 

• 12 3, 


18th to Oha Katez 

. 16 „ 

33 

19th to Muknr 

. If) „ 
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Auguat 20 til to Panjak 
21fct to Garjui 
,, 22nrl to Bala ICazai . 

,, 23i*cl to Klielat-i-Ghilzal . 

,, 2otU to Jaldak 

,, 2(lth to Tiraticlez 

,, 27tli to Khol-i'Aklnmd . 

,, 28 til to Kobat 


21 miles. 
18 ,, 

17 „ 

17 


16 

16 

14 

20 


M 
1 » 
n 


Tims, as I have said, in twenty days more than 300 miles have 
been covered, giving an average (inclnding one day’s halt) of 
fifteen miles per day. I will leave it to military critics to decide 
as to the merits of such a march. Our hospital returns at Eohat 
show 68 Europeans, 448 sepoys, and 291 followers, to he under 
treatment; a small percentage out of 18,000 men. 


CHAPTER ni. 

The Arrival at Caiulaliar — jMccting of Sir F, Roberts and Gonoral PrimroRe -The Entry 
intotlio City — Loyal Sirdars — Reconnaissance along the Herat Hoad— Bern ortsti’a- 
tions ia Force by the Afghane— Steadiness of our Native Troops — The Battle of 
Gimdalmr— The Etiemy’s Poaition — Sir Frederick llobort’s Plan of Attack — Occu- 
pation of Oiindigan by Ayuh Khan— Strength of the British Foice— Storming of 
the Yillogo of Mulhih Saliibdad by hlacpliersoii^s Brigade — Bombardment of the 
Baba Wali Kotnl — General Baker's Movement on the Left Flank— BlHi cult Nature 
of the Ground — Peath of Ciptain Frome and Colonel Brownlow, 72n(l Highlanders 
— A Charge by Gbazis — The Turning of the Fir- Paimal llidge— Major 'White's 
Gallantry— Bayonet Charge of the 02tid High landers and Oavfcure of Tivo Guns — 
Bispersiou of the Afghan virmy and Adyanco upou Mazra - Capture of Ayuh's 
Carap and Thirty-three Guns— Description of the Camp— Recovery of SmalbAiun 
Ammunition — Tlio Death of Captain Sfcraton and Lieutenant Araclaine — The 
Cavalry Pursuit-- The Casualties in tlie British Ranks. 

Candaeab, 81st August, 1880, Evening. 

Otjb entry into Candahar has been made without any great parade, 
and with rather a lack of enthusiasm on thai part of the garrison 
we have reliev^ed. This morning our force left Momand. and 
marched slowly towards Candahar, where the leading reginaenta 
of Maepherson’s brigade piled arms outside the Shikarpur Gate 
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f.oon after 9 o'clock. Sir Frederick Eobovts was still bo weak 
from fever brought on by exposure to the sun, that he was carried 
in ii dbooHe to within two or three miles of tho city, Here ho 
miumged to mount his horse, aud, with General Ross and his Staff, 
to ride forward. Ho was met some distance east of Heh-i-Khwaja 
by General Primrose and his brigadiers, with their rcspcGiive 
stafifs, Colon cl St, John, and other officers of the garrison. There 
was much hand’ shaking and hasty introduction, and then tho 
united party rode across tho cultivated ground and made for tho 
southern face of the city. Heh-i-Khwaja was passed with its 
doomed houses, and strong enclosures half-hidden by trees, 
wherein so many men fell on the 16th, and then we passed fatigue 
jjarties of Bombay sepoys at Avork clearing out the k(trez on that 
side of the city. Outside the Shikarpur Gate was a crowd of 
natives and soldiers, a rude sorb of bazaar having been established, 
and it Avas Avith some difficulty a Avay Avas made through ilio throng. 
It AAuis arranged that our troops wore to halt outside this Gate aud 
breakfast quietly, prior to any movements Avhich might afterwards 
bo decided upon. General Roberts and Staff rode into the city 
with the usual cavalry escort, and here a rather ridiculous cere- 
mony Avas gone through. We had been much impressed by 
sand-bags on the parapet and in the flanking bastions, Aviro 
entanglement and abattls outside the Avails, and other signs of the 
late stern business on hand, when suddenly, as wo rode bravely np 
the broad streets towards the citadel, Ave came across tho Wali 
Share Ali and the rest of the royal family/’ as they were irrele- 
vantly dubbed, drawn np on horseback on the right of the road. 
They were clad in most gorgeous attire, so daz^sling to the eye 
that in the sunshiiie the effect was ovevpOAVoring ; while their 
helmets of velvet, or whatever stuff they might be, Avore so 
])espiked, besilvered, and made generally beautiful, that onr poor 
/Jia/ci headpieces sank into insignificance. Their chargers were 
iaii“do\vn in the dirty drain skirting the road, but Avhen they Avere 
f’piirred forward and shook their crests and curvetted in all proud 
Avilfulness, one quite expected a riding-master to step forward and 
cry Houp-la ! for there never Avas a better imitation of a circus 
pageant on a small scale. General Roberts was politeness itself 
to the unlucky Wali, whose only anxiety, I hear, is to retire to 
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India on a pen&ion, and tho cavalcade went prancing np the street 
to Char Soo, whore the two main roads of Caiulahar Insect each 
other. Here a turn to the left was taken along a sort of hoiilc- 
varch and then tho Wali and suite plunged into a narrow hy-path 
which led to tho Nawab’s house, liooms were placed at General 
Rohorts’s disposal tliorein, but I am unable to say if any real 
circus does exist within the walls, as no one under the rank of a 
first-class aide-de-camp was adnaitted. 

It was not long before the first movement paving the way to an 
attack upon Ayub Khan’s position was made. That position may 
bo roughly described as lying between the Argandah River and 
Caudahar, from which it is separated by a high range of hills, 
through which on tho right is a path leading over the Murcha 
Kotal (commanded on all sides), while the Baba Wali Kotal gives 
direct access in front. This Kotal has now three or four guns 
upon it, and our spies report the narrow road over it to have been 
destroyed. To the south-west of this Kotal runs the Pir Paiinal 
Hill, a precipitous ridge protecting Ayoub’s right, but liable to be 
turned as it ends abruptly in the plain. As this plain is covered 
with orchards and walled enclosures, with scores of deep water- 
cuts and channels running in every direction, any turning move- 
ment we may make must have for its first object the clearing of 
the ground in front of the south-west face of the ridge. Fortu- 
nately there is on the southern face of Baba Wali Kotal and the 
Pir Paimal Ridge an inferior ridge, quite detached from tho main 
ranges, and with from 1,000 to 2,000 yards of fairly open country 
intervening. This ridge has on the east a point known as Picquet 
Hill, commanding tho cantonments, while thepoidion to the south- 
west is called Karez Hill from certain wells of pure spring- water 
near its foot. It was thought our brigades could encamp safely 
in roar of these, as they would be protected from shells thrown 
from the Baba Wall Kotal, and accordingly General Ross directed 
M'aephersoiTs Brigade, with the screw-guns and two of the 0-2 
Battery, R.A., to push forward and occupy Picquet and Kilrez 
Hills. The troops moved ofi‘ from the Shikarpur Gate beforo 
noon, and in an hour Colonel Chapman holiographed to General 
Roberts, who was still resting in Candahar : — '' Lino of advance 
secured without opposition/* A few shots were fired, but they 
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were at long ranges, and it was found iliai ilio village of Griindigan, 
in the heart of the orchards and enclosures, had not boon occupu'd 
by the enemy, which was a great point in onr favour. Tlic other 
two brigades of infantry under Generals liakor and Maegrogor 
wore accordingly ordered by General Koss to take up their posi- 
tions under Picquet and Karoz liills ; and the relative position 
of our infantry is now as follows ; — In rear of Picquot Hill, and 
consequently nearest to cantonments, General Baker’s Brigade ; 
on his loft General Maephorson’s Brigade, sheltered by Karoz 
Hill; and again to the extreme loft, nearest Gundigan and tl)o 
Herat Hoad, General Maegregor’s troops, which are partly in 
orchards. 

Binding the enemy 3iot in position in front of the Pir Paimal 
ridge, Colonel Chapman thought a reconiuiissanco should bo made 
to draw ” Ayub’s army more from its shell, and this afternoon 
the 3rd Bengal Cavalry, under command of Colonel Mackenzie, 
supported by the 15th Sikhs and two mountain guns, naoved out 
along the Herat Eoad to some low hills, whence a view of the 
basin in rear of Pir Paimal and Baba Wali Kotal could ho ob- 
tained. General Hugh Gough and Colonel Chapman accompanied 
the reconnoitring party in order to direct its movements. The 
cavalry met with no oppovsition, and made their woy for 8 or 4 
miles without any difficulty, but presently armed men wore soon 
running from orchard to orchard and from enclosure to onolosiirc, 
plainly hoping to get between the reconnoitring party and our 
main body. Accordingly it was determined to retire, and no 
sooner did the Afghans see the sowars get into motion than they 
swarmed out from the rear of Pir Paimal and opened a hot 
fire with Martinis and Sniders, But our cavalry were well in 
hand and retired at a walk, the 15th Sikhs skirmishing out to 
protect them. The enemy unmasked five guns about Pir Paimal 
and shelled our men with great energy, but this did not hurry 
our movements. The cavalry completed its rotivement with only 
four casualties, and then the iSth Sikhs found they had to hear 
an attack from some 5,000 men, who pressed thorn very closely, 
Ayub’s regulars must have been amongst them, as bugle-calls 
were sounded, and there was an attempt at regular formation 
now and then wBcn charges were made. The Sikhs behaved 
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alUjongli crowds of ifglmiis were at times within 50 
yards of them. h\'om the firing it seemed as if Ayoub were about 
to risk a general action, the mcauing of oar reconnaissance being 
misundci’Hiood. Ooneval Macgi’ogor turned out the dtli Ohoorkas 
niid Home of the itillos to cover the final retirement of the lotli 
Sikhs, and siofu^y volley firing chocked the onward inovomoiib of 
the enemy, 'rhu Ohoorkas occupied tlio village of Gliilzina and 
the near hoiglifs, thus making oiu* loft Hank socure. It was not, 
however, until after six o'clock that tlic firing lulled, the rattle of 
musketry l}(nng incrcaMod by the gauuers on the Baba Wali Kotal 
firing over llio brooks hi Ificqiiot Hill upon tlio ]st and 2nd 
BrigiidoH. The 15ih Sikhs have bad one man killed and four or 
five wonn/hvl — a very slinjji loss indeed, considei’ing tho heavy 
fire they ^\ ere ex])osc(l to. The roconmiissance has bom a great 
HuccoBS, for wo liiiYo ascertained that Ayiib ia holding ihr Paimal in 
HtrouglJi, and has at least five guns in poaitiou there. To-morrow 
wo shall direct an attack on his right fiauk, and once Pir Paimal 
is captured, wo can tako tho Baba Wali Kotal in reverse. The 
firing from that Kotal lias only resulted in frightening a few^ 
mules, most of the shells not bursting, Our picqnets are likely 
to he kepi W’oll awake by tho aharp-shooters of Ayub, vho are in 
the orchards slhrting tho Herat Lioad, 


Oanbaiuu CaktonmbntSj 3rd Se 2 '>temher. 

The vocounaisaanco made on the afternoon of tho 31st of August 
had demonstratod thtit Ayub Khan had with him a large body 
of moil imxious to moot our force at the earliest opportunity. 
The pic([UGts of the OOth Iliiles holding Karez Hill were fired 
into all night by small parties of tho enemy, who took shelter 
heliiiid tho rocks on tho northern slope of the hill, and among 
the orcliards and enclosurea holow, Prom what we have since 
hoard there can bo no doubt thaii the Afghan army were much 
elated with tlie allair of the previous clay, and did not at all under- 
stand that our object had boon merely to draw thorn a little hum 
Ihoir puHition, so as to fool our way cantiouBly before delivering a 
decisive attack. We have been told that they looked upon our ro- 
connaissanco as an attempt to force the left of their position byway 
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of Pir Piiimfil, and conseqiTCnfcly made up tliuiv mind -5 tliat, hiivinpf 
fji-ilod in that quarter, wo sliould next turn our aituutiou to tlio 
Eaha Wali Kotal. 1 do not know whether I have already 
plained qiiibo clearly the relativo positions of our own aiid Ayub 
Khan’s army, and F will tlioroforc once more Bketch the {>‘L’oand on 
which the action look place. 

Taking* the city of Canclaliar itself as a point from which the 
hearings may he fixed, there lies to the north-w’G'^t, at a (lisfancG 
of between two and three miles, a range of hills which may ho 
considered an offshoot from the chief range trending mvay to the 
north and forming the eastern honiKhiry of the Argandal) Valley. 
Due north of the city is a break in tho chief range known as the 
Murcha Kotal, which leads into the rich Argandal) Villey bc 30 iuL 
The hills to the south-west from this Kotal au^ a good deal broken 
and arc generally extremely precipitous. A.t some prodiistorio 
period there has been a groat couxulsloii, iu which the range has 
been shattered and a series of half-isolated ridges and detached 
hills formed. Thus, from the Murcha Kotal, in a south-wcstorly 
direction, strotclics a high ridge, then a slight dip, thou a rounded 
hill rising to a height of nearl^^ 1,500 feet (known l)y tho luuuo 
of the Brigade Major), with sides naturally scnrpccl, tlicJi a rapid 
fall and a break iu the continuity of the ridge which allows a road 
to pass over tho range at a moderate incline. The Kotal thus 
formed is known as the Baba Wali, and as the crow Hies it lies 
exactly two miles and a half from the north-west bastion of the 
city. To its eastern front are some low rolling hills on which 
xAynh Khan usually stationed a cavalry picquet. Prom the Baba 
Wali Kotal the ridge gradually rises again until its liighcst ])eakH 
are 1,200 feet above tho plain : it never loses its precipitous char- 
acter, and, looked at from Gandahar, appears quite inaccessihlo 
on its southern face. Tt stretches about a mile, always in a south-' 
westerly direction from the Kotal, and then ends abruptly in tho 
phiiii, there being a sheer fell of several hundred feet at its 
western end. It is here that the gap 000111 '.-! thrangh which tho 
road from Gandahar to Herat passes, and the canals from the 
xkrgandah are conducted which supply water to tho city and the 
neighbouring villages. Looking from Gandahar ivostwards, one 
sees on the right the precipitous ridge known as the Pir Paimal 



The Position before Candahar. 509 

Hill, and on the left another high ridge overlooldug the ruins of 
old Candahar. The intermediate s}3ace has in the background a 
striking conical hill and various other disrupted masses thrown off 
from the higher ridges. The foreground is simply a network 
of orchards, gardens, and walled enclosures, behveon which and 
the city walls lie tlio cantonments built by us forty years ago. 
Fortunately there also lies, some 2,000 yards south of the Pir 
Paimal Ridge, a detached ridge which would serve as a screen to 
any force making a demonstration against the Kotal, or attempt- 
ing a turning movoiucnt round by way of the Argandab canals. 
The eastern part of this subsidiary ridge is known as Picquet 
Hill, a picquet being generally posted upon it as a guard to the 
cantonments and to watch the Kotal ; while the remainder of the 
ridge is called Karez Hill, from the springs found a little to the 
south of it. Both those hills are within range of field-guns 
placed on the Kotal, but troops encamped beneath them on the 
southern side arc well sheltered. The walled enclosures previ- 
ously mentioned ciustor very thickly on either side of the PIcrab 
Road, and Avith the orchards give good cover to the troops encamped 
ahouL them. Such an encampment was formed by General 
Roberts on the afternoon of the 31st August; the 3rd Brigade 
(General Maegregor) being across the Herat Road and in rear of 
the westeiiimosL point of Karoz Hill; the 1st Brigade (General 
Maephersou) coming next on liis right below the low line of rocks 
connecting the two hills, and the 2nd Brigade (General Baker) 
being half a mile in rear of Picquet Hill and close to the western 
part of tlie cantonments. General Roberts had taken up his 
head-quarters in Rahim DU Khan’s house, formerly used as the 
habitation of tho Royal Engineers. This house Avas in rear of 
the 1st and 2nd Brigades, and the enemy tried to get its range ; 
l)nt only one blind shell avrs pitched within the Avails of the 
garden. A telegraph office was opened in one of tho lovA^er rooms, 
tho Avire being laid from the Candahar citadel, to enable direct 
communicatiou to be kept up Avith the city. On the evening of 
the 31st the plan of attack was finally decided upon, its main 
features being a heavy cannonade and demonstration of in&niry 
against the Baba Wall Kotal, whilst the Rst and 2nd Brigades 
wore to force the enemy’s right by way of Pir Paimal, take the 
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Kotal ill reverse, and tlioii storm Ayub’s Giitrencliod camp nt 
Mazra, two miles or more up ilio Argandab Valley. The Bombay 
brigade oi’ G'lWiilvy wove to walcU tlic Miirclui Kotal, while General 
lloboris’^5 cavalry, 1111 dor command of General hi agli Goiigli, wore 
to cross the Argandab River and cut olf tlio enemy’s retreat west- 
ward. it may bo as well, now, to mention lliaL the cavalry could 
not get direct to the river as was expected ; the village of Guiuli- 
gaii, which they hud found deserted on the previous day, and 
through which they had to pass, having been strongly occupied by 
the Guemy during ilio night, ddhs village was in the midst of 
the orchards lying westwards of Kavoz liill, and it sliowod groat 
ciitorpriso on the part of Ayub to occuj)y it after our reconnaissance 
had l)eeu made. 

The brigades told off to make the turning }Uovcmcnt round ilio 
Vir Puimal Ridge mustered the following strength (including 
olticcrs) at roll-cali on the morning of the 1st 


1st BuIOADE, commanded EY GeNEUAI. JlAOjUlKUSON. 


O-S, lloyal Artillery (bix sci‘c\v-^ruiih) 

. 21 s ofili‘cr.b luul inon. 

9l2nd Iligbhiiulero 

. 501 „ 

7 } 

2na GrUoorkas. 

■ 411 „ 

77 

23rd rioDem's. ...... 

. 500 ,, 

77 

. . . . . 

, ;5(ii „ 

77 

Total Htrongth 

. 2,001 


2lld BhIGADE, COBUrAKEED EY 

OENi?rw\,rj JJakbe. 


No. 2 Mountain Battery {m.\ gunfi) . 

. 2rt() ollloevf, anil 

mon. 

72nd IliijhJainU'J’.y ..... 

■ ’^1*1 ji 

77 

2n(l Bikh^ 


?? 

3ul Sikhs 

. 'HI „ 

5 y 

5t]i erhooi’kas , 

■ ‘ II 


2nd Beludns 

■ ‘M „ 


Total streiigtli 

. . :i,(U8 



The 3rd Brigade, commanded by General Maegregor, was hold 
in reserve on its o>vn camping-groimd. Its strength was as 
follows : — ' 



The British Forces. 


5 ^ 


3rd Beigade, commanded by G-eneeal Macqeegor. 

11-9, Royal Artillery, Mountain Rattery (six guua) , 126 officers and moii, 

2-60tIj Rifles 517 „ ,, 

4bh GJioorkas 5li! 

Ifith SikLs ^98 ,, 

2StU Rnnjab Infautry 520 ,, ,, 

* Total ati'ongtii . . . 2,133 

From ihc Caiidahar gamirori the following troops were detailed 
by (i-ciieral Primrose, and from this list and that whicli follows, 
tho skoiigih of the garrison when relieved can he made out : — 


Corps. 

Britisli. 

e. 

Officers. Men. 

Divitiionat 

G 


Cavalry SUill' 

3 

— 

1 bb i JrifijatlG iSlfitl* .. 

2 

— — 

‘2nd Jlrigadti .Staff 

2 

. — 

12-R, Royal Ilorwo Artillery 

G 

]39 

0-2, Royal Artillery 

5 

135 — 

5-1 ij Roynl Artillery 

3 

92 — 

2-7tli Rusiliers 

13 

376 — 

llcgimcMit 

li 

m — 

lnt Grcnadiei'M Native Infantry 

3 

— 152 

4Lli RilloB Native luCintry 

4 

— 33,^ 

llftk Native Infautry 

G 

— 508 

28tli Native InLantry 

3 

— 400 

Nq. 2 Gonipany Sapiiera 

1 

— 38 

Poona Ilorso 

4 

— 125 

3rd Soind Uorao 

4 

— 410 

3rd Roinbay Lij^lit Cavalry 

5 

218 

Total 

81 

i)71 2, ISO 


The total akeugtli of this force of Bombay troops amounted to 
a little over 8,220, with fourteen guns, via., four 40-poundera, 
four 9"pouiulor Horso Artillery, and six 9-pouucler field-guns. 

There were left in garrison iu the citadel and guarding tho city 
tho following troop.s : — 

2-7th Fusiliers—two officers, 132 men ; 66ih Eegimcnt— two 
olHcors, 146 men; 1st Grenadiers— one officer, 152 men; and 
80th Nativo Infantry (Jacoh’s liifles) — three officers aud 330 
men ; or a total of 768 ofllcors and men. 
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Our troops breakfasted at eight o’clock, and an hour later they 
were ready for the hard day’s work before them. Sir F. Roberts 
moved his head-quarters to Rarez Hill, Rahim Dil Khan’s lionso 
being allotted for the day to General Primrose and his Staff. Cap- 
tain Stratori had established hcliographic stationa at varioas points, 
linking the force together wherever it should move, the three chief 
stations being on Karez Hill, the roof of Rahim Dil Khan’s house, 
and on a spur commanding the Herat Road above the village of 
Chilzina, near old Candahar, 

The enemy had been firing intermittently both from the Baba 
Wali Koial and the Gundigan direction from daybreak, and it 
looked as if they were full of fight and not inclined to shirk join- 
ing issue with us. Our original plan had to be somewhat modi- 
fied owing to Ayuh Khan or his generalissimo, the Naib Hafizulla, 
having pushed their men round to the southern face of the Pir 
Paiina] Ridge. Gundigan had been occupied during the night, 
and the order that Gough’s cavalry with the four guns of E-B, 
R.II.A. (escorted by two companies of the 7tb Fusiliers and four 
companies of tbo 28tb Bombay Native Infantry), should form up 
on the low hill above iho village could not bo carried out. The 
movement %Yas attempted, but it was at once soon that the place must 
1)0 cleared by our infantry before cavalry could hope to get past. 
The movements of the cavalry on our left, which were to have hotui 
simultaneous uith those of the two attacking brigades, were there- 
fore delayed, General Gough having to take his brigade some 
eiglff miles round before he could strike the Argandah River. 
This was one forced modification of our plans, and a second was 
that the village of Mullah Siihibdad, on a low mound between 
Karez Plill and the Pir Paimal Ridge, had to ho tal<Gn first by 
General Maepherson's Brigade, as some liundrods of Afghans had 
established themselves in it after nightfall the previous day. But 
all this was known long before General Roberts moved to Karez 
Hill, and preparations wore made accordingly. General Ross had 
cornraarrd of the infantry attack, and directed General Maepherson’s 
Brigade to move forward through the gap between the Picquet 
and Karez Hills, clear the village of Mullah Sahibdad in their loft 
front, and then pass on under the Pir Paimal Ridge, working their 
way between the canals along the lovrev slopes, Gonoral Baker 
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was ordorecl to take liis brigade out to tbc left of Karez Hill, 
sldrmisli ilirougli the orchards, clear Guncligan Tillage, aiul all 
the encloHures about it, and join hands with the Ifd Brigade in 
Llio final inoYCinont round tho Pir Paimal Eidge. ]\[acpherson's 
Brigade was to be tho brigade of direction, as it was mo\iug on 
an inner lino, and would probably first reach the Pir Paimal 
village on tho iiortlieni slope of the ridge, to capture Avhicli would 
ensure the Ihaba Wali Kotal being taken in reverse. The action 
commenced soon after nine o’clock by our demonstration against 
that Kotal. In Kalucha-i-PIaidar, near our old cavalry lines and 
some 2,200 yards lV(nn the Balm Wali Kotal, Brigadier- General 
Burrows had in position four dO-poander breech-loading Arm- 
strong guns, with four companies of the 7lli Fusiliers, the 4tli 
and lOLli Bombay Infantry, and some Sappers. Six guns of 0*2, 
E.A., were also in position at the Childulditcran village, between 
Kfircj; and tho Picquet Hills. Brigadier-General Banbeiiy, with 
four companies of tho GGtliFoot and four companies of the 28tli 
Bombay Infantry, was holding a lino hetweeu ChiHina on the Iclfc 
andPicquet Hill on the right; the latter hill being crowned by 
two eompiinies of the 1st Grenadiers. Further aAvay on the right 
Brigadier- General Nutt«ll was watching Loth the Baba Wali and 
l\1urclia Kotals with tho Bi‘d Scind Horse, 3rd Bombay Light 
Cavalry, aiul the head-quarters of the Poona Horse, This made 
a good display of forco on our right, and at 9.15 a.m. precisely 
the 40-pmuulers began a vigorous cannonade of the Baba Wali 
Kotal. Tho sb( 3 lls seemed to hurst with great accuracy, but the 
three guns of the eneiuy in position there an severed biavcly 
enough, the shells sliowing that tw’o hracch-loacliiig Armstrong 
O-pomulox'B and olio of our owui Horse Artillery guns were 
mounted in the Pass, There was much stir and excitement 
among such of the enemy as could be seen on the hills, hut this 
was greatly increased when tho gnus of G-2 began slielliug the 
village of Mullah Sahibdad. Bullets from Martini and Snider 
rifles could bo heard singing overhead, as it the Afghan marksmen 
tried long shots in the direction of the battery ; but the enemy in 
tho village kept w^ell under cover, and xvhen six guns of the screw 
battery also opened upon the houses from just in front of the 
Karex Hill, the shelling was so coiilixuioiTS that no one dared show 
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himself beyond the walls. Under cover of this fire General Ross 
began the infantry movement. General Maepherson moved the 
2nd Glioorkas and 92nd Highlanders’ out to the right and front of 
the village, the 23rcl Pioneers (who had furnished an escort to the 
screw-guns), and the 24th Pmijabocs following tho leading roginicnls 
as supports. At tho same time General Raker got his brigade 
into motion and entered the ovehards and enelosurcs which shut 
him out from Gundigan. 

To follow tho movements of General M’acphersou's Brigade first : 
the 92nd and 2nd Ghoorkas had orders to ‘^rnah'’ tho village 
without a halt, and they carried out their orders to perfection. 
It was tho turn of the Ghoorkas to lead the brigade, and they 
were first out into the open, skirmishing rapidly forward under 
Colonel Battyo and going straight for the southern front of the 
village. The 92nd under Colonel Parker worked round to the 
right, never pausing and doing but little in tJic way of returning 
the enemy’s fire, which now became very rapid, ffic Afghans 
appearing on the roofs of the houses and lining every available 
wall. G-2 and 6-8 batteries renewed their shelling over tho heads 
of our men, and this had a good moral effect, as the roofs of the 
houses were swept by shrapnel. At half-past ten the village had 
been carried at the point of the bayonet, tho Ghoorkas, having tho 
shortest distance to cover, entering first from the Ivarox Hill side, 
while the 92ml rushed in from the opposite side. A stubborn 
resistance was offered to their advance, the 92nd losing several 
men killed and wounded; among the latter being Bicutonants 
Menzies and Stewart. yAontonant-Colonci Battye oi* tho 2nd 
Ghoorkas was slightly wounded on tho right shoulder, hut he 
continued to lead his men. The village was full of ghazis, who 
sold their lives dearly, many shutting themselves np in under- 
ground chambers and firing upon our men as they passed. Borne 
200 Afghans were killed in this village alone. Lieutenant 
Menzies had a narrow escape. After he had been wounded bo was 
placed in an empty room, for the sake of shade and comfort, wdien 
a ghazi, hidden in an inner room, rushed out, cut down one of the 
guard, and slashed Menzies over the head and back. The fanatic 
was lulled before ha could do any further mischief, 0-2 and 6-8 
batteries advanced when the village had been taken^ and wore 
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soon again in action, firing at the lower slopes of the ridge and 
into such bodies of Afghans as could be seen in the enclosures in 
front. So many men remained hidden in the village that Lieii- 
tonant-ColoncI Battye remained with some of the Ghoorkas to 
clear thorn out ; and two low hills north of the village had also to 
bo cleared by part of the brigade, as the enemy, scattered about, 
occupied them in considerable numbers. But the main advance 
could not be delayed for these considerations, and the 92ad and 
two companies of the Qnd Ghoorkas (under Major Becher), with 
the 23rd Pionooi'S and 21th Bunjab Native Infantry in support, 
disregarding a few shells from the Baba Wall Kotal, moved 
towards the south-western end of the ridge above them. They 
soon hccamo involved in dry water-cuts, orchards, and enclosures, 
Gveiy yard of which had to be skirmished through, while a smart fire 
was poured down upon them from the crest of the ridge where the 
enemy mustered in force. General Maepherson told off picked 
marksmen to keep down this fire from above, and their steady 
shooting chocivod it to a great extent. Leaving Major White with 
tho loading companies of the 92ncl and Major Becher with his 
Ghoorkas to continue their hard fight round the corner of the ridge, 
I must turn now to the 2nd 13rigade, which had penetrated into 
the maze of walls, trees and water-cuts on the left of General 
MaepLer son’s lino of advance. 

General Baker, upon moving out to the left of tho Karez Hill, 
had, in his first line, tho72ncl Highlanders, under Colonel Brown- 
low, and the 2ikI Sikhs, the latter being on the light. In the 
next lino, in immediate support, were the 5th Ghoorkas (in rear 
of the 72nd), No. 2 Mountain Battery, and the 3rd Silchs (in rear 
of the 2ii(l Sikhs), with the 2nd Beluchia in reserve and escorting 
tho Biokl IIospiLaL I have indicated the work which lay in front 
of the brigade, which had to work its way through walled orchards 
and gardens, wlioro it was difficult to keep touch, and where at 
times the men could only see a few yards on either hand. But 
the work was done splendidly, the order of the day being to keep 
moving, and when once engaged to go steadily onward until the 
ridge should be tnniocl. The right wing of the 72iid Highlanders, 
under Major Sfcockwell, carried orchard after orchard; but one 
ebook occurred where Captain Brome's company, resting for a 
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niomcni in a dry watorcoursO; wa‘S sulDjocted to a terrible enfilad- 
ing fire frona a loopholccl \Yliich the 2nd Siklis wore trying to 
turn on tlie right. Captain Frome and several men wore shot 
down, and just when the fire was hottest Goloucl Browulow camo 
up. He was on foot, and had just entered the wiitercourHC, and 
was ordering a rush forward to bo made when ho was struck in 
the neck by a bullet and mortally wounded, lie was dragged a 
little under cover, hut died in a few minutes. His second in 
command, Major Siockweil, hearing of his death, hurried to the 
watercourse where Captain Frome’s men were lying imdor such 
shelter as they could get, and forming them np round a protecting 
elbow of the chan 11 ol made a rush at the wall. Once under the 
loopholes, the men ay ere safe ; and the defenders of the Avail 
beginning to waver, the Illglilauders placed the muzzlos of their 
rifles through the loopholes from outside and poured a few volleys 
into the enclosure, completely demoralizing such of the enemy aP 
remained. From this isolated struggle, which cost th(3 72nd ho 
dear, an idea of the severity of the lighting may ho formed. The 
right wing of tho 72nd and the 2nd Sikhs were forced by the 
enemy’s tactics to cover so much ground to the right that they 
left Guiidigan on their loft rear ; hut tho left Aving of the Ifigh- 
landers under Major Guinness, and the 6th Ghooihas, under 
Captain FitzHugli, cleared it Avitli ease ; so shaken Avere the men 
left to defend it by seeing their fellows nuAuing from the orchards 
beyond. General Baker's right had cleared the denscBt part of 
the gardens a short distance in advance of the f)2ud on the right, 
hut no sooner did they come a little into the o])oii than the masses 
of the enemy in front tried to rush '' them ; Avliilo throe guns 
in position at the foot of a high hill, Klmroti Kidgo, north of the 
Pir Paimal Eidge, opened fire upon them. Some of tho ghiizis 
actually charged into the ranks of tho 2nd Sikhs, but could make 
no impression. The 72iuh seeing a large body of men preparing 
for a rush, fixed bayonets and charged out, com 2 Alctely dispersing 
the armed mob in front of them. One ghazi, more )’esoluto than 
the rest, was shot hy a sergeant at five yards’ distance. Cap- 
tain Murray had just given tho word to charge, and had leaped out 
of a ditch with his men, Avhen he was struck in the shoulder by a 
bullet fired from the ridge and severely wounded, 
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The 92iicl Highlanders and Major Becher’s Ghoorlcas were now 
ill alignment with the right of General Baker’s Brigade, and the 
time had come lor the final rush round the ridge. The enemy's 
riglit rested on the northern slope of Pir Paimal Ridge and cx- 
toncled across a basin (it can scarcely bo called a kotal) between that 
ridgo and the liigh Kharoti hill to the north already referred to. 
I^ehind the noi'tlicrn hill the large canals and watercourses from 
the Argandab River run, the river itself being a few hundred yards 
beyond the series of channels. It was in this basin that Ayub's 
army made its hnal stand. It had no real entrenchments to line, 
but a deep water- cut 12 feet broad, with banks 2 or 3 feet high, 
and with cultmtod fields in front, served as an excellent defence. 
The banlcs had been ingeniously loopholed for rifie-hro. There 
wnu’c two camps of twenty or thirty tents each in rear of this 
channel. The first was well away to General Baker’s left under 
the noriherii hill, and in it were three guns ; the second was in the 
middle of the basin and had two guns in position. The village 
of Pir Paimal was on the slope some distance to the left front of 
the second camp and right in the path of Maepherson’s Brigade. 
Tlio latter were moving in an inner circle close under the ridge, 
while G on oral Baker’s troops had to work well round to the left 
so as to close with the guns under the northern hill and block all 
escape from the basin in that direction. 

Tlio action from this point can best be understood by following 
the movGinonts of the 92nd Highlanders and 2 ik 1 Ghoorkas. 
Hiey rounded the south-western face of the Pir Paimal Ridge, 
aiid succeeded in capturing the village of that name by a series 
of “ ruslics ” and by turning tlio walls on the right. Major White, 
with the leading companies of his regiment, then found himself 
face to face with some thousands of men, who seemed determined 
to make a final stand about their two guns in the basin. The 
plan of our attack was for the two brigades to sweep steadily up 
the basin in line ; but General Maepherson saw that as he had 
advanced so far, and there was a tendency among the enemy to 
surge forward in overwhelming numbers, there was nothing for it 
blit to continue his advance, Whenever the 92ud and Ghoorkas 
halted and tried volley-firing the enemy ceased to rethe, and 
began skirmishing back to the places from which they had been 
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dmcu. The 23rd Pioneors had alf^o worked xip on the left to aid 
the Highlanders, and Major White got his moii togothor for a 
charge, Tho oiiemy had tried, by turning the water into another 
and a dry channel, to check our advance; but this Avas a coinplcto 
mistako. Our men aawc faint from thirst, and they welcomed tho 
Avater as giving iicav life and strength. Major White rode filong 
tho front of tho AvatcTConrse m Avhich tho Highlanders wero lying 
under cover and called out to them : Highlanders, Avill you 
follow me if I give you a lead for those guns?” There was hut 
one answer — a ringing cheer, and the next moment tho men Avero 
rushing across tho open ground led by tbe pipers, playing tho 
Slogan^ while Major White rode sorenoly on in front draAving 
upon himself a terrific lire. Tho guns Averc in rear of a watcr- 
cour so with high banks, and sheltered by this the xVfghans fired 
rapidly and well. A small building protected their light, and 
some 300 or 400 riflomou lying on the slopes of tho Pir Paiiiuil 
Hill poured in a heavy cross-fire upon the OSnd. But the High- 
landers were not to ho checked, and though npAvards of forty men 
of the loading companies fell, killed or Avouuded, they carried tho 
guns at the point of the bayonet. Major White leaped into tho 
watercourse some yards ahead of his men, and found that his horse 
could not climb up the steep bank. He therefore remained quioily 
watching the enemy firing almost into his face, one Afghan 
deliberately aiming at his head at a feAv yards’ distance. This 
man and somo ghazis were killed Avhero they stood, Major Whifo 
getting his horse out of the ditch just as the Highlanders jumped 
into the water. The artillerymen had doaortod their guns some 
time before, and had left both pieces double- shotted. A story, 
Avhicli is Avell found if it be not true, is told of a Ghooika who 
bad attached himself all day to the Highlanders. He managed to 
reach one of the guna first, and leaping up on it he Avaved his 
cap and cried in Hindustani : — “ This gun belongs to luy regi- 
ment — 2nd Ghoorkas I Prince of Yfales’s ! ” Then he tlivust his 
cap down tho muzzle, in order that there might be no dispute 
as to future ownership. The brilliant charge of tho 92nd, ably 
seconded by Major Becher and his two companies of the 2ncl 
Ghoorkas, with the 23rd Pioneers rushing up in support, was one 
of the leading incidents of the day, the rapidity of the whole 
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aiYair beiiig almoBi as slartliiig lo General Eoberts anti General 
Eoss as ii must have been to the enemy/ The mass of men, 
said variously to have numbered from 8,000 to 10,000, wbo had 
gathered in the orchards and been driven into the basin and 
towards the rear of the Baba Wali Eotal, were hopelessly broken 
by the steady wave of men which swept them backward. General 
Baker's brigade harried thorn whenever they tried to cling to 
cover in the lower watercourses, and the 92 nd were driven like a 
wedge between them and the slopes of the iidge, smashing into 
their midst when they tried to rally at the two guns, and utterly 
breaking what little cohesion they still possessed. The first stream 
of tlio fugiti\os poincd out from the orchards, and made for the 
Argandab in (he direction of Kokaran, many of them falling into the 
hands of our cavalvy ; iho next stroaiu poured back into Ayulf s 
camp, carrying the nows of the defeat, and attracting to them 
the escort of the guns on the Baba Wali KotaL The last two shots 
fired by those guns were in tlio direction of Kaiez Hill ; the 
first, pitched three hundred yards short of where General Pioherts 
was sitting on the crest of the ridge, did not burst, while the 
second w'cnt whizzing overhead far into the gardens heyoncL The 
ecrew-guBH of f)-8 battery fired a few parting rounds at the fugi- 
tives making for Mazra, and then Maepherson halted his Ijrigado 
and formed up liis regiments at the foot of the uorthern slope 
of the Pir Paiinal Eiclgc. General Baker had called a halt some 
time before, any serious firing directed agaiinst his lighting line 
having ceased when the oroharda had been cleared, and the lino 
had swung round to make the toiming movement round the ridge. 
Nearly all the enemy, so far dealt with* had been irregulars, and 
the bayonet charge of the 72 nd had cheeked whatever latent 
ghazirisiTi there might bo among them. During the halt the 
lighting line of the 2nd Brigade was reformed as follows ; — 5 bk 
Ghoorkas on the left, 3 rd Silvha in centre, and 2 nd Beluchis on 
the right. The 72 nd and 2 nd Sikhs, with Swinley's Mountain 
Battery, were iji rear, tepleuishing their ammunition pauches. In 
this now order the 2 nd Brigade advanced at about 11 * 45 , and as 
they came into the open between the two ridges, a half battalion 

Major Whito was reoommended for tho Yiefcoria Orogs foi Ms gallantry oa iliw 
ooca^ion, 



520 1 he AjoJian 11 ar, 1879 — 80. 

of tlie 3 i‘cl Sikhs, under Colonel Money, moved off to the loft to 
hold the point of the northern hill overlooking the Argandiih 
River. Tho throe guns and the twenty or thirty deserted tents in 
the advanced camp at tlio foot of this hill fell into the hands of 
Colonel Money, whose later movciiiouts I will refer Lo j^rosejitly. 
The rest of the brigiide changed direction to the right, and 
marched up the Ijasiii, the 72 nd taking the place of the 5 tli 
Ghoorkas in the first lino. Only stray shots were fired by gliaxis, 
who had perched themselves on the hills. The action was really 
at an end. General Eoss had joined the advanced infantry 
brigades, and General Eoherts was also coming round the ridge 
with General Maegregor’s reserve brigM,de. A spur rniiiiing down 
from the hill on the left flank of the Fir Paimal basin hid Maiira 
from view ; but as the leading troops of Gencj’al Jdakor’s Frigado 
passed over this spur, they saw a mile before them Ayub's chief 
camp, with all the tents standing in regular rows. Fugitives 
wore rushing out of the camp, and 200 or 300 cavalry wore 
moving olf among the trees beyond. The 72 nd Highlanders and 
2nd dfolucliia reached the camp a little before one ofoloclv, the 3rd 
Sikhs (half battalion) close at their heels, while General Macplicr- 
son also moved liivS brigade leisurely forward in the same diroc- 
tioii. The 72 nd advanced a mile be3’oiid Mazra village, and fired 
dropping shots at such runaway's as were still within range, ilut 
the powers of flight of an Afghan are marvellous, and as no 
cavalry wore at hand most of the enemy made good their escape. 
Colonel Money, with his half battalion of 3 rd Sikhs, had found 
that beyond the point he Avas sent to occui)y w^as another hill, 
giving a more commanding poBition. He pushed on with some 
1^0 men to this point, and to his surprise looked straight down 
over the village of Eaba Wali into Mazra and the enemy’s camp. 
At that time it was packed wdth men, and lie sent back word to 
General Faker asking for rcinforcemonls, as he could not venture 
upon an attack wuth his handful of Sikhs. It was too late 
for any regiments to be re-direoied, and Colonel Money had to 
watch with much chagrin the flight of the Afghans led by a 
large number of cavalry, probably IGzilbaahes. However, he 
came upon five guns, including a 2I-poundor howitzer, placed 
on the slopes of the hill near Baba Wali village, so that his 
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half battalioji hold ci^ht pieces iii their possession. When 
General Eoberts and liis Staff rode through Mazra in adynnee of 
Maegregor’s Brigade the rout of A.yuh^s army was complete, and 
nothing remained but the cavalry pursuit. lu four hours our 
force had scatLerod the hitherto victorious Afghan army, driving 
them from a position they had chosen deliberately, and mth a full 
knowledge of our strength, and capturing their camp as it stood, 
as well as thirty-one guns and two of our own Horse Artillery 
9-pouiulcrs. No more brilliant ending of the rapid march from 
Oabul could have been Mushed, and the vindication of our military 
prestige is now full and complete. Lieutenant Maclaine was found 
to have been murdered by his guards, and this incident has em- 
bittered every maids hatred of the Afghans. That the Afghans 
did not anticipate defeat is proved by the appearance of their 
camp; not a tout was struck, not a saddle-bag carried away; all 
tho rudo equipage of a half-barbarous army was left at our mercy 
—the meat in the cooking pots, the bread half-kneaded in the 
earthen vessels, the bazaar with its ///me -pots, dried fruits, flour 
and corn— just as it had been deserted when the noise of battle 
rolled up from Pir Paimal. 

But to describe these matters more in detail : When our troops 
found themselves in rear of tho Baha Wali Kotal wdth tho 
enemy ^s deserted camp lying before them, all opposition was at an 
end, and our work was to collect the guns wdiidi had been aban- 
doned on our approach, and to examine tho coiiteuts of Ayub's 
touts. I had lingered to discuss the fight with Captain Bar vail, 
ill command of a company of the 92nd Highlandei’s, guarding 
the guns "White had captured, so that the 1st and 2]id Brigades 
had passed on vvheii I rode up tho road to Mazra, General Mac* 
gregor was following with the 3rd Brigade ; but by this time we 
all knew that the stories furnished by our spies, relating to an 
entrenched camp and a dofensive position, arranged on the prin- 
ciples of European engineering, were fables. The 3rd Brigade vvere 
balked of theia- fight— for the 60th Eifles and the regiments 
brigaded with tlnmi were to have assisted in the final attack upon 
Mazra, if Ayub had taken up a second position, Scattered on the 
open stony road JUid on tho hill slopes M^ero bodies of men killed 
by our volleys when tbe Afghan retreat began. There seemed 
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few dead men, but Uie nullahs and walcrcournes could liayo 
iold their own story; for within tlicir slicltering hanks Avero 
lying clusters of Avhite-clad peasants ulio had been foremost in 
the ranks all day. If the cowardly regulars in Ayul)’s army had 
fought side by side with those raeiij our losses must have been 
much heavier; but they loft the gha^i-lcd mob to bear the binnfc 
of the attack, and took to flight when the Pir Painial .Ridge was 
turned. The most desperate spirits seemed to have been killed, 
for in the ponchos of several men Avho&e rude waistbcUs I examined 
there w^as not a single cartridge left. The rifles of such as were 
armed mth Martinis, Sniders, or Enflelds, Avere taken by our 
soldiers as trophies; Avliile matchlocks ox jhczaih Avero broken to 
pieces and cast away. One man killed was completely equipped in 
the uniform of the GGth Pegimont, and had Avith him a Martini rifle 
and bayonet. A number of men, trying to presoi'vo some form of 
order in their retirement, Avcr(3 clad in khaki, and at a distance 
were actually mistaken by one of our OAvn officers for tho 23rd 
Pioneers. As they got out of range very quickly avo could not 
secure one of their number as a Bpecimeii. Of tho 50 or 100 
bodies Avhich I myself passed at close quarters, I only saAv somo 
three or four men in Avlmt might ho called uniform. Those had on 
dark-coloured jackets, and turhans, Burmounted by small yolloAV 
'powj[}ons, such as were worn long ago in European armies. There 
Avcrc also men shot down Avith stray portions of Indian uniform 
upon thorn, but they ay ere plainly peasants or villagers Avbo had 
joined Ayub after his great success. It is said that Mahvaud Avas 
won for him by ghazis, or by a mob of rudely- armed ryots led l)y 
those fanatics ; and one certainly saAV much to confirm tho 
idea that the strength of an Afghan army lies in its irregulars. 
The defenders of the Mullah Sahibdad village, the men who tried 
to ‘‘rush’' the advanced companies of the 72nd in the orchards, 
the mass which finally was brolmn up by tho 92nd at the two 
guns— all these were white-clothed peasants, each fighting for 
his own band, gind fighting right Avell too. They Avero soeu to 
kneel down, take deliberate aim at our ranks, and lire Avitliout any 
sign of hurry ; liaving fired they rose to their feoi, retiring at a 
walk and re-loading their muzzle-loaders coolly and calmly. It 
was these undrilled units in Ayub’a force who gave us most 
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trouble, and ^vbo were killed as ibey fell back before our steady 
advance. 

The bodies of the enemy’s killed ceased almost entirely as soon 
as the spur niniung out from the nortlieru kill above the Baba 
Wali village on our loft -was passed. This spur had sheltered 
them from our bullets, and tho shrapnel fiom our TO-pouuders 
would scarcely roach them beyond it. The road to the Mazra 
camp, from this spur, was at first strewn with tho accoutre- 
ments which the Afghans had thrown away in their llight. 
Thus packets of Martini and Snider cartridges wore coma upon, 
with stray powdor-llasks and ball-bags, tho Iligbt having hceoino 
a rout as our brigades pushed up the Pir Paimal ha&in, 
A few hundred yards nearer the camp Avero the guns Avhich had 
been withdrawn from tho basin itself. They had been left hy 
tho artillerymen just as they had come out of action: here and 
there a bag of powder lay near tho muzzle, as if a gunner more 
stanch than his follows had tried to load his piece for a farewell 
shot ; Avhile the caisaoris were full of live shell. Tho traces lay 
stretched out along the road where they had been dropped when 
tho horses Avore taken out, and wo could imagine the gunners 
mounting and riding off before our cavalry pursuit began, T\^e 
wore delighted to see one of our oavii Horse Artillery guns standing 
on the road none the worse for its captivity, and Avord Avas sent 
back for a team to remove it to the rear. The other 9-poundor 
lost at Mai wand was, conjectured, in position on the Baba Wali 
Koial. More accoutrements and packets of ammunition wore 
found scattered near tho lir&t line of tents, and once Avithin the 
camp Avo could see how hasty had been the flight, and hoAV little 
tho enemy had expected a crushing reverse in a few hours. Our 
reconnaissance of tho 31et seems to have been fatal to them ; they 
looked upon it as a first success for their own arms, and had 
couscquontly made no preparations for aecuring an orderly retreat. 
Their camp was pitched in a very orderly Avay, the tents being 
arranged in streets with their front looking towards Candahar. 
Tho rows of tents stretched away fully half a mile in rear until 
tho small village of Mazra was reached. Ayub's tent, one of 
the kind in Avhioh we usually hold durbars, and large enough to 
have accommodated all the princes of the Barakzai family, Avas on 
tho right of the camp near the canal which carries water to Can- 
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daliar. Aluiiidsoino cai’peL still covered lull f ill 0 floor, and when 
tlie Bclucbis firsfc entered it ill ere wore, I believe, many ovidciices 
of locciifc occupancy. Within a few yards of it was a suiaU tent 
with a small enclosure formed by upri^'lib canvas walla — ilio zauana, 
in factj wherein the Cabul ladies with Hashim Khan had lived, 
.‘\ynl) himself was said to have had only one Kizilbaah coiicuhiiio 
viih him. In this tent there was a Binall circle of (iiirpet 
rouiul the contral pole, the remainder having been cut away, 
probably when the order to take to flight was given. Another 
tent near Ayuh’s had been used as a dispensary, and was full of 
native drugs and of the hospital stores lost by General 
Burrows- Some of our native doctors wero busy in removing 
such medicines as were still of value. Poor Maclaine’s tent w^as 
forty or hfty yards away on the hank of the canal. In every one 
of tlie common tents it seemed that some ten or twelve men liad 
been tenants, and the strength of the regular regimonts jnust have 
been very considerable. Ende screens of branches and boughs of 
trees had also been raised about the village, no doubt by tho host 
of irregulars swarming in the camp. 

An csamiimtion of a few of the tents showed a vast amount of 
rubbish, in the shape of clothes, bedding, cooking vessels, horse- 
gear, and miscellaneous equipage, with valuable stores of English 
ammunition. Dried kgs, grapes, melons, flour, were scattered 
about, and in saddle-bags and wallets were all kinds of ^‘povtabic 
property '' more or loss valueless, One hag which I saw ransacked 
by a kaharj contained a packet of Persian books, carofully wrapped 
in half a dozen covers of cloth ; a store of raisins and a bag of 
flour ; a silk p agree ; a change of white clothing ; a bridle ami 
stirrups i a purse with a score of copper-pieces iu it; a pistol and 
100 Enfield caidvidges. The ammunition found iu the tents must 
have amounted to many thousands of rounds. Each man seemed 
to sleep with packets of Martini and Snider cartridges at Ihs side, 
while the packets made up for Enkelds wore in heaps in odd 
corners. One large tent, which had evidently served as tho 
magazine, ivas filled to the roof with bags of powder and 
boxes of our breech-loading cartridges. How many rounds wc 
lost on July 27th I do not know, but wo have retaken large 
quantities, while some of our regiments filled up their pouches 
while iu tho camp. Brass helmets, kettlenlvuras, some of the 
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band insk aments lost by the 66th, bugles, gold and silver laced 
coftis, Avero our loot) and some boxes of Cabiili rupees were 

also found. But hnpoitant above all were the thirty-one gnus and 
our two Eoyal Horse Artillery 9-pounders : the loss of these vili 
break Ayub’s prestige, for when he returns a fugitive to Herat 
the citizens’ first question will be concerning the artillery he took 
with him to batter down the walls of Candahar. 

J returned to our camp behind Karez Hill by way of the Baba 
Wali Kotal, and found Ayub’s guns still in position on the plat- 
form wbencG they had fired upon us. He himself had viewed 
the capture of the village of Mullah Sahibdad from this point. 
Hero considerable engineering skill bad been shown ; sloping 
roads had boon cut, up which the guns could easily be taken, and 
a natural line of rocks had been well utilized as a screen for the 
piccoH placed in position. There were no embrasures or gimp its, but 
the guns wore placed so that having been fired over a wall of rocks 
4 or 5 feet broad iliey might then be withdrawn a few yards below, 
reloaded and run up again to answer our fire. Our 40-poniulers 
had of course made no impression upon the rock, although the 
shells had pitched upon the wall itself. The guuncra could rest 
in perfect safety wdreii not firing, as a space had been cleared 
below the rocks and the hill sloped sharply downwards, The 
narrow road over the Hotal wiis to the right of the guns, with 
rocks overhanging it on cithci side ; it hud not been interfered 
with, the enemy knowing that such a converging fire could be 
brought to ])ear upon it that it could scarcely be forced. There 
was a higher position above wdiere the 9-poundcrs and the tivo 
Armstrongs were posted, and hero a T-pouiider mountain gnu 
was found. There whb splendid cover for infantry lining the rocks, 
and this had been improved wherever practicable. So strong 
indeed had the Kotal boon made, and so clear of all obstacles Avas the 
slope below — a natural glacis — that to have attaclted in this direc- 
tion would have been to court heavy loss, if not a disastrous repulse. 

Two sad incidents marred the success of the day ; the death 
of Captain Straton and the murder of Lieutenant Maclaine, who 
had been a prisoner in Ayub’s hands since the eventful 27th of 
July. Colonel Brownlow and Captain Frome died gallantly in 
action, and tlmugh we sorrow for the loss of theso brave men^ 
there is the consolation that they were at the head of their regi- 
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ments and in iho fore-front of the battle. Bui Captain Siraton’s 
death occurred at a moment when all seemed over, when wo had but 
to count our losses and collect our spoils. When General Boss 
had joined Maepherson’s Brigade, halted in rear ofthePir Paimal 
Eidge, the shells from our 40-pounders were still coming over the 
Baba Wali Kotal, endangering the safety of any troops pushing 
on towards Mazra. It was, of course, all-importaiii to stop this 
shelling of the Kotal, now virtually in our hands, and the easiest 
way was to scud a party of signallers up the hillside to the right 
of the Kotal, whence the news of our rapid success could bo 
flashed clown below. Captain Straton with two moiinicd signallers 
was with the brigade, and he was ordered to establish a station 
on the ridge above. But as there wore a few gbazis lingering 
about, two companies of the 24th P.N.I. wore told off to skir- 
mish w^ell in front of him, and clear the ground. Before they 
could move off, Captain Straton, a man with no sense of personal 
clanger, rode slowly up the slope with his two signallers. He 
had not gone more than 50 or 60 yards from Generals Boss and 
Maepherson when a shot was heard, and Captain Straton fell 
from his horse. A dark flgure was then seen to rise from a dip 
in the ground, fix a bayonet on his rifle and rush forward. The 
two signallers, men of the 72iid Highlanders, had dismounted by 
this time, and they flred at 40 yards’ distance, bringing the Afghan 
down. His bayonet had passed through Captain Stratoii’s coat, 
but had not touched the body. The man was bayonetted as ho 
tried to rise. It was discovered that ho had already been severely 
wounded, and could not have hoped to escape; ho was not clad in 
the orthodox white of a true ghazi, but had on a sort of blue 
uniform, which seemed to indicate that he was a regular soldier, 
whose fanaticism had prompted Mm to shoot the first officer who 
passedhim. The bullet from liis rifle had passed through Straton’s 
heart. The decease of Captain Straton is a great loss to the force; the 
perfect w^ay in Avhich he had controlled the signalling was universally 
recognized. He never spared himself when hard work had to be 
done, and the soldiei’s under him shared his entliusiaam. Gonoral 
Eoberts always relied implicitly on him, both on the march and 
in action, for lie knew that if it were possible for heliographing 
to be done Captain Straton would have his men in position and 
his instruments at work. The 22nd Ecgiment have lost as good 
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H soldier aa ever wore sword, and there ia a gap in Sir Frederick 
Roberts’s Staff which he will iincl hard to fill. The second inci- 
dent is yet again on different lines, for the murder of Lieutenant 
Maclaine is full of horror. As Sir Frederick Roberts rode into 
Ayub’s cam]) word was brought by some native soldiers, belonging 
to Jacob’s Rifles and the 1st Grenadiers, who Lad been prisoners 
with Maclaine, that his body was lying near Ayub’a tent. Major 
Euan Smith was sojff down to test the truth of the story, and 
lound the sepoys had spoken only too truly. Poor Maclaine, with 
luH throat cut deeply across, was lying some short distance from 
the tent in which ho had been confined, about 40 yards from 
Ayub’s own tent. Tho story told by the sepoys is that Ayub fled 
at eleven o’clock with tlio Cabul sirdars, leaving his iirisoners in 
charge of their guard, with no instructions beyond a verbal order 
that they wore not to be Idllcd, Some hour or more after this 
the guard rushed into the tents wdierc Maclaine and six other 
p]‘LHOiiers were kept, and ordered them all out, as they w^ere to be 
killed. One sepoy was shot through the head, and Maclaine was 
seized by severa] Afghans, who threw him down and cut Ida throat, 
lie was weak and ill from sickness and bad food, and submitted to 
las fate without a word, rmmediately upon this there was a great 
slioiit that the English were upon the enmp, and the guard fled 
ivithout touching the live sepoys remaining. The bitterest rage 
is felt against Ayub, who might, by conliding the officer to the 
Kizilbash cavalry, easily liavo ensured Ids safety. For the future 
tiiere can bo no question of treating with a prince who has thus 
followed the worst precedents of Afghan histoi 7 . He is held 
responsible for Maclaine’s assassination just as much as if he had 
witnessed it, and our only regret is that the sirdar did not fail 
under the sabres of our cavalry in the pursuit. Maclaine’s body 
was carried into tho Citadel and was buried with military honours 
yesterday morning. 

The cavil, Iry pursuit resulted in some 400 of the enemy being 
killed, while our casualties were trifling, only two officers, Lieute- 
nant Baker, of the 3rd Punjab Cavalry, and Lieutonant Chamber- 
lain, of the Central India Horse, being very slightly wounded ; 
the former got a cut on the hand and the latter had his sivord- 
arm bruised a littlo by the point of a tulmir. Genoral Hugh 
Gough, with tho 9th Lancers, 8rd Punjab Cavalry, 8rd Bengal 
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Cavalry, and iho Central India Horse, cut ofi' groups of fugitives 
who had crossed the Argandah and were making forKhakroz ; but 
no large masses of men were encoiintorccl. The delay in not 
being able to cross the Kokaran ford until cloven o’clock, of course 
militated against the pursuit being of the harassing kind it 
would otherwisG have aBsumod, Once the river had been forded 
the cavalry galloped along on three parallel lines, the 9th Lancers 
forming the reserve. The 3rcl Punjab Cavalry killed over seventy 
men in one charge alone. General Nut tall, with the 3rd Scind 
Horse and 3rd Bombay Light Cavalry, also pursued during the 
afternoon, up the Argandab Valley to the east of the river, IdlL 
ing 100 stragglers.'^ 

Our losses so far as they have been ascGrtainod were, on August 
31st and September 1st, as follows: — 
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* Six liTi^lrecl and forty-nine bodies M'ere afLerwarcls buried on the Candahar side of 
tlie Kr Paimal Ridge. Tlis enemy's total loss miist bavo boon about 1,200 billed, and a 
large nninbor TV'oundcd. 
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This ftives a total of killed of all i-anks, 46, •noundccl 202, 
Two tblloweis weic killed and fifteen wounded ; twenty bouses and 
three mules were killed; twenty- one horses and three mules 
woiiiidcd. 

Tlio list of ofTicciif} killed and wounded as follows 
0/Jl€C7's Killed. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Lrowulow^ eommauding 72nd nighlnnders. 

Captain Fiome, 72iid Iliglilanclers. 

Capfain Sfcraton; 2-22nd Foot, Superintendent Arinj Signal- 
ling. 

O/jiccTs TVoimded. 

Captain Murray, 72ncl Iliglilanders* 

Lieutenant and Adjutant Muiiro, 72ud Highlanders. 

Lieutenant Monties , 92nd Highlanders. 

Lieutenant Stewart, 92nd Mighlanders. 

Major Willock, 8rd Bengal Cavalry. 

Lieutenant Baker, 3rd Punjah Cavalry, 

Liontonant Chamhorlain, Central India Horse. 

Lieutenant- Colonel Battye, commanding 2nd Ghoorkas, 

Liouienaiit- Colon el Eoweroft, commanding 4th Ghoorkag, 

ATajor Slater, 2nd Sikhs, 

Lieutenant Chesuey, 23rd Pioneers. 

The wounds of the last eight officers are not severe. 

The death of Colonel Bxownlow is a terrible loss to the 72nd 
Highlanders, and indeed to the army generally. Brave to a fault, 
he was a model of coolness under fire, and always handled his 
men with judgment and docisiou. He was marked for future 
distinction, his tried ability in the field raising him far above his 
peers. His untimely death will be felt most keenly by his own 
officers and men, to whom he had greatly endeared himself- 
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CTIArTER IV. 
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Skill shown, 

Candahaii Cantonments^ dth Scplemher^ 1880. 

Sir Fredeiugk RoifERTs’s iroopa were so soon piislied into action 
aftei’ tlicir arrival at Canclahar, that fclic state of ilie city on tlio 
31st August and the evidence tlie enemy had loll behind of their 
late nncomfortablo closeness to the walls , have been partly for- 
gotten hy many of us. When wo rode up on the morning of t.he 
Slst there was indeed eveiy sign, both Avithiii and without the 
walls, that an enemy had been at the gate. Gandahar rises out 
of the plain quite abruptly; its walls, with their towor-liko 
bastions, obtruding themselves upon one^s notice in rather an un- 
sympathetic way. They shut out from view everything that lies 
within them, except the tomb of Almrod Shah and the tower of 
observation in the citadeL No point of Wantage enables one to 
examine what the walls may hide ; not until the galos are passed 
does the character of the city disclose itself. It has been 
too often described for me to venture to sketch its two broad 
roads bisecting each other at right angles near the centro of the 
city; its citadel guarded by a deep ditch; its high walls of a 
breadth suffleient to make breaching a work of great difficulty oven 
to heavy artillery, and its narrow gates, guarded each by llauking 
towers which stand out on either hand of the doorway as if the 
mucl-wnrk of the walls had been cut through and folded back 
to admit of entrance being given. It will be sufficient to say 
that the defences had been strengthened during tlio siege by 
such contrivances as are usually employed to check assaults upon 
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Vfhi\h& towns, and tliat the gaps and brcalvs in the bastions and 
parapet had boon filled in with sand-bans, which still remain in 
all the rough-and-rc3ady state in which they wore hastily piled up. 
On August 31st our lirst view of Caudahar was from near Deh-i- 
Khwaja, the village against which the sortie of the 16th had been 
directed. We did not, however, cuter by the Cahnl Gate, on the 
eastorii face, but by the Shikarpur Gate, facing southwards. 
It was here that the outer defences had been made stiongest, 
as the enemy’s attack in force was expected from the group 
of villages lying to the south and south-west, some of the walled 
vineyards and gardens of which were within 300 yards of 
the south-west bastion, and loss than a mile from the Shikar- 
puv Gate itself. The temporary bazaar outside this gale, 
established for the beneht of our force xnarebing in from 
Momaiub was formed amidst the ahattiSj wire entangle- 
ments, chevaiLV'defifiCj and broken-down walls which cumbered 
the ground and would have impeded the rush of an attacking 
force. The bastions and parapet bristled with sand-hags, over 
ivhicli the sentries on guard loolced down, no doubt with hearty 
relief as our troops drew up and piled arms preparatory to break- 
fast. And yet there was no enthusiasm shown at our approach ; 
not a band turned out to play m in, not a cheor was raised to 
welcome us. Perhaps wo had been so near for the last few days 
that the novelty of being released from a dangerous situation had 
passed away from the minds of the garrison ; perbaps—and I am 
afraid this is the more likely explanation — the prevailing tone 
among General Primrose’s troops was one still of depression and 
want of '^heart.”'^ The reaction had not set in, and the disas- 
trous defeat at Maiwand and the sad result of the sortie, were 
Biill remembered with groat vividness. There had been undoubted 
demoraliisation existing within the walls during the siege, caused 
by that unreasoning dread of an enemy which alw^ays arises after 
defeat. How far the demoralis^ation only commanding 

officers could 3 ’eally know ; but it was impossible that the rem- 
nants of a boaton brigade could be brought once more into contact 
with the main body without producing some ill-effect. Letters 

* On August 3nl (general Phmrose jfifouned Cplonel St. John that, aotiug under tlie 
advico of hia hrigudiers, lie ashamed chief political iiutliority. 
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winch rcnchccl ns ufler wo left Kholat-i-Gldlxai spoke of ih(! 
“ long fiices drawn/’ and ilic doproKRion of which they were Uie 
too visildo sign. And yei there were over 4,000 cffectiye soldioi’K, 
British atid native, under Gcnioral Priinrusc’s ordoi's. One panic- 
striclcen man may infccL a hundred; one paiiic-striclcou I’Cgimeiii 
an army; and to Judge by the stories told by soldiers of the garri- 
son to our own men of the Cabul force, tliero was a teudoncy to 
foster the ghai^i scare,” and to nurse and nurture it until it 
grew to forriiidahlo proportions. Thus our sowars told of th(‘ 
terrible Aimak horsemen who feed their horses on raw meat and 
charged with such effect that no one could withsUiud tliora; that 
onr cavalry would wither away before the flame and smoko breathed 
from their horses’ nostrils. Our sepoys, nearly all Hikhs and 
Ghnorkas, w^ore so seJf-conddeut that they made no B(3cret of their 
desire to meet the mneh-bepraised ghazi-Zor/; they were warned 
that they did not know what the local gh axis’ lighting powers 
were, and there was what in Western life would bo called bead- 
shaking ” at our rapid movement towards the Pir Paiinal Kid go 
on the 31 st. We seemed to local wiseacres to be going right into 
the jaws of death, whereas our firm belief was that we were 
rushing into the arms of victory. Our men wore impatient to 
wipe out tlie disgrace wliicli had fallen on our arms. 

To revert to the appearance of the city when we formally 
relieved it : The flanking bastions which stud the wall at regular 
intervals are seventy in number. They are really circuhir towers 
with that part of the circumfereneo cut away which looks city- 
wards. As they were in a wretched state of repair as regarded 
their upper layers of suu-dried mud^ there was much to be done 
in building up a now parapet with Hand-bags, and their appearance 
is now most uncouth, each tower seeming ^‘top-heavy’’ and 
sulTering from an excrescent growfth which may yet bo in its in- 
fancy, The south-west bastion, overlooking the Siiikiirpur vdllago 
wherein the enemy 'were always swarming, was siren gtliened 
greatly by these means, embrasures boing loft through which our 
40-pounders could be trained to the east, west, and south. A 
fantastic appearance was also given to the main walls of tbo city by 
cutting down the parapet for 18 inches at points eepu-disiant 
from the bastions, and placing upright sand-bags to fill in tho gap 
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iluifl made. Ten riflemen were told off to man eaeli of these gapa, 
■\vhicli were 10 feet in length. The necessity for thus improving 
tlio parapet was due to the dcfectiye system of loopholiugdn vogue 
among ilio Alghiiiis. They pierce their walls with iiarrow slits, 
through ■which it is im])ossible to see more than a few square yards 
of ground below ; and at night not an object can he seen from 
nine-tenths of ih(3 loopholes. The effect of combined breech- 
loading lire would bo minimized if rifles had thus to be blindly 
lived into space ; whoroas by giving men a chance of seeing over 
tlio wall and gronjiing the defenders into tens at fixed points, their 
lire could ho always well- aimed and kept well under control. To 
repo], for iuHtance, an attack of 5,000 or 0,000 men led by ghazis 
dotermiiicd to scale the walls or die in the attempt, fire from the 
ordinary loopholes would have been thrown aAvay, and only the 
cross-fire from the nenrost bastions could have told ; hut once the 
dofendevs could lire at almost any angle, through theten-feei gaps 
I have described, the ground in front of any given point could he 
swo 2 )t by continuous volleys. Inside the city one could not fail 
to bo struck wdth fhe open display of force made at every available 
point, fldioro wss quite a crowd of European soldiers and Bombay 
so])oys filling the Wliilcarpiu* (late as General Iloberts and his Staff 
entered the cdly, and nearly every man seemed to have his bayonet 
fixed or sword drawn. No doubt Oanclahar bears an ill-reputation 
for ghazi-ism, and ibero wore many discontented spirits within its 
walls ovou after the f 8^000 Patbans had been turned out; but the 
display of naked ■weapons certainly struck ns poor pilgrims from 
quiuLer Cabal as nriusiial and alarming. Our own revolvers w^ere 
comfortably ro] losing on our hips, while wo found it -was the fashion 
to carry the pistol in tbo hand, or a drawn sword, ora bog-spear, 
or a hayonei, lixed on a long stick a la (fliazL In the Char Boo, 
tho ooverod, arched hit of bazaar, where the chief roads cut through 
each other, wore more men with drawn swords and fixed bayonets. 
The guards id. the gates, at the entrance to the citadel and else- 
whore, se( 3 mGd of groat strength ; but without wdshing to be rudely 
critical, one could not help feeling that numbers were necessary 
wlu're the sepoys were of such poor physique. It is dangerous to 
soy a word again st the Bombay regiments, as a swarm of eager 
defenders will start up at once to justify them and to challenge com- 
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parison with the army of Northern Tiidia. But I ninsi humbly 
submit that the weedy uuder- grown sepoys of one or more of the 
regiinents now in Caiidahar are no more liko soldiers than a stage 
army is like those cull’d and clioico-drawn cavaliers ” who won 
Agincourt. T have not seen a regiment paraded^ and I do not 
know the distinctive dross of any pai-ticahu- regiment, but there the 
men were before my eyes, and they were certainly sorry apologies for 
Bcpoys. The appearance of the citadel was as warlike as that of 
the city we had passed through, sand- hags and bags of dour, &c., 
being well to the fore Avhorevor there was a gate to be strengihonod 
or a wall to be made more imposing. The tower in the citadel 
upon which Captain Iveyser, of the 7tli Fusiliers, had his chief 
heliograph station, was topped by a circular wall of bags some 
five feet high, and fi‘om this point tlicvo was a good view of all 
the surrounding country. The northern wall, with the Eedgah 
Gate, looking towards Mazra, had its complcmout of the ever- 
repeating sand-bags, and in ilio north-west corner bastion was the 
40 -pounder which had shelled Picquet liill and our cantonments, 
■when Aynh rashly pitched his tents within range. 

It is difficult of course, after a lapse of time, to pick up the 
threads of a Story, especially when that story has for its moral 
indecision and disaster; and therefore, in dealing with events 
before and during the siege of Gandahar, I have to guard against 
being led away by the hasty criticism or loose talk of irresponsiblo 
persons* I would rather leave such facts as T have gathered to 
speak for themselves than formulate conclusions which must of 
necessity 1)0 based upon oilier men’s evidence. Not having seen 
with my own eyes movements and actions which had most sorious 
rosuli.s, I can only present them as they were pictured to mo by 
eye-witnesses. To make the story clearer, reasons must be given 
for certain positive moves made by those holding authority among 
the besieged garrison ; the more general question of passive 
defence being governed by other conditions, such as the movaU 
and strength of the force at the Lieutenant- General’s disposal, the 
numbers and capacity of the enemy, and their probal)lo intentions. 

Ayub Khan’s forces made their appearance about Canclahar on 
the 7th of August, ten days after the Maiwand defeat, and such 
was their confidence at that time that they occupied part of our 
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cantonments, and pitched their camp well within range of our 
40-pomitlors, They were soon aware of tlicir error, when shells 
bogaii to hurst oven in the Biirtoep’s tout, and they withdrew to a 
satcr disi-ance, and set to work in a less obtrusive but more 
systematic way. Against tho norilieru face of the city wall, and, 
for tho most part, against tho western face also, they could do 
nothing ; thoro wore no villages or enclosures to cover their move- 
ments. To the north the plain is covored with graves, while on 
the west thoro is a clear space at least one mile in breadth between 
the cantonments and the Herat Gate, On the senth-west were 
groups of enclosures with high mud walls, twelve or eighteen 
inches thick, guarding tho orchards and vineyards of Shikarpur 
and Heh Haji villages wliicli lay in rear of them. These gave 
cover to their shaip-ahooters, good positions for their guns, and 
accommodation and food to any largo body of men they might 
mass within thorn. The doop watGr-ehaniicls of an open karez 
wore also availahlo as slioltor- trenches and first parallels, if the 
Afghans so far understood the art of war ; and altogether the 
Bhikarpur Gate and the south-west corner bastion of the city wall 
wore likely to 1)0 menaced. How admirably tho Naib Haflzulla, 
who was said to be the guiding spirit of Ayub’s army, recognized 
tlio advantages of an approach from this direction I will explain 
presently. Tlicro was open country {cultivated fields lying fallow) 
facing the portion of tho southorn wall to the east of the Bliikarpur 
Gate ; but there wore many low walls in this direction also. Tho 
eastern face, equally witli the Shikarpur Gate and the soiith- 
western lino of defence, might be looked upon as attractmg an 
attack, or at least a strong demonstration, owing to the nearnesa 
to tho Oabul Gate of the large village of Heh-i-Kliwaja. The 
distance in a direct lino from the gate to tho village w^alls was less 
than 1,000 yards, and the intermediate space was not, as on the 
wesLoiii face, clear of every obstacle, hut was traversed by lands 
with low boundary walls and by g, water-channel running alongside 
the road loading from the city through the village, Heh-i-Elnvaja 
covers sovoriil acres of ground, and as each honso has an inde- 
pendent door, and is connected with its neighbour by stout mud 
walls, the place presonts no salient point to a storming party 
where a position oould he seized and made good. In tha hands 
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ot:' TOSoliTte mon each house ^YOl•^ld become a inhhature fori to bo 
takcu before the next one could be approached. I suppose this 
fact was known to Ihc officers who were rosponbihle for the atlack 
ultimately made u]')on the place. In addition to tho cover ollorcd 
by tho low walls between the village find tho eastern wfill, there 
was, a few yards outside the CahulUate, a pile of buildings used 
as a scra<\ Wc could not of course occupy these, and wo had not 
had time to destroy them. They would have formed the connect*- 
iiig link, and a very strong one, between Dch-kKhwaja and any 
party told olf to assail the Cabal Gate. 

The enemy in their over-coiilidcnce, or hy wrongly estimating 
our military power in Afghanistan, intended to reduce tho garrison 
to weakness by starvation, and then to assauit two or morc3 gates, 
the irregulars led by ghazis being anxious to carry tbe city at tbo 
point of the sworch To avoid such a complication as our army 
GuUiug its way out, the villages on the south and Deh-i-TChwaja 
on the east were occupied in force, and earthworks thrown up 
along tho lino of hire:^ near tho Shikarpiir group of villages^ 
Guns were mounted at several points from which shells wero 
pitched wilh fair accuracy into the citarlol or hurst over particular 
bastions. One gun, said to bo a O-poundev, was placed in 
Deli-hKhwaja, an embnisure being formed by cutting through a 
mud wall some twelve feet high, and piling up on either sido 
earth and tho cUlms of a bouse which tlicse araatonr engineers 
demolished. This gun did little or no damage when it was iirod 
at the Cabul Gate, bat tlio rifle fire from the walls of tho villa go 
seriously annoyed such working parties as wero sent out by the 
garrison to destroy the low walls bounding the roads through the 
fields. General Priinvoso at last ordered that no more parties 
should go outside the gates, so that the cover existing for an 
attacking force was left intact. Day by day it was noticed tliat 
Deh-i“Khwaja was crowded with men, and suspicion became rife 
that preparations were being made for forcing tho Gabiil Gate and 
rushing ” tho defences on that side by a swarm of irregulars* Now 
tho w^ord ghazi ’’ carried dismay into the hearts of many of the 
garrison — aa it does still no doubt — and it became an ojum question 
whether it w^as not time to break through the inaction which prevailed, 
and force a fight on a small scale outside the walls. It was impossible 
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to slioil tliG place effectually^ as three of our 40-poimders wore in 
position on the north-west and southern bastions, and our 
9-pounclers oyer the Oabul and Durani Gate could not ho 2 )e to 1)0 
of any great uso agiiinst thick mud walls and domed houses. The 
two mortars of the heavy battery might plump shell into the midst 
of the boil SOB, but they would not scare its defenders away. The 
original plan of the sortie was, I believe, conceived by Efajor Hills, 
Coniiiianding Itoyal Engineers, who advised that a party of 
cavalry should ])e sent out in the early morning by the Eedgali 
Orate (facing north) and work round in rear of the village of 
Klmirabad, which should then be “rushed” by some 500 or GOO 
iiihnitry. Khairahad was within 400 yards of the northern walls 
of Dch-i-Khvvaja, and the latter village was to Lave heen taken 
by an attack in roar, wdiero it was probably undefouded. The 
(l-pounder gun Avas to he sjhkod, or brought away if time allowed, 
and tliG loopliolod walls fronting the city were to he destroyed. 
Thovo was nothing impossible iu tliis plan, and the sortie, if at 
all well managed, ought to have proved a success. But certain 
inodilieaiionB Avere made wliicli spoiled all. On the morning of 
the IGtli of Angust, 800 sabres, under command of Erigudier- 
General Nuttall, swept round in rear of the Aullage, and, as was 
expected, the nie}i in Boh-i-IOiAvaja began io leave, seeing their 
retreat thua cut off, Tlic uhual garrison which flocked in every 
laorning and loft at nightfall had not arrived, and they Avould 
probably have JaioAvii but little of the affair until afterwards, if a 
fatal blunder had not been conmiittod before tho inffmtry went 
out. This was a eanuoiiado of half an liour's duration, from the 
9- pounders and the hvo hoAvit^iera, General Brooke, commanding 
COO mon chosen O'om the 7th FusilierB, 19th and 28th Hative 
Infantry, aslccd that the village might be shelled before his troops 
went out. The unusual noise aroused every armed man in the 
southern villages, and even those further away on the east ; and 
they poured out to see what w^as the meaning of the cannonade. 
They soon learnt Deh-i-Khwaja avbb being attacked, and they 
hastened to its assistance. In the meanUme our cavalry had a 
splendid chance at some 400 or 500 men on ground which could 
not have been better for a charge. But General Nuttall considered 
the time had not yet come to use his sowars, and he contented 
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liimself ^vith following the enemy, who wore maldng for broken 
ground on tho aoaili, Evoutually a troop wae ordered to cltavgo, 
and they did good execution ; but tho fngitivoB had then got cover 
and opened a smart fire upon the cavalry, who had to draw olV a 
little, particularly as more mou were pressing up from tho Shiluirpur 
villages. Ju the mean time tho IialP-liourts cannonade had come to 
an end, and the infantry had moved out j such ineii as still hold 
tho village were on the alert, and our troops wore met by a heavy 
fire from the long line of loophole d walls. The attacking force 
was divided into throe parti gb of about 200 men each, General 
Erooke taking tho centre party, whose object was to peuotrato tho 
village by the road from the city, while tho othor parties moved off 
to right and loft. It was this central party which sufforod tho 
heaviest loss. They rushed along the narrow road with a dry 
waierconrso of Bomo depth on tlioij* Joft Imml, pusBod tlm gnu ami 
got into the village. But they were little bettor off than before ; 
for every wall was loopholed, every door blockaded. All they could 
do was to press forward and watch for an opportunity of soizing 
one or move hanses in rear, whence tliej^ could work back, clearing 
the wails and courtyards, so as to allow of the Sappers domolish- 
iug the outer wall facing the Gabul Gate. To attempt street (ight- 
ing w'as hopeless, aa oirr men could see no enemy ; only tho 
numzles of rifles, many of them breech-loading, looked down 
upon them. General Brooke forced his way right through tlm 
j)lacG, and as the I’oar walls were not loopholed his party had a 
respite for tho time. Ho then moved along towards tho north, 
but returned when be could find no point which served to give him 
a chance of making his hold good, ^i'hc party to tho left under 
Colonol Heathcote did not enter the village but lined the walls in 
the fields, keeping up a heavy fire to draw off tho clofonders’ 
attention. On tho right, Trench of the 19 th Jjombay Infantry 
had got possession of a large wallod gartlon to tho south of tho 
village, whence ho drove such of the enemy as made a stand. 
Tho sortie was being watched by General Pj-imroao and the garrison 
from the walls ; but owing to a thick hazo little could bo soon of 
what was going forward. The contiuous firing showed tho village 
had not been captured, and swarms of irregulars could now and 
agaiii ho distinguished running across the open country as if making 
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Ibv Doh-i-Kliwaja. General Primrose tlioreforo ordered the troops 
oii^:>aj>od to bo recalled, and directed tlic artillery and infautiy on 
the walls to cover the retiromout. The orders were passed on to 
Goneral Broohe. The two parties under Colonel Pleathcote and 
TVench (hiiicd about this time) began to fall back, leaving the 
third batch of 200 men, still in the rear of the village, quite un- 
supported. The cavuhy also made for the Cabul Gatej the rifle 
lire from the enemy, who were following them up, costing them 
many horses. Our retirement was the signal for the advance of 
every Afghan who had been held in check by the cavalry in the 
open. The garden Trench’s party had held W'as occupied by 
thorn, and every wall in the fields in the Bouth-caat was lined with 
their skirmishers, l^'or General Brooke to withdraw safely under 
such conditions was almost impossible. He tried to make his 
way back by the road leading through the heart of the village; 
but the fu‘G from the loopholes was too terrible, and he turned off 
to his left, coming out into the ffelds just where a few walls gave 
cover to his men and oinibled thorn to rally. In the confusion 
which prevailed his party were mistaken for ghazis,” and a 
40 -pounder began to shell them. Fortunately the shells w'ere 
too high, and did no mischief. No supports were sent out to aid 
him, though appeals wore made to General Primrose to allow 
skirmishers to line the low walls outside the Cabul Gate in a 
south “Oaaterly direction General Brooke had supported Lieu- 

tenant Cruickshauk, R.E., severely wounded, and had brought 
him out of the vilhigo. They rested beliind a w^all while a hand- 
ful of men wore got together to cover their retreat towards the 
walls, still a thousand yards away. But the fire from the loop- 
lxole»s was too heavy, and as the General tried to cross to the 
shelter of another w^all ho was shot down* A sergeant of the 7th 
Fusiliers with him was Idlled, and two Bombay Sappers woxmded, 
and then tho two officers had to be left to their fate. Their men 
were harassod by continuous lira at almost point blank ranges, 
and llic sortie ended by forty of our dead being left on the ground, 
while twice that number of wounded were received within the 
walls, Tho details of the HUed and wounded, officers and men, 

* The wifcbdraveal oC tlio original anpports before General Brooke's parf-y Lad leffc 
the village wjib ilio fatal lutaiake of the day. 
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are given in the dcspaiclicR. The total casiialiies \Yore about 
2)00 ] and this shoi’t story ol' how tho nor Lie was nuidc and how 
little it) horc the character of a ‘^success/’ avIucIi T see it Inis 
always boon called by Ooncral Primrose, oiay help you to nppre- 
ciato Avhat occurred. There is no charge against tlie sokliei's ; 
all are said to have fought well and to have sliown great bteadi- 
BOSS ; but tho depfirtum from the original 2 )lan AAaa fatal, and no 
Bupijorts hoing left for (Jen oral J3rookc’s party to fall back upon, 
gave the enemy the chance of cutting our men n]) in detail. 
There are other features of the sortie which I have no doubt incu 
Avho wore in it can liil up. 3 have boon tlnongh Doh-i-KhAvnja 
and over tho ground outside, and I can fully approoiato how 
General Brooke failed to make good his hold of the village. 


Candaumi, 12t// Sepleml)n\ 

i have described tho position taken up hy Ayub Khan’s forces 
on tho eastern side of Ganduliar, and the sortie made on August 
lC)th against tho Beli-i- Klnvaja village. Major Kills, the Engiuoor 
oificer commanding, had warned General Primrose that ho Avould 
not be responsible for the safety of the city if JDoli-i-Jihwnja were 
loft untouched, so high an estimate was piaoed upon tho capacity 
of Iho enemy. On tho ITtli the gnus directed against the city, 
more apparently for tho purpose of annoying the garrison than 
with any idea then of systematic boinlnirdinont, were tho 
G-pounder in Deh-i-Klnvaja, an Armstrong broech-loador, and 0110 
of our Koyal Horse Artillery 9-pouivdei’B on Picquot [fill, a 
G-pounder in an embrasure near the Head Quarters’ Garden facing 
the western wall, and another G" 2 >f^under in a gariion to tho south- 
west, distant 1,100 yards from tho Shikarpur Gate, and some- 
what nearer tho south-west corner bastion. The gnus on ITcquoi 
Hill were ansAvered by a 40-pouiuler in the north-west bastion, 
and their lire was plainly meant to make the citadel as uncom- 
fortable as possible for the troops croAvdod Avithiii it. One of 
these guns was Bilenced on the IGth, and Avas belioA^ed to 1\mo 
been dismounted. The 6 -pouncler near tho Head- Quarters' Garden 
w^as fired at tmcGiiam intervals at the bastions on tho wesiorn 
face, in the hope, apparently, of injuring whatever men might bo 
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on duty on tlio wall. It was on Llie soutli-wost that fclie greatest 
jnuns wore iakoii by Ayub’s aiiaaieur engineers/’ and here the 
contour of the ground favoured them immensely. Tbe'gronp of 
villages laiowii to the garrison under the general name of Shikar- 
pur was protected by many walled gardens and vineyards, which 
had in ill oir front two deep liarcz water-channels, then quite dry, 
as the caiinlB from the Argandah Eiver and local springs had been 
blocked so as to cut oil the usual water supply of Candahar. The 
karez iu vogue iu Southern Afghanistan is different to that we 
have boon accustomed to farther north. Instead of an under- 
ground canal, with openings at stated intervals, wlierefrom tho 
earth excavated is thrown up in moiincfs, there is a deep open 
cliauucl cut from six to twelve feet deep, along the banks of which 
tlio earth and mud are thrown up so as to form a formidable 
ditch. The stretun at the bottom is of no great depth, and courses 
along to loAver levels very quietly, no rapid fall being allowocL There 
arc usually minor channels running out from the main kmez^ 
unless the water has to be taken to a level several nailes away 
from tho original spring. The Shikarpur gardens and villages 
alTordcd ample cover for a large body of men, and the karez 
cliaiiiiels iu front wore soAwA upon as offering ready-made trenches 
In which to form batteries and a line of breastworks for riflemen. 
Tho works raised by the enemy still stand almost untouched, 
and a fow days ago I went over them with an engineer officer who 
was in Candahar during the siege, hrom his explanation, and my 
own observations, I may bo able to give a fair idea of tho engineer- 
ing skill which aomo, at least, of Ayub’s oiffeers could boast. That 
iiotliiiig came of this attempt to raise batteries and breastworks is 
clue to tho rapid advance of the relieving force from Cabul, the 
eiiomy not having timo to complete then lines, and being forced 
to abairdon tho siogo when it was yet in its infancy. In the six- 
teen or seveutoen days they were at work they made very credit- 
able progress ; and, loft undisturbod, they might have caused the 
ganisoai much trouble and annoyance. 

It is behoved that the first plan of the Naib Hafizulla, who 
controlled tho .Afghan army, was to raise a number of batteries to 
play upon tho Shikarpur G-ato and that part of the wall lying 
botwoon that gate and the south-west bastion; riflemen were 
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to be pushed as near the baslLoii aa possible, shcKerod by pro- 
tecUug ^YaUs and dilcboa in the holds ; and llien an assaull was to 
bo mado by the fanatioal irregulars led by their glinKis. Sealing 
ladders were to bo used, and, under cover of a tcvviho live dii'(3cted 
upon the defeudors of the soutliorii wall, the grand attack was 
to be doliverod. There wunld probably have boon other attflcks 
made from the south-east and oast, and the ghazis wevo conh- 
dent of BuccoBS aftor thoir victory over Gonoral liurrows’s Brigailo. 
^'ho alTair of the IGib warned ilahyuilla that it was dangerous to 
have guns exposed to a sudden sortie, and in the Shikar j)ur diretj- 
tion ho took every precaution to guard against an attack from Iho 
garrison being succcssfuL Every enclosure had its Avails loop- 
holod above and below, to give a double lino of Jiro, and along 
eA^ry ditch and Avater-channol clods of earth avovo pilc3d to form a 
loAV projecting parapet for the men lining them. Tlio ground is 
much broken and cut up in every direction, in<mncls of earth being 
scattered at intervals AvJiore the cultivators httd been com pel led 
to excavate deeply for the Hiding towards the ontAvard bolt 

of walled vineyards and gardens — many of the latter containiiig 
trees of large growth and thick foliage — avo folloAved the naiTOAV 
road leading from the city ; and at about 1,000 yards from the 
walls we came upon Avhai our engineers would call the ireiichoH. 
These Avere tho uj^per and loAvcr channels of the karez, quite 
dry, as I have before mentioned. The chaniiely Avere connected 
by narrow cuttings eight feet deep, in the most approved inauncr, 
in exact imitation of the jzig-zag way in Avhich parallels are 
pushed forward in civilized Avarhire, These cuttings Avoro not 
very numerous, it is true, hut then the works had not bocix com- 
pleted. Instead of the men having to expose tliemsolves by 
climbing up and down the deep banks of the karoz^ openings AA^ere 
cut leading to the enclosures and villages in roar. One bend of 
the karez left the line exposed to flanking firo from the Avails of 
the city, and to negative this traverses of earth and mud had 
been built up at every 20 feet. This portion of the works was 
very skilfully clone, tho parapet in front, as being ex]K)&ed to shelh 
fire, being tAVo or three feet thick. In rear of those trenclxos 
were the batteries in their half-completed state* The Ioav mounds 
of earth I have spoken of were out cloAvn, and a $emicircuJar 
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space, open in roar, cleared away, the earth being banked up so 
as to ibvm a subHtaiitial p ar a} let facing citywards. Two embrasures 
had 1)0011 cut tlirougli in each bnttory, branches of Lreos being 
used Lo HtroiigtiLoii thorn and allow the eartliwork to settle down 
into solid form. The parapet and its protecting cnihaiikmeiit were 
of snlHci(nit strength to rosinL the lieaTioat shell that could he 
ilirowii h’om oin* own guns. Ou looking through the embrasures 
ill one batlury wo found that one gun could be trained upon the 
Hhikarpin* Clato and the other upon tiio south-Avest bastion. Every 
thing was coinplotod in this battery, and the marks of wheels 
sliowcd that a litdd gun luul heen in position. A. little to the right 
was a more jiroteulious battoiy, plainly meant for three or four 
guns, Judging fi‘om the of the space cleared. The ground 
was sloped gradually down to the bolds in rear of these batteries, 
and cover could be given to the horses and drivers belonging to 
the guns. The 6-pounder which lived daily upon the walls had a 
snug corner to iLseLf in a clump of trees. The embrasure had been 
made very ingmilously. A bank of earth, 12 or 15 feet thick at 
its huso, had heou built up, witli il,s right resting on the trunk 
of a stout tree with long over-roaching branches. One of these 
branches, wluc*h Htretched out at right angles four feet above the 
ground, had the carilnvovlv piled above and below it, so that it 
formed a strong support to the embankmont. There were two 
emhvaKuroH, one, as usual, pointing upon the Shikarpur Gate ; 
and I boliov(3 the gun was bo hidden by the foliage of the troee 
that from the walls it was difficult to detect the embrasures except 
by the ilimh of Uio gun. Some of our sIigIIb had been, however, 
wclJ pitched, the trunk of the tree bohig bai'kod and splintered. 
Tho gimnors worn quite safe, of course, unless a shell actually 
hiu'Bt in tho erul)rasure itself, which was extremely unlikely. 
Standing in rear of the earthwork one could appreciate the 
Bociirity of tho men who had hold it, and with what impunity 
they could hang away at our bastions. The lino of leaver 
waB followed in a westerly di)'eciion, and all along its banka we 
traced the low juinipot formed of clods of eartli. The walls of 
the onclosuro had their rows of loopholes, and when working 
parties wore Bont out from tho city three days after the raising of 
tho siogo, they found that good cover existed to within 300 yards 
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of tlio corner Lasiioin Tlioro was always liyely riilo-rirc ft’oiiig 
on whenever any one showed on the parapofc of Iho city wall, hnl. 
tho Afghans out si do bad gon orally tlio best of the position, an 
they vvere quite hidden froia sight. A piece of open gi'oiuid in 
Tear of the Larez between t’svo enclosures was raUicr a clangorona 
place for ihcin to cross, although 1,000 yards from tho walls. 
Marksmen with Martinis lired volleys wlionevcr they saw a group 
hurrying across, and the hnllcts generally told. Many of the 
walls have been thrown doAvn by our working parties ; and in 
ono garden, full of large trees casting a pleasant shade, is Iho 
Mold Hospital of the garrison- Thence wo ])asHed towards tiro 
Head- Quarters’ Garden (now occupied hy General Pluiyro and his 
Staff), and had a look at the emlu'asuvo whence a G-poiindor iiscd 
to fire into the city. The guii was placed on the Bleep bank of 
the main kdvezi, and was banked up to its inuKKle, winch was some 
ten feet above the hoUoxn of the water cut. There was l>roken 
ground in front, intersected by irrigation channels, and in roar 
some low- walled ciiclosures in which are now located a ntinihor 
of our transport animals. Here my intorcsting journey camo to 
an end, and I I'eturnecl to quarters in cantonments, favourably 
impressed with the rude eyirlGucea of tho enemy’s skill. It was at 
llrst hclicved that a European adventurer was with Ayuh Khan, 
from tho admirable way in which bis artillery was handled and 
tho dispositions made for investing Candahar ; hut this idea is now 
exploded. It is more probable that there wore in Herat men who 
had seen service in tho Turkish army in Asia Minor, or oven north 
of the Bosphorus, in tho late wav against IlusBia. Those men 
could have picked up some idea of cntronchments and bo able to 
apply their knowledge under the direction of tho Nail), tho only 
Afghan General who seems to know how to handle his inoii. Others 
there may be who have learned a smattering of tho principles of 
civihzed warfare in Persia or the Eussiau Khanates ; hut in any 
case there was a decided improvement in their method to that of 
tho men we fought in and about Cabuh 
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(ITiAP'rKR V, 

An AcPdUni of tlio Dufoat of (Joiu'r.iJ Ciinovva at MaiNvancI— Tiio amon^ the 

Wall's Tj’()<)|jh — Iiitii^nios IjoLwotiii I-ociil fSirdaiv, lual Ayub JCliun —Tlie D-tiertion of 
Uiti Willi’s Infantry -iron oral Ijiutowh at (iiiislik— lliy (Mlors — Ayub IClian’a 
Line of A([viino<‘ fiom FniTal»“"Tlio Heliunnd Itivt-r Fovdablo at all Voints— The 
ibiuU'S iVoru MiriMliU to (Inoduliar -SUatrgical hn)^>ovtniHW of Cihislik. (icut-nil 
Ibinowa* Conno.il of War on July — lletioomant of the Hrigado upon Kliuskl- 

MSiikliiul — Dofudivo Cavalry lloconiiniKsanocK— Ay uIj Kbaii’s Advance upon Mai- 
■vvaiicl- “lliH Arrival at H.in^dnir-— (iciieral J-Juitowk’ Wovement from Kluisk-i-Kakhml 
io int(ii'roi)t tlio Af/;li!Ui Anny — Tlio Action ill UliiivviUKL -UoiriparaUve tStrciij'tli uf 
tlui lUitisli and Af/^dian Forces * -(if euoral I’linovva' Firat Dispoyitlnn uf Atlaok — An 
Artillijry Duel — Tlio ciToei upon tlui Fri^mdo of aclin^^ on tlio X)efen.sive — Advanco 
of the Afiibau I rronuUu’H— Tlio llcluivionr of Jurats ililkn ou tliG Left — Confusion 
ntnon^r tlin Njilivo Troops —Defeat ainl Kout of tlio brigade— IxvLfkotmU Atleiiipt to 
tnnlto the Cuviiiry Olnirgo -Tlio llolrcat to Uundabar. 


GANDAHAn, li]th Stptemher. 

‘J^'itoM Fiiuili jiR I }mvo b(3en al)lo to di’iiw upon, I have 

gaiiKKl a i'airiy cxucl idoa of Live circnmt^taivcoR iiiieiiding Ociicral 
Biirrown’ dofo.at on tho 27ili of July, and I am now writing what, 
perhapH, in i]io Hi'Ht uiioffioial account of tho Mai wand disaster. 
Talcing up ih<‘ story from tlio Jimiiny of iho WhU’r troops on the 
14tli of duly, it would soom that though Goiioral Jiurrows suc- 
coodod on that occasion in recapturing the G^jicnuder smooth-bore 
battery, there was not llmt Hovoro punishment inflictod uiion the 
luuiineors which would hav^o been their just roMuird. The dis- 
ailoctioii ill the Wall Siiero Ali’s army wa>s well laiown in the 
Britiish camp, and decisive incasuros might have been taken for 
disarming the 2,000 iidantry soldiers hefovo thoy had fully made 
up their nmuls to desort. "But that indecision which was the 
ruling power iu the (llriHldc Brigade was alhpowerfiil even iu the 
early days of July ; and there was, perhaps, also the foeling* in 
tlio political niind that it was too early to acknoivlodgo how mere 
a shadow the Wall's authority waa, and how wortliloBB was his 
soonllod army. The find that Nur Mahomcul Khan, ^^the Sur- 
toop,” had been wholly won over to Ayab's side, must surely 
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have 1)0011 known lo ilio Will I, wlio was no JouLL also tompfccd Lo 
tlivow ovor ibe llritisli. One of tlio Caiulaliar rofi.imoiiLn, even 
botoro it luiu'cbod Lo ilie Hehuniitl, was groabiy diHaUbcLod ; but as 
tlic WiiU laid oCllcorod Ins army” IVnin this ])ai‘tioular roginio iiL 
tlicro was a disiuclinatioLi to disband It, as tbo otlior r(\(>imon1s 
might liavo given tronblo. ddius tlio Sui'too^o was allowed bill soo))o 
to work out Ills plans, and bis subsoquoiit dosovtiou CollowcuUn the 
natural order of things, Idis charncLor as a liospitablo {nibudainor of 
British ollircra liad won liiin some goodwill ; but tboro wore tiiose 
who suBpGciod Ills loyalty to ns, and wore doubtful of bis rein Lions 
with Ayuh Khan. For montlis thoro must have licon soorot 
covvospoudonco between this man and the ITerat leaders, who were 
no doubi. kept fully informed of all our uioveniouts, and furnislied 
with exact details of our local strcngtli. TJiaL siieli a truly Afghan 
ill trig lie should not have boon dotoeted, proves ]io\v small was the 
sympathy really felt for us in Caudaliar, and tbo question aristas 
was the Wall unaequainted ^Yith the plot to seduce bin army ^Yhen 
tliG occasion served? If luMvoro not, ho must indeed ba an ex(5ep-* 
tiou to tlio general riilo, for Afghan sirdars are so well versed in 
intrigue tlixat tliey can usually detect danger wlien our political 
officera believe nil is going sinaolhly and satisfactorily, llut on 
July 14 th the plot came to a head, and (iciieral IhirrowB found 
himself left, with a weak brigade, alone on the HdniniKb Nomi- 
nally, ho had Leon supposed to act in support of the Wall’s army ; 
hut this farce had come to an mul, and his position was delhied 
only too clearly: he had to nicot singiedinndod whatever force 
Ayuh could muster. Our late allies ” were in the ranks of tho 
enemy; the Waii’s army had ceased to exist; and tho Burtoep’s 
desertion ^vould probably he followed by the rising of tbo armed 
peasantry of Zaraiudawar and tho surroniuling districts, lor tbo 
Sirdar’s example could not fail to influence ignorant men. If a 
chief of such imp art an CO had declared for Ayuh, surely, it would 
be argued, the British wore in great strails. Now comes tho 
moot point as to what ^vero General Biutows* orders, and what 
expectation he had of being rciivforcod from Caiulahar, BogaixF 
ing tho first, I Lolievo T am perfectly right in stating that ho was 
ordered to ‘‘stop Ayuh Kluui and disperse his troops if possildo/^ 
On the question of roinforcemonts T am more doubtful ; bub f 
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BiiiU' pH'l-ty rojidtlonlljMJiaL Ooiioml Priinrofio lind dc'oidod that 
Caiululuu’ could not Hpavo auollior ro^diiioid, to HircagUiou tlio 
(lirislik ovoii niuier Llio alLorcd conditioiiH roporLod to 

]iini iifU'r tlio luntiuy. (Joiieral Tdirrows was noL I'olioved of las 
i\\)\k of KliOjii)iip^^ Aynl)/’ audlliorc inusfcluwo boon an ovor-wocn- 
conlid(HUio in ilio mind of the (Sciioral coniinuiidiii" ut Gan- 
dMliai- in a'spoot to llio ])owor of tho K^^'iincnt with Ids 

iibsont l)rion(lioi-, Tliat tlioro was not tlio Kumo ieding among 
tlio oHuairs of tlio brigjido itsolfiH now woil known, and ouo para- 
gnipli fVoiu the h'Ltor of ail arLilloiy ofruun', dsdiMl July 19Ui, and 
publiNluul Hoon altorwa rds, in iso true an estimate of tlio situation 
iJiiiii 1 cannot I'td'nuu from quoting it. ilo wrote : — 

“Wo luo, novv \vaU\up!; foi' AyuU ICluvw, is 'Alm,L HO «0', timty-AK 
guiiH luul fiboul; (ijOOO nil'll, it will bo a htill' liylil' it' he nnnes tu Lliu Rovnieh, as tliib In 
a {JorftHslly opeu niul wo na* only 1,500 infnutiy, 500 mbrcis, nud m \ 

Thin foia'casl, of a stiH' tigiit ” pnmal only too true, but iustoad 
of tlio (),OhO nuMi roibrrod to, our soldiers had to moot a host of 
irregulars 1 (h 1 by raiiatleal gha>^iH. 

It duvolved ii])on (1 (moral IhuTows to diicido wind (iourso would be 
most (iidcubitod to Ijar Ayuh’s progress, and on July 15tli he wisely 
call(‘d togtdhor his (^.omnuinding onhau'S and held a small council 
of wain Tlio day was not wasted in idhi discinssion, as while 
opiuioiiB waM'o luu’ug oxehangi'd oni guiuiors W(U*o horsing and 
otjuipjiing tbo captured guns, tlio toaius of which had been used 
))y the niutiJieiu’H to aid tlioin in their flight. Many cousidora- 
iioim had to iKMvi'ighcd in coubclL hirst, the position of the 
enemy the hvigadoworc bound to stop and disperse) if possible/' 
Such iuronnalion as Golonel St. John posHCSScd favoured the 
hoUM* 111 lid the enmuy’s (Rivalry under the Naib HaliKulla were still 
disl,iiu(i f}0 miles from the bank of the llcdmund, and that the 
nuviu body with the guns was Hcvoval xmivchcs in rear of this 
ndvaiiood party, Ajub's lino of advauco was along the main 
]lorat Uoad, and ho would ]uv>l)ably enter the ITelamnd Valley 
mnir the Khoja Ibiba Pi'a]?, a high point of thorango of hills which 
riai parallel tio the cjourHO of lAio river. Tins peak is 00 miles 
in aheediuo from Girislik,' uiul betwoeu it and the river is an 
open plain, watorloss, hut otherwiBO (piite easy for a force of all 
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fiTins lo ovoHH, Tlmrn wn,B Uilh plain Riill boLwooii (lio hrig/Kbi juul 
j\yub’F! ndMiucad (iiivalry, so Unit tlio two forces woi’O scarcely iJi 
touch/’ more particularly as it was imperatively laid down hi 
histnictiouR from llui (lovurnmont of rndia tlud Uio Ihdiiuind 
lUvor was not to be crossed under any oircnmstjmceH. (ieueral 
]^iuTOWH was to wait for tlio (uiomy to np])oar l)(dbre him, and his 
council of war had to decide at what jminfc so to wait. 'Uu^ ILel- 
nuind is usually fordahlo at only i'oiir pnhiiiS : Saiu>iu on the M(jiitli, 
Hyderabad, (linshk aiidJvalabist (at tho junction with the Ar^'au- 
dab). From tliOR(3 fords four roads couvoj'gc on (laiidahar : thr‘ 
nortliern by way of the Malraund nnd Maiwaiid Passes, practicable 
for wheeled artillery ; the two ciiutral passing tlirougb Khusk-i” 
Nakbud, and lib 0 southern rout e r/V/ Balakhana and tlio Ihuid-i- 
Taimur. Of iliese four mutes, that most cominonly ustsl, on 
account of its directness, water and other sup])]ieH, is tlio road 
passing through Khusk-i-Nakhud from Oirislik. ] fence ih(‘ vmIuo 
of Oirislik as a sirtitegical point at Avhich to hold in chec^k an 
army advancing from tho we3st upon Otindahar, But that stra- 
tegical value had almost clisappearod, as tho Jleiimiud, owing to 
an exceptionally dry season, was everywhero fordable for men on 
foot, thus allowing Ayub to cross it wherevor ho miglit choose and 
avoid Girishlc. Fnrthennore, when tho question of supplies Avas 
entered into, it appeared that the brigade had boon cpiile dcquunhuit 
upon grain and forage collected hy the Wiili and storcal near ilio 
fort on the eastern bank of the river. Wliat supplies had oxisteil 
on the 13 iii had either been carried olT or destroyed by the innli- 
nous rcgimenlB, leaving Girishlc prnciically unable to ]U'ovide 
longer for our troops. The necessity of at once lindiiig supplies 
made a moAUi from LHrishk nnayoidabie, and General Burrows nnd 
his officers had determined what direction should bo taken, 1’ho 
opinion of the majority favoured a retirement tn A.sn Khan, 
Avhenee all the roads could he commanded and sujiports easily 
drawn from Ca-nclahar. This, of course, took it for grnni.cd Lhal- 
Ayub Khan meant to march direct upon Oandaliar and not turn 
off northwards for Ghiiziii and Galinl; and tho rotironumt was 
advocated also on. the ground that tho brigade Avas not Bl.vong 
enough, unsupported, to meet the enemy in an open light. Tluu ‘0 
was a holder proposal to movo nortliAvards to JTydcrubacl, retai)iing 



General Bitrroivs Retires to Kushk-i-Nakhnii, 549 

ilio llohmnid as our advaucotl liuo, buti tiiis fuLiiKl little support, 
Kiunlly tlio luiddlo eourso of a partial retiremeut was agreed on, the 
biigado U) full back instantly upon Khusk-i-Nakhud. This Avould 
place (loiioral niii'ro\vB upon the central road to Candaliar, and 
tl](‘i(‘fore (ioiuin muling, io a ccitsihi extent, tho iiortbcrn and 
soiitln'm routos; the Ibi’co would also ho only somc 3 50 miles 
iVoiu lu'iid-qnarUirs, wluuieo it was liopod new oj’dcrs wmuld be 
received, and ])()ssibly roiuforcoments, Tliis was the result of the 
liltle (auijudl of war bold at Girislik, and it soemH to liave boon 
jiiHt and rc^asonable. To IniYO stayed at Girislik was almost 
impossible, as Hup])iios wore cxliaiistod: to liuvc moved to ilydor- 
ahad \\oiild bHV(?, involveil serious risk if Ayub’s iirrny were joined 
liy ilic i)(M)ple ofLlio district; while to have rullcii so far back as 
Asu Klinu before a sliotljud been iired would bjive seemed exces- 
Btvo iiuiidity, Klmsk-i-Nakbud was an admirable point from 
which to Avateli Ayub’s pashag(3 of tbo llelmnnd, and tbcnce to 
ascerlaiu bis stroiigLli and probable iutontions. 

On duly 15l.li a night march was made, and on the morning of 
tlui Kith the brigade encamped on tboir old groimd at Khusk-i- 
MuJduub Ou the following days the troops moved two miles 
jK'arer to IVlis I(aro5^, and took up a position wbicdi they occupied 
until tbo moriung’ ol' LIh' 37tlu d’lio stores wore placed in a small 
walled oudoHUnn and the baggage laagered up ready for all eixier- 
geiieioH. Spins, furuislu'd by tbo'Wali, were busy during the next 
few days in bringing news of Ayub’s uiovonientB. Their story 
was that tlio A Igbiiu force was distributed in the dry jdver-bod 
botweou tlu 3 (Grishk and 1 Tydcrn bad finds ; it made no signs of 
moving caHliWurds, and tlio ojiinion began to prevail that (Iha^ni 
and not Gandabar was Aynb’s objective* Rccoiiiuus.sances were 
made every day iiy General blnttairs cavalry, but they wore not of 
tlio kind to preBcrvo touch willi an enemy* Tims a troop or so 
visited Gannaoj Hangbnr, and tho Jlund-i-Taimar daily, as if for 
a coiiHtit.utlonfil vide, 1)ailed their liorHes, looked around, and 
riduj'nod* Their movements were so beautifully regular that 
(ivory peasant know at wlnit lime to expect tln*ra. Ayulds move- 
mouts wi'ro never really walcliod at all, ibough sufilcienfc cavalry 
wore with l,lio Iirigado to IntTO allowed of regular outpost work 
being done, instead of a few hours' visit daily to tho same villages, 
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]t wiif^ not miiil iiio 21st that Ayal.)’H cavalry piinhod (orwai’d IVoiu 
the lldmuncl and exchanged 81101 =^ with oiir rocomioiiriug [)a.H.y 
at SaiJgbur. The next day the village was round to bo Indd l)y 
them, and news reached camp that dOO sowaj^s woi’o to seixo 
Maiwaiid within twenty-four hours, d'hore w{H-o slores of gr.iiu 
lying ill the tkdds about Muiwaiul, and fearing they would fall 
into Ayiib’s hands, General 1 harrows oi‘dorod a squadron of cavulry 
to destroy the grain. They liad oidy gone a lew iiiilos ir(Uii 
Khusk-i-Nakliud when they were lived upon by a largo body of 
Afghan cavalry, who were reconnoitring our position witli souio 
boldness. Our cavalry scouts, deceived hy (ho luiiio, reported flint 
two regiments of infantry wore supporting the hostile cavalry, and 
the Horse Artillery and some infantry were siuit out from Khusic- 
i-Nakliud, ft turned out to ho a myth; there were no Afglniu 
infantry, and hy this time their cavalry were retiring in perfect 
safety. The guns certainly fired a round or tn'o after tluuu, lint 
our sowars missed their eliance of a charge, scared l)y the nqnirt 
that infantry were hidden under some low hills. Sanglnir con** 
iained no enemy on the 24th, l)nt in the same iioiglibourLood on 
the 25th two of the Soind Horse were killed, the Afgiiaii sowars 
heing again on the move. Ho late as tlio 2(itli it was ludieved all 
Ayiih’s guns worn at iTydorahad, and that no movomeut in llio 
direction of tlie Malmiiud i5iss had been made. The Afghan army 
was then hohevod to be about 12,000 Hi.rong, counting rcguln-rs 
alone, while the number of glia^jis and irregulars from Ziuniin 
chiwar was said to bo very largo. Ayub’s advance could not bo 
exactly forcsliadowed, but from Ills position at Hyderabad it was 
most likely that he would try to reach Mai wand Ihrougli Hjingbnr, 
as none of his troops were reported to be 011 the longer route r/d 
the Malmund Pass, 

The camp at Khnskd-Nakhud was once more arousod on the 
afternoon of the 2Gth by positive news of a demonstration in tlui 
Maiwand direction, that village having been ocoupu^d by 200 
irregulars, wdiilc Garmno, five miles away, was said to bo held in 
strength by cavalry. The conclusion iUTived at» upon this becom- 
ing known was that Ayub meant to occupy Maiwand by a siiddoti 
move without joining battle with our troops, and that not iiuprob- 
ahly he would thence try to slip aAvay through tlio Maiwand Pass 
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bin iiH to ]>JfUio liimHolf between tlic brigade and Oanrlaliar/'’’ Spies 
caJso led (loncnil JUirrows ajul Golouc] St. John to believe that the 
main body muRt bo still a march in rear of the cavalry at Garmao.f 
III view oi this, it soennod imporlant Lo seize hlaiwiuid before it 
could 1)0 o(*cupi(al in force, more particularly as the brigade hnd 
licam for some dayH drawing its supplies from that village, and 
stores ol gniin still rcanainod in its uoigh1)ourhood whicli would 
liill into Ayuh’s Innuls, Tho distance from Khusk-i-Nakhud to 
Maiwund was twelve miles, and a rapid march to tho latter place 
might ai)ii('ipato Ayuh’s movements and euahle the brigade to 
clear (ierinao of the Naih and liis advanced cavalry. All this was 
of coarse on the suj)]30!iitioii that tlio main body of tho Afghan 
army with the thirty odd guns wjis well in rear of the cavalry — an 
unfortunates snp])ositi()n as Up afterwards turned out, but one due 
to the wreUdied infonnulion resulting from tlio cavalry “ recoimais- 
sauc(’H.” 

Goiierul IhirrowR, on tho iiiglit of tlic 2()th, iSvSued orders for 
tluj wholn l)i‘igiido, laiggiigo and storcB included, to march at day- 
break on (ho folhvwing luoriiiiig. At suoli short notice tho largo 
([uaniiiy of )‘('hoi’V{‘ supplk's in th(5 walled (3iiclosures could not he 
g'ot out in time, and it was not until half-past sh that Lho troops 
h'ft Ivhusk-i-Naklnid. The roulo taken Avas along tho right 
hank of ilie Khnsk-i-Nakliud riv^T-hed, then (piite dry. There 
AVJLS H stri]) of cultivation near the bank, hut beyond, on either 
hand, lay arid, stony ])lainH. The brigade halted at eight o’clock 
at Mushiik, to (uiablo tlic haggiigo to close up. This occupied 
half an hour, and then tho march was continued, tho next place 
xaaiclied luung Karezak. Hero, for the first time, the unexpected 
nows WHS l)von(!;hli by our spies that th(3 whole of Ayub’s force was 
on tho left JVoiil, marching on Muiwand. The cavalry were sent 

Tliifi, iu'ocu'iliuu fcn the HlatiMncnl ol‘ tiobncl oi! Jirlilkn'y (now a prisoner in 

our luiwbi), wan really Aytil/s plan, ih) inCitnl to roacli vSinjuri ty furml inarclies. 

t In juHtioo in Uoloii^il St, Jolni, I luiiHi tliail havoaiiieoicarnetl that lie reported 
later iu the day, lo (ioacml lUirrow^, tluU the whle oJ' Ayiikfi urniy wan at Stinj^lmr. 
Tins reimri wtm dlHrei,au’d(‘fl for tho following reason : AThitiat ollioer of the SnlSoind 
Horne ntated iliai lie liiul vinitcd Sanghuv tlmt day \riib a cavalry patrol, and tlial only 
a few incgulapH wevo found ilua'o, (jolouol Si. JnhiAs infnrinatioD miH finite eorret'b as 
ouv pviHOiici'H lold ufc! after tho buttle of Oiinduliar. Wliat yillago diiUlie tilEccr really 
iiX'onnoiire ? 
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oat to I'Gooiinoitre, and found large bodies of liorseineii moving in 
Llie direction iudioated ; but tlio ]ia>:e and ininige proveidod onr 
sowava making any oatiniale of wliai force wiis covered by tlio 
cavalry, d’liis wns about JO o’clock, and yei, even vvilJi the aid 
of teloscopes little could be seen of Ayubbs 'army. SjueH reporliMl 
that the ginns were tljcro ; (mt this nows wjls looked n-jxiu by the 
(Jeiieral with great mistrnsi^, natives being so givem to exiigg(‘ra- 
tiou. General Hnriws moved bis troops at once ra])id]y towards 
Maiwand, moaning to oecnpy one oi' the largo walled omdoHnrc'H 
whc-roiii to stow Ids H,00() baggage animals and tbeir loads, Unis 
leaving the brigade freedom of movnmont in attacking the Afgliim 
army. It was too late. Before the intoryeuing village of IVfiinda- 
bad was gained, a large iiumbor of wliito-cJothed (igiires, ivrc'gnlurs 
who follow their moollahs' dicdjatioii aiid their glnn/is^ lead, w('ro 
seen pouring out from Maiwa,nd itself. The emuiiy’s cavalry 
ceased to retire, and along the s1oj)CH of tlio low hills ahovo Garmao 
could be dintinguislied masses of men in some sort of orgnuized 
formation. The ha?:o still lay oyer the country, and it was iinpoH- 
aiblo to make out hi detail the strength of the army thus suddenly 
confronting the woalc brigade. TTic ground on whicli Uio aci.ion 
which followed was fought is thus described to me by an oflicm’ 
prescut : — A small stream, risiug in the hilly iiumcdiately north 
of Alai wand, formed almost the only drainage lino intersecting the 
barren waste in our frojit. It ran sucecssiyely ]nLst tlio villages of 
Mundabad, ICurexak, and Alushak, eventually disappoiiring in a 
karoz. J^otween this stream and tlio dry bed of tlio Ivtmslc-i 
Nakliud river tho ground was level and cultivatod, dotted occas ion- 
ally with high walled enclosures, hut generally op(5n.” Gemwal 
Burrows had with him, approximately, 1,«50U rillos, 550 yabros, 
and 12 guns, of which G formed the smootli-horo battery, manned 
by one officer and 42 men of the GGth Boot. He resolved to foreo 
the fighting; and four guns of ih(3 Horse Artillery Battery (bhB) 
with the cavalry crossed the dry nnllah forming the bed of iljo 
Khiiskh-Nakliud Btrciiin, folWed by the Glitli Boot, Jst Boniliay 
Grenadiers, and Jacob’s Bides wdtli the smooth-liovo guns. 
baggage crossed in rear under an escort of two companioH of in- 
fantry, a squadron of cavalry, and two horse artillery guns. Tho 
nullah having been crossed, the troops ndvaucod about a mile and 
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formoi] up III lino in the following ordor : — fifith Foot on eKtremo 
vlglit, gnnis in ilio conife, with ii wing of JaonlVa EiQcs and the 
fSappora as oscort, Groiifidiors on left, a wing of Jacob’s Eittesiu 
roHorvo holiind the guns, ddui cavalry were at first on the extreme 
loft guarding the (lank of tlio Gronadiors, 

It was not uiiiil Jieiirly noon Hint iho action hogan. Lieutenant 
Mjudnine with two liovso ariillci'y guns niid a small cavalry escort 
galloped out on the extreme left^ and got his guns into action at a 
range of 1,800 yai'ds, firing shrapnel at the Afghan cavalry. 
(l(Mi{‘rnl IhirroAVs disapproved of his boldjiosS) and ordered tlia 
gnus to retire, an order which tiieateiiant Macluino was very loth 
to obey. However, the guns wore withdrawn, and by the time 
tl)('y had rosnnmd thoir place in the lijio the eiicmv^s Rircngfch had 
hegnn to ho dovolo])ed. Largo iiiunhorH of iiTognlarH, led by the 
usual gluizis, wore s(3on swarming over ilio low hills, and they 
prosontly moved down upon the (Kith, evidently meaning to turn the 
right flunk. To checlc this, General Burrows ordorod his right to 
ho tlirowii l)ack on Lho front exLondod, A yuh’s cavalry being ou 
tlio move to the left as if to carry out a Ihuildng movomeutrntlvat 
diroi‘tioi)d^'^ Accordingly two companies of Jacob’s Tlifles were 
sent to the cxtinme bdt, while ilio I’emainiiig companies of that 
regiineiiii and dniuchimint of the Bombay Sappers and Mhiers 
(illcd up the gap b(3iw0cii tiio GGLli ou tlio right, and the gnus in 
the centre. Two guns wore pbiced in position to support 
the (Kith on the rights the remaining ton between the 
Giamaditivs and (lie main body of dacoirs Rifles. Every 
rlfln was thus in tho lino of attack, it not being possible to 
form any resorvo woidhy of lho nriuG for such a small force. 
Tlio cavalry (fil’d Scind Horse and 3rd Lombny Light Cavalry), 
nndor Geuci’al Nuilall, formed up in rear of tlio left contro of the 
lino, wlioro tlu'y rernainod during the action. Our guns began 
Hholliug the onenuy, whosa arhllory did not reply lor r^nite half 
an honv, coufinuing tho idea, that Ayub’s guns were far in rear. 
By luilLpast twidve, however, tliis delusion was cleared away, for 
Homo fiv (3 baitorioR opened upon tho brigado, and their shells fell 

H Ai1iubHli''G(‘noi'iiL in Imlia, iu IiIb romaUcs Upon UwjcimI 

BiU’rnWH’ <}tii4iuLteli, null hnw hUal il wii’t to form ur both Haiib fa Calr 
m rnfiiny super iov in )ium))r»r&. 
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■\vitli fair accuracy, Tbo cdbcL of our own ariillory firo could uoi 
1)0 followed, UB llio linj?o coiiiiimod. Under cover of tlieir iliirfcy or 
luoro ^nus the irregularB lulrauced to wiLliin (>00 or 700 yards of 
tUo Odtli; but the MarLini lire from I ho LiiLor fivvc])(i ibeiii down 
Avbercver they appearoJ; Jind so cowed were they tliat, 
ilu'ir stnndavdSj they soni^lit cover in a dry viiviuo^ lirinir upon our 
men withont. doin^’ nuudi clnnian'c. Our iiifnntry ucro down 
under sucli covor as tbo ground aiforded, and two of the lunootln 
boro gnus wove scut to the left to shell the Afglmn ciivalry, Tlmn 
('(‘line tliG faiol mistake in the action; inslend of following the 
usual tactics wliixU our gcmn-als have foiuul so successful nil 
tliTongh the wai*— taking tlio iiiitialivo and attficking willi Ids 
infantry™-Clenorii] Ihirrou^s ontord into an urtillory diieb which 
lasted for two hours. Tlie brigade had twelvo guns (six of whicli 
vorc inferior smooth-bores, worked by YolniiLoors from tlio liorso 
artillery, and infantry men traiuod (luring the liiilL at KbiiskU- 
Naklind') the Afghans bad nearly tbi'co i.imcs iliat nmnhor, and 
tbeir gunners were nnuMnilly ox]^ert, ^'They soon got our 
range,” Bays an officer present, ^ffinid sboi ajid slicll camo crasb- 
ing into us.” Shrapnel, I'oniid-sbot, and fift(nnvar(]B ,grap(g wore 
freely used by the enemy; and wJiilo our infantry wenv fairly sab^ 
a', first, tbo liorses of tho cavalry and tbo gnu-teams rndTered 
severely. Th(3 latter bad to bo vouewed eoustantly; inul it was 
evident that in a trial of strougtb with artillery tlio brigad(‘ was 
greatly ovcMuatchecU LiLtlo did our men Imow tlniii tbo lloniii 
regimonis aulForcd so from tboir slie|]-ilro Lliat twice limy ndiicd, 
and were quite ready to bavo fled at tbo first diiaad attadr, Tbo 
enemy’s artillery fire so wrdl snutained that caSuaUies soon 
began to bo reported all along the lino. Harris, of tho staff, and 
Blaffiovocd, {joinmanding E-B Battery, were among tbo first hit : 
but Blackwood, after having his wound dressed (bo was lut in ilm 
thigh), returned Lo his hailery— a raro example of true bravery and 
endurance. The want of water told Inwily upon all our men, and 
the HlackncHH resulting therefrom was only too ]ilain— luen leaving 
tlic ranks to got water from the mdlah in roar or from tlu\ wakn*- 
eaiu'iora. Our three rogiinDiits wore still out of riiugo of any 
nmsln'try fire, except si, ray shots from itrcgnlarH ; but the artillery 
fire had a demoralizing effect upon tlio sepoys. Jneob’s hilh^s aro 
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Panic an/on^‘ (he Nalivc Infantry, 

hjiid liO Imvo luicl nearly 100 men who had ncyer fired hall-car- 
so tliiiL ihey could ]ioL he loolvcd upon at all as trained 
eoldioTS y\lum five could bo relied upon. 

At iihoiit Lwa) o’clock Llio stiiooili-horo guns were reported as 
riiiiiiiug hIioi'L of ammunitiau. Bixty vouiuIh per gun had been 
inudo up since their capture, and with thoso they went into action. 
Id lore wore no rcserviiH to hill back upon. Captain Shulc lind 
lakeu clnirge of these gnus, hut returned to his own l)atioiy when 
they couhod to llvo, There was notliing for it but to order the 
lour six, -pounders and the two liowitiiers Ibrmiiig the battery to xo- 
tiro and tliiH moyemerit/ was at once carried out. No sooner did 
the onomy noti(ie tlitii< half onr guns wero out of action than they 
inlvauci'd nloiig their whole lino. Their batteries wore brought 
fovwanl iu the boldest mamuiv, and some of their guns actually 
came into action, on the riglit, from behind a depression in the 
groTiiul only 800 yaixls froin our infantry. Two or three thou- 
Hiiiid eayalrj nfameuvrod on the [eft fliuik of the brigade, trying to 
got well in roar ; while on the riglit a large number of mounted men 
and irregulars on foot, wlio had made a wide detour, got into the 
villiigi'H, and wero firing upon tho baggage escort. The Bfith had 
still the gliiWiided mob iu front of them in chock, sLoady yolleys 
keejnug the ground (dear. At this iima the casmiUi(5S all round 
muBt liaye lieoji cousiderahly ow‘r 100, while many horses had 
laam killotl. 

At about half-past two the t\yo oom])aiiios of Jacob’s Kifles on 
the cxtinmo left began to waver. Thoir two oilujors hadlieen 
killed, and Ihoiv two native ollicers, who had kept them together 
for Momo time, had also fallen ; there were none of ilio (enemy’s 
infaulry neat thorn, hut the judilloty lire had d(imnralizGd thorn ; 
and the last rIj'iiw whicdi brolm the hack of tboir courage was tho 
rctiromout of tho Hinooth-lioroH out of action. Thoy thought 
Hiicha move (lould ouly mean that all was over, and they broke 
thoir ranks and fell laudc in titter confusioTi, breaking into the 
rniiliB of Ibo (Ivenadiors, who had up to that time been stoady. 
Their bad example was (julcldy iraitaterl, and tho Grenadiers likc- 
mm giivo way. Tho lomaiuiug companies of Jacob’s Rifles 
shanal tho pmiim and ^yit]^ a quickness that carried conatornatiaii 
ijifo the Imart of every Eni'(jpean olllcer, all tho native iufaniry 
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wore purging upon tlio OfiLiu The (IroiiudicrH forighi ln-uvely 
and ii'ioci to Jbnu square buL eonkl only gr3L into a V wiUi 
the npGX iowardH iiho oucniy : in the nu'lfc they avoit ouL down 
Utei*aUy''iu ImiulreclH.” Tlie Sapper (leUichiuout umlor 
tenant Hciin, with iho pnnSj ^^t(K)d brnvoiy to their hut ho 
hinall a party could ijot Ijopo to hjivc iho guiiH Avithout iuuu(‘(1iii.te 
help. LieutoJiajit Uojui Avas killed iifter beliuviiig junsi gallantly. 
The ouoniy saw tlieii' advinitago, and a rash oi' jn’Ognhu'H led l)y 
ghazis Avas made (vom the right front. The guns lived canister 
into iliG mnss; l)nt it Ava,H usolesSj and Shido li3Xil)en‘(l up and 
retired. Maclaine remained Avith Lavi) gnus liriug, until iho gha^^is 
AATi'G aclnnlly at the iiiuiiiiles, and theses two guns had to ho loft 
behind. The (16th aa^cvc broken by the nisli of so]H)ys upoiithoiu. 
The confusion was hopeless, many of the sepoys being so cowed 
that they alloAved Iho Afghans to pull thoni backAvardsfroniiunojig 
Ihoir comrades and out them doAvn. No attempt to use the 
hnyniiot was inado by the rooruits among Jaitobh lliilcs, who 
scarcely Boomed to know that they canied anus wlicrowitli to do- 
fmid themsohos. A cavalry charge avus (mlerod ; but the men 
wove out of hand, and though Iaat) squadrons roflo out, tliey nover 
really charged. Quo of thtur oiHcoi’S had his liorso shot, ami tho 
soAvars Avould not go on, bui/ veered round and came l)acJc to add 
to tliG dlsorganivration of tho infantry,'^'' Tlio Gdlli and the 
(•rrenaclierK rallied twice in Availed oiiclusures and sold tlieir lives 
dearly, but they Avero ouLiuimbcrcd, and could not lielp to choclctlm 
Afglian advance, Colonel Calbi'aith was killed outside tho iirst 

* Brigadier Niitiall oowmamUng tlic cavalry says in liis deseaUdi : “ [ ordouKl the 
c<iTuli 7 to form lino, and by a charge stom tlie rnnh of on tho iufjnUry ; l)Ul T 
biltekly regret to Imvo to record tliafc altbongb I was most alily Becoiidotl by 1.hc oJliccis, 
only portions ofc the 3i’d Ijiglit Oavahy and ilrd Rcind IIoirg XtJi'mod u(), and wo cliuvKcd, 
but the men bearing away to tho right and I'Oiir, iho olituge was not dolirtrod hnimi, iml 
waa but of little eJTecfc, All sLilisequpiit afcteuiids miirlc at tluH lum* by myself ami Iho 
oliiwrs to induce the nmii to rally and lino tho enemy failed. I'lio rnou Hconicd tclally 
demoralised by tho coiuhiuod effects oi tho very heavy artillery the which had, daniig 
Iho ft'lion, Idlled and woiuided U9 nf the hoises, aud about fmirtcou pernoub. of tho 
men Lnrgaj?rd in the front. Idiere was now nathiug loft bub bo t.-dl buch on Oio roar- 
giirii'd, wlnctli had advanced a shnit way towuida us, hut it was not till wo rcachof) ilie 
four Kuufi Hoyal Hoibo Artillei'y, brought out of action by Captain Hlado, tlmt tho mi\, 
tlivow.-li the exertions of the dlicevs, staif and myself, weie I'onnod U)) facing the 
Ousmy,” 
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onrlosuro, and the (JGih lost nine other officers killed. Major 
Blackwood, oomniaiidin>,^ kl-B Buttery, was also shot down, one of 
his suhaltcrus (ihenlouiinl, Osborne) having been killed in iho 
rnsli. By throe o’cha;]?: the Lrigado Irad been routed, and the 
eii(3juy wore in liot pursuit. Portiiiiat.dy that pursuit lusted only 
two or tlii ‘00 miles, th(3 enemy returning to Maiwand to loot 
(reiioriil Buvi’owh’ camp. 

The following extract from a letter from an officer who was 
engaged in the action may well close this sad record 

When r roulii5od that wo were defeated, and had io retreat 
some 50 uiihis to Gandaliar, my heart sank within me, and never 
hIuiII [ forget the agonies of tluit fearful night march Avithoiit 
wjitor, Imiulreds of poor wretches lying strewn about the road 
calling aloud for a drop of water. It was agoni?hng, but one was 
obliged to steel his heart, as nothing could Ije done, we all being 
in ilio same l)Ox, The order lo march on Mai wand from Kliusk-i- 
Nakhud was only given at 10 r.M,, on the iiOtli *liily, and the 
march commenced at 0.00 a.m. (on the 27th). Wo had no idea that 
Ayul'ffi army \ms at Maivvand till we had marched half-way there, 
and thou we only half l)clioved it ; however, after going a few 
miles furtliev wo sighted the enemy moving towards Maiwaud. 
Our troops scorned to consider that they would have it all their 
own Avay, and advanced very boldly; but the dcmoralis^iug effect 
of thirty odd guns and the being outnumborod, obliged thorn to 
rotroat, and the retreat became a rout. From prisoners lately 
ialcoii we hoar that, wo iiilllctcd a fearful loss on iho enemy, and 
that if W 0 could only have hroagld a fresh regiment we could 
have won the day. Our lieavicist losses were during the retrofit, 
as all the villagei’H on iho lino of route turnod against us, I was 
among the last to leave the hold, and walked half the way, IniTing 
givou up luy pony io a wounded soldier, I was not fired on by 
iho villugorH till within six miles of Oandahar, when I, with two 
sepoyn and the wounded soldier, had to ascend a hill, and take 
reliigG holiind a rock, where wo remained a good while, till the 
country was oloarotl hy tlio cavalry under General Brooke, who had 
eome out from Gandaliar to meet m. I then contmuBcl my 
journey, and wheji arriving at the village near the cantonments 
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some 10 E\U’opoai\ and 15 iiniivo uoldioi'R liad ioined mo. The 
native Roklicrs wove ivtLcrly il (i moral i ocl, aiul i could not «’ot 
lliein to ol)oy 111(5. ^ome 100 or 150 Aiyiaim wore oonfj^rof^atod 
on a iiUl(5 liillook coinmaudiu^' ilio road to Oandtihu]*, and Htadno' 
the licsitatioii of iny ]5ai’ty they Mtroaiuod down iUo hill; .y<dliii<>, 
and I WiiH obli^aal to fall bade and i.ake up a poHitiou on iiuoLluu' 
liillock. Then t]i(‘ 11 lit i VO Holdiorn (anno to ino and oxprossod 
their opinion that, we ought to run for it. Jlowover, I alnined 
them, uiul made tliom lie down and point tlieir gums towards tlio 
enemy, wlio at once rotA'catod to thoii* former position. T f(dt 
})erfect confidence in the ICuropoan portion of luy party, and if J 
could have felt the saino in the imtivo I would not have nuiuh'd 
an atUde from 150 half-anncul Afghans. Wlioii (ienoral Ih’ooke 
returned witli the roar-guard of the dirishk colunin, Ito sludlod 
the hills whore the x\.fgluius wore collected, and w<5 marclied 
poaccaLly into cantoninoiita,'’^ 


CONCLUSION. 

I LiAVE not gone into Iho details of the nioyoinontH of tlio Caliul- 
Candaliar force aftor ilio Ihittlo of Candahar, as there was no 
further opposition, and tho military programme oairiotl out was 
only of local importance, ddio hrigades were iiuirdiod Inrnk 
to Iiidid as quickly as possihlo, with the exception 'of the IHh 
Lancers and 6-8 It.A., which were left at Oundahar, Tho following 
letter, written in Camkluir, will throw some light on the strategy 
of iho action on September 1st 


Cai^oahau, iQih Heptemhef. 

Thera is hut one opinion hero as to tho unsoundrcRs of Llie 
criticisms upon General linhortB’s action of tho 1st ; it istJiat the 
critics have Jumped to conclusions on imperfect j’ejiorts, having 
taken tho first meagre tolegramg as their guide. By an 
incessant study of smalLscalo maps they gained a super lidal 

^ [The Sm ScitiC Horae only lotsfe fourteen nioii Jtilled aucl five woniuleci out of 200 luoii : 
tb<5y liftd forty-nine lior.sen hilled and wounded. There were bliiiEi alw lys over 200 Habreu 
available for a cbau'ge in tliijs regiuioiil/ alone, but Uia men were out* of band, 
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kiiowloclo'o ot' IhG Argaudal) Yalloy, and wore fully convinced tliat 
the proper mode of tli meeting ilic aUack would bavc been to tlirow 
an iiiL(‘rcci)Ui]g force 30 or 40 miloR iu roar of ALizm, and Idicii 
to linvo uliaokod AynL from Oandaljar— no doubt by way of tlio 
Pir J^iimnl vllbigo. Tboy point tlioir arguments by adding 

tliat our cavalry pin'snifc was really inoperative, as only 400 of 
t.lui fugitiveH w(‘re kilbnl, wkilo Llio great escaped. Admitted 
that after we bad rolled iliom back from Pir Puimai tbe great 
majovil.y got off siioi-frco, tliis by no means proves lliaL a weak 
l)rig[ulo conld liuvo cut off their roircat; for it seems to be for- 
gotten iluit not (jne, but many, roads wore open to them, while the 
mouutainouH nature of tlu^ country on the higher reaches of the 
Argiuidal) was all iu fnvonr oC trained hill-mon such as Afghans 
ahvayn nro. Their cavalry and many thousaiula of footmen 
made stniight fo]‘ the Khukrez Valioy, knowing well that once 
the range of hills, eight miles west and north-west of the 
Argaudal)^ was reached, they wore quite safe, There was no 
ncc('SHi(y at all for their nSaroment northwards up the Argau- 
(lab- or railuu’ north-eastwards- aud it is quite an open qnos- 
tiou if any brigmlo wu) could luwo spared would luive even seen 
many of the fiigiLivoB, Oeiicnd Jloberts’a first and greatest duly 
was to induce Ayuh Ivluin to give bira battle, and not to cause 
a scare iu bis cami) by premature stralegical ‘inoYomauts, 30 or 
40 miles up tlio Argandab Valley. It may not bo known, also, 
that when the infaiitry was encamped luiar Shar-i-vSafa, one march 
Iroui Tlobat, on August ii7th the nows from Caiulahar led us 
to believe that Ayuh might possibly forsiike llazra and try to 
cK(Uipo In the (Shazni direction by way of the Argandab stream, 
(huienil Ilolieads nii once rf^cagnizod the iiacessify of barring 
any inovmuoiit In force in this direetiou, and a column of about 
^[,000 men was told off to niarcli by way of Pori, and Daln, and 
bh)tdv tho road up the Avgaiulalu But wlioui heliogvaphic commxw 
nieation with Ciuuhiluir wan opouod up hdor in the day, and 
Colonel HI. John's re()orts showed that Ayub was busy Blrengtliem 
ing Ills position at Mazra, tire oi'der given for the eoluixin to move 
out wars at once coantermauthuh Xt was known that the Afghan 
f(»rco was maluly composed of mow from Zamiudawar, Candahar, 
aud Iforat— Urn Oabuli (dement being very small, and tho Kizih 
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biuslics and TColiisUuiy being already in ii’ciiLy v\it,li Ooloiiol BL 
John io (loHcrij aL filiorL uoLieo* The luaiii body of ronl llgliiiiig 
luou, tlicrcforo, would Hook onlbiy in fliglil-j afUn’ didojil, noL 
iiorlbwardH iowiirdw IClndaL-i-CUiilnab bul, i.o Uio \voh(. and nortli- 
west, wlu'VO t/ho bills uifoj’od ilnnu slu’lbu’ unUI tlu'y c()uld r(sgam 
Ibcir lioinOH, This lino of lliglit wins really tiikoji ; but as oiir 
cavalry brigade midov General IfiiglL OougJi ooidfl not roioli tlx* 
Kokaran Ford until Guiidigau and tile orehanlH about Inid bocui 
cloiired by General Uakcr’H Lulauky brigade, A>|Ub Khan and 
bin cavalry ORcort — leaving MnJ^ra, it fsbould bo I’enuaubenal, at 
11.80 A..M. — bad easily ct)vevGd tbe seven or oiglil inileu of ground 
botwcou tlio river and tbo Hlopos of the bills bounding Ibo 
Kbakro?; Talley on Lho Houib. BcHidcR, ibo iaelieu of tbo fugitlvc'is 
were sucli uh to iieuiialis^o any pursuit or I he notion of any nib'r- 
cepting force : bundreds look refuge in ibo villagcH, buried ibeir 
arms, or hid ibom Hocuroly away, and came out io greet our ii’oo[)H 
ill the guise of bariiib^ss peasants. If tlioso luul boon slaugbiored 
in cold blood Lbo caviilry would have returned with the report 
tbainot 300 or 400, but 1,800 or 1,400 of tbo enemy liad boon 
killed. I do not inalco ildn slntomcut on my own unBnp])ortod 
authority, but on ibo direct tostiiuony of cavalry ojlicers ejigngiul 
in tbo pursuit. Thus tlie fltli LaucorH gave cliaso to a largo 
nuiiibor of men evidcutly in full lligbt. Oii coming up with 
them, tbo Lancers Ibuud tbeso fugitives without anna, and tbougli 
there could be no rGasunublc doubt ibat they bad liiddou ibeir 
wenponB somo little time before, Lieuteuiuit Colomd lUisbuuiu 
ordered biB men to spare their lives. Tbo Lancers rode among 
them, and if any man bad been doiocted with a knife or }io 
would probably have paid tbo forfeit of bis life. In oiJuu' in- 
Blances small bands were bunted into villages, mid wlien lbo 
cavalry rodo up men appeared bolding little cliildren in tbuiranuH, 
aud prayed for mercy. What was to be dono to aii (ununy 
resorting, to such manmuvroH ? Our cavalry could not tale 
prisoners as they bad to contiauo tlio pursuit: and tliese unitH 
of the Miizira army were shown that mercy wliicli tlicy refused 
to our men retreating from Maiwaiul ! 

Again, any intercepting force thrown into tbo Argaiidab Valley 
could not hope to oo-uperate with the force attacking from Gam 
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diiliMV; they would luive bceu a Jotfiobod corps of obsorvatioii, 
nuii’oly wntcliiiipf for AlgliauFi Jlooiu^‘ into Llicir arms. First of all 
i-lioy uiiisl luiYo boon scut completely away IVoia our mahi body 
(iltlior at Hluir-byalU or Pudiat in order to cross the lulls by tbe 
only uvjiilaldo hoinl near Dala (botwooi] 30 and 40 miles abovo the 
liabu Wbili ICotal) ; for tbo Murclia Kotal was held ia force by 
Ayiib. They could uot a])proach to within 20 milcH of Ma?:ra, for 
a furlJior udviinco would liavo boon to court au attack by over- 
wholuho^' uuiriborH, whilo Gonoral Tvoberty was marching from 
Itobai to Caiulaluir, Tlio safety of 2,000 meu would have been 
oiiLlaiigorod, while ilio only object they could have gained would 
hiivo ]>ncn Llio interception of a few liiiudrod of Cabulis, who 
would ]ir(duil)]y havo tukon to tho precipitous lulls and escaped in 
the night. The Argajidah Valley narrows greatly, 80 or 40 miles 
above Vfazra, and cavalry would havo boon worse than useless 
with tlio intovcopting (?) coluiuu. It cannot be urged with too 
inucii oinpliiiHiH, that Ayub KhaiTH line of retreat, [f his army 
were dvfvaieAl, wan in the Tvhakrox direction, for his men, in their 
slack dts(dipine, would make for their own villages and not rush 
off at a tiingcmt towards Khelat-i-Gbikai. All Afghan armies, 
so-called, and Aynli’s was ])orhaps more worthy of roapeeb than 
any we liavti yet inc(., liavc a power of dis})or,sioix which is uu« 
rivalled* Orgunivaid pursuit agiiiiist tliom is almost impossible: 
nnlcsH ovoL’j inountaiii piitb and torrent bed within 50 miles could 
be HoiiirclK'd at oiico. 

Oonenil EobertiH lias had more experience in Alghan warfare 
ibtin any otluu* of our cnnunfuidors ; ajid his tactics were based on 
soiuuhu' pi'inviplcy iiian those advocated by critics unversed 
altog(d1.wr oven in tlm details of actions* To say Pir Paimal 
eonld havo boon cm-viod ^yi^rh fewer troopH than those engaged is 
to bog the whole question. Tho action of Ahinod Khel proved 
tliut when famiticiHin is at rc3d-heat, 5,000 or 6,000 men may 
olmrgo right into our riinks. 'VYould it bavo b(3en wise to have 
dispousod with (hiUcral Ma(jgrcgo3’'H Ijrigacle (Boino 2,000 strong) 
as a rcHcrvo In case of such another charge down from the Baba 
Wall ICotal u])ou (ieuoral MacphovsoiTs right Hank? And yet 
General l\facgT<3gor had about tho number of men which Would 
havo l){‘en absorbed if tho mucliAalked of '' intercepting column 
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bad boon waiting, 30 or 40 miles u]) ilio Argaudab Vnll(\y, 
igiioniiiL nl' wbai was liappoiiiwg al (Jauclaliav.. TL may bo urg(‘d 
tliai tlu3i'0 were 1,000 mou t)!' tliu Gaiulaliar garrison ai (Uniora] 
iloboris’s disiiosal ; but \i> Avonld have boon niiwiso lo asK, luuoh of 
a gaiTJsoa sLill sullVriag froni ilio sho(ik of ilio ba'i'ildo disaslor ai 
Maiwand, and only liair-roaliziiig lluit, tlioy W(M‘o no longer bo- 
Biegod witilnti the walls of Gandaliaro That 1 am noi o\!ii*jnmih 
ing ilio depi'csfiioii jH’ovailiiig in tlio ilombiiy Division, willl>o(dt‘ar 
froili the fact that (Jonornl Primrose, on the evening of Iho 31si 
August, personally bliOpp(‘d n ytring of lualoa wliioh wore leaving 
Ilio citadel with broad and barley for tbo Dongal troops. Our 
rocoiinnissanoo was retauaiing, and tboro was ooiiainly heavy rilhj- 
firo hc^oud ICavoK liill^ \vbil<‘ the cucuiy’s guns ou Ihiha ^Vidi 
Tvoiul wore also adding to the din. Our troops were holding 
Pieqiiot Hill, and our camp Avas within 2,/)0fl yards of the Dculfpili 
fxatG, out of whieh an olheer in tlio OouimiHsariali Dopiirtinoutwas 
oaaducting IpIlc little convoy. JJotween that convoy and '' <huigor ’’ 
were some 10,000 picked men, lurndy all Dril.ish, Sikhs, and 
Glioorkas ; but the “ risk " of allowing the l)road and gi'ain to l)o 
carriod a mile and a half was pronounced too groat by (loncrii,) 
Primrose himsolf. The Coinmissariat offieor, knowing food was 
iiGcdod in camp, mainigod to gain permission to iako on tlio nudes 
laden with brcanl, and lie saw nothing to distiivh Jiim on tlio rotnl. 
The ground lietw^oon the iiorlh-AYOstcm bastion and tho ncari'nl 
wall of cantonmontiS (1,200 yards away) is as bare as tho Sahai’a, 
and it was noli likely the enemy’s cavalry picqiU'L below the Daba 
Wali Kotal would have charged out a couple of miles to capture 
iliG mulcB, oven if tjiey had soon them, The story is told not to 
cletracjt from General Primrosok judgment and ability, but to 
illirstruto tlio uiilicaltliy feeding and want of tone in tlio garrison, 
in spite of the efforts of bravo and resolute men to wipe out tlui 
recollection of Maiwaiid and DolidOOiwaja from tho minds of 
thoir folio Avs- 

I have tried to write without unduo dogmatism ; but T may Inivo 
been betrayed into laying too groat a stress upon prol)aliilitioH, ” 
via., that tho enemy's lino of retreat would bo towards KlialmWi 
and not up the narrow Argandab Valley, and that Ayub^S irreguhu’s 
might have furniahod a band of deaporato mon led by gba^4iB to 
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jnjiko fi i*()ni)loi'-all,ack Ivom Iklm Wiili JCoial. I liuvo carclally 
.avoided ii]iy ndoiM'aco Lo ilie eiiircncliod caiup of Ayub at Maj^va, 
^vliioh onri^])ios aHHKi'cd lih cxif-ded, aiidwliitdi G-(aio]‘aIMacgro(^a)r’H 
lb'if;ado, IVohIwuuI initoiioliod by lire, ^vore iiiiciKlod to storm if 
(d'lioralH MHC])luirHon and Ibilnu* hail l)Oon olicokod in their jn-o- 
J tlduk ilioHO })i‘()l)iil)ilitios wore jusLiliod fully so far as 
Uio r(‘tv('at is coiiconied, vliilo llio lnioud(’d</o that wo had all onr 
foroi'S (‘ouccninilod holiiiid and IHoqnot Hills iriay have pre- 
vented Lho maHsoH of men al)onLi,liG Halia Wall Kotal (in the earlier 
pari, of the (lay) from imdviii*^’ a counter-atiaelc. If Lliorc is one 
])art wliieli (uitlcism may fairly Bcnzo upon, uiul wliieli our own 
lirigudua’S would ho the lirst to acknowhMi^'o, it is iho want of 
oavalvy with dcuond licms wlicu the 72adaiid 2nd Bikhs on the 

0] io Jiaiul, and iln^ ilBiid mtuI 2nd (Jlioorkas on tho other, rolled 

1) a.(ik the (uiomynt the tunniig“[)oint of ih(3 Pir I’aiiual spur. The 
lumiii loadiniO’ towards IVlazra niid tlio oiioii f^TOund duo west 
ianvards the An^nndah was covtu’od with men In fall flighty and 500 
Hainan! could luivo nwopt into ilunti with torrilic oftocl. It is, I 
lK'Iiov(3, nn a.xiom that no divisioi) shall now go into action without 
ouo rogiiunut of (uividry aUadu'd to it, hut all tlirough tho war we 
have brig!id('(l all oni' cavalry, aiid on several (XiCiiHionstho want oJ 
500 trooi)H to follow up rapidly an infantry atiniilhas Ixion scvm'oly 
folt. WiimcHH in jjartkadar ilu^ iivsi action of Charasia, when 
tho Afg'lumH ll(‘d townrds IndiktH'; and the storming of tho ridgo 
leading up to lluPl'akhid-Hliah Peak when the open ground heyoiul 
Poni JlisHitr was black with rugitiv(is. (leiun'al Hugh Gough and 
his uideudid cavtiliy la'igado d' 1,000 sahroH and lances did all 
that men could do to gain llio ICokaran herd, cut up such 
bodies of men m tlu 7 could ovcvlalm ; but if one regiment hnd 
h(‘on spared bom lluit brigade to havo followed up our infantry 
ndvance iJun'c would havo been rare ivork for llui troops about Pir 
Ihiiimih Tlio uimwer, of eourso, to this is that the network of 
orcliardn and walhal (‘ncdosur('H^ w'itli interRcadhiig(diaTiu(ils,soetned 
to idnU. o\ii cavahy IVusn juu'ticipiiiting ill that pari of the action; 
thnro was no (m<i as uHual to t(dl ub of tho grand open ground 
when the ridgo was tnrnodr 
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Tiir, followiujj; iiifonnatidti is doiivL'd from trustworthy aoiirees, aod may lio (jf some 
iutcrcHt : — 

of JJdlfh^l^ above, moan ^ca-ltvel. 

Fon-t. 

(Uhul Plain 5,8)0 

Inittahiual Kotal . . 7,400 

Kata SiiuA 5,000 

lugtliillui'lc ICdiitI 5,200 

(Itiiulaiimk . , , 4,500 

lOitichfili.’uI 3,005 

.IdlaliOiad ljO.10 

’Table of Marohi'v from Jimromi to Uahiil. 

Tlin (Vimu'U'fl mud distiuiocn arii 

MiIgr. 

duairond in All Musjid S’30 

All 1o LiumU Kola! I0‘o0 

luiudiKoUiltoOukla 12*00 

Ihikltii, to Unsiiuh^ 11 '10 

Ihisnuln to ,1 lari kill) . . . - . . . 0'08 

liariliab to .loDaliih.id 17.70 

to lloHuhad 12 '88 

lloKolmil to HuAhI Ftanif 10'12 

SuRmI Hanpf to IV^vau ICotal 12*75 

IV/wau Kola! to lu^nliilliirk KoH 10 '50 

Jiil^dullunlt lAnli it) J8(ii llal)ii ...... 10*00 

8nt ISubn 1.0 Liittiibuml 0’5O 

liutt'iluiiid to llulkhak 9*50 

fkitUhuk to Hula IliHsar 9*20 

aVtfil . , . 100-09 

TuANf}l*(>U'II FOU TIH'! If^UUN 

The Irfttmponi juTanc^oinonts hiiTO tiUvays been tke st'eat fitumWingdAock when war 
liiialcoii (loiilaviid ill Imlia, ima in tlio lioiio tinit something will hs done to form a 
pmuiaucnt l•h^,ahli(llllmlIlt, I ioimlilii.h the followiiife' letter, written in Sherpur on JimB 
J«Hi, ISfiOi- 
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1 titk JlUH'. 

Liuiiiounrit-CDlotuiI Low, of ilin Loiif^nl lannerM, Chief Diroofor of 
wiUi Uic Oiibiil p'oroe, luiy :l I'lnn I'ov (ifiLublisliiiif^n iioviiiaiiouL trail Hporb aor- 

vlcc, llip (lottiiilH of 6vbiob 1 will try to lie tuIvocainH a ayMU'in- -ihe o>pciiai' of 

flbonhl bo inoilovivto in lime of nml iioi oxivaviii’aiil in lime of \V!ii' wliieh 

filiouM luhnil of rapid nxpaii.sion wbon war Iji'caka out, and, inoal inipnrlaul of all, wliicli 
almnld allow of llm aniomlH being oinploycU for cu’diniu’y pnv^Ki.sos of c<uumtn(“e in lU'iioo 
fcimo, yob alwaya bo ready to fall into thoir plaooH wlioo llioHl.ate roijiiifcH thoni, Ooltnud 
Low tukea an amiy of 3(1, 000 of all arnis with lii’leo?! doyff food aa tlio iiiiil, to bo 
ti call'd, tluH bfiinu abonfc tlio strength of a force ^vliinli iw liludy lo bo in 

of war breaking out, and Iio boliovofl that under liia fiy^toia transporl for Huoh an army 
could ho raised, at any time, in a fortnight. 

Taking the iiiulo an the only Iranniiort animal in tlm ^Miast lino,'' lio eidcidalea Mint 
70,000 niulea (of wliioh number would l)0 niiaro aiiimalK) would bo roijuired lor 

tlio tJGjOOO nmn, the ostiruate boiiig as folio w,s 


'7,000 British Tufaiiiry , 


HbdoH. 
15, •Bid 

1,500 „ Caviilry . 


i>,o:]C 

2,800 Artilkry and Kngiru'ers 


11,2(1'/ 

4,000 Nabiva Cavalry . 

. 

0,000 

21,000 ,, Infantry , 


2(i,;h-M 


Total 
Spare anunals 

Grand total 

08,072 

1,028‘ 

70,000 


This calculation in mado on the Oalml Hcide of baggjige, and oach animal would have to 
carry two maun dn only; allowance ifi made for forage and griiiii alHO heitiff cairird. 
Thfl 70,000 muhiH reituU’Od would bo Incatod in the tlireo rrcs'ideiieioH, in the following 
Urnportion : iJengal, 00 , 000 ; Lomhay and Madras, 17,000 each, Regarding Nor I luu-u 
India, it in calculated ilnit, llio N.-WL Proviiujoy would I’urnmli 0,7dO, Ondli 700 ami 
Ilolulkund 2,000. The Ihinjah would bo rospoiiMble for 27,hOU. Tlio nyMlem of irniiu- 
lenanco would bo the division of all tlic country .into a certain numhor of dintrictH; an, 
for inslanoo, the N.-W. Provinces into thirteen, and the Punjab into twenty, eacli of 
which would have a fixed number of mules ready for the State when nrenMon mii:ht 
Colonel Low’s explanation of tlic organ i«,ai on Im would create is no clear, that f 
will give his own wordn. lie says dintriein would all have hoen nitmlau’ed o|V 

in tho iransjiort books, and I will suppose I am visiting the Rnwiiljnndi or No. 20 diH- 
trici The fu’sl village I onlev, might have, porbaps, fifteen uniKni, nine of which wtum 
ovei’ three and under fnurU-ou years old. To the ownerH of tlie.% anjiimla I would any ; 
^Covevumetifc will give you, through mo, one rupee per month for each of tlmye auimalK. 
Oovui'niiKuit doca not want tliuni now and may never want tlnuu at all. lCeo(> thorn, 
therefore, and \m them afj you have been acoustomod to, .All that (foveninumt ankn in 
that you will agree to give the use of tim mulos in time of war. You miiHt ludng tlmiu 
with their waddles, &ti., arranging among youi selves tliat at least oiio man .shall ueiiom- 
pany every three mules, Ou Government culling for tho nuilos, you will rorcivo war 
rates of pay from that day till the animals arc discliargcd, wlmn tlujy will ruvert <o 
poace rates of one rupee per month. This jiresent agreement is to last twelwi niontho, 
after which notice of tlitco months ou cither sido may end thu I'argain : the one provho 
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l)i infr tluii wbon (.JovcrnitionL oalliMl for tbe &crvic 0 of Llic Jnulea, Llio notice cannot 
l<e utilil 1/lifMnuk's uro dibGl]fii‘g(.'il. Mcaiuvhila the iiiulos nuiHt be branded with 
(lio (liHtiici inju’k ‘ R flO iiml hoi’o ih Us. JHi, tlio rbt fiuai'tcr^& payiiiont in advance.’ ” 
(Jalomd Low ntiitos Unit from bis personal hnovdeilgCj and from opiiiiaiiR expres&ocl by 
native [f(' title mo 11 , Uo in couvincod the people would csigovLy ivcoipt iincli a ayotora^ toi it ia 
ono wbicli ibey floulil easily undorfitaiid, and hs tptUo in keepiiiijf with their customs and 
traditioien, 

Tljoii (‘ouioi tlie all iiiipoi lint ipussfcionof cost. IiO,!iavdin<^ the ponnanont e.stabliHli- 
niout, (h)Ioiiel Low Hiiff.osis tbit a Diri'etnr, who would have control all over India, 
blimild b(> appoiniod vitb atoRpiy of Hs. (,000 per luoutlu llis Kaboidiaatcsi in Hcnizal 
would be two aupeririLendiMita (Rs, 600 oacli), and four assi&fcarus (Ris. 1/50 to 200); 
ill lloiiibay nud Mad lasi just liiilf tliiss ostabliHluucui There Mould also be a number of 
Jiatlvc oiVieei'H, ami iioii-cunnuiNSifmed ollirevs, and live sowirs would be told off to each 
dnti’iet. The i.lnff in Jji’U''jil would cost IN. !.),210 por montb (in peace time), in Bom- 
liayti and Miidias IN, -IjOHO oadh, or a total of IN. 17,270 for esbablhsbmeut. Tbe 
preinium to uwmci'h of IN. I pur auiinil would bo IN. 70,0i)0, maldiig a grand total of 
IN. 87,270, Wbon war broke out, tlie fitaff wonhl bo available for iuBtaut service afc 
tboir nnrintd pay, wbilo tho owner of uaoh animal would loceivo bis IN. 12 por montb, 
in all IN), 8, |il,{)0(), or a toLal expoiiditure on sorvica of IN. H, 57, 270. To put i lie 
iiiatber in Himplov lovni, (Joloncl Low remarks : "''‘If u'o suppose a puiaod oi four years 
ill wliicU tbei'C was war foi' four mmitljH, the co,st ivould be ; — 

Ks. 

ijl uumUm’ poivoe, ah IN;. 87,270 luw meusGiu . . , 37,29,880 

4 luoiitliH’ war, at IN. 8,67,270 poniicusGiu . . . 33,29,080 

Total 70.68, %0 

TliN is, in round numbers, ,0700,001);*’ aud Oolonel Low sigiurioantly adds: “-“This 
(‘an no doubt bo ciOtn pared with tninspuil cxporiHcs in tbo last Campaign"' — an allusion, 
pm bn pH, to tim cnenimuM componsatiou wo had bo pay to (jaincl -owners for auiiiuils loMt 
or )i lik'd. The sowiud liiiu of tran.sport in a campaign, Colonel Low considers, nhouldbo 
wlieeled rarriagon, a eeriaia mimbor of oiuN being iilways kept ready at stationH near 
tbc biiMi-H of Hiiptdy, .such an Mnlian, Rawalpindi, fee. With this Hohomo, and no daubt 
fiovorul ofcberH lioforo Ijiem, it will bo nlrango If the (doyenunont does not once for all 
miiko ni> its miml to an ov[to«dituvo in peace time upon transport Horvioc : it may seem, 
for tbo tima biiitifi;, money wasted, but any one rioeing tlio Liccouiita of tho pi'osent war 
oaunot ludp lioing cauvincud that a iieimanont Uunsport would liiive saved tlie country 
nnmy lakhs of lupocs, 


THB JilND. 


WnutlNll and Kludor, I’Hntors, MlHurd Lana, strand, London, IV.U. 



